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A Letter from Jim Mein 
Dear Friends, 

A few days ago, I had the pleasure of lunch with 
Nick and Becky Wills, as they came on a quick 
trip to Edinburgh. It was a reminder that my time 
with you is drawing to a close and soon, after 
what may have been too lengthy a gap, you will 
be starting the next chapter of your history. 

Of course, we should not assume our history  
is determined by our Rector! One of the great 
positive changes over the years of my ministry 
has been the recognition of “the ministry of all 
believers”. It just occurs to me that my last two 
sermons have both celebrated the wide ministry 
exercised by St. Peter’s congregation. Yet there 

is no doubt that the life of a congregation also 
depends to a significant degree on the leadership 
it has. I think your future has real possibilities. 

However, before I go, we have Lent, Holy Week 
and Easter. This for me has always been the time 
we think about our faith. What is it that undergirds 
all the activity, the service to the community, the 
kind of lives we each lead? What is it that enables 
us to rise above the fear or despair or anger or 
selfishness that infuses much of life in the world 
today? I need my faith today. I hope it will be 
strengthened in these coming weeks with you. 

Blessings to you and yours,  

  

 
 
 
 
 

Church Office 
14 Lutton Place 
Edinburgh 
EH8 9PE 
 
+44 (0)131 662 9171  
 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 
0900 – 1300 • Mon – Fri 
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Magazine Articles  
Please submit your contributions as soon  
as you can and no later than the deadline. 

We are grateful that Sheila Chisholm has 
agreed to learn how to produce the 
magazine. Please send all articles and 
photos to  

office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Articles and photos should be sent by email, 
remembering that photos should be sent 
separately and not embedded in an article. 
This allows for more careful editing and a 
better quality of printing. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Service Time Change 
The early morning service on Sundays will revert back to its usual time of 
08.30 from the first of March. Thank you to all who helped Jim, Sue and 
Janet and Deborah avoid very early starts during the worst of the winter 
weather–let’s hope March behaves itself! This has been much 
appreciated. 
 
 

ARTICLES / PHOTOS 
N.B. Please send all 
contributions to both 
Sheila and Janet 
 

NEWS & VIEWS 

Contributions welcome. 
DEADLINE for the April 
issue is 

THURSDAY  
19 March 
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Ecumenical Lent Groups 2020: 
LOOKING AT CHRISTIANITY THROUGH THE WORKS OF CS LEWIS 

Weekly discussion groups will be based on Hilary Brand’s book ‘Not a 
Tame Lion’ with clips from the films Shadowlands and The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Lion, The witch and The Wardrobe. 
 
These groups will meet 26 February to 26 March at the following venues: 
 
Wed. 11.00am: Central Methodist Church, Nicolson Square, EH8 9BX 
Wed. 2.00pm: St Columba’s Church Hall, Upper Grey Street, EH9 1SN 
Wed. 7.30pm: 65 Lasswade Road, EH16 6SZ 
Thurs. 2.30pm: Priestfield Church, 2 Marchall Place, EH16 5HW 
Thurs. 7.30pm: 27/1 Granby Road, EH16 5NP 
 
To buy the book (£5) and to book a place, please contact 
Ann Thanisch through the church email. It will be then be sent on to Ann. 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 
by Liz Philp 

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH • 2.30pm at CRAIGMILLAR PARK CHURCH 

The Service this year has been written by the Christian women of 
Zimbabwe. The country of Zimbabwe has been much in the news lately 
following tense and disputed elections, during which ecumenical church 
organisations actively promoted peace, education and civic awareness to 
engage all communities in peaceful participation. The service is based on 
John 5.2-9, the story of the man healed by Jesus by the pool of 
Bethesda. Jesus said to the man “Rise, take up your mat and walk!”. Our 
sisters from Zimbabwe are taking Jesus’ encounter to be a call to act in 
love for peace and reconciliation. 
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Ash Wednesday Services  
 

Ash Wednesday is on 26 February this year and there will be two 
services of Holy Communion at St Peter’s: 

11.00am  A said service of Holy Communion in the Millar Chapel. 

 8.00pm A sung service of Holy Communion in the church. 

There will be the imposition of ashes at both services for those who wish 
to receive them.  
 
 

Let’s talk … about Mark! 
by Jim Mein 

This Lent I plan to lead a Bible study on the Gospel of Mark. 

There will be five sessions at 7.30pm on five Wednesdays in Lent and the 
title could be called “Mark’s call to discipleship in five distinct stages”. 

There will be very little talk from me. We’ll read the section of the Gospel 
and discuss its main theme, as we follow Mark’s progression of ideas 
from the beginning of his ministry to the final week in Jerusalem. There 
will be set prayers at the beginning and the end–and strict time keeping!  

 4 March  Mark 1.1 to 4.41 

11 March   Mark 5.1 to 8.30 

18 March  Mark 8.31 to 10.52 

25 March  Mark 11.1 to 14.52 

 1 April  Mark 14.53 to end. 

I think it will be good for anyone wanting to know a bit more about the 
distinctiveness of Christianity. This really is offered for everyone, perhaps 
especially if you have never been to a Bible study before! Friends from 
other churches, and none, are also very welcome.  

You’ll find us in the Choir Vestry. See you there? 

Tea / Coffee 
from 7.15pm 
Friends,  
non-believers 
welcome! 
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Bishop’s Lent Appeal. 
This year the charities which Bishop John has chosen are a local charity, 
“The Open Door” and an overseas charity, “Project Embabazi”. Both are 
charities well worthy of our support and full information is available on 
their websites:  

www.theopendoor.org.uk 

www.projectembabazi.org.uk 
 

THE OPEN DOOR: The Heart within Morningside 

Since 1982 we have been on a quest to reduce isolation and loneliness 
by providing love, friendship, support, inclusion and a sense of 
community. We do this through our social clubs and support services for 
older people, our community café for everyone, our volunteer placements 
for people of varying ages and abilities, and our ever changing social 
groups that include; art, poetry, music and books. 

Our premises are used by many other groups, charities and faiths. 

PROJECT EMBABAZI: from their website. 

Project Embabazi works with Bakiga communities in rural south-western 
Uganda to prevent and relieve poverty by providing funding, training and 
support for sustainable community projects. 

Project Embabazi is involved in a diverse range of projects in several 
Bakiga communities. The projects are proposed and implemented by the 
local people and vary according to the needs of the community. Recent 
and current projects include grants for school and health buildings, 
educational resources, a Beads for Seeds craft cooperative and child and 
animal sponsorship schemes 
 

HOW TO DONATE: Contributions from members of St Peter’s will be sent 
as a single cheque to Bishop John.  

To make a donation please use one of the two differently-addressed 
white envelopes at the back of church labelled (a) "F.A.O The Gifts 
Secretary”.  
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If you are a taxpayer, please use one of the Gift Aid envelopes at the 
back of church.  

-  If you have already made a Gift Aid declaration to St Peter’s,  
 please mark the envelope with your name, the amount donated  
 and ‘Bishop’s Lent Appeal’ before putting it into the collection bag.  

- If you have not made a Gift Aid declaration to St Peter’s, but wish to  
Gift Aid this donation, please fill in all the details requested and mark it 
‘Bishop’s Lent Appeal’. 

If you are unable to Gift Aid, please use one of the ‘F.A.O The Gifts 
Secretary’ envelopes and label it “Bishop’s Lent Appeal”, with or without 
including your name. 

Cheques can also be delivered or posted to the Church Office. 

N.B. All cheques should be made out to St Peter’s. Whichever method 
you use Please ensure that, unless posting, you mark the sum of money 
donated on the envelope. 
 
 

Good Friday 3-hour service 
by Jim Mein 
 
I’m told you have not had this Good Friday service at St. Peter’s before. 
I’m surprised, but I guess it simply shows how varied our Anglican 
congregations are. 

Traditionally, it was a meditation on the 7 words Jesus spoke from the 
Cross but it can take many forms–chiefly music or poetry, prayer, or 
theological reflection on the meaning of the cross. 

I plan to be fairly traditional, meditating on the final hours of Jesus life in 
‘blocks’ of about 20 minutes each containing a hymn, reading, brief talk, 
prayer and silence. It covers the 3 hours between noon “when darkness 
covered the whole earth” to 3pm when Jesus breathed his last. 

Some spend the whole time (in spite of hard pews!) others come and go 
as they are able. Coffee flasks and sandwiches are allowed! 

Hope to see some of you there. 
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Holy Week and Easter  
All events at St Peter’s, Lutton Place unless otherwise indicated. 
 

Palm Sunday, 5 April  
 8.30am  Holy Communion 

  10.45am Family Communion with Procession of Palms 
 Includes Schütz: St John Passion sung and narrated by the 
choir. 

Holy Monday, 6 April 
  7.45am Prayers in Craigmillar Park Church, followed by breakfast 
11.30am Chrism Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, Palmerston Place 

Holy Tuesday, 7 April 
 7.45am Prayers in Craigmillar Park Church, followed by breakfast 

Holy Wednesday, 8 April 
 7.45am Prayers in Craigmillar Park Church, followed by breakfast 

Maundy Thursday, 9 April 
 7.45am Prayers in Craigmillar Park Church, followed by breakfast  
 8.00pm We welcome our friends from City of Edinburgh Methodist 

Church to St Peter’s for our Maundy Thursday Eucharist, 
followed by a Vigil in the chapel. 

Good Friday, 10 April 
  7.45am Prayers in Craigmillar Park Church, followed by breakfast 
10.00am Walk of Witness, starting at Craigmillar Park Church 
12:00pm Traditional 3- hour service • see page 9.   

Holy Saturday, 11 April 
 8.00pm Easter Vigil: Lighting of the Paschal Candle and renewing our 

Baptismal Vows.  Service with choir. 

Easter Sunday, 12 April 
 8.30am Holy Communion 
10.45am Family Communion followed by lunch organised by COG. 
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Music Notes 
by Rupert Forbes 

Choral services during Holy Week will include a setting of the St John 
Passion with choruses by Heinrich Schütz and connecting dialogue on 
Palm Sunday, April 5th at 10.45, and evening services at 8pm on Maundy 
Thursday, April 9th, and Easter Vigil on April11th.  

 

Climate Corner 
by Christine Bethune and Anna Mattinson 

Did you read our article in the February News and Views? Because it’s 
already the copy date for the March issue as we write, many people won’t 
yet have had a chance to respond. One of the reasons we wrote it is that 
we don’t have a clear picture of what is already happening. 

For example: 

• How many aspects of our new Link building project were driven by 
considerations of sustainability?  

• Will these also inform our Hall development? 

• Are you one of St Peter’s hidden eco heroes, collecting up rubbish 
unasked and sorting it out for recycling - perhaps when a group using the 
buildings leaves it to someone else to do it?  

• Is St Peter’s on a green energy tariff? 

• We have a great many lights in the church alone – let alone the rest 
of the buildings. How many of the bulbs are eco-friendly? Do we turn 
them down or off when not in use to save energy? 

• We know that efforts are made to keep the magazine you’re reading 
‘green’ by using recycled printer paper and restricting colour pictures to 
the endpapers – and by sending electronic versions out to those who ask 
for it. But could we be doing more to cut back on our paper use and 
expensive colour costs in other materials we produce? Could we even 
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make the e-magazine the default option for regular readers: i.e. opt in to 
receive a paper copy rather than the e-magazine? 

• How ‘green’ is our new kitchen?  

• Does your St Peter’s group or organisation have someone who 
keeps an eye on responsible use of resources? 

We don’t have the answers, but there must be others who do! These 
questions might not have seemed so urgent even 12 months ago but now 
they loom much larger.  

We’d like to help build up a clearer picture of what’s happening. Maybe 
there are gaps to be filled – questions to be asked. Can you help us join 
up the jigsaw and find any missing pieces? Speak to us at church or 
coffee, or email us via the church office (office@stpetersedinburgh.org). 

As always, we would love to hear of any comments, thoughts or ideas 
you might have to take our discussion and ideas forward.  

 

What else does David do? 
by David Gibbon 

In my role as a member of the Diocesan Buildings Committee I see all the 
Canon 35 applications and pre-application consultations made by the 
churches in the Diocese when they want to undertake work to their 
buildings. Any alteration or reordering requires a Canon 35 approval. I 
also see the quinquennial survey reports that charges are required to 
submit on the condition of their buildings. We also receive grant and loan 
applications made to the Provincial Buildings Fund and consider whether 
we feel able to support their submission to Provincial Grants Committee. 
Finally we inspect vacant rectories and in one recent case we have taken 
it off the hands of the Vestry concerned. 

This work gives me an insight into various things: principally the 
competence or otherwise of the various Vestries in the diocese in matters 
connected with the repair, maintenance and adaptation of their buildings, 
and into the general condition of the buildings. 

Sometimes the committee is viewed with the sort of suspicion that anyone 
who has worked in a multi-site organisation will be aware tends to be 
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directed at “Head Office”. “Who are these interfering people who stand in 
our way?” they mutter behind our backs. The Scottish Episcopal Church 
is a highly devolved organisation and congregations are unaccustomed to 
any form of central diktat! 

For the most part, however, we are received with courtesy and patience 
and we rarely obstruct or fail to support proposals. The processes do, 
however, force charges to think through their intentions and proposals 
and to clearly articulate them. 

Although many congregations struggle with funding, my general 
impression of the Scottish Episcopal buildings in the diocese is that they 
are remarkably well maintained and that the denomination is in good 
heart. There aren’t enough activists, it would be true to say, but this is 
generally true of membership organisations today. 

It is, of course vital that buildings should be well cared for without being 
too much of a drain on their congregations because they are, essentially, 
incidental to what a church is about. 

Co-incidentally I also sit on the Provincial Grants committee but that’s 
another story. 

 

Dick Paxton: The Quiet Man  
AN APPRECIATION: by Robin Whike 

Sincere apologies to Robin for an unfortunate error which led to this 
article being omitted from last month’s magazine.  

I first met Dick in in 1976 when our Choir gave a complete performance of 
Haydn’s “The Creation” and Peter Hunt, at the time a stalwart member of 
the Choir, invited Dick and Chris, (Peter’s uncle and aunt) to come and 
augment the Choir for what was at the time a most ambitious project for 
St. Peter’s. But, with the help of Dick and Chris and one or two other 
invited guests, we managed to pull it off successfully. Having heard Chris 
and Dick singing, Gordon McMurdo, St. Peter’s Choir Warden (and 
wonderful recruiting sergeant) lost no time in persuading them both to 
come and sing in a “proper” Church Choir. A more blatant and 
unashamed piece of poaching you could never imagine! However, God 
works in mysterious ways, because Chris and Dick were at the time 
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actually looking for a new spiritual home because their own 
(Fountainbridge) Church, was in the process of closing so Dick and Chris 
didn’t need much persuading. But the move was assuredly made in 
heaven and it proved to be the beginning of a mutually happy, fruitful 
friendship, not only for Chris and Dick, but for our Church and particularly 
our Choir, a relationship which was destined to last for over forty years.  

As a fellow second bass, I had the privilege and pleasure to stand 
alongside Dick on Cantoris during most of those years and he taught me 
so much! I have never been a much of a sight-reader and have acquired 
most of my repertoire parrot-fashion through listening. Dick, on the other 
hand, was a brilliant reader! Chorister David Simpson once told how he 
had once heard someone say they had never heard Dick sing a wrong 
note - a statement with which I fully concur. But in addition to being 
extremely accurate, he possessed a beautifully rounded tone which, 
putting the two together, should have made him excellent soloist material. 
But Dick was a quiet, reserved soul with no such lofty ambitions being 
content to remain unobtrusively in the background. St. Peter’s has never 
known such a rock since its named founder!  

Later, I also sang alongside Dick and Chris at the Robin Chapel which,  
for a while looked like the St. Peter’s “Evening Choir” with organist Alistair 
Hair, Carolyn Bennet, Gordon McMurdo, Tom Jamieson, Gordon Leslie, 
Sue and Andrew Polson, Jim McLaren, Liz and David Simpson, my wife 
Pat and I.   

According to Peter Hunt, “Dick’s musical career started as a boy Chorister 
at St. John’s at the West End. He came from a musical family. His mother 
was the organist at Fountainbridge Church, where he and Chris sang 
there for many years along with Dick’s sisters, Phylis (contralto) and 
Isobel, a first-class soprano who, with Chris, sang and played leading 
roles with the Edinburgh Opera Company. It was quite a family Choir at 
Fountainbridge. 

Finally, I would like to thank Janet McKinnell for her excellent and more 
comprehensive article in an earlier edition of News and Views concerning 
Dick’s life and of his association with St. Peter’s Church. 

Dick was a lovely man and will be long remembered.   
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Sleeping … on Cold, Wet Streets 
by Adaobi Obika 

In case you haven’t heard, on Friday 15th November 2019, I had the 
opportunity to experience how the homeless of Edinburgh sleep on the 
streets every night. We gathered around St Andrew’s and St George’s 
West, from 6pm to 8am the following morning. I was there with 35 other 
students in my year group and 4 school staff members, who had done it 
before, so if we weren’t too sure what to do, they helped us.  

The night was cold, as it was coming up to the winter weather no one 
likes. It decided to rain that night, so the cardboard they gave you to 
sleep on was torn and wet before we got a chance to sleep on it and the 
paper sleeping bags they gave us to put on top of our sleeping bag was 
damp too, and torn during the night as we moved about. We had fun 
though! 

As we were with good friends, we had a silent disco and a hot meal that 
night at the cafe as well as hot drinks all night. I truly want to say thank 
you to everyone at St Peter’s who generously donated anything they 
could. I managed to raise £120 from the church and from others £100, so 
in total I brought back £220 to school. This contributed to the overall 
money raised at school of £17,905.40 from last September to this 
February. The Holy Rood RC family is thankful and grateful to you all. 
Spes nostra (Our Hope). 

 
 

Mops, Dusters and Polish 
by Liz Mackay 

Please come to church on SATURDAY 25 APRIL between 9.30am and 
12.30am, for as much or as little time as you can, to help us make the 
church shine for our new Rector, Nick Wills. Many hands make light work 
as the saying goes. All mops, dusters, polish etc. will be provided but feel 
free to bring your favourites. 
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The Day of Judgement  
by Laura Bird 

Thank you to all who have shared their thoughts on Phase One and Two 
and aspirations for Phase Three of our building improvements.  

At the time of writing, 38 members of the congregation have given their 
views. I hope to capture more opinions, so will let the survey run for a 
couple more weeks. I'm also soliciting views from people in the groups 
that use our hall. 

When most of the congregation and community users have had their say, 
I will publish the results. Where possible, niggles will be addressed. Views 
on the future of the hall will be used to inform that work. 

If you haven't been asked to fill out a feedback form and would like to, 
please contact Laura Bird at development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

 

Monday Group 
by Liz Philp 

The Monday Group meets regularly at 7.30pm in the choir vestry during 
the winter months – October to April – on the first and third Mondays of 
the month, although with one afternoon meeting per term. Please note 
that membership is open to all, both men and women, and their friends. 
Annual membership is £5, we ask for a £1 donation on the night if you 
come to a meeting. Talks are always open to non-members. 

We enjoyed our annual post-Christmas party on 20th January with good 
food provided by committee members and silly games. The talk on 3rd 
February by Ed Bethune on the 1722 Waggonway was most interesting, 
telling the history of the oldest railway in Scotland, salt production in 
Cockenzie, not to mention connections with the Battle of Prestonpans and 
smuggling (yes, of salt, a most valuable and taxed commodity)  

25th February is Shrove Tuesday when we will be holding the annual 
Pancake Party and Silent Auction. Tickets are £5, which includes  
1 sweet and 1 savoury pancake with a glass of wine. Do not take your 
unwanted Christmas gifts and other good quality items to a charity shop, 
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ring Liz at the office to arrange to have your donations collected. You can 
even bring them to the church hall on the afternoon of 25th February. 
Please bring all your friends and neighbours – the more people who 
come, the more money we will raise. 

On Monday 2nd March we will have a talk by Roger Emerson, teacher of 
Architectural Design at Edinburgh College of Art, entitled “Forsyth’s 
Globe” This wonderful object, a globe of circles delineating the orbits of 
the planets interwoven with the signs of the zodiac carried on the backs of 
life size golden cherubs, was in such a state of disrepair it was in danger 
of crashing down onto Princes Street. Roger will tell us the extraordinary 
tale of how one of the most well-known and beloved of Edinburgh’s 
skyline treasures was saved for the nation by a team of dedicated 
architects, construction workers, bronze-smiths and the City of Edinburgh 
Council. All most welcome to what promises to be a most interesting 
evening. 

Our original speaker for 16th March is unable to come so we hope to 
organise an outing to the cinema. Since showings are only posted on a 
Thursday, we will have to ring around to tell people what is available 
nearer the time. 

 

COG Activities 
by Liz Hare 

Our Community Outreach Group got 2020 off to a swing with a well-
attended Burns Super on January 24th, the first we had organised. The 
success of the event was largely due to the splendid contributions of our 
speakers and entertainers. Thanks to them all: young Donald Sutherland, 
Ian’s grandson, who piped in the haggis with aplomb; Robin Whike who 
addressed it with such gusto in the words of the bard; John Smith in full 
Highland rig delivered the Selkirk Grace – a special thanks to him for 
helping in the kitchen too. Rebecca Mackay not only sang Burns’ 
beautiful ‘Ca the Yows’ but also played Scots tunes for impromptu country 
dancing at the end of the evening.  

We were delighted to welcome back Dan Docwra to give the Immortal 
Memory; Rupert Forbes paid the Lassie some kind compliments in his 
Address to which Angela Saunders gave a sprightly reply! Tom Bird 
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recited some lines from ‘Tam o’ Shanter’, Laurie Whike sweetly sang 
more Burns songs and the roistering trio of Robin, John and Dan returned 
to the floor for the well-loved trio ‘Wullie Brewed a Peck o’ Maut’, 
accompanied by Ifeani Ezinmadu on the piano. In fact, Ife’s spirited 
playing entertained us throughout the evening, even adding some drama 
to the raffle draw!  

The Burns meal was excellent starting with Gloria’s Lo’s delicious cock-a-
leekie soup followed by MacSween’s haggis both meat and veggie and 
the usual accompaniments. Thanks to the unseen toilers in the kitchen, 
Ann Stevenson, Ruth Tiplady, Rebecca Brouwers and Gloria Lo.  

We were pleased to welcome many neighbours, friends and family 
members from outwith the congregation. Over £800 was raised for the 
World Land Trust, bringing our total for this excellent charity up to over 
£1000. So far, the Tree Lighting, Harvest Lunch and Choir pub carol 
singing have all contributed to this total. But we hope to raise even more. 

COG’S next event is on 27th March at 7pm when we will be showing the 
film ‘A Plastic Ocean’ in the hall, tickets £7/£5 concession, also in aid of 
the World Land Trust. With David Attenborough as their patron, this 
charity works to conserve environments threatened by climate change 
and human interventions. Please buy tickets from Liz Hare after church 
any Sunday. Fliers for the film are available and we would appreciate 
your help with distributing these to get as large attendance for this 
important film as possible. Liz  

 

International Student Café 
by Kristee Boyd 

Our most recent International Student Cafe meet-up involved pizza for 
dinner and skittles bowling at Sheep Heid Inn (note Adaobi’s technique in 
the photos). Many thanks to all who came along–it was a really fun event. 
Our next event in March will involve a lunch together after church and a 
friendly debate around the topic: Was Jesus a Feminist? This group is for 
university students and young adults–if you are interested in coming 
along, please let me know! 
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Edinburgh Direct Aid for Syria 
from Ann Thanisch of Edinburgh Direct Aid and Craigmillar Park Church 

WINTER STORMS WORST YET FOR HOMELESS SYRIANS 

While we cope with miserable travelling, floods, colds and flu in the British 
winter, severe storms are creating unimaginable hardship for Syrians 
already enduring dire conditions, as the war drags on into its 10th year.  

So many are living in tents and makeshift shelters which are now 
enveloped in snow in sub-zero temperatures, with access to vital supplies 
of heating oil, food and medicines under threat. In north west Syria, 
hundreds of thousands of civilians recently displaced by intense fighting 
in Idlib gather in such conditions around the closed Turkish border.  

On the other side of the border with Lebanon, tens of thousands of 
refugees in Arsal, which lies at an altitude higher than Ben Nevis, contend 
with rising prices, road closures, and diminishing access to aid. For all, 
the immediate issue is keeping the snow out of the tents and getting 
enough food and heat for their families. Other problems will follow – 
floods as the snows melt, increasing illness as immunity lowers. And ever 
present is the fear and lack of hope as the war drags on.       

Edinburgh Direct Aid (www.edinburghdirectaid.org / 0131 552 1545) is a 
small Scottish charity (SC021007) of volunteers doing what they can to 
help those in desperate need as a result of war or natural disaster. EDA is 
currently sending supplies of clothes & blankets to Idlib and distributing 
heating oil and food in Arsal, where it also provides more long term 
support with education and training.  

Edinburgh Direct Aid is urgently appealing for financial donations to 
support the refugees through their worst winter yet. 

 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Front Cover photo by Jimmy Conover on Unsplash. 
Back cover photo by Kristine Cinate on Unsplash. 
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GDPR …Please Help! 
by Janet McKinnell 

It’s getting on for two years since we first travelled the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) route and filled out the necessary 
paperwork–paperwork which no longer meets our requirements and now 
needs to be revised and updated. 

Once I have everything ready, we will move to much better, clearer forms. 
I ask for your patience and co-operation while this is being done. 
Complete and accurate records are needed to pass on to our new rector. 

Please note: We are not permitted by GDPR to keep contact details of 
any member of the congregation for whom we do not have a completed 
GDPR form.  

First of all, I will send the information and forms to everyone for whom we 
have an email address. Forms will also be available at coffee time each 
Sunday during March. Other people will be contacted individually. Forms 
can be returned by email, on Sundays or posted to St Peter’s.  

 

Delia’s birthday party 
Later in the afternoon, after a recent Thursday Service and Lunch Club 
meal, a small group had a little tea party to celebrate Delia's 95th 
birthday.  

 

What's going on?  
by Kristee Boyd, St Peter’s Community Development 
 
TODDLER GROUPS 

St Peter's Toddler Groups continue to thrive! We run on Mondays and 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30am. All are welcome, even if it's just to stop by 
and meet some of our lovely parents, grandparents and nannies! 
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Many thanks to Liz Philp who has been taking care of our children on 
Sundays over the February half term break! Children's Church runs every 
Sunday except for the 1st Sunday of each month when we have our All-
Age Hall Service. We follow the Liturgical Calendar and we use A Joyful 
Path curriculum, which incorporates games and activities with practical 
lessons around faith, spirituality, empathy, social justice, environmental 
sustainability, etc. All children are most welcome. 

 

Dates for the Diary 
FEBRUARY 
 25  Shrove Tuesday Party and Silent Auction • 6.30-8.30pm in the hall  

 26 Ash Wednesday • services at 11.00am and 8.00pm. 
 

MARCH 
 1 Early Sunday services return to 08.30am. 

 3 Area Council Meeting • 7.30pm in the Choir Vestry 

 4,11,18, 25 March +1 April• Bible Study in the Choir vestry at 7.30pm 

 5 Holy Communion • 11.00am, followed by lunch. 

14 Diocesan Synod * St Paul’s and St George’s 

16 Monday Group • 7.30pm in the Choir Vestry. 

17 Tuesday Afternoon Service • 2.30pm in the hall. 

 Vestry Meeting • 7.30pm in the choir vestry. 

19 Magazine Deadline • for the April issue. 

22  Choral Evensong • 6.30pm 
 

27 COG film: A Plastic Ocean - see page 18. 
 

29 Services will be Mattins and Hall service, as the following Sunday 
will be Palm Sunday. 
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Sunday Services 
08.30am  A quiet said service of Holy Communion, usually using the 

Book of Common Prayer. 

10.45am A sung service of Holy Communion using liturgies from 1982 
and 1970; includes children’s activities. 

  First Sunday of the month: 

   Sung Matins in the church  
   Informal all-age Communion service in the Hall 
 6.30pm Choral Evensong, usually the fourth Sunday of the month. 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

 1 Mar Gen 2.15-17; 3.1-7 • Matthew 4.1-11 
 8 Mar  Genesis 12.1-4a • Romans 4.1-5, 13-17 • John 3.1-17 
15 Mar Exodus 17.1-7 • Romans 5.1-11 • John 4.5-42 
22 Mar  Mothering Sunday – readings tbc 
29 Mar Ezekiel 37.1-14 • John 11.1-45 

 

Weekday Services 
Monthly services of Holy Communion are held at St Peter’s at 11.00am 
on the first Thursday of the month, followed by lunch in a local 
restaurant.  

The next services will be on Thursdays 5 March and 2 April 
Monthly services of Holy Communion in the hall are also held on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm followed by tea/coffee and cake.  
Next afternoon services: Tuesdays 17 March and 21 April 
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People 
CLERGY 

Interim Pastor:  The Very Revd Jim Mein 
Associate Priest: The Revd Sue Whitehouse 

LAY READER: Mrs Janet McKinnell  

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES       
Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes 
Organist: Sheila Chisholm 
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton 
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd 
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson 
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir 
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes 
Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell 
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson 
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Verger: Deborah Waterson 
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan 
Hall Bookings: Vacant 
Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare  
 

All these people can be contacted via the Church Office: 
0131 662 9171 or office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Office hours are usually 9.00am to 1.00pm, Monday to Friday. 
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