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A Letter from Jim Mein 
Dear Friends, 

In our 24/7/365 world where life goes on for many 
through the night, every day of the week, every 
week of the year, it is hard to maintain our 
celebrations of the Christian liturgical year.  
Gone are the days when Christmas services were 
packed to light the tree, bless the crib and give 
thanks for the birth. Gone are the days that I 
remember when there were services every day in 
Holy Week and Easter was a joyous holiday for 
everyone.   

It is no good bewailing this, and yet … I believe 
there was something good for our health when 
the weekend included a time of rest, when the 
annual holiday was something we looked forward 
to each year, when we were aware of winter, 
spring, summer and autumn–and when we 
followed the Church year. 

This is leading up to saying that after discussion 
with Sue and Janet, and approval from the 
Vestry, I plan to lead a Lent group on five 
Wednesdays. (March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th and 
April 1st) at 7.30pm in the Choir Vestry–they will 
end by 9.00pm. 

As another of my “old man’s moans” is that we rarely look at the Bible as 
a whole–taking little snippets each Sunday to preach on–I plan to look 
with you at the whole of Mark’s Gospel. I have done this before and we 
found a clear progression of ideas from the beginning of his ministry to 
the final week in Jerusalem. 

I hope some of you may have time to join me–and, if interested, you are 
welcome to bring friends from other Churches or none. 

With all best wishes for the coming year and your work with the new 
Rector after Easter. 
 

Church Office 
14 Lutton Place 
Edinburgh 
EH8 9PE 
 
+44 (0)131 662 9171  
 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 
0900 – 1300 • Mon – Fri 
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Ash Wednesday Services  
 

Ash Wednesday is on 26 February this year and there will be two 
services of Holy Communion at St Peter’s: 

11.00am  A said service of Holy Communion in the Millar Chapel. 

  8.00pm A sung service of Holy Communion in the church. 

There will be the imposition of ashes at both services for those who wish 
to receive them.  
 
 

Let’s talk … about Mark! 
by Jim Mein 

This Lent I plan to lead a Bible study on the Gospel of Mark. 

There will be five sessions on five Wednesdays in Lent and the title could 
be called “Mark’s call to discipleship in five distinct stages”. 

There will be very little talk from me. We’ll read the section of the Gospel 
and discuss its main theme, as we follow Mark’s progression of ideas 
from the beginning of his ministry to the final week in Jerusalem. There 
will be set prayers at the beginning and the end–and strict time keeping!   

  4 March  Mark 1.1 to 4.41 

11 March   Mark 5.1 to 8.30 

18 March  Mark 8.31 to 10.52 

25 March  Mark 11.1 to 14.52 

  1 April  Mark 14.53 to end. 

I think it will be good for anyone wanting to know a bit more about the 
distinctiveness of Christianity. This really is offered for everyone, perhaps 
especially if you have never been to a Bible study before! Friends from 
other churches, and none, are also very welcome.  

You’ll find us in the Choir Vestry.  See you there? 
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Our New Rector Writes 
by Nick Wills 

Hello. I am delighted and excited to be joining you at St Peter's as your 
new Rector. I was asked to write a short biography so that you can begin 
to get to know me ... 

I grew up in Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. My family 
went to churches with a choral tradition and I was a chorister as a boy. 

I studied Theology at Birmingham University, where I met my wife, Becky.  
After graduating I worked with International students and then as a lay 
worker in our church in Birmingham, together with Becky after we got 
married in 1994. We enjoyed three years of creative ministry there, 
working with young people and children, but also with people from all 
generations. 

I was encouraged by my vicar to follow a calling towards Ordination and 
after I was accepted for training we moved to Durham for two years to be 
at Cranmer Hall theological college. Our son Jamie was born there. 

We then moved back to Birmingham to serve my curacy in Boldmere, 
Sutton Coldfield, where our younger son Matty was born. It was a busy 
curacy in a large church with lots to learn from and a training incumbent 
with whom I worked really well. 

I then became Priest-in-Charge (then later Vicar) of St Andrew's, 
Kettering, where we have been for 16 and a half years. We were keen for 
the boys to be able to put down roots and be known for themselves rather 
than as "the Vicar's sons". They have benefited from that stability and 
made good friends there.  

Jamie has recently graduated from Birmingham University in Geology and 
Matty has broken the family mould by going to Warwick University to 
study Politics, Philosophy and Law. He is in his second term there and 
having a great time. 

So, it feels like a new phase for us as a family and we are ready for a 
change and a new challenge. 

We have visited Edinburgh a few times, mostly in August as we are 
comedy lovers and we have been running an Arts Centre at St Andrew's 
so a trip to the Fringe was great for discovering new talent to book.   
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In October we came up just before the application deadline for St Peter's, 
to see the city out of festival season and fell in love with it even more!  

We are thrilled to be able to move to your wonderful city and to serve God 
and our community around Lutton Place with you. 

STOP PRESS 
We expect that Nick Wills will be instituted as Rector of St Peter’s on  
Tuesday 28 April 2020.   

 

Faith Mission Bible College 
Lectures 
by Hope Craig 

I have enjoyed attending these lectures in the past. They are a good 
opportunity to explore the bible and also to mix with people from other 
denominations. The speakers change each term (although there are 
some “old” faces) but if you would like to hear examples of previous 
lectures, then visit the link below to access previous recordings. 

From 20th January 2020, the Faith Mission Bible College is commencing 
a new term of Monday Evening Lectures. Each evening compromises of 
two forty-minute lectures: the first runs from 7:30-8:10pm, and after a ten 
minute break for refreshments, the second lecture follows from 8:20-
9:00pm. 

This term the themes are “Profiles of the Puritans” and “Studies in the 
Book of Ezekiel”. You can view the full schedule here: 
http://www.fmbiblecollege.org.uk/monday-p-m-lectures/  

The College is located at 2 Drum Street, Edinburgh EH17 8QG. 

 

Jim Phillips 
Jim died peacefully on Wednesday 15 January 2020. His funeral will take 
place at St Peter’s on Friday 14 February at 12.30 pm.  
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From Jaime in the Highlands 
by Jaime Wright 

Greetings, St Peter’s! And happy new year! 

I am delighted to share the good news that I successfully defended my 
PhD thesis, entitled ‘Science-Religion-and-Literature: Literary Approaches 
to the Field of Science-and-Religion, with Margaret Atwood’s 
MaddAddam Trilogy as a Case Study’. On 11 December, 2019, I received 
a result of ‘minor corrections’ for a small number of typographical errors; 
minor corrections being the most commonly expected outcome for such 
examinations. Due to the nature of the corrections needed, they can be 
made in a matter of hours, and I am set to graduate from Edinburgh 
University in July 2020. 

I would like to thank St Peter’s for the support you offered me throughout 
this long academic journey. Reflecting on the journey of the last five years 
of postgraduate study, I am aware of how much of the journey was of a 
spiritual nature—unsurprising with a focus on the intersection of science 
and religion. I first visited St Peter’s a year into my science-and-religion 
studies, when I was struggling to manage the widening gap between my 
own beliefs and those of the church tradition in which I had first become a 
Christian. Within St Peter’s, I found a welcoming community that provided 
a space to heal and in which to safely explore my evolving faith—an 
exploration that has led to training for ordained ministry within the Scottish 
Episcopal Church. 

My husband, Eric, and I are still living in Inverness, where I am placed for 
training at Inverness Cathedral. My curacy is still to be determined by the 
College of Bishops, but I will keep you informed as I am able. I would 
appreciate your prayers for my ongoing training and for the College of 
Bishops as they consider possible curacy options for me.  

Eric and I would also appreciate prayer concerning our legal residency in 
the UK. We are in the process of applying for a VISA extension, and we 
will need to apply for two additional VISAs over the next year (aiming to 
eventually be on a work VISA, sponsored by the Scottish Episcopal 
Church as a stipendiary Curate). 

Blessings to you all. 
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Climate Corner 
by Christine Bethune and Anna Mattinson 

Few at St Peter’s seem to be aware that we are an eco-congregation.  
Indeed, we have been since 2007. 

This means that we have registered (for free) with Eco Congregation 
Scotland. Essentially, this is a statement of intent that the church is 
concerned about the environment and wants to do something about it.   

There are over 450 eco congregations in Scotland and the organisation 
provides various resources, events, training and awards. There are also 
an Eco Congregation chaplain and volunteers who visit churches to 
preach, run workshops and share ideas.   

In the last year we have seen not only a rise in temperatures and sea 
levels, but also the rise of environmental campaigners like Greta 
Thunberg and Extinction Rebellion. The environment is God’s gift to 
everyone and we have a responsibility to look after and protect it. Human 
actions are having devastating consequences.   

We thought we would use this ‘Climate Corner’ as a space for discussion 
about what St Peter’s is already doing to help in the quest to preserve the 
planet, as well as looking at what more we could or should be doing as a 
church. And, of course, a church is made up of individuals, so what 
positive changes have we made here in our congregation, and what 
things might we be able to change going forwards?   

You can read more about church initiatives to tackle climate change here: 

https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/ 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/policy-and-thinking/our-
views/environment-and-climate-change/why-you-should-act  

We would love to hear of any comments, thoughts or ideas you might 
have to take our discussion and ideas forward.  Feel free to contact us at 
church or coffee time, or email us via the church office.   
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Front Cover photo by Elisabeth Arnold on Unsplash 
 

Back Cover Photo by Mary McKinnell 
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Choir Notes 
by Rupert Forbes 
 
We are pleased to welcome Lennox Brown into the ranks of the Junior 
Choristers. 
 
Angus Gibson will be acting as Crucifer on the Sundays that he is 
available and will continue to sing with the tenors. 
 
 

In Perfect Harmony … 
by Janet McKinnell 

By 4.00pm on a Sunday afternoon I’m usually home and needing to relax, 
but on Sunday 19 January I found myself at City of Edinburgh Methodist 
Church, along with Sue, St Peter’s Choir and a few other members of our 
congregation … and many people from other local congregations. 

We were there for “A musical celebration of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity”: readings, prayers and lots of music in a variety of styles! 
All nine churches** of Newington Churches Together contributed their 
largely musical talents in ways which showed something of their own 
tradition. Our choir sang the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, both by William 
Byrd. 

An excellent buffet of finger food provided by the Methodists was much 
appreciated and provided plenty of time for chat to friends old and new.  

Thanks were due to the many people involved in ‘pulling everything 
together’, especially Jennifer Gosling of the Salvation Army and Ann 
Thanisch of Craigmillar Park Church. 
 

** City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, Community Church, Craigmillar 
Park Church of Scotland, Mayfield Salisbury Church of Scotland, 
Priestfield Church of Scotland, Reid Memorial Church of Scotland,  
St Columba’s Catholic Church, St Peter’s, Lutton Place, Salvation Army. 
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Monday Group 
by Liz Philp 

The Monday Group meets regularly at 7.30pm during the winter months– 
October to April–normally on the first and third Mondays of the month, 
although with one afternoon meeting per term. We are now once again 
meeting in the choir vestry, thus no access problem due to the new lift.  
Please note that membership is open to all, both men and women, and 
their friends. Annual membership is £5, we ask for a £1 donation on the 
night if you come to a meeting. Talks are always open to non-members. 

The talk about “Mercy Ships”, which provide medical and community care 
and free surgeries for the underserved in Africa proved interesting and 
inspiring. We gladly presented Vicki Clarke with a cheque in support of 
their work. Other than that there has been little Monday Group activity 
over the festive season, apart from joining with the Craft Group to run a 
stall at Kristee’s Christmas Bazaar. The notelets we produced for that, 
with a picture of St Peter’s, are still available to purchase at the back of 
church. We are looking forward to the annual not-Christmas party at Jane 
Sutherland’s home on 20th January. 

On Monday 3rd February at 7.30pm there will be a talk by Ed Bethune on 
the Tranent to Cockenzie Waggonway, possibly the first in Scotland, 
which opened in 1722. Originally a wooden track drawn by horses, it 
connected the coal pits at Tranent with the salt pans at Cockenzie and 
the harbour at Port Seton. This promises to be an interesting talk about 
the little-known history of an important early industrial site not far from us 
in Edinburgh. On Monday 17th February we will have a Quiz compiled by 
David Simpson. Anyone would be most welcome at these meetings. 

25th February is Shrove Tuesday, when we will hold our Pancake Party 
and Silent Auction from 6.30 to 8.30pm. Tickets will be available from 
Monday Group members at the beginning of February–price £5, which 
includes 1 sweet and 1 savoury pancake with a glass of wine. Do not take 
your unwanted Christmas gifts and other good quality items to a charity 
shop, please hand them to any member of the Monday Group committee 
on a Sunday morning. You can even bring them to the church hall on the 
afternoon of 25th February. Please bring all your friends and neighbours–
the more people who come, the more money we will raise. 
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Fresh Start at Work 
From a Fresh Start newsletter. Contributed by Robin Whike 

Fresh Start sent out some 200 Festive Christmas Hampers to those in 
great need, which resulted in very grateful feedback: 

“Thank you so much for donating all the food. This will definitely help to 
make my daughters’ Christmas extra special.” 

“Thank you so much for the food parcels. It’s very much appreciated and 
came at a tough time.” 

“Thank you. It’s been a really tough couple of weeks so this will really 
help.” 

“Thanks for all the stuff. We appreciate it so much. The boys are going to 
be so excited. It was so nice of you.” 

“Would just like to say thank you very much from us both. The help you 
give at such a stressful time of year is both heart-warming that people 
care but also makes a massive difference. I hope you all have a great 
Christmas.” 

STARTER PACKS: How We Can Help NOW! 

Fresh Start provides starter packs for people moving from homelessness 
into tenancies.  A post-Christmas check shows a current shortage of the 
following items: 

Toiletries: Shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, shower gel. 

Cleaning materials: Washing up liquid, toilet cleaner, multi-purpose spray, 
unused toilet rolls, laundry tablets, white cloths. 

Crockery packs: Dinner plates and side plates. 

Bedding packs: Double bedding– sheets and duvet covers. 

Food: Rice, instant coffee, UHT milk, tinned new potatoes, tinned meat 
and fish. 

Contributions can be brought to church any Sunday–there’s a box at the 
back of church. 

Any questions?  Speak to Pat Whike. 
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Ecumenical Lent Groups 2020: 
LOOKING AT CHRISTIANITY THROUGH THE WORKS OF CS LEWIS 

Weekly discussion groups will be based on Hilary Brand’s book ‘Not a 
Tame Lion’ with clips from the films Shadowlands and The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Lion, The witch and The Wardrobe. 
 
These groups will meet 26 February to 26 March at the following venues: 
 
Wed. 11.00am: Central Methodist Church, Nicolson Square, EH8 9BX 
Wed. 2.00pm: St Columba’s Church Hall, Upper Grey Street, EH9 1SN 
Wed. 7.30pm: 65 Lasswade Road, EH16 6SZ 
Thurs. 2.30pm: Priestfield Church, 2 Marchall Place, EH16 5HW 
Thurs. 7.30pm: 27/1 Granby Road, EH16 5NP 
 
To buy the book (£5) and to book a place, please contact 
Ann Thanisch via the church office email. It will be forwarded on. 
 
 
 

GDPR … Again! 
by Janet McKinnell 

It’s getting on for two years since we first travelled the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) route and filled out the necessary 
paperwork–paperwork which no longer meets our requirements and 
which now needs to be revised and updated. 

Once I have everything ready, we will move to much better, clearer forms. 
I ask for your patience and co-operation while this is being done. 
Complete and accurate records are needed to pass on to our new rector. 

Please note: We are not permitted by GDPR to keep contact details of 
any member of the congregation for whom we do not have a completed 
GDPR form. I hope to begin this process early in February. 
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Sunday Services 
09.15am  A quiet said service of Holy Communion, usually using the 

Book of Common Prayer. 

10.45am A sung service of Holy Communion using liturgies from 1982 
and 1970; includes children’s activities. 

  First Sunday of the month: 

   Sung Matins in the church  
   Informal all-age Communion service in the Hall 
 6.30pm Choral Evensong, usually the fourth Sunday of the month. 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

 2 Feb Malachi 3.1-4 • Luke 2.22-40 
 9 Feb  Isaiah 58.1-9a • 1 Cor 2.1-12 • Matthew 5.13-20 
16 Feb Deuteronomy 30.15-20 • 1 Cor 3.1-9 • Matthew 5.21-37 
23 Feb Exodus 24.12-18 • 2 Peter 1.16-21 • Matthew 17.1-9 

 

Weekday Services 
Monthly services of Holy Communion are held at St Peter’s at 11.00am 
on the first Thursday of the month, followed by lunch in a local 
restaurant.  

The next services will be on Thursdays 6 February and 5 March 
 

Monthly services of Holy Communion in the hall are also held on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm followed by tea/coffee and cake.  
Next afternoon services: Tuesdays 18 February and 17 March 
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Dates for the Diary 
FEBRUARY 

  3 Monday Group • 7.30pm in the Choir Vestry. 

  6 Holy Communion • 11.00am, followed by lunch. 

13 Magazine Deadline • for the March issue. 

17  Monday Group • 7.30pm in the Choir Vestry. 

18 Tuesday Afternoon Service • 2.30pm in the hall. 

25  Shrove Tuesday Party and Silent Auction • 6.30pm in the hall 

26  Ash Wednesday • services at 11.00am and 8.00pm. 

 

Magazine Articles  
Please submit your contributions as soon  
as you can and no later than the deadline. 

Please send to office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Articles and photos should be sent to me by 
email, remembering that photos should be sent separately and not 
embedded in an article. This allows for more careful editing and a better 
quality of printing. Thank you. 
 
 

Notices for the Pewspaper 
Notices need to be with the office by Wednesday of the preceding week. 
Additional, written notices may be passed to the clergy to be read at the 
various Sunday services.  

NEWS & VIEWS 

Contributions welcome. 
DEADLINE for the 
March issue is 

THURSDAY  
13 February 
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People 
CLERGY 

Interim Pastor:  The Very Revd Jim Mein 
Associate Priest: The Revd Sue Whitehouse 

LAY READER: Mrs Janet McKinnell  

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative: Vacant 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes 
Organist: Sheila Chisholm 
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton 
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd 
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson 
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir 
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes 
Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell 
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson 
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Verger: Deborah Waterson 
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan 
Hall Bookings: Colin Harrison 
Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay 
Admin & Gen Purposes Convenor: Alison Mowat 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare  
 

All these people can be contacted via the Church Office: 
0131 662 9171 or office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Office hours are 9.00am to 1.00pm, Monday to Friday. 
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