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From the Rector 
Rev Nick Wills 
 

As changes to our way of living are announced 
weekly or even daily, I know many people will be 
wondering when we will be able to re-open  
St Peter's church, hoping for the day when we can 
worship at first individually and then together in 
our very special building.  

Though you may have heard the First Minister 
announce that churches may open for private 
prayer, the College of Bishops of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church are taking a cautious approach. 
They have laid out a very thorough procedure for 
re-opening which means that it is not 
straightforward and may be some time yet before 
we can safely open the doors. The Vestry have 
begun the process by delegating a site visit to a 
designated small group of representatives. This 
visit has already happened and included 
undertaking a risk assessment so that a specific 
proposal for re-opening can be drawn up to be 
approved by Vestry, and then sent to the Bishop 
for approval.  

Once permission is granted we can take the first 
steps to re-opening but unfortunately we cannot 
put a date on that yet as it is out of our direct 
control. We will keep the congregation informed 
as to progress. I am personally very much looking forward to being able to 
go into the building as I haven't been in since I arrived – very strange for a 
new Rector! But I am also determined that we do things correctly, safely 
and within guidelines, first and foremost for the safety of everyone involved 
but also, as trustees with legal responsibilities, to ensure that our 
insurance is not invalidated and we are not liable in any way. I very much 
appreciate your patience and understanding in these unprecedented 
matters. 
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Following an announcement today (24th June) it may also be possible that 
the Scottish Government will allow some forms of public worship to re-
commence over the summer, possibly 
before the end of July. We will need to 
plan carefully for this, and carry out a 
further risk assessment. It may be that 
numbers are strictly limited for each 
service, and we may need to repeat 
services so that everybody who wants to 
attend in person can do so. We will also 
record these services so that we can 
continue to have a service on YouTube each week for those who would 
still need to be in lockdown. 

One of my main concerns as our separation from each other continues is 
the care and support for those who are not able to access our Zoom and 
YouTube services and groups. It has been great to get to know those who 
have joined us virtually on Sundays and through the week, but for those 
who are not able to join in, it has been a very isolating time. I am very 
grateful to the Ministry Team who set up the buddy scheme before I 
became Rector, and I urge everyone to keep in 
touch with their buddy as much as possible, 
particularly if they are someone who is offline. I 
would appreciate it if you could have a conversation 
with them about what might help them to feel more 
connected to their church family at this time and feed 
any ideas back to me and the team. We are looking into ways of dialling 
into Zoom from a landline but we will try this with a small group at first.  

As we are now able to visit gardens or meet outside in public places 
(socially distanced) perhaps we can seek to safely meet those who are 
most isolated, I know I will be hoping to do this, along with continuing to 
phone those on the list I have been given. If you have a portable tablet or 
large screen smartphone, perhaps you could lend one to your buddy and 
show them how to watch one of our services on YouTube. Tablets are 
easily disinfected before and afterwards with alcohol wipes. 

It is my hope and aim that all, including children, the elderly and the 
vulnerable, will still feel part of the St Peter's family even at this difficult 
time. 

 

I urge everyone 
to keep in touch 
with their buddy. 

One of my main concerns ... is 
the care and support for those 

who are not able to access 
our Zoom and YouTube 

services and groups. 
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I have very much enjoyed being part of Kristee's new Befriending Project. 
St Peter's has been given a small grant to allow Kristee to reach out and 
build bridges with other faith 
communities. As part of this project you 
will be able to see Kristee's interviews 
with different faith leaders and these will 
be linked from the church website once 
they are completed. Thank you to 
Kristee for her hard work, excellent 
questions and respectful hosting (and a 
lot of exhausting Zoom/editing hours!) and thank you to those members of 
St Peter's who have joined the interviews as audience members and also 
asking thought-provoking questions at the end.  

I would also like to thank all those who have joined and contributed to our 
5-week series of sessions looking at the film “The King's Speech” and 
relating it to our lives and our faith. I hope the 
sessions were enjoyable, interesting and gave 
much food for thought. At times the discussion 
opened up some deep and serious issues and I 
would like to thank everyone for their honesty 
and sensitivity to each other. It was agreed at 
the last session that we would take a week's 
break but resume in July with different films. We are currently taking 
soundings on the best day for everyone who would like to join us and more 
details will be shared via the office emails soon.  

So I write in one stage of the path out of lockdown, with very sincere hopes 
that by the end of the period covered by this double issue of the magazine 
we will be in a very different place, both metaphorically, and physically: 
that place being St Peter's Church! 

With my prayers, 

Your Rector, 

Nick 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Back Cover photo by Dominic Arthur. (See article on Page 14) 
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Zooming, Gardening & Knitting 
From Janet McKinnell 

My thanks go to everyone who sent me greetings in the past few weeks: in 
emails, cards, phone calls and even inserted with returning GDPR 
forms! They came as a surprise and were much appreciated. 

Lockdown has essentially been spent at home, as five miles doesn’t even 
get us to the A1! I did escape once to take a funeral, as I became an 
essential worker for the day. Other than that, I have spent a fair amount of 
time outside tending my vegetables (they’ve never been better) and local 
walking. 

Inside I have been busy with 16 Zoom meetings with Lay Readers this past 
week, not to mention those for keeping up with the family. I’ve also been 
trying to learn how to machine knit face masks. 

One day, I’ll be able to meet you again and join you for a service of 
worship at St Peter’s - hopefully after hairdressers are open again! 

Thank you again for all your love and care for me. 

Janet 
 

COG & the Bethany Shelter 
By Liz Hare 

By the time News and Views reaches you, COG will have catered for the 
last time this season for a Bethany last night shelter for Edinburgh’s 
homeless community. This means that since last September, we will have 
cooked 11 hot meals. First in Diadem, and since the Covid-19 crisis started 
in March, in St Paul’s and St George’s kitchen before delivering the food to 
the Old Waverley Hotel on Princes Street where the homeless clients are 
currently being kept safe in single rooms during the crisis.  

I would like to thank everyone who has helped with this considerable 
achievement, either by donations of food and money or by turning out to 
do the cooking. During the season, the following people have given their 
time to do this: John Smith, Ann Stevenson, David Gibbon, Liz Mackay, 
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Sue Whitehouse, Margaret Garden, Ruth Tiplady, Judy Moss, Margaret 
Martin, Rebecca Mackay, Ian Gillespie, Liz Philp, Godwin and Ann Obika, 
Caroline Crosbie, Pam Dugan, Pat Whike, Jane and Ian Sutherland, Sara 
Janssens, Dominic Arthur, Chris Hodgson, Becky Wills, and Gloria Lo who 
arranged the delicious menus and led the catering team on many 
occasions. We couldn’t have done it without you all!  

With talk of another peak of infection later in the year, it looks likely that we 
will continue to cater in this way for the 2020-21 
season of shelters. COG usually holds social 
events such as coffee mornings and the Summer 
Fair to pay for the food – all that chicken and mince 
‘n’ tatties! With no chance to raise funds this year, we are appealing to the 
congregation to help us continue this vital outreach work. Each shelter 
costs us around £120. If you can donate something, however small the 
amount, we would greatly appreciate the help. Please contact me to make 
your donation into the COG account and enable us to cater for our usual 8 
shelters starting in September of this year.  

Liz Hare can be contacted: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Helping Charities 
St Peter’s continues officially to support and help a variety of charities 
through this crisis. These include: 

• Fresh Start: https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/  
• ‘Steps to Hope’: https://www.stepstohope.co.uk/ 
• Basics Food Bank at the Community Church: 

https://www.edinburghcitymission.org.uk/ 
• Helping Building Bridges and Mosque Kitchen to deliver meals every 

Friday to those that are needy and/or socially isolated.  

We thank everyone for all they do!  
 

'Do your little bit of good where you are; 
it's those little bits of good put together  

that overwhelm the world'. 
                                             Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’: Jesus  

Each shelter costs 
us around £120. 
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Community Engagement and the  
‘Black Lives Matter’ Debate... 
A Congregational discussion 
By Kristee Boyd 

On Sunday 7th June, Nick preached a thought provoking sermon reflecting 
on the death of George Floyd and how Diversity in Unity is at the heart of 
the Trinity, and love for all our neighbours is at the heart of the Gospel of 
reconciliation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FybPD787QI 

In response, on Friday 12th June, I led a discussion about Community 
Engagement and the Black Lives Matter debate. David Gibbon eloquently 
summed up the general discussion that was had: 

I picked up that we have a genuine and heartfelt aspiration to be an 
“inclusive” church but we should always be seeking feedback to be sure 
that we are indeed seen this way. Various congregational members spoke 
most movingly about this most uncomfortable topic. Their experience 
appears not to fit neatly with the current popular discourse which is 
perhaps as it should be - Christians at odds with “the world”. Were it not for 
the misappropriation of the phrase “every life matters” by the far right, it 
might sum up their, and all our feelings. One member was especially 
troubled by what he saw as a clampdown on free expression in the current 
mood of political correctness. 
 
We all agreed that silence in the face of the current and justified upsurge in 
feeling would be entirely the wrong position for St Peter’s to take. We 
agreed that we should follow up and publicly endorse the themes so 
eloquently expressed by Nick in his sermon on 7th June. 

There has been a request from the St Peter's congregation that we hold 
more of these events in the future, as they give 
us the chance to receive honest feedback on 
our ideas and our work to become a truly 
inclusive and welcoming church. In relation to 
being a church that seeks to overcome division 
of all kinds, it was pointed out that Jesus 

Jesus actively sought 
out the voiceless and 
gave them a voice. 
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actively sought out the voiceless and gave them a voice. I think this is such 
a powerful concept to keep in our minds as we move forwards. 

St Peter's has been offered the chance to undertake a new initiative for 
delivering food. We have been offered a small amount of funding to take 
responsibility for cooking and delivering 10 more meals, on a weekly basis, 
for 6 weeks (up until the end of July). As with our current meal deliveries 
from Mosque Kitchen, these meals would serve to feed those in need in 
our community, many of whom are asylum seekers and refugees. A 
number of folk on the zoom chat were happy to cook and/or deliver, and 
even to help with necessary food containers for this endeavour! 

We also had a number of volunteers who offered their time to help with 
assisting refugee families with English practice/homework help, via Zoom, 
in the coming weeks.  

If you were not at this Zoom meeting and you are interested in helping with 
either of the above initiatives, please drop me an email: 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 

Racial Discrimination 
By Robin Whike 

The recent disturbing events in the U.S.A. have prompted me to put 
metaphorical pen to paper. Many of us 
think we don’t see many examples of racial 
prejudice, particularly in sophisticated 
Edinburgh, but we all know it’s widespread 
and it takes many forms – racial, religious, 
sexual and political. As a Christian 
organisation l feel we should confront any 
discrimination or prejudice whenever and 
wherever it raises its ugly head.     

When I was a baby, my family as wartime refugees moved to Edinburgh 
from the London area and we’ve stayed here ever since. Up until the end 
of primary school, the only racial discrimination I encountered was 
motivated by my south-of-England accent, inherited from my parents. At 
primary school I was occasionally on the receiving end of a little bullying 
and victimisation. Nothing terribly serious, and nothing that couldn’t be 

As a Christian organisation l 
feel we should confront any 
discrimination or prejudice 
whenever and wherever it 

raises its ugly head. 
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resolved in the school playground. But it did hurt at times - both physically 
and psychologically. Thankfully by the time I went to secondary school I 
had completely mastered Jockanese so my problems had all but 
disappeared. 

However, after leaving school and going to work 
in London, the problem reappeared, ironically for 
the same reason but from a different perspective. 
I was on a train on the way home after a night out 
with Scots colleagues when a few drunken louts 
singled us out for verbal abuse on account of our 
Scots accents. It turned nasty and there was a 
short but innocuous scuffle, but we managed to get off the train relatively 
unscathed. But you should have seen the other blokes! 

Shortly after moving to London, I lived in a flat in the relatively inexpensive 
area of Bayswater. There were lots of bed-sits in the area and it was not 
uncommon to see adverts posted in shop windows excluding certain ethnic 
groups. Since then, of course, such notices have been made illegal. 

On another occasion on the Underground, a drunken white man decided to 
have a go at a black man who was sitting in the 
corner minding his own business. The abuse 
continued for several stops and culminated with 
an insult loud enough for everyone to hear, “If 
you ever see a good ******, shoot him before he 
goes bad!” Soon afterwards, when the black man stood up to leave the 
train, he was transformed into a man-mountain. The abuse suddenly 
stopped! But, on his way to the door, he simply paused right in front of his 
abuser, looked him straight in the eye and shook his head sadly as if in 
pity! He then left without a word. Game set and match! To this day, I still 
think the little punk was a very lucky man! 

Later, still in London, I witnessed another, probably even more disturbing 
incident. In the course of my duties as a 
Customs and Excise Officer, when auditing 
the Purchase Tax Accounts of a small East-
End clothing manufacturer, I was sitting in a 
corner of the trader’s office when a knock on 
the window of the public counter was 
answered by the Office Manager. A black 
man at the window asked, “I’m looking for a 
job. Have you any jobs vacant?” To which the Office Manager, without 

The problem 
reappeared, ironically 
for the same reason but 

from a different 
perspective... 

He was transformed 
into a man-mountain. 

What really shocked and 
depressed me was the 

accepted normality of the 
exchange between the two. 
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even pausing for thought replied, “No. I’ve nothing at the moment. But 
don’t think that’s because you’re a *****. I’ve got a lot of ****** working for 
me and they’re all good blokes!” But later I had cause to look around the 
factory, and I failed to see a single black face among its twenty or so 
employees! This, together with the language used by the Office Manager 
was bad enough, but what really shocked and depressed me was the 
accepted normality of the exchange between the two. For them, it was just 
an everyday exchange and it was this normality that really disturbed me!    

Fast forward many years and I was (thankfully) 
back in cultured Edinburgh when I was Chairman 
of the Bohemians Lyric Opera Company. We had 
decided to stage Jerome Kern’s light opera 
Showboat! at the King’s Theatre. I had been keen for several years to do 
this show, firstly because of the beautiful music and lyrics and secondly 
because of its moral message on racial issues. But there was a snag. The 
cast included several black principal roles as well as a black male chorus, 
and the owners of the theatre, the Edinburgh District Council, would not 
permit any “blacking-up.” So we started a recruitment drive for suitable 
candidates and it was then that I realised how few black or even “coloured” 
people there were within our Edinburgh networks. But, after a lot of local 
research and talking to the small but very co-operative black community, 
we were able to recruit some really good people, including an off-the-peg 
dance group. However, a more sinister problem arose, one which, in my 
naivety, I hadn’t considered. Some Company members objected to using 
these extras and refused to take 
part in the show. Our long-serving 
rehearsal pianist, not even affected 
by the issue, resigned in protest. 
But in spite of this opposition and 
with the support of a very courageous committee, we soldiered on and 
managed to stage an outstanding production which, I believe, was the first 
amateur production of Showboat! at the King’s with an “un-blacked” cast. 

All the above examples pale into insignificance alongside recent events in 
the U.S. and are relatively trivial in nature, but their variety, I hope, serves 
to demonstrate how deeply ingrained and widespread the problem is in 
this country. We are not the lily-white society we think we are. And it’s 
going to take a lot of talking and, perhaps, even legislation to change 
matters.  

But there was a snag. 

We soldiered on and managed to 
stage an outstanding production. 
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Reflective Questions 
After the sermon each week, reflective questions are asked, sometimes 
hard-hitting and difficult to answer. Congregational members that wish to 
are asked to send their thoughts to Kristee, who summarises them before 
they are put onto the Webpage.  

Amongst many responses to the questions on 24th May,  
Dominic Arthur wrote ‘Every Photo Tells a Story’ on page 14. 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/congregational-thoughts-on-the-reflection-
questions-given-on-sunday-24th-may 
  

There were many responses to the quotes and questions on 7th June:  

Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put 
together that overwhelm the world'. Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

1. 'What is the "little bit of good" that you could do this week?' 
'Now I am a force to be reckoned with': Rev Gini Gerbasi 
2. 'How can you be a force to be reckoned with?' 
'Love your neighbour as yourself': Jesus 
3. 'Which of your "neighbours" needs your love?' 

http://stpetersedinburgh.org/congregational-thoughts-on-the-reflection-
questions-given-on-sunday-7th-june 

These answers included one very thought-provoking idea shared by  
Rev Sue Whitehouse:  

On Sunday lunchtime…after watching the News…I was half watching the 
next programme "Homes Under the Hammer" (where people buy run down 
properties at bargain prices and then renovate them) and half thinking 
about the sermon. I gradually become aware that a parable was unfolding 
before me relating to the changes that must come about in society ... and 
what is needed to bring them about. I remembered 
reading that Martin Luther King once said that 
"Change is not inevitable...it comes through 
struggle"...Certainly change would not have just 
happened to the dilapidated sixteenth century 
farmhouse that was the subject of the programme. 
What struck me most forcibly was that the renovation could not be the 
work of one person alone...many different people and many different skills 

"Change is not 
inevitable...it comes 
through struggle". 
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were involved...I have listed below some of the connections I made with 
the house and society/our national institutions... 
• Overall vision...the purchaser and his architect worked together with 

ideas from other people 
• Structure...the part that was sound was kept; the crumbling areas 

knocked down; the layout was partly reconfigured 
• Work behind the scenes, e.g., the building was checked for 

asbestos/health and safety 
• Legal documents were carefully scrutinised (in the matters of justice, 

who scrutinises Acts of Parliament to assess their impact on all areas 
of society and especially on the most vulnerable?) 

• Damp...a damp course put in to deal with the problem permanently.  I 
equated this with inbuilt racism and thought that the content of 
school/university/church teaching might be revamped to include and 
honour the history, achievements, literature, theology...of a whole 
range of different cultures. 

• Commitment of the purchaser...what motivated him was a 
determination to build a forever home...  

 

For those sent after 14th June, Kristee wrote: I felt privileged to be given 
the chance to read through the many personal examples that were sent to 
me, relaying experiences of true joy in life: 
1. When have you had moments of true joy in your life? 
2. Are you able to revisit and treasure memories of those moments and to  
    be thankful for them? 
3. Does being a Christian feel a joy to you? 
4. If not, how can you connect, or reconnect, with God in a joyful way? 
5. What do you believe God is calling St Peter’s Church towards? 
6. What is your place in the mission that He has for us? 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/congregational-thoughts-on-the-reflection-
questions-given-on-sunday-14th-june 
 

And on 21st June: Again, many people responded with passion to the 
following questions: 

! In our present situation what is my lament to God about: 
• my personal circumstances?   
• the state of society? 
• lock down at St Peter’s? 
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! As I dream about the ‘new normal’ what are the question marks 
against the status quo? 

! What will I have to give up if my dreams for the world are to be realised? 
! What do I wish to add as we dream together at St Peter’s? 

http://stpetersedinburgh.org/sunday-21st-june-2020-pentecost-3-laments-
and-dreams 
 

Every Photo Tells a Story 
By Dominic Arthur 

I've recently found myself in the world of photography and it is incredibly 
fascinating. Every photograph tells a story and freezes a moment. A 
moment you will always relive anytime you look back at that picture. I find it 
interesting how light, shadows and shades of colours come together to 
convey some sort of unexplainable feeling. On the back cover, I share with 
you one of my favourite photographs that I have taken. In it, the person is 
sitting on the edge of a cliff looking at a source of light from miles away. 
Below is the story I want this photograph to convey or tell. 

Think of it like this, imagine you are the person in the picture and the 
source of light is something you've always dreamed of. This could be 
anything, a new job, a degree, a new car etc. In the photograph, the only 
thing that's separating the person from the light is a massive river.  

Nevertheless, he can get to the light, either by swimming, using a boat or 
by flight, the same way you can make sure that dream comes true. The 
different ways the person could get to the light have their own risks and 
hurdles. For instance if he decides to swim, he might have to learn how to 
swim. Even if he can swim, he can't be certain what to expect in the river, 
there could be sharks or something that pose a threat or that will make the 
journey difficult. The same applies to you. Often, knowing the way to your 
destination is not enough. However, with 'knowing' comes hope and 
courage. And with hope and courage, one can make the impossible 
possible. 
 

I hope you find some inspiration from this short message. Of course, 
people see things from different perspectives so your story from this 
photograph might be different from mine and I would like to read yours... 
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Climate Corner 
By Anna Mattinson 

Many thanks for Rebecca MacKay’s eco article in last month’s magazine.  
She has won a Lush shampoo of her choosing for her contribution ☺ - 
please get in touch with Anna to organise this.    

Rebecca mentioned having swapped to bamboo toothbrushes. I have also 
done the same (when not using an electric one), and like it very much. I 
also agree that the plastic free toothpastes I have tried so far have not 
been the best. But the good news is that we can now recycle all oral 
hygiene products in central Edinburgh. Cherrybank Dental Spa (what on 
earth is a dental spa?!) on Dundas Street, has teamed up with TerraCycle, 
and is the city centre drop off. Empty dental floss, toothbrushes, electric 
toothbrushes and heads, toothpaste, and the packaging that comes with 
all these products is all accepted. Once collected the products are 
separated out, cleaned and extruded into plastic pellets to make new 
recycled products.  

Perhaps once St Peter’s is open again we should have a collection box, 
which can be taken in bulk to the Dental Spa for rejuvenation! Maybe the 
children could make some kind of dental themed papier-mâché creation to 
house our recycling?! 

Some bamboo toothbrushes are on offer for any interesting eco 
contributions over the next couple of months!  

Interviewing Faith Leaders 
Kristee has recently had very interesting interviews with the following Faith 
Leaders: Bishop John, Imam Razawi, Rev Nick Wills, Louisa Gupta (from 
Brahma Kumaris), and Rev Ruth Harvey (Iona Community). More will be 
said in the next magazine but the questions have included:  

• What would you say are the most fundamental elements that 
underpin your faith / spirituality? 

• How does your personal faith inspire the community work you do? 
• Does your faith influence your politics and, if so, how? 
• What do you believe is the role of your faith / spirituality in working 

towards a just and sustainable future for our world? 



16 • News & Views July/August 2020    

 ‘Just After Lent Group’ Part 1 
By Christine Bethune 

“To give them faith in their voice 
and let them know a friend is listening.” 

 

‘Finding a Voice’, a 5-week course by Hilary Brand, and led by Becky & 
Nick, uses the Oscar-winning film, The King's Speech, as a springboard to 
explore how our fears can disable and disempower us. The film shows 
‘Bertie’ (the future George VI), with the help of unorthodox speech expert 
Lionel Logue, overcoming an appalling stammer - deeply rooted in 
childhood trauma - in time to deliver, as King, his first speech at the outset 
of WWII. We were invited to examine the roots of fears that prevent us 
from finding our authentic voice as Christians today. 
 
The programme:  
A balance of film clips, prayer, questions and relevant Bible passages.  
Becky, assisted by Nick, skilfully steered us through each session, creating 
a relaxed and open discussion, encouraging all who wanted to speak 
(without chivvying anyone who didn’t), all deftly picked up by Becky and 
Nick (even when there was a queue!).  
Meetings were characterised by respect, cheerfulness, memories ranging 
from hilarious to painful, and increasing openness and trust.  
 
What did we talk about? 
Christians are supposed to be ‘a royal priesthood, a chosen people’ … 
Moses and Jeremiah were terrified of speaking out.  
• What were our memories of things that we simply could not do?  
• What pressure did that create? 
• Could we make worship more inclusive of those who struggle to find 

words in worship? 
• Who supported and encouraged Bertie?  
• What techniques were used, how did they work?  
• Who/what put barriers in Bertie’s way, prevented him from being his 

true self? 
• Swearing helped Bertie to speak without stammering. Is it wrong for 

Christians to swear? (This was a very lively session!) 
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• The film shows footage of Hitler using his considerable persuasive 
eloquence at a Nazi rally. What similar voices today are manipulating 
their audiences for evil?  

• Would we have the courage to confront what we know to be wrong? 
• What or who would help us? 
• The film ends with the outbreak of WWII. What challenges do we face 

today?  
• Do we believe that we have a right to be heard?  
• Can we have confidence in our voice? 

 
I saw these discussions as part of a most encouraging direction being 
explored at St Peter’s, along with finding our voices in zooms and the 
Questions for Reflection! 
 
The quotation at the top is spoken by Lionel Logue, Bertie’s speech expert, 
describing his work with traumatised Australian soldiers returning from 
WWI unable to speak of their experiences. 
 

‘Just After Lent Group’ Part 2 
By Chris Hodgson 
 
A group of 16-21 of us logged on weekly to Zoom to explore and discuss 
the relevance of a number of scenes and topics in the film 'The King's 
Speech’ to related stories and teachings in the Bible. The themes for each 
of the five weeks were: 
 

 • Difficulties in being able to ‘Find a Voice', each person’s uniqueness, 
dealing with negative feelings, situations - do we make excuses to God? 

 • What’s the difference between a dream, ambition, and a calling? 
 • Pressing forward and breaking through - perseverance 
 • Encouragement - reveal inner thoughts to God, with psalms as 

examples 
 • Finding, having a voice and daring to speak of our faith 

 

On-line publicity for the book/course advises that: “With a compelling and 
popular film as its point of reference, this is the Lent resource for those 
who watch films but might not otherwise consider a course of Lent Bible 
study”. This was true for me but the announcement of the course seemed 
to come just at the right time. I was feeling overwhelmed by conflicting and 
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confusing official statements from all sides on how to cope/prepare/ 
behave during Covid-19, all of which fed my uncertainty, concerns and 
fear. I needed to stop, step back and reflect on something entirely different 
- was this just the thing?  
 
I put my weekly barbershop chorus rehearsals on 
hold, began to re-assess who and what was 
important to me right now and went along on week 
one to see. It was stimulating, thought-provoking, 
interesting and our group with Becky and Nick’s guidance was friendly, 
engaged, supportive, we began to relax and enjoy being part of it, and I 
was hooked for the whole 5 sessions. I opened my school Bible for the first 
time in years to read the passages that Becky and Nick introduced and 
struggled with the changed texts. I spoke with my life-long best mate 
(church warden at Christ Church in Skipton) about the course, he was 
enthusiastic but suggested I get a new Bible (!). I did. My chorus started to 
worry that I was OK. I reassured them. We, as a group, opened our 
mouths, our thoughts, our hearts to ourselves and each other, it was just 
what I needed.  
 

Nick and Becky provided sensitive, caring and inclusive guidance, often 
humorous, always energised and committed, Becky relishing the 
opportunity to keep us on our toes with searching questions on various 
aspects of the film and relevant Bible passages. 
 

Yes, it was “just the thing”! Thanks Nick, Becky, fellow group attenders. 
 

The plan is to continue ‘Films & Faith’ - watch this space! 
 

When Will the Church Open? 
By Chris Hodgson & Andrew Sikes, Secretary to the Vestry  

Guidance in relation to Phase 2 of the Scottish Government’s Route Map 
through and out of the Covid-19 Crisis, which includes the possibility of 
places of worship being open for individual (private) prayer, has been 
produced by the Scottish Episcopal Church Advisory Group. The Guidance 
stresses that being allowed to open for private prayer does not mean that 
congregations are expected to begin to do such things.  

I was hooked for the 
whole 5 sessions. 
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A decision about whether or not to restart any activities is currently being 
considered by the Vestry, who, if they agree, then have to provide a 
detailed Covid-19 risk assessment to the Bishop for consideration. Thus, 
any reopening will be the outcome of a dialogue between Vestry and the 
Bishop.  
 

As part of our response here at St Peter’s a small Working Group has 
been set up by the Vestry to consider the new Government regulations 
and the latest directive from the Bishops to help assess whether or not  
St Peter’s can be opened in the near future for private prayer. Our initial 
considerations as to the suitability and practicalities of the arrangements 
necessary to ensure that stringent health and safety criteria can be met are 
encouraging but, before we submit our proposals for assessment by the 
full Vestry, we also need to be confident that enough volunteers would be 
able and willing to help.  
 

At the moment, the suggestion would be to have the church open once or 
twice a week for one and a half to two hours on each occasion, but this is 
still under discussion, and also dependent on various factors, including 
ensuring that the stringent guidelines from the Scottish Government about 
who is allowed to volunteer for indoor activities are followed. The 
guidelines are constantly changing and the regulations may have changed 
before we know it! An email will be sent to the congregation very soon with 
further details about this.  
 

Please consider Automated 
Donations to St Peter’s during the 
Covid-19 crisis 
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary 

Thank you all for your financial support of St Peter’s church. Amounts 
donated should be affordable to you, with no embarrassment if they are 
small: all contributions are valued. Congregational free-will and plate 
offerings make a vital contribution to staff costs, expenses such as 
Diocesan Quota, building maintenance and other administration, outreach 
and worship costs. 
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However, due to the disruption by Covid-19 to the physical collection 
during Sunday service of cash, cheques and donation envelopes, we now 
need to review our methods of regular giving and consider arranging with 
our own banks the transfer of amounts we want to donate directly into  
St Peter’s bank account. In this way we can prevent disruption to our 
giving and continue to contribute as fully as we can to support God’s 
mission and ministry through St Peters. 

Regular payments to St Peter’s, either weekly or monthly, can be set up by 
Internet banking directly into St Peter’s bank account or, if Internet banking 
is not an option, by setting up a Standing Order with your own bank using 
forms available from the Gift Aid secretary (Chris Hodgson) or from your 
own bank.  

For this you need St Peter’s bank details which are: 

• Bank of Scotland, 51 South Clerk St, EH8 9PP 
• Account number: 00439927 
• Sort code: 80-02-83 

If you have already filled out a Gift Aid declaration then St Peter’s can 
claim tax relief on the sum donated. If you have not filled out a Gift Aid 
declaration and wish to do so then forms are available from me (details 
below) – you need to be a UK taxpayer to be able to do this. 

You can also make a donation to be used for a specific purpose, e.g. the 
Building Fund. In which case, please mark your donation appropriately. If 
this isn’t possible then write to me and I will assign the donation 
accordingly. 

Wishing you all continued good health  
Email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 

Magazine Articles  
Please submit your articles and photographs as 
soon as possible, and no later than the deadline 
to: office@stpetersedinburgh.org  

Articles and photos should be sent by email, 
remembering to send photos separately.  

Thank you. 

NEWS & VIEWS 

Contributions welcome. 
DEADLINE for the 
September issue is 

Thursday 20th August 
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Sunday Services 
Services in the church building are currently suspended, but 
hopefully they will resume before too long! 

In the meantime, you can watch all the services that have been recorded 
since lockdown online: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHhYHVFO1hqHLPo4GtFjG_A 

Ways of dialling into Zoom from a landline are currently being investigated 
and hopefully this will be possible in due course... 

Additional material for Sundays is being emailed out to congregational 
members each week, and is available to download from the Website under 
‘Spiritual Resources’ or on the Blog: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ 

Keeping in Touch 
By Sheila Chisholm 

We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give 
whatever support is needed. Although the office is still closed, Laura and I 
continue to work from home. If you want to get in touch, do email the 
office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org, or contact any of the Ministry team:  

  

 
 
There is also a ‘closed’ Facebook page just for members and friends of  
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/groups/198448741481099  

‘Coffee Mornings’: The Thursday 10.30am-11.30am Zoom ‘Coffee 
Mornings’ are proving to be very popular indeed, with the opportunity to 
chat together in smaller ‘Chat Rooms’.  

From all accounts the Buddy System, designed to help us keep in touch 
with each other, seems to be being enjoyed and appreciated by all. If you 
have any questions about it, please contact Kristee. 

Nick: 0131 259 1933      Sue: 0131 672 1308 
 Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Sunday Readings 
   5th July       Zechariah 9: 9-12 # Psalm 145: vv. 8-15 #  

      *Romans 7: 15-25a # *Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

  12th July       Isaiah 55: 10-13 # Psalm 65: 8-13 # *Romans 8: 1-11 #    
         *Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

  19th July       Genesis 28: 10-19a #  *Psalm 139: 1-11, 23, 24 #    
      *Romans 8: 12-25 # Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

  26th July       1 Kings 3: 5-12 # Psalm 119: 129-136 #  
      *Romans 8: 26-39 #  *Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

 

  2nd August  *Genesis 32: 22-31 # Psalm 17: 1-7, 16 # Romans 9: 1-5 #   
        *Matthew 14: 13-21   

  9th August  *Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28 # Psalm 105: 1-6,15-22, 45b #   
       Romans 10: 5-15 # *Matthew 14: 22-33 

16th August  *Genesis 45: 1-15 # Psalm 133 # Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32 # 
        *Matthew 15: 21-28 

23rd August   Exodus 1: 8-2: 10 # Psalm 124 # *Romans 12: 1-8 # 
     *Matthew 16: 13-20 

30th August  *Exodus 3: 1-15 # Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45b # 
      *Romans 12: 9-21 # Matthew 16: 21-28  

Dates for the Diary 
July & August 
Day and time tbc:  ‘Film & Faith’: (Zoom) 
Thursdays:   10.30am-11.30am: Coffee Morning. (Zoom) 
 

20th August  Magazine Deadline  

Please note that over the summer holidays, some Coffee Mornings  
and ‘Film & Faith’ events may be cancelled at short notice. 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector:       Rev Nick Wills  

Associate Priest: Rev Sue Whitehouse  
                                                                   

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes  
Organist: Sheila Chisholm  
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton  
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd: 
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson  
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir 
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp  

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes  

Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson 
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Verger: Deborah Waterson 
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan  
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird  

Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare  

   

All these people can be contacted via: 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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