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As I write, preparations for Janet's leaving service 
are well under way. We all have a huge amount to 
thank her for. In addition to the traditional roles a 
Lay Reader would play in a local congregation 
(preaching, leading services and pastoral work) 
Janet has been an invaluable support, alongside 
Sue, to the Vestry and the Interim Rectors during 
the interregnum. Janet has also helped me to 
navigate my way around some of the structures 
and practices of the Scottish Episcopal Church and 
I am very grateful to her for that! 

Since the last magazine we have begun some new 
online activities during the week. Together with 
Kristee and Adaobi, Becky and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed hosting the new Children's Church on 
Zoom at 3pm on Saturdays. It's been great to get to 
know some of the young people from St Peter's as 
we chat, play games, learn and pray together for 40 
minutes or so. All families would be welcome to join 
us. Contact Kristee to get the invitation link. This 
week we're going to be baking together, virtually!  

We have also begun meeting on a Thursday for a 
coffee morning. This gives us a chance to chat in a 
relaxed setting. We experimented successfully with Zoom breakout 
groups last week, where it's easier to chat in a smaller group. Join us 
each Thursday at 10.30am using the Sunday morning link to join. 

And then on a Tuesday evening at 7.30pm we have just begun a ‘Just 
after Lent’ group looking at the Oscar winning film ‘The King's Speech’ 
and how the universal themes expressed through the story relate to our 
faith. We are loosely following a Lent course (‘Finding a Voice’ by Hilary 
Brand, who has written several such courses) based on the film. We hope 
that this is a fun and thought-provoking chance to share and learn 
together. 
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Online worshiping on a Sunday has been evolving. Rather than simply 
trying to replicate a 'normal' Sunday service from behind a computer 
screen, I've tried to make the most of the medium, by using video clips in 
different ways. I'm very grateful to everyone who has helped so far, 
reading and leading the intercessions and liturgy, and also those who 
have provided excellent and insightful Life in Lockdown contributions. A 
special mention, too, for Sheila, and her sister Nancy and her family, who 
have provided the music for most of our services, including Sheila's 
nephew Neil composing short pieces especially for us to use in reflection. 
Our choir also worked with Ian to record their parts individually for him to 
layer together. The Tallis anthem was a real testament to his skill and 
dedication! 

As many of you are aware, it all takes a huge amount of work, so I've 
sought to protect that investment of time by moving the service to 
YouTube, which certainly proved to be the correct approach when the 
rest of the country struggled when Zoom went down! I am very aware 
though that whilst I'm investing a lot of time in the online services (and 
getting to know well individuals as we record for the service and then chat 
afterwards) that there are many others who struggle to access the 
services, or who don't have computers, tablets or smartphones to watch 
them on, or to join us as we Zoom chat before and after the services.  

So while I'm very aware that I'm not solely responsible for pastoral care at 
St Peter's and I've been kept in contact with how the buddy system is 
working and had discussions with the Pastoral Visiting Team about how 
we can particularly better support the more isolated and vulnerable 
members of our church, I hope that I will be able to work my way through 
the St Peter's contact list to introduce myself to you with a telephone call. 

I'm sure you would like to join me in thanking all those involved in the 
Visiting Team and other more informal networks of care and support for 
all that they do and have done both during the interregnum and in 
responding to the unprecedented situation which we have found 
ourselves in. 

As we prepare to enter the first stage of the journey out of lockdown, I 
hope and pray that we will all stay safe, and look forward to the day when 
we can worship together at St Peter's. 

Your Rector, 

Nick 
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The Time Has Come... 
 By Janet McKinnell 

Little did I think, when I wrote about my leaving St Peter’s for the March 
magazine, that so much was about to happen. Covid-19 has affected us 
all, whether tragically or by suddenly changing and severely restricting 
our everyday lives.  Almost everything I planned to do in the next six 
months is no longer possible in the way envisaged... but I’m rapidly 
learning all about Zoom! 

As with many people lucky enough to have outdoor space, I have spent 
lockdown time working on my veggie patch. For the first time, the garden 
is progressing as planned and the weeds haven’t won… yet! I also began 
a big clear-out at home, alongside trying to complete tasks for St Peter’s 
by the end of the month. In June, I plan to spend a fair amount of time re-
learning my machine knitting skills. 

It has been a great privilege and a great pleasure to serve at St Peter’s 
for the past ten years and I take away many 
memories: praying in the empty church when it was 
dusk or an early winter morning, but also big festive 
occasions when the church was full and filled with 
song; preparing sermons and writing liturgies for hall 
and special services; the Monday Group excursions and “Hail thee, 
Festival Day” on Ascension Day at Crichton. 

Another memory has to be that of the annual Strawberry Tea, where the 
most valuable part wasn’t the strawberries, cakes or entertainment – 
excellent as they always were - it was seeing so many people enabled to 
come together and have a good blether with friends they hadn’t seen for 
a long time. Tuesday services were also special, enabling people to 
receive Holy Communion together... and to eat Janet Hodgson’s 
wonderful home baking.  

Most of all, I will take away memories of people and the times we have 
shared: in a hospital room, on home visits, when there’s been trouble or 
simply a desire to chat. And how could I forget the growing faith of  
St Peter’s children and their happy faces engaged in so many activities 
with Kristee, especially the Easter Egg hunt! And I’ve been very grateful 
for the patience and support from Rupert and Sheila as they coped with 
working alongside a totally non-musical Lay Reader! 

I take away many 
memories... 
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I’ve enjoyed seeing members of the congregation enthusiastically 
respond to the developing outreach work led by COG and Kristee – 
seeing people grow in faith and be enabled to be more the people God 
created them to be - in their own particular activities. 

As I write, I’m involved in preparing worship for Pentecost and the gift to 
us of the Holy Spirit… God’s Spirit alive and 
working in each one of us. During the interregnum 
it was amazing how, when times were tough for 
Sue or me, the very person with the right skills for 
what was needed suddenly walked in with the time 
and willingness to help.   

The Holy Spirit is indeed alive and working in our lives and the potential 
for St Peter’s future looks very bright indeed. I am convinced that, during 
our difficult times, the Holy Spirit had a big hand in bringing Nick and 
Becky here to help you all into a very bright and exciting future. 

My apologies for all the memories which I couldn’t fit in – these are but a 
few. I send a big thank for the love and support I have received from you 
during a memorable ten years.  May God’s blessing be always with you, 
as you also find yourselves ‘moving on’. 

Thank You Janet! 
By Rev Sue Whitehouse 

Our Pentecost Sunday service this year has not only been arranged 
under unusual circumstances but it is also the time 
when we say ‘goodbye’ to our Lay Reader, Janet 
McKinnell. The situation is quite different from 
Pentecost ten years ago when Janet first came to 
St Peter’s. We hope that she will return sometime 
for a service when we can express our 
appreciation in reality rather than virtually! 

Over the years Janet has given unstintingly of her time, effort and self to 
the life and worship of St Peter’s. Many of us have appreciated her 
listening ear, wise advice and heart-felt, prayerful concern. In her role as 
Reader she has contributed to the leading of Sunday worship and to 
preaching. For special occasions we have responded to her creative input 

I send a big thank you 
to each of you for a 

memorable ten years. 
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and most memorably, I think, to her imaginative prayer stations which 
people have found very helpful. We have also benefitted greatly from the 
service booklets she has produced. These have enabled services to flow 
smoothly and have allowed us to concentrate on worship rather than a 
range of different sheets! 

Janet has been very faithful in her visiting of those who are ill or 
housebound and taking Communion to them. 
She initiated the monthly Tuesday afternoon 
services where lifts could be arranged for those 
unable to get to church on Sunday. The annual 
Strawberry Teas, which Janet has meticulously 
organised, are a great opportunity for 
longstanding friends from St Peter’s to meet up.  

Janet has been very supportive in encouraging and developing other 
people in their ministries. In particular she has spent time with those 
leading intercessions. She has organised group training sessions and 
giving people confidence to write their own prayers and this has given 
depth and variety to our worship. 

In church life, as elsewhere, there are always those routine, time-
consuming tasks to be done. For some years Janet has produced our 
monthly magazine (now taken on by Sheila), filled in the congregational 
diocesan returns and, even this last month, has been working on GDPR, 
which has been a marathon task for all churches. 

Many people have acknowledged that without Janet 
the worship and pastoral routines of St Peter’s would 
not have run as smoothly as they did during the 
vacancy. We are very grateful to her for that, and 
also for all that she did before. She has been a very 
good colleague and I have enjoyed working with her. 

Janet, thank you for everything. We wish you God speed and blessing as 
you move on to new ministries. You will be greatly missed and we hope 
that before too long we shall be able to meet up again to say a ‘proper’ 
farewell. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Back Cover photo by Mary McKinnell. 
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And another Thank You... 
By Rupert Forbes 

With the departure of Janet McKinnell at the end of May, let us not forget 
the enormous contribution made by Rev Sue Whitehouse to the safe 
running of St Peter’s during the interregnum. Over the past couple of 
years, Sue and Janet have worked tirelessly together with the Interim 
Rectors, Bishop David Chilligworth and The Very Revd Jim Mein, 
planning all the services, and also ensuring that there was a rota of 
suitable people to lead all these services, including the 08.30 Eucharist, 
Choral Evensong and other services in the Hall. Furthermore, they had 
helped to develop plans for services during Holy Week, which 
unfortunately could not take place in the envisaged manner. On top of all 
this, they were involved in leading services themselves and preaching, as 
well as providing pastoral care and guidance for other church activities. 
Thank you, Janet and Sue, for looking after our church!  

Keeping in Touch 
By Sheila Chisholm 

We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give 
whatever support is needed. Although the office is closed, Laura and I are 
both working from home. If you want to get in touch, do email the office: 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org, or contact any of the Ministry team:  

  

 
There is also a ‘closed’ Facebook page just for members and friends of  
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/groups/198448741481099  

Our services are now available to watch online and thanks to Nick’s 
excellent editing skills, can be watched on YouTube. The Service 
information given in the ‘Saturday evening’ email to the congregation can 
also be downloaded from the regularly updated Webpage under ‘Spiritual 
Resources’: stpetersedinburgh.org. If you are not receiving the emails but 
would like to, please email the office. 

Nick: 0131 259 1933      Sue: 0131 672 1308 
 Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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‘Coffee Mornings’: The Thursday 10.30am-11.30am Zoom ‘Coffee 
Mornings’ are proving to be very popular indeed, with the opportunity to 
chat together in smaller ‘Chat Rooms’.  

From all accounts the Buddy System, designed to help us keep in touch 
with each other, seems to be being enjoyed and appreciated by all. If you 
have any questions about it, please contact Kristee. 

Music Notes 
By Rupert Forbes 

Many thanks to all members of the choir who managed to record their 
part of Tallis: ‘If Ye love Me’ for inclusion in the service on Sunday 17th 
May. Congratulations to Ian Gibson for the expert way in which he 
managed to blend all the voices together into a very respectable 
performance. We hope that in time we may be able to produce further 
musical offerings for inclusion in on-line services.  
Congratulations to Emma Rednall, who recently completed the 
work for her Voice for Life Light Blue Ribbon! Voice for Life 
sessions are being held on Zoom, and she will be awarded the 
actual ribbon after we return to church. 

We are very grateful to the Birse family and to Sheila for providing music 
for the hymns during our online services so far. Sheila has also ensured 
that the hymns are sung by involving her sister Nancy, brother-in-law 
David, together with their children, Neil, Andrew, Amy and Rachel. Sheila 
records the accompaniment in Edinburgh before the family record their 
singing in Aberdeen and Wales. Neil then expertly mixes the three tracks 
together. Neil has also composed and recorded a number of piano tracks 
for use during the service. Thank you to them all for their help! 

Little Deeds of Kindness 
By Aki Ippolito 

Since lockdown started, I have realised how much human beings need to 
see and communicate with each other. I miss working with children, 
family and colleagues. I miss singing in choir and talking with people.  
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I cannot imagine how I could cope with these uncertain circumstances 
without joining our online services and ‘Zoom’ chats each Sunday!! Not 
only does it help keep a routine during lockdown, but it also lifts me up, 
gives me strength, and makes me happy.  

How grateful and appreciative I am to Nick, who has not yet met us face 
to face, but together with Becky’s support has created an opportunity for 
us to hold services together. I imagine he spends many hours preparing 
and editing each Sunday service. I also appreciate the work of everyone 
who is involved in delivering the service, including Sheila and her family 
so that we can sing hymns. We have never done this before and we are 
still exploring how we can make it better. Sometimes, due to a poor 
Internet connection, we have disappointing moments such as not being 
able to hear or see each other. However, the most important thing is that 
we are sharing time together and still hold worship on a Sunday morning. 
And, together with the newly created Zoom ‘coffee mornings’, we can 
therefore ensure that the St Peter’s community is caring and supporting 
each other, even though we cannot gather in church itself.  

Also on my mind are the people not able to access the 
Internet, and who cannot attend any online services. 
However, we add them into our prayers and keep 
sending love even though we do not see them. God’s 
love is always here for all of us!! 

I have naturally recently started humming and singing in my garden. The 
same melody comes back to me. It is a hymn called ‘Little deeds of 
kindness’ https://hymnary.org/hymn/SSH11903/41 that I sang at Sunday 
school when I was a little girl. Of course, I sang it in Japanese but the 
lyrics are about caring. I think it is a good time for us to start caring more 
about each other, and to have a greater appreciation and respect of the 
beautiful nature that God created. I believe that St Peter’s congregation 
are together here to help each other, even through this difficult period of 
time. 

Loving Hearts 
By Hope Craig 

Many of us will know, or know of, someone who has experienced COVID-
19 first-hand. As someone whose own family has been affected by it, I 
have been much struck by the virus’s ability to bring our focus sharply 

God’s love is 
always here for 

all of us! 
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back to life’s basics. The things that once seemed important now feel 
much less so.  

One of the crueller aspects of the illness is the need to remain separated 
from loved ones at a time when we are desperate to be by their side. This 
can be an exceedingly painful time for those involved.  

As part of Christian Aid Week, a new collection of prayers was released, 
along with the following statement:  

“Love never fails. Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love unites us all. 
As this virus spreads across the world, love rises up in response. 

You’ve already shown incredible kindness to your neighbours. 
Now is the time to reach out to your neighbours both near and far.” 

The prayers can be accessed here: 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/pray/churches/coronavirus-prayers  

Are you a knitter? If so, you might like to get involved with a project to knit 
hearts for those who are hospitalised with the virus. One heart is given to 
the patient whilst the other is sent out to their next of kin, who may be 
unable to visit. Knitters are asked to use clean wool and, once they are 
knitted, to send the hearts to the hospital of their choice in re-sealable 
plastic bags with the date clearly written on them. This is so staff can 
allow five days before the hearts are used. A pattern has been made 
available on the NHS website which can be accessed here: 
https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/about-us/media-centre/news/2020/05/knitted-
hearts/  

At this time, even small gestures can make a huge difference. 

Magazine Articles  
Please submit your articles and photographs as 
soon as possible, and no later than the deadline 

to: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Articles and photos should be sent by email, 
remembering to send photos separately.  
 
Thank you. 

NEWS & VIEWS 

Contributions welcome. 
DEADLINE for the 
July/August issue is 

Friday 19th June 
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Covid-19 in a Pharmacy 
By George Liddle  

I live in Berwick-upon-Tweed and during the shutdown I have been 
working in a busy pharmacy in Newcastle. To be 
honest, nothing much has changed except that 
there is now a large plastic screen across the 
counter where there was none before, and we are 
making concerted efforts to limit the number of 
customers in the shop at any time, washing our 
hands dutifully and, optionally, wearing a mask. I am saving mine up for 
when we are told to shop and travel on public transport wearing one.  

In general, people are very polite, giving each other plenty of space, as 
you can see when you go out for your walk. How has the job changed 
throughout the present crisis? For one thing, we are trying to funnel our 
dispensing through GP electronic prescribing and home deliveries as 
much as possible; making full use of the delivery drivers we already had 
on the establishment. This cuts down on the journeys that elderly and at-
risk people have to make. Then we are having to deal with sporadic 
medicine shortages, particularly of asthma inhalers, substituting generics 
or other brands for those prescribed, a power which pharmacists did not 
have before. People cannot get to see their doctor and we are making 
counter sales of things like iron tablets on trust (with the warning to have 
a blood test taken). People also make use of an extensive pre-existing 
Minor Ailments Scheme. Asthma is quite a big deal and we are always 
trying to get the message over to use preventer (steroid) inhalers 
regularly as it not only protects you against exacerbations, but, 
particularly if you have severe asthma, there is no evidence that inhaled 
corticosteroids increase the risk of getting Covid-19 (NICE guideline). 

I am in St Peter’s Church choir and am missing the singing and the 
services a lot, particularly the hymns. Apart from a 
belief in the existence of good and evil, and the 
Creation, ‘born of the Father before all ages’, I think I 
relate to the Christian religion and the Gospel mainly 
through music. Note to myself, do more Bible reading. 
I remember going to the screening of the Danish-language film Babette’s 
Feast in the Church hall and the discussion afterwards, taking from it the 
sceptical view that there can essentially be no rational understanding of 

People also make 
use of an extensive 
pre-existing Minor 
Ailments Scheme 

I am missing the 
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the Universe (see Kierkegaard), and that you can take what you want 
from life without harming others. Another reminder to myself: to have a 
celebratory Danish pastry when Greggs next door reopens.   

Music is definitely the highlight of my otherwise rather humdrum 
existence, but I have been enjoying the fabulous spring weather. Berwick 
is a fantastic place for walks, with a great 
openness, out to sea, and along the river, with 
the gently hilly countryside on your doorstep. 
You can walk round the still intact town walls and 
enjoy the history, which I have been doing for the 
past 60-plus years. Berwick has always been 
somewhere to come back to for me wherever I have lived, and for the 
past 4 years I have had the pleasure of living here. A good thing to do in 
your community is to volunteer to do shopping for shielded people, as I 
have done through the local community trust. This is a good way to get 
known, and you often get a very positive reaction from the recipient.  
Take care and enjoy any peaceful times you can have.   

Fresh Start 
By Robin Whike 

While lockdown continues, as a key service provider, the Fresh Start 
warehouse remains a hub of activity, with over 3,000 Emergency 
Packs distributed to those in need since the beginning of the pandemic! It 
has been hard work and a real team effort from everyone at Fresh Start, 
their partner organisations, their funders and supporters but getting such 
positive feedback from those who have received the packs reminds us 
how much of a lifeline they are for people during this challenging time. 

A big thank you to St Peter’s for its continued support! 

• 90% of people who received the packs said they enabled them to 
feed themselves and/or their family 

• 94% of people who received the packs said they helped to ease 
their financial pressures 

• 90% of people who received the packs said they helped to ease 
their stress/worries 

• 62% of people who received the packs said they stopped them from 
having to borrow money or incur debt to buy items 

You can walk round the 
still intact town walls 
and enjoy the history. 
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The Community Outreach Group 
We thank Liz Hare, Gloria Lo, and their team for all they continue 
to provide for the Bethany Shelters. They have done 11 shelters in eight 
months! Gloria wrote this poem for her ‘Life in Lockdown’ feature based 
on helping at the Bethany Shelter, shown on Sunday 17th May:  

Life in lockdown: Bethany Shelters 
We serve our community by catering for the homeless,  
As the virus strikes we continue regardless: 
Balancing between help for those exposed to the extreme 
And to protect the vulnerable elderly. To make a team 
Despite the drop in volunteers. As things evolve 
We recruited new younger members to join our resolve. 

There was great uncertainty as to what will happen 
As the situation unfolds, our thoughts quicken 
Discovering last minute where to cook and serve, 
Thoughts on safety measures to steady our nerves. 
Disinfectant, sanitiser, foil, gloves, wipes and masks, 
With separated work stations for different tasks. 
Instructions typed for social distanced cooking 
Minimising congregating in kitchen, while the shopping 
Made in haste to minimise contact and exposure... 
Humour is what gets us through for sure: 
Even though our smiles are covered, our eyes sparkle, 
Even though the kitchen is less of our normal babble. 

We have got it down to an art - 
Face mask, oven mitts, two meters apart. 
“Oh me? or you?” “You first...” “Yes, no, you go.” 
Pasta bake, buttered bread, apple crumble, hey ho! 
Smells good! Shame we don’t get to taste it 
But wrap it, length wise, round wise, bag it, box it, lift it. 

Swift as a bird to the Waverley Hotel, the pots 
Wrapped in foil, in papers, in a box... must stay hot! 
Traffic warden look away! Just a minute unofficial parking, 
As all was carried in, with shouts of thanks and blessing. 
We all return home, glad of an outing from our isolated den, 
To meet some familiar faces, and worthwhile energy spent. 
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Can Political Engagement be a 
form of Spiritual Practice? 
By Kristee Boyd 

Gandhi once said,  
“politics bereft of religion are absolute dirt, ever to be shunned.” 

I think we can all agree that this is a pretty bold statement. 

The evangelical church I grew up in adhered to an ‘End Times’ mentality 
that regarded political engagement as something akin to changing seats 
on the Titanic. The church actively taught its congregation to remain 
detached from the world and to look eagerly ahead to when Jesus would 
return for His followers and non-believers would get their just deserts. 
Wars and natural disasters were embraced as necessary elements in the 
lead up this. In terms of pressing social justice issues, Biblical phrases 
such as, ‘The poor you will always have with you’ were brandished about, 
reminding us not to get too caught up in the issues of our time.  

It is truly frightening to think that some of the world’s most powerful 
political figures are currently making decisions from this mindset. Polls in 
the US indicate that roughly 40% of 
Americans believe that the Second Coming 
will take place in their lifetime. Political 
activists like Noam Chomsky have often 
noted that this evangelical voting base is one 
that is easy to manipulate, as solid political 
campaign principles and goals around the 
sustainability of our planet, and of humanity itself, do not seem as 
pressing if Jesus will be back within a decade or two. Reverend William 
Barber has called President Trump’s policies “an affront to God’s agenda 
to lift the poor and bless the marginalized.” 

Perhaps the flip side of right wing, fundamentalist Christianity within US 
politics can be found here in the UK, where it is not deemed a good idea 
for politicians to mention religion at all. Attendance of a religious place of 
worship has been observed to influence political participation primarily in 
ethnic minority groups and particularly among those of Islamic and Sikh 
backgrounds. Some Christian churches encourage their congregations to 

Some Christian churches 
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but many shy away from 
discussing politics at all. 
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vote but many shy away from discussing politics at all, as it is seen as 
inappropriate. Yet, despite such differing approaches to mixing politics 
and religion, the current political leaders of the UK and the US are 
remarkably similar, not only in relation to their views on issues such as 
immigration but also in their dismissive and even degrading references to 
women, Muslims, immigrants and other minority groups such as the 
LGBTQ+ community. In terms of Gandhi’s assertion on combining religion 
and politics, I’m not seeing much of a difference between politics with 
religion and politics without it in these two cases. 

But what if we substitute the word ‘religion’ with ‘faith’ or ‘spirituality?’ 
When Gandhi explained what he meant by ‘religion,’ he said it is that 
which “changes one’s very nature, binds one 
indissolubly to the truth within … leaves the soul 
restless until it has found itself.” To me, this 
sounds more like spirituality than organised 
religion. Historian Yuval Harari acknowledges 
that a lot of the morality in the world today has 
come about through various religious teachings. However, he also 
asserts that spirituality and religion are almost opposites of one another: 
‘Spirituality is about questions and religion is about answers.’ Harari finds 
that spirituality sends you on a quest to find answers to life’s big 
questions, such as ‘what is the meaning of life?’ or ‘what is the good?’ 
and it involves the courage to go where these questions lead us. 
Interestingly, in the gospels Jesus was asked 183 questions but He only 
gave straight answers 3 times! He was far more likely to answer with a 
question or a parable. This tells me that inquiry and discussion mattered 
more to Him than kneejerk, simplistic answers to life’s mysteries. 

If we consider the world’s greatest social justice movements, they were all 
founded in spiritual principle, from Gandhi’s non-violent organising for 
India’s freedom, to the American Civil Rights movement led by Martin 
Luther King Jr, to the Suffragettes who viewed suffrage as a matter of 
divine justice. Indeed, transforming powerful, long-standing systems 
requires a shift in consciousness, a spiritual awakening of some kind.  

At St Peter’s, we are probably too aware of the many different points of 
view within our congregation! However, our 
common thread is that every one of us chooses, 
on a weekly basis, to share a common spiritual 
practice, to worship together at St Peter’s 
Episcopal Church. What if our common core of 
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faith is able to be the platform from which St Peter’s people could engage 
politically together in order to make the world a better place, as a true 
form of spiritual practice? What if we became fully aware of the difference 
we could make in our community if we really put our minds to it as a 
united force for good? What if we allow ourselves to have conversations 
about where we stand on the issues that really matter, even the 
controversial ones? What if our spiritual practice could actually serve to 
dismantle the oppression of the marginalised in our community? 

If Jesus were alive today, where would we find him? My guess? I think 
we’d find him among those who we sometimes convince ourselves are 
‘justifiably’ excluded. With Roma, Gypsy and Travellers, some of the most 
persecuted minority groups in the UK. With Muslims accused of terrorism 
on little evidence and locked up without trial for years on end. With folk 
who don’t fit societal norms in terms of gender identification. With asylum-
seekers and those hanging in the limbo of insecure immigration. 

I continue to be intrigued by the interplay between religion, spirituality and 
politics. Therefore, in the coming weeks and months, I will be interviewing 
various individuals of faith, with the aim of exploring the different ways 
religious and spiritual practices affect our political actions.  

Was Jesus a Feminist? 
An International Student Café Debate 
By Kristee Boyd 

Prior to our current lockdown situation, some of our young adults had the 
idea of holding a debate on the topic: Was Jesus a Feminist? We were 
not able to have this debate face-to-face as planned, so we held it over 
WhatsApp, an online messaging application through which we can have a 
group ‘chat.’ 

For those of you who don’t know our young adults, I can tell you that they 
are a smart, well-read group of individuals, who know their Bibles very 
well! There were some strong opinions on both sides of the debate, as 
well as many questions remaining unanswered at the end of it. A longer 
summary of the debate is included as an attachment, and can also be 
found on the St Peter’s Webpage: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/was-jesus-
a-feminist 
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There were also some other interesting questions raised during the 
debate, which caused some heated discussion… 
* Can the Bible be read as 100% accurate, or do we allow for cultural 
perceptions and biases, translation errors and so forth? 
* Is there a valid argument to be made that the Bible, as a text, has 
contributed significantly to the subjugation of women throughout the 
ages? 
* Jesus was God’s son but He became one of us – did that mean that he 
took on human prejudices as well or was He human merely in form but 
still perfect in spirit? 
Towards the end of the debate, the questioning spiralled off topic and I 
think there is scope for all kinds of debates in this group’s future! I will 
however say that this debate ended in love, affirmations of friendship and 
an agreement that both sides maintain equal respect for women. 

Thanks so much to those of you who participated in this controversial 
discussion, and hopefully it will spark some contemplation on this topic for 
the readers of News and Views as well! 

Climate Corner 
Eco-Congregation Scotland: Two recent Zoom events 
By Christine Bethune 
 

2020 Annual Gathering: Coasts, Waters and Climate Emergency: 
170 attendees watched two inspiring presentations by the keynote 
speakers. To save space I have used links for you to view them. If you 
can’t use these, please email me via the church office so that I can get 
these to you another way. 

The science: Esther Brooker, Marine Policy and Engagement Officer at 
Scottish Environment LINK, described our amazing marine environment. 
40k species live in Scottish waters, some unique to Scotland; our 
economy includes seafood, renewable energy, and marine tourism. But 
much of the marine environment is declining and changing, with few 
pristine conditions left. Why? See Esther’s presentation here. 

The Christian response: Alastair Seaman, Climate Change Manager 
at Keep Scotland Beautiful, discussed our responsibility as Christians.  
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Following Jesus’ Great Commandment (Matthew 22: 34-40), ‘Love God, 
and love your neighbour as yourself’, is impossible without caring for 
God’s creation being part of our response. See Alastair’s presentation 
here (it’s a Facebook link but you don’t have to be signed up to Facebook 
to watch it). 

Love Your Clothes Workshop: 
Do visit the Love Your Clothes website www.loveyourclothes.org.uk/  
where you can see most of the issues we discussed at this fun event 
looking at buying, using and disposing of clothes. We were almost all 
women, but men can teach us a thing or two… why do many women 
wear a different outfit every day, and why don’t more women hire outfits 
for special occasions, never to be worn again?  
Do your clothes ever get destroyed in the wash? Do you read the 
washing instructions on your clothes (and can you recognise all the 
washing symbols??)? 

Lockdown time might be the perfect time for a wardrobe audit… Many of 
the places where we would dispose of clothes are closed right now, but 
the advice is not to send unwanted items to landfill.   

Selling and clothes banks aren’t the only options.  One day… St Peter’s 
has already hosted clothes swap events. What else could we do? Might 
the Craft Club introduce us to some easy tips for accessorising/upcycling 
old favourites?! 

As always, we would be delighted to hear from you! You can get in touch 
with Christine Bethune and Anna Mattinson via the St Peter’s office email 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org  

Some Solutions for Green Contributions 
By Rebecca Mackay 

For several years, Neil and I have been monitoring our carbon footprint 
regularly and, looking for ways in which we can keep it down. We began 
thinking along the usual lines of plastic, and 
this ended up growing arms and legs, as it 
does when confronted by such a ubiquitous 
bane on our world.  

Bottles and packaging aside, there are 
toothbrushes. Dentists tell us toothbrushes must be replaced twice a 

The frayed end of the 
root acts as the perfect 

natural toothbrush 
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year. But what happens to plastic toothbrushes after they have polished 
our teeth, and once they have seen their days as scrubbing brushes for 
small areas about the house? It is alarming to imagine the number of 
toothbrushes disposed of even within a month never mind a year... We 
therefore switched to bamboo and natural bristle - organic compounds 
that when disposed of will decompose naturally. When I lived in the 
Middle East, the Bedouin sold liquorice and other soft roots at market 
stalls, which they would fray at the end and use to brush their teeth. The 
liquorice not only freshens the breath, and is good for the digestion, but 
the frayed end of the root acts as the perfect natural toothbrush. I am 
sorely tempted to try this method to see what my dentist says next time I 
see her regarding how clean my teeth are! Watch this space! 

Biros are another plastic issue. What happens to all those ballpoint pens 
and highlighters and markers we love to use? My years as a mature 
student brought using pens and highlighters to the fore. For years, I have 
had a bit of a ‘fountain pen’ fetish. Bottles of ink line my shelves, and one 
good fountain pen lasts a lifetime. All those pounds spent frequently 
purchasing biros could be put towards a solid Lamy which is not overly 
expensive, depending on the model, and because I have a few, I use 
coloured ink for highlighting, or sometimes use compostable pencil 
crayons. Pencils, of course, are the best everyday solution. But I adore 
my fountain pens. For everyday use, my favourites are Lamy, and 
Kaweco. Oxford Instruments now make a good, sturdy fountain pen for 
around £7.99. And as for plastic refill cartridges that often come with the 
pens – what of those?! I use a syringe to refill these. I mostly have piston 
cartridges in my pens, but, when purchased new, they often come with a 
disposable cartridge and that makes me cringe. My solution for refilling 
was just to use either a pipette, or a syringe.  

Like Anna in her article last month, we have been using shampoo bars for 
a number of years. Because we wanted an 
inexpensive good soap that was not made with 
palm oil, last summer I began making our own. 
Soap making is rather exciting, and addictive. With 
the Covid19 lockdown in March, soap disappeared 
from the shelves so fast it gave me a good excuse to get the equipment 
out again and I began making more. I experiment with fragrances and 
various oils. I do use coconut oil, but the carbon footprint for its 
acquisition can be harmful, and I am now looking into sourcing more hard 
and soft oils from local producers, and, home-made soap doubles up as 
the perfect shampoo bar too.  

Soap making is 
rather exciting, and 

addictive. 
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Now that we also have a garden, composting couldn’t be easier! I hope 
we are, in our small way, contributing to a good change. Of course we 
have many flaws to iron out in our everyday life when it comes to being as 
green as we can. There remains plenty of scope, and looking for solutions 
is an on-going project. However, as caretakers of God’s world, needs 
must, and we continually seek to do what we can to improve it.  

Update on St Peter’s Finances 
By Duncan McKinnell, Treasurer 

These are difficult times financially for many people as employment is 
uncertain and businesses face bankruptcy. Like other organisations,  

St Peter’s is not immune to the problems. 

Giving to St Peter’s in recent years has shown a slow, but steady, decline 
as loyal members have passed or moved away, with new giving not 
keeping pace. To some extent we have been able to offset this by 
increased hall lettings and rental income from the former curate’s flat in 
Hope Park Crescent. During the vacancy our costs were reduced as we 
did not have to pay the Rector’s stipend. This, of course, was temporary. 

With the lockdown, we do not have any income from the hall, including 
during the festival, when we normally generate significant income. We 
also are not receiving weekly freewill offering or plate collections, 
although we continue to receive giving via bank transfer. We are also 
benefitting from the Government’s furlough scheme and are generally 
managing costs carefully to see us through this difficult period, while Nick 
and others are keeping St Peter’s very much alive, albeit on an on-line 
basis.  

Historically we have had large reserves, with a very generous legacy, 
cleverly invested by Baillie Gifford, generating significant capital growth. 
Over the years this has allowed us to redecorate the church, renovate the 
organ and more recently, undertake the first two phases of our hall project 
and upgrade the Rectory. This has used up most of these reserves, 
meaning that we can no longer rely on these funds (and the investment 
income thereon) to support the ongoing life of the church. 

I would like to reassure you that St Peter’s remains in a healthy financial 
position. However, the lockdown is a drain on this, likely to cost us in the 
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region of £10,000. More concerning is that we will be in deficit even when 
things return to normal. For 2020/21 we anticipate a deficit in the order of 
£30,000, of which only around £8,000 is attributable to COVID. So, our 
current healthy position won’t last forever without action on our part. If, 
therefore, you are able to increase your giving or, during the lockdown, 
move your giving from envelope or plate collection to bank transfer, this 
would be hugely appreciated. We have already received some generous 
donations for which we are very grateful. 

Details of how you can give are detailed in the article from Chris Hodgson 
below. We are also investigating on-line giving. More on this to follow. 

Please consider Automated 
Donations to St Peter’s during the 
Covid-19 crisis 
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary 

Thank you all for your financial support of St Peter’s church. Amounts 
donated should be affordable to you, with no embarrassment if they are 
small: all contributions are valued. Congregational free-will and plate 
offerings make a vital contribution to staff costs, expenses such as 
Diocesan Quota, building maintenance and other administration, outreach 
and worship costs. 

However, due to the disruption by Covid-19 to the physical collection 
during Sunday service of cash, cheques and donation envelopes, we now 
need to review our methods of regular giving and consider arranging with 
our own banks the transfer of amounts we want to donate directly into  

St Peter’s bank account. In this way we can prevent disruption to our 
giving and continue to contribute as fully as we can to support God’s 
mission and ministry through St Peters. 

Regular payments to St Peter’s, either weekly or monthly, can be set up 
by Internet banking directly into St Peter’s bank account or, if Internet 
banking is not an option, by setting up a Standing Order with your own 
bank using forms available from the Gift Aid secretary (Chris Hodgson) or 
from your own bank.  
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For this you need St Peter’s bank details which are: 

• Bank of Scotland, 51 South Clerk St, EH8 9PP 
• Account number: 00439927 
• Sort code: 80-02-83 

If you have already filled out a Gift Aid declaration then St Peter’s can 
claim tax relief on the sum donated. If you have not filled out a Gift Aid 
declaration and wish to do so then forms are available from me (details 
below) – you need to be a UK taxpayer to be able to do this. 

You can also make a donation to be used for a specific purpose, e.g. the 
Bishop’s Lent Appeal or the Building Fund. In which case, please mark 
your donation appropriately. If this isn’t possible then write to me and I will 
assign the donation accordingly. 

Wishing you all continued good health  
Email Chris via: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 

Final Words on GDPR! 
By Janet McKinnell 

Re-doing GDPR is a major undertaking and I want to thank everyone who 
has returned their GDPR forms to me. If anyone has questions or 
problems, please let me know asap. It would be wonderful to minimise the 
number of ‘chaser’ emails and phone calls that will need to be made and I 
look forward to receiving the ‘missing’ forms very soon.  

A number of people have mentioned the form not allowing for consent to 
a directory. I too very much valued the directory, but I’m afraid we must 
obey the law of the land. This was explained on the back of the consent 
form and our consent cannot override the GDPR regulations. 

I have searched the GDPR regulations themselves and the guidelines 
from the SEC, Church of England, the Church of Scotland and various 
random dioceses in the Church of England. I have also consulted a good 
number of other SEC congregations, none of whom have directories, due 
to the regulations as well as Nick and Becky, who worked on GDPR in 
England, and their verdict is the same. We therefore went with the form 
that you have (hopefully) already completed.   
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In Memorium 
We are very sorry to announce the passing of Evelyn Martin, a member 
of St Peter’s, and Stan Holtom, the devoted husband of the late Peggy 
Holtom, who had been a member of St Peter’s. Owing to Covid-19, both 
their funerals will be private, but there will be more about them in the next 
magazine. 

A Tribute to Judy Gibbon 
By David Gibbon 

Judy was born in Oxford on 28 December 1950, 
the older of twin girls, to Geoffrey Walsh and 
Penny née Watson. The family moved to 
Edinburgh when the twins were about 3 months 
old where Geoff worked as a Reader in 
Physiology at the University. Her parents 
attended St Peter’s for a while but switched to 
St Mark’s Unitarian Church. Judy remembered 
Betty McEntire as “Brown Owl”. 

Spending much of her youth with her three sisters in Relugas Road she 
was educated at St Margaret’s School along with a spell in Baroda, India.  
She got a place at University to do Maths but decided instead to do Art. 
After a pre-dip year in Leicester she passed the highly competitive 
selection process into St Martin’s College of Art in London to do fashion 
design and went there for a time but she decided to follow a boyfriend 
(not me) to Liverpool where she studied textiles at Liverpool Art College. 

I met her in Liverpool which was strange considering we lived a few 
streets apart in Newington, Edinburgh. Indeed, I later discovered that I 
had seen her once when I was a boy. Her father built a steam car from an 
invalid carriage and I saw them chugging down Mayfield Road one day, 
rather a unique sight in South Edinburgh! 

We married at 21 and stayed on in Liverpool until 1984 where Laura and 
Robert were born, returning then to Edinburgh. In due course Laura 
married Andrew Bird and Robert married Leen Reynvoet. Laura and her 
three children live in Newington and Robert and his three live in Belgium. 



   St Peter’s, Lutton Place • 25 

For the whole of her life Judy has been the most creative, prolific and 
original artist. As a maker of anything in fabrics she was incomparably 
confident and skilled. She did spinning, weaving, 
dyeing, tailoring, dressmaking, knitting and 
patchwork, even a little shoe making but she also 
branched into jewellery and stained glass, oil 
painting, watercolours and printing. She pursued 
her art with the utmost dedication, but she had no interest in exhibiting or 
fame. She took immense pleasure in learning new skills and getting to 
know others of like mind. If everything she ever made could have been 
collected into a single space it would have made a most impressive body 
of work, but she tended simply to move from one thing to the next, 
operating in a very private sphere and giving much of her work away. 

As well as her art and craft, Judy’s world was her family and the very 
strong friendships she formed. One very notable 
friendship was with Jaisalmer the cat who started 
out as nervous and stand-offish, but the relationship 
ended as one of mutual devotion. Her visual sense 
was highly developed, and she never lost her love 
of clothes and textiles. She delighted in her 
grandchildren and they in her, sharing her love of 
making things with them.   

She had a sharp and organised mind and an engaging personality. She 
would regularly strike up conversations with strangers on the bus and 
come back with interesting insights into other people. She had a resolute 
but unshowy faith and cared passionately about justice, fairness and the 
environment, but had little patience with pretension and false values. 

Illness got her down, but she was buoyant and determined right up to the 
end of her life. 

‘Just After Lent Group’ 
From 7.30pm – 9pm on most Tuesday evenings in June, Nick and Becky 
are running a course on Zoom based on the film ‘The King’s Speech’. 
Fifteen people joined the very interesting and thought provoking first 
meeting. Using biblical references, the feelings felt by different characters 
are explored while asking participants ‘How one can find a voice’. Many 
pertinent questions were raised including: ‘What excuses do we make to 
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God?’ and ‘How do we prevent God from using us?’.... The course is 
designed in such a way that you do not have to have attended previous 
meetings to participate, and the link is emailed each week to the 
congregation. 

Sunday Services 
Services in the church building are currently suspended, but 
hopefully they will resume before too long! 

In the meantime, you can watch all the services that have been recorded 
since lockdown online: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHhYHVFO1hqHLPo4GtFjG_A 

Additional material for Sundays is being emailed out to congregational 
members each week, and is available to download from the Website: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ 

Sunday Readings 
  7  June Genesis 1.1-2, 4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13.11-13;  

Matthew 28.16-20 
14 June Genesis 18.1-15; Psalm 116.1,10-17; Romans 5.1-8 

Matthew 9.35-10.8 
21 June Genesis 21.8-21; Psalm 86.1-10,16-17; Romans 6.1b-11 

Matthew 10.24-39 
28 June Ezekiel 3.4-11; Psalm 125; 1 Peter 2.19-25; Matthew 16.13-19 

Dates for the Diary 
June 
Tuesday: 2nd, 9th, 16th: 7.30pm-9pm: ‘Just after Lent’ Group. (Zoom) 
Thursday: 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th: 10.30am-11.30am: Coffee Morning. (Zoom) 
7th June: Trinity Sunday  
19th June: Magazine Deadline 
28th June: St Peter’s Day 
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On 28th April, Bishop John conducted via Zoom the Institution of Rev Nick 
Wills as Rector of St Peter’s. We extend a very warm welcome to Nick, 
his wife Becky, and two sons, Jamie and Matty, especially at this 
unsettling time! Highlights of this service can be watched: 
https://youtu.be/DjBIs-3IFeg   

People 
CLERGY 

Rector:    Rev Nick Wills 
Associate Priest: Rev Sue Whitehouse 

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes 
Organist: Sheila Chisholm 
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton 
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd 
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson 
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir 
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes 
Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell 
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson 
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Verger: Deborah Waterson 
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan 
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird 
Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare  

All these people can be contacted via the Church Office email:  
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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