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Due to Covid-19, the office is 
currently closed with Laura 
and Sheila working from home. 

 

A Farewell Letter from  
The Very Reverend Jim Mein 
Interim Pastor until 28th April 

Dear Friends, 
 
It has been an interesting 9 months – though as I 
write this I am reminded there is an old Chinese 
curse “May you live in interesting times” – still, 
being saved from boring times is something I am 
always grateful for. 
  
Boring times are when it appears your life is 
making no difference, no contribution to the world 
around and I think many people feel that in 
modern times. I guess the thought I’d like to share 
as I leave is that we don’t have to be active and 
have the power to change things in order to 
contribute – though for those who are active and 
do have influence, that is good.   
  
We also contribute by receiving: indeed to receive 
gracefully is a great gift to others. Perhaps this is 
one of many things the present situation may 
teach us. We live in a community and  “We” is 
more important than “I” – and speaking of 
“Them” is generally a sign of failure. 
  
So, as Nick and Becky become part of your community in these most 
peculiar circumstances, I send them my best wishes. And my best 
wishes, and my thanks to you, the congregation, as you work to keep 
your community together and look out to all the world which is all “us”. 
  
With my love,     
Jim 
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A Letter From Rev Nick Wills 
 Rector from 28th April 

I was really pleased that I was able to share worship with you on Easter 
Day, through an online Communion service which I uploaded to 
YouTube. Thank you to Rupert, Sheila and the choir for use of their 
recording archive, and to Jim for so generously allowing me to preside at 
your Easter Day service.  
A big thank you, too, to all of you who have written to say how much you 
appreciated being able to join in with the service. It was very strange, and 
not very easy, to lead a service (and more so to preach) with nobody 
there, but the comments from members of St Peter's (and friends of mine 
from elsewhere) made it feel that we were indeed in Communion with 
each other and with God. 
Becky, Jamie, Matty and I are settling in well to our new home, and we're 
especially pleased that Blackford Hill is within walking distance for our 
daily exercise. What stunning views! 
This magazine marks The Very Reverend Jim Mein's last week as Interim 
Rector at St Peter's. I'm sure you would all like to join me in offering warm 
thanks for his care and guidance to you all over recent months. Although 
Jim's last Sunday as Interim Rector will not be as we had all envisaged, I 
sincerely hope that he will come back at some point in the near future so 
that we can express our thanks in person. 
I will still be Licensed by the Bishop of Edinburgh, Right Reverend John 
Armes, on 28th April, and formally begin my time as Rector then. Again, 
the current restrictions mean that that will be done via video link rather 
than in person. 
We are aware that some members of the church are currently unable to 
receive this magazine as we are no longer posting hard copies due to 
Covid-19. We are adhering to guidelines affirmed by our Bishop that we 
should not work at the church, which is where the printer is located, 
except where absolutely necessary.  
As a result we are asking you if you will check with those you may be 
paired with through our Buddy scheme whether they have read this 
magazine, and if not, that you will offer to read one or two articles. 
Similarly please talk about online church services or resources to them. 
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Amongst the lockdown due to Covid-19 and everything having been 
cancelled, we must not forget that at the end of May we will also be 
saying another farewell. This time to our Lay Reader, Janet McKinnell. 
During her 10 years with us, she has been an invaluable support and 
worked tirelessly and selflessly for St Peter’s. A proper appreciation will 
be said in the June magazine. Again, we hope that we will be able to say 
a proper goodbye to Janet in person at a service once the restrictions are 
lifted. 
We still don't know how long the restrictions on us meeting together as a 
worshipping community will remain in place. When we do eventually 
come back together I would like to reassure you that I am not in a rush to 
change things. I think that it will be important for you all to have as familiar 
a time as possible on your return to St Peter's, after all that you will have 
been through.  
I hope and pray that that day will come soon, and that we will be a 
supportive and caring church community until then, and as we move on in 
Jesus’ name thereafter. 
With my prayers, 
Nick 
 

Thank you Jim! 
By Sue Whitehouse 

Our Interim Pastor… The Very Reverend Jim Mein. Thank you! 

Jim came to St Peter’s as our Interim Pastor in September 2019 and his 
last Sunday with us was April 26th. He has led us in changing times… the 
completion of phase 2 of the building project, the appointment and arrival 
of a new Rector and, in the last six weeks, lock down and a scattered 
congregation.   

Throughout his time with us people have very much appreciated his warm 
encouragement and concern for each of us as individuals. The Vestry has 
benefitted greatly from his wisdom and experience... and the last two 
meetings that he chaired were no doubt as much a first for him as for 
us… one met by conference phone call and the last meeting was by 
Zoom! 
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Some fifteen of us had started to meet for Jim’s Lent Study on Mark’s 
Gospel and have gained much from his insight and understanding. We 
were able to continue in isolation from the weekly prayers and notes that 
he emailed to us.  

Above all, Jim’s Good Friday reflections, prayers and choice of hymns 
gave us the opportunity for a thoughtful and devotional Good Friday at 
home and, because we have the text, it is something that we can return 
to. Holy Saturday’s liturgy was a spiritual and hopeful preparation for 
Easter Sunday. 

And so, on behalf of us all, ‘Thank you, Jim’, for all that you have given 
and done for us over these last 8 months. We hope that you will be able 
to return to a service once we are back in church so that we can thank 
you in person. Meantime we hope that you enjoy a restful summer! 
 

Keeping in Touch 
By Sheila Chisholm 
We are trying our best to keep in touch with everyone and give whatever 
support is needed while all services and activities are suspended.  
Although the office is officially closed, Laura and I are both working from 
home and covering any office administration.  
Do feel free to email the office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org,  
contact any of the Ministry team Nick, Sue or Janet, through the office 
email, or Kristee via: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 

 
Notes for our weekly services that 
you may wish to use at home are 
being emailed out each Saturday 
evening. They can also be 
downloaded from 
the regularly updated Webpage  
under ‘Spiritual Resources’: 
stpetersedinburgh.org.  
If you are not receiving the emails 
but would like to, please email the 
office. 
 
Picture used with permission of: CartoonChurch.com 
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The Buddy System for St Peter's is now up and running and we hope is 
being enjoyed. The aim of the Buddy System is to keep a sense of 
community and hopefully to boost each other's morale when we check in 
with one another from time to time. If you have any questions about the 
scheme, feel free to contact Kristee directly: 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
 
 

The Community Outreach Group  
By Liz Hare 

Let’s start on a positive note! COG managed to provide a team of 
caterers last month for a Bethany Shelter in Diadem, the converted 
church on the Chesser Avenue /Gorgie Road corner. Most of the 
homeless had been found single accommodation housing so numbers 
were small.  
 

Gloria Lo provided her small team, Dominic Arthur and Margaret Garden, 
with facemasks and they observed the proper distance as they prepared 
a truly cordon bleu meal of chicken in a delicious sauce followed by 
homemade cheesecake. It was served to the clients by the Bethany staff, 
so the team didn’t have the satisfaction of seeing their food relished by 
the rough sleepers – always the best part of the evening. Many thanks to 
Gloria, Margaret and Dom for agreeing to do this.  
 

Things are changing for Bethany. They are working closely with the 
council to support Edinburgh’s homeless community who are especially at 
risk of contracting the virus. The Care Shelter is now based in the Old 
Waverley Hotel, 43 Princes Street where single rooms are being 
provided. Due to the emergency, shelters will be extended until 29th June 
so if we can provide a team to cater at another shelter, this would be 
much appreciated. We are already scheduled to cook for one on 2nd May. 
Only those under 70 and not in the high-risk category can volunteer. 
 

Bethany informed me that they will practise social distancing and provide 
PPE for all volunteers. They envisage numbers growing from about 20 to 
the usual 70 we cater for at the shelters.  
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Ruth Longmuir writes:  

‘It may seem contrary to the stay at home message (which is so 
important), but the Care Shelter is an essential service and is seen as 

such by Public Health and the Scottish Government.  
The move to the hotel will bring greater safely to our guests,  

many of whom have underlying health conditions,  
and we thank God for this provision.’ 

 
If any of you feel able to help at this challenging time, please contact me 
and I can provide more details. 
 

One of our volunteers, Judy Moss, has been working from home to help 
Bethany. She and her sisters Val and Andre have been baking their 
delicious scones for distribution from the Bethany Care vans. Their 
generous nephew Nick provided the ingredients for the large batches in 
the photo on page 2. Andre has been taking them to both the Bethany 
vans, and to ‘Steps for Hope’, a new van organised by St Cuthbert’s to 
help feed the homeless. 
 
Other COG news – sadly we have had to postpone all spring and summer 
events, the Plastic Ocean Film show and the Summer Fair. This means 
we will need to work hard to raise the money to buy food for the next 
round of shelters. If anyone feels able to donate towards our work with 
Bethany, it costs us around £120 to cater for one shelter. Why not 
sponsor one!  

 
 
We are 
delighted that 
all your 
support for 
COG’s recent 
activities 
raised over 
£1,155 for the 
World Land 
Trust. 
That money 
has been 
passed on. 
 

 

 
St Peter’s Church 

 

 made a donation of £1155 to World Land Trust’s Action Fund  
to purchase and protect threatened habitats and their wildlife  

 
 Fundraising ~ March 2020 

 
 The Action Fund supports our most urgent projects and enables us to respond quickly when conservation 
intervention is needed. As well as supporting land purchase and protection across our projects, the Action 
Fund may be used to fund our Keepers of the Wild programme and forest restoration through Plant a Tree. 

 
Thank you for helping us to save land to save species 
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Hannah Nutt writes with thanks: 
 

‘Donations to the World Land Trust Action Fund are used for our most 
urgent project needs and enable us to respond quickly 

when urgent conservation intervention is needed.  
As well as supporting land purchase and protection across our projects, 

the Action Fund may also be used to fund rangers, reforestation or       
      other conservation needs from our partners.’  

 

To find out what the Action Fund achieved recently, see: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaZofPlmYqE&feature=youtu.be  
 

Take care, everyone, and keep well! 

 

Basics Bank 
By Janet McKinnell 
 

Our local Basics Bank is struggling without the usual level of donations of 
food and toiletries. The coronavirus pandemic only increases the 
donations needed for help. Without our usual Sunday services, it is 
difficult for most of us to donate food and toiletries.  

People have asked whether they can donate 
money instead of carrying food to church. The 
answer is yes, as Basics Bank needs to pay 
for some of the food it receives and has other 
overheads to cover.  

The nine Basics Banks in Edinburgh are in partnership with Edinburgh 
City Mission, as is Bethany with its Care Van. ‘Our’ Basics Bank is hosted 
by Community Church around the corner and supported by Newington 
Churches Together, of which we are an active part. 

Basics Bank has always been very grateful for our donations. If anyone is 
interested in supporting Basics Bank financially during these difficult 
times, Edinburgh City Mission has a Justgiving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/edinburghcitymission 

If you would prefer to set up a standing order, please let me know and I 
can send you a form. 

The Coronavirus 
pandemic only increases 

the need for help 
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Climate Corner 
By Anna Mattinson  

What have I changed in the last year to try and play my small part on 
reducing my carbon footprint and plastic pollution? 

Food Waste 
I now collect food waste for the council street collection. This has been so 
easy and has significantly reduced how often I have to take out my main 
dustbin! The food waste in Edinburgh is put in an anaerobic digester, with 
the gas produced being used to generate power which goes into the 
national grid. Each tonne of food waste can generate enough electricity to 
boil 2500 kettles. And, in Edinburgh we send 700 tonnes for recycling 
each month! It’s nice to think my vegetable peelings are being used to 
make cups of tea! 

Shampoo and Soap 
Instead of buying shower gel in plastic bottles I now buy bars of soap in 
cardboard boxes. A small change, but perhaps saving around 10 plastic 
bottles a year. I have also started using shampoo bars – in fact one 
shampoo bar has lasted over a year so far! It smells great and lathers 
brilliantly. For a chance to win a shampoo bar please submit an idea of 
what St Peter’s could do to be more environmentally friendly, and the 
most exciting submission will win! (Submissions to Christine Bethune and 
Anna Mattinson via the church office.).   

Energy 
I choose to use ‘Bulb’, an energy supplier that provides 100% renewable 
electricity (solar, wind and hydro). The gas is also 100% carbon neutral, 
due to 10% being green gas produced from renewable source like food 
and farm waste, and the remaining being offset by carbon reduction 
projects. I wonder what energy St Peter’s uses – hopefully I will have 
worked this out by next month’s edition.  

** If you have an electric car we would love to hear from you, to hear 
about your experiences of choosing, buying, driving and charging this.  
Please get in touch! ** 
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Eco-Congregation Scotland (ECS) 
Local Area Meeting (Edinburgh and East Lothian)  
By Christine Bethune 

I took part in this Zoom (online video) meeting on 17th April organised by 
Judith MacLeod, Programme Co-ordinator for ECS. Representatives from 
6 other congregations participated - Church of Scotland, Roman Catholic 
and Scottish Episcopal - as well as Rev. David Coleman, the ECS 
chaplain and visiting preacher.  

ECS is putting as much of its work and information as possible online in 
the current lockdown. Do we have practical suggestions as to what we 
need from ECS and how we can work? How do we reach and support our 
congregations and our communities? What new opportunities exist? How 
do we keep eco issues alive when people are preoccupied with Covid-19 
and its effects? 

Useful links: 
www.ecocongregationscotland.org; and on Facebook: search for 
‘EcoChaplain online’ 
 
Positives: 
• The opportunity post-lockdown to re-evaluate how we care for our 

planet after being forced to live in a quieter, cleaner environment.  
• The postponement of the COP26 climate summit in Glasgow - 

probably by a year – will give churches more time and opportunities 
to work together alongside the main programme. 

• Initiatives and dialogue are reaching a much wider audience as 
churches put more resources online, and as those outside 
congregations discover what churches are doing via online 
information, services and social media pages. 

Areas for concern 
• Justice issues around Covid-19 spreading in poor and less 

developed communities worldwide: e.g. food availability; impossibly 
unattainable hygiene requirements. 

• Waste recycling: councils cutting back on collections (e.g. garden 
waste and glass in Edinburgh) and closing community recycling 
facilities. 
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What happens next? 
Churches have been forced to find new ways of working, some of which 
are better practice than previously!  

• Online meetings for ECS representatives enables more to 
participate where travel distances are difficult to justify. (e.g. from 
remote island communities) 

• In-person visits from the chaplain/preacher can be replaced on 
request by either pre-recorded talks (15-60 minutes) in coordination 
with individual congregations, or participating in a ‘live’ service. 
Again, these could reach a much wider audience than in a normal 
service. 

• Eco congregations can learn from and share each other’s initiatives; 
use extra free time to find out more. 

• We should prepare for post-lockdown by being ready to share 
knowledge and help on environmental and climate issues with our 
communities, engaging with local concerns and community projects.  

• Opportunities are emerging for working with other organisations. 
(More on this after the Annual Gathering and AGM on 25th April) 

• I wasn’t the only ‘newbie’. Several participants asked for a ‘Getting 
Started’ pack which – if helpful – I will share with you later. 

The meeting was friendly and informative, and I was pleased to have 
been there!  

The Annual Gathering and AGM I am attending on the 25th April will also 
be via Zoom. I’ll report on this in the June issue of News & Views, as well 
as on the St Peter’s private Facebook Group page. 

What do you think about the effect the current global lockdowns have had 
on fuel emissions worldwide? Will it make us behave more responsibly in 
future, or will we just go on as before? 
 

******* 
 

As always, Christine and Anna would love to hear of any comments, 
views and suggestions for how St Peter’s can move forward in acting 
more cohesively in our response to the threat of climate change. You can 
contact us by emailing office@stpetersedinburgh.org  
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Working with Covid-19... 
An email sent to the Choir on 11th April 2020,  

from Fiona Barton, our Choir Warden,  
and a Nurse at The New Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 

I thought that I would bring you up to date with what's 
happening in the RIE during these unprecedented times, 
and give you an insight into what it's like to deal with this 
virus on the frontline as it were. 

Work is very strange. The hospital is unrecognisable; outpatient 
departments have closed, staff redeployed. The wards on the top floor - 
the 'red zone' (orthopaedics, general medicine, respiratory, liver and 
renal) have vanished, to be replaced by Covid-19 wards. My intensive 
care unit on the first floor, the 'green zone', the cardiothoracic one, is now 
the ‘clean’ ICU, as the main ICU is now taken up by Covid patients. My 
ward is now a 'clean' respiratory ward, with cardiac surgery having been 
transferred through to Glasgow to the 'clean' Golden Jubilee 
hospital. We're still doing urgent lung cancer operations, but only 2 a day, 
and each day the patients check to see if they are allowed to be done. 

Becoming a 'clean' respiratory ward is not without its hazards. We are 
seeing patients who have had numerous negative swabs but still have 
symptoms of Covid, and eventually test positive. It is 
extremely stressful, a little bit like Russian roulette, as 
we are never certain if the so-called negative patients 
aren't in fact positive. We, the nurses, have felt very 
vulnerable, as we are having to deal with these patients, but the people 
who are making the decisions about where to place these patients are 
safely tucked away in offices. However, gradually over the last three 
weeks, we have been locking down. Visiting stopped a couple of weeks 
ago, and I just heard yesterday that we now have to wear masks as soon 
as we enter the ward, even if we are not with patients - I think they have 
realised that we can't take any chances. What is certain is that Covid is a 
disease like no other; it is secretive, highly infectious, swift and potentially 
deadly. 

The toll on the mental health is huge. I have nightmares and dreams most 
nights, and am aware of being in a heightened state of tension. I and a 
number of staff ended up in tears the other evening, overwhelmed by the 

 ... a bit like 
Russian roulette. 



14 • News & Views May 2020  

uncertainty of it all - and we are nothing like the ICUs. I can only imagine 
what it must be like for the ICU nurses, dressed in the maximum PPE, the 
FFP masks so tight that they leave marks on 
the face, turning your nose red like Rudolph - 
and dealing with the sickest of patients. I 
assume this must have been how people felt 
going to war. However, the camaraderie and 
support from the other staff is immense - they have become like a second 
family. We have seen a number of staff return to the ward who had left to 
work in outpatient departments, or who were undergoing training, so it 
has been great from that point of view, although they may argue 
otherwise! The organisation have also put many different supportive 
measures in place such as help lines, and access to psychologists, so we 
don't feel alone. Thank goodness I have a faith - I couldn't get through 
this without it. 

As I left on Wednesday, there was a sense that the tsunami was only a 
few days away. I have been hearing from other health care professionals 
in London describing the ICUs there as being run by whoever is able, 
from dental hygienists to Outpatient Department nurses, with ICU nurses 
overseeing six patients at a time as opposed to the usual one nurse to 
one patient ratio. They have had to abandon 
training as it was too time consuming, with 
on the job training now being the norm. I 
have had ICU experience, albeit 20 years 
ago, so have been undertaking an online 
refresher course run by Edinburgh University 
and the Royal College of Physicians - put 
together in two weeks - so that I am as prepared as possible, in case I am 
drafted in to help. Everything is changing so quickly; everybody is 
frantically trying to learn how to look after these patients, and try to find 
the best methods to treat and keep these patients alive. I am back to work 
on Monday for a couple of nights, and then Andre and I are on holiday for 
a week. We are lucky; all the Medical staff’s leave has been cancelled. 
I hope that you forgive me for rabbiting on a bit, but I thought you might 
like to know what life in the hospital has been like since the lock down 
started, so there it is! It is, therefore, with much longing that I look forward 
to resuming church and choir, and only having to worry about such things 
as whether I've got the rhythm or note right! 
In the meantime, stay safe, stay at home, and remember me and the 
others fighting this ghastly virus in your prayers... 

I look forward to resuming 
church and choir, and only 
having to worry about such 

things as whether I've got the 
rhythm or note right! 

The camaraderie and 
support from other staff 

is immense. 
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Sunday Evenings at 7pm 
In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, thousands of Christians have 
answered the call of 13 Christian organisations across Scotland to pray 
together each Sunday at 7pm.  
 

The joint statement reads:  
 

‘As we find ourselves living through a renewed phase of Lockdown, we 
see in the Gospel of John (20: 19-23) that, in part, the experience of the 
disciples, even on the day of Resurrection, was one in which they found 

themselves locked in and behind closed doors. 

Their experience of Lockdown was interrupted by the presence of Jesus 
as he came and stood among them. He speaks into the depths of their 

fears and anxieties: “Peace be with you.” We hear these words and know 
that they speak to us. We listen again for what he will say and discover 

that Jesus simply repeats himself: “Peace be with you.” As we still 
ourselves, we hear those words of peace spoken and sense that they are 
spoken to us and to all who long to hear a word that heals and reassures: 

“Peace be with you”.’ 

Everyone is invited to light a candle in their window at 7pm on a Sunday, 
and say the following prayer: 

Living God, speak into the depths of our experience, 
Speak the word that stills our fears 
And calms our anxieties: 
‘Peace be with you.’ 
Speak your word to the lonely and to the broken, 
To the bereaved and to those whose world has crumbled: 
‘Peace be with you.’ 

Faithful God, speak to us behind locked doors 
As we remember others, who risk their own safety, 
In order to serve others: 
Peace be with them. 
Carers and nurses, doctors and ambulance drivers, 
Delivery drivers and shop assistants:  
Peace be with them. 
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God who inspires Hope, speak to us in the present 
And speak to us of the future, 
For though the doors are locked, in time they shall be open: 
Peace shall be renewed. 
For those who lead the life of our Nation: Our Queen Elizabeth, 
First Minister and Prime Minister, and all who shape our common life, 
For us all: Peace shall be renewed. 

God whose name is love and whose gift is love, 
Open our hearts to know you and to love you, 
To love you and to love our neighbour 
And as we do, to hear again: ‘Peace be with you.’ 
May we find our strength in you, 
And hear again:  
‘Peace be with you.’    Amen. 
 

Further prayers can be found at: 
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/coronavirus-updates/prayers-in-a-time-
of-pandemic/ 

Monday Group 
By Liz Philp 

Unfortunately due to the restrictions of Covid-19, it will be no surprise to 
hear that the May Drive for senior members of the congregation has been 
cancelled. Time will tell if the Annual Dinner in June will have a similar 
fate, but hopefully by October we will be able to meet again as normal! 
 
 

Magazine Articles  
Please submit your contributions as soon  
as you can and no later than the deadline. 
Please send all articles and photos to:  
          office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

 

Articles and photos should be sent by email, 
remembering that photos should be sent 
separately. This allows for more careful editing 
and a better quality of printing. Thank you. 

NEWS & VIEWS 
Contributions welcome. 
DEADLINE for the June 
issue is 

SATURDAY 
23rd May 
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JARPING 
By Liz Philp 

When I was a little girl one of the fun things about Easter Day was 
Jarping. This is a game where the family sit round the tea table each with 
a hard-boiled egg. You take turns biffing (jarping) one end of your 
neighbour’s egg with an end of yours (it doesn’t matter whether it is the 
pointy or the rounded end) - for some reason only one end gets crushed, 
never both, and the other end remains intact. You keep going on round 
the group until one person only has at least one intact end and they are 
the winner. Then you eat the eggs! On Holy Saturday we would have had 
fun going round the garden picking tiny leaves and 
flowers which you placed on an egg which was 
then wrapped in onion skins, then wrapped in a 
piece of cloth bound round with wool, before being 
boiled for the usual 15 - 20 minutes. It was such 
fun to unwrap the eggs to see if the flowers had made pretty patterns - 
lupin leaves worked well, but daffodils just turned to mush. 

When I first introduced my late husband Brian to this Easter game he was 
inclined to scoff, he reckoned my family must have just made it up, but we 
googled it and it turns out it is very much a thing, although a very 
localised tradition, in County Durham, which is where I grew up. There is 
even a World Jarping Championship - at the Peterlee Cricket Club!! 

So this year my children and I decided we would have a ‘Zoom’ Jarp!  
My egg decoration didn’t go too well, not for 
lack of little flowers, but dearth of onion skins. 
In previous years I would just gather them up 
from the loose onions basket in the 
supermarket - when I explained to the checkout 
ladies what they were for they obviously just thought “batty old woman” 
but never charged me! Anyway we booked a Zoom slot, with a plan 
whereby each household had spare eggs to represent the ones jarped 
from the others. However it didn’t really work!  

In Murrayfield Avenue Isobel, aged 18 months, howled when her daddy 
whacked her lovely egg and cracked it. In Cambridge Bríd, aged 4, 
although she had had fun decorating the eggs the day before announced 
she wasn’t playing because “I don’t like eggs” (or most probably because 

There is even a 
World Jarping 
Championship! 

Lupin leaves worked 
well, but daffodils just 

turned to mush. 
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when she knows grown ups are trying to get her to do something she 
won’t co-operate just to annoy them - she is starting school in September, 
that should be interesting). However her little brother Ruairí, aged not 
quite 2, was hugely enthusiastic. He commandeered all the eggs and 
whacked all of them all over and then tried to eat them shell and all! 
Granny was declared the winner. 

So we should perhaps leave the jarping until the grandchildren are a bit 
older and we can truly be together, but the Zoom idea was great, we were 
able, even in these difficult times, to have a good laugh and wish each 
other a Happy Easter. 

 

New Rectory Phone Number 
Please note that the phone number for Rev. Nick Wills at the Rectory is 
now: 0131 259 1933. 
 

 

Bishop’s Lent Appeal  

This year the charities that Bishop John chose were a local charity, “The 
Open Door” and an overseas charity, “Project Embabazi”. Both are 
charities well worthy of our support and full information is available on 
their websites: www.theopendoor.org.uk  &  www.projectembabazi.org.uk  

It is not too late to send a donation to the Bishop’s Lent Appeal. If you 
wish to do so, given the current situation, you can donate as follows: 
• Send a cheque, payable to St Peter’s Episcopal Church, to the 

Church Office at 14 Lutton Place Edinburgh EH8 9PE, with a note 
stating that the money is for the Bishop’s Lent Appeal. 

• Make a Bank Transfer to St Peter’s Episcopal Church,  
sort code 80-02-83, account no 00439927,  
with Bishop’s Lent Appeal in the payment description. 

The Treasurer will consolidate all payments received and pass them on to 
the Diocesan Office. 
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Giving to St Peter’s during the 
Covid-19 Crisis 
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary 

Thank you all for your continued and valued financial support of St Peter’s 
church. St Peter’s needs congregational offerings to continue during the 
Covid crisis if at all possible, as staff will continue to be paid during the 
crisis, and expenses such as the Diocesan Quota and other incidentals 
still need to be paid.  
Because of the UK government announcement on 23rd March, it seems 
that people wishing to continue their weekly offerings have only one of 
two choices:  
1. Set up monthly payments to St Peter’s either by Internet directly into  

St Peter’s bank account or, if internet banking is not an option, by 
setting up a Standing Order using forms available from the Gift Aid 
secretary (Chris Hodgson) or via the donor’s bank. The amounts 
transferred are recorded on monthly invoices sent to the Treasurer 
(Duncan McKinnell) and credited to the donor’s name in the register 
maintained by the Gift Aid secretary.  

To do this, you need St Peter’s bank details:  
Bank of Scotland, 51 South Clerk St, EH8 9PP  
Sort code: 80-02-83 
Account number: 00439927    

2. Set aside the sum you wish to donate and bring that to church when  
normal service is resumed.  

If previously you have filled out a Gift Aid declaration then St Peter’s can 
claim tax relief on the sum donated. If you have not filled out a Gift Aid 
declaration and wish to do so then forms are available from the Gift Aid 
secretary.  
If you wish your donation to be used for a specific purpose, eg Bishop’s 
Lent Appeal, please mark your donation appropriately. If this is not 
possible then write to the Gift Aid secretary who will assign the donation 
accordingly. Wishing you all continued good health.  
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson: Email: hodgsonchris465@gmail.com 
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Judy Gibbon 
We mourn the passing of Judy Gibbon who died peacefully on Thursday 
16th April after a long illness. A long-standing member of St Peter’s,  
Judy was a member of the Craft Club, and until fairly recently was still 
able to attend services and many church events. Due to the Coronavirus 
restrictions, the family have had a private funeral, but we pray for them 
all. Especially her husband David, daughter Laura Bird, son Rob, and 
grandchildren. A full Eulogy will be included in the June magazine. 

Pat Purser 
We also mourn the loss of Pat Purser, a much loved and long-standing 
member of St Peter's, who died on 22nd April. In her nineties, recently she 
has been housebound. However, for decades before this, she was very 
involved in almost every area of the life in St Peter's including welcoming, 
offertory, and serving coffee. She was also a regular member of the 
Monday Group. Due to the restrictions, it will be a private funeral service 
but we pray for her family at this time.  

Sunday Services 
These are currently suspended, but hopefully they will resume 
before too long. 

The normal pattern of services is:  

8.30am  A quiet said service of Holy Communion, usually using the 
Book of Common Prayer. 

10.45am A sung service of Holy Communion using liturgies from 1982 
and 1970; includes children’s activities. 

  First Sunday of the month: 
   Sung Matins in the church  
   Informal all-age Communion service in the Hall 
6.30pm Choral Evensong, usually the fourth Sunday of the month,         

but not in July or August. 
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Sunday Readings 
 

3  May Acts 2.42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2.19-25; John 10.1-10 

10 May  Acts 7.55-60; Psalm 31.1-5,15-16; 1 Peter 2.2-10; John14.1-14 
17 May Acts 17. 22- 31; Psalm 66.7- 18; 1 Peter 3.13-22; John 14.15-21  

24 May Acts 1.6-14; Psalm 68.1-10,33-36; 1 Peter 4.12-14, 5.6-11; 
John 17.1-11  

31 May Acts 2.1-21; Psalm 104.25-35,37; 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13;    
John 20.19-23 

Additional material for Sundays is being emailed out, and is available to 
download from the website and Facebook page.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
April 
28th April: 7pm: Institution of Rev Nick Wills by Bishop John, via Zoom.  

Vestry members can now be present at Nick’s Installation, and 
we hope a recording will be available online soon after for all to 
watch. Once the lockdown has been lifted, we plan to have a 
proper welcome event to Nick and his family. 

 

May 
21st May: Ascension Day: Due to Coronavirus restrictions, unfortunately  

there will be no service in Crichton Collegiate Church this year. 

23rd May: June Magazine deadline. 

31st May: Pentecost and farewell to Janet McKinnell, our Lay Reader who   
     has been with us for 10 years. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Front Cover: St Peter’s Church with the Cherry Blossom 
 

Back Cover: ‘Jesus is Risen’ stained-glass window in the church. 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector:    Rev Nick Wills 
Associate Priest: Rev Sue Whitehouse 

LAY READER: Mrs Janet McKinnell  

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes 
Organist: Sheila Chisholm 
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton 
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd 
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson 
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir 
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes 
Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell 
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson 
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Verger: Deborah Waterson 
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan 
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird 
Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare  
 

All these people can be contacted via the Church Office email:  
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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