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Due to Covid-19, the office is 
currently closed with Laura and 
Sheila working from home. 

From the Rector 
Rev Nick Wills 
 

St Peter's church building is finally open and I have 
been able to lead worship for a physically present 
congregation for the first time since my arrival 5 
months ago! 

Much is still rather strange, and I look forward to the 
day when I will be able to see your smiles, share 
the Communion wine with you, join in with singing, 
and walk around during my sermons... 

But it is a delight to be together in person and it has 
been lovely to meet some of you "for real" after 
months on a screen, and some of you for the first 
time altogether. Please bear with Becky and myself 
if we don't recognise you straightaway – everyone 
looks different in a mask!  

I would like to thank all those who have worked 
hard to help us to reach this point.  

Thank you too to all the volunteers who have learnt 
new (and ever-changing) systems and helped us all 
with grace and humour. And to the Vestry for long 
extra meetings and the will to face tough 
decisions.  

As we have seen in other parts of the country and 
indeed the world, this virus is still very much with us and everything can 
change again very quickly, but I am confident in the resilience of the 
Vestry, staff, volunteers and congregation to be able to face whatever 
comes next.  

Many of you will be delighted to know that the current (as of 22nd August) 
SEC regulations state that we can now have a toilet available during 
services. We will have wipes available for you to use as you enter the 
toilet, and particular emphasis is placed on "touch points": e.g. door 
handles, the toilet seat and flush handle, and taps.  
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It is important that these wipes are put into the bin, not flushed away, as 
they would block the plumbing. Hand gel will also be provided in the toilet 
cubicle.  

At this point we will only open the disabled toilet 
by the lift in order to minimise the need for 
checking of toilets and additional cleaning by 
volunteers.  

Normally at this time we'd be preparing for the 
start of the University term and our work with students. This year it's not 
immediately clear how many new or returning students will come to 
Edinburgh or study from home but do keep an eye out for any new young 
people in church. As well as the usual challenges of starting a new life as 
a student they will have added Covid-related anxieties to deal with too.  

We're also looking ahead and beginning planning for our major seasonal 
festivals. I met with Rupert and Sheila and we are putting in place 
alternative arrangements and contingencies to ensure that we can 
celebrate these festivals as fully as possible within the guidelines.  

In this transition phase we are continuing plenty of online activity, 
particularly for those who are still shielding and unable to join us in church 
in person, but also I hope we will hold onto some of the positives of online 
church: open Zoom discussions, getting to know people better in small 
group chats, YouTube subtitles, learning names we perhaps never knew.  

And finally, I hope you will have already heard and signed up, but I'm 
delighted to be part of two COG projects, creatively adapted for our times 
- the postponed showing of the film "Plastic Oceans" now via Zoom at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 2nd September (followed by optional post-film 
discussion) and the all-new sponsored socially distanced walk 
#longdistancesocial on 12th September at a location and time to suit you! 
Contact Liz Hare to sign up - I'll be there!  

With my prayers as we journey together into an unknown future, but with 
our never-changing God by our side, 

Nick 

Normally at this time we'd 
be preparing for the start 
of the University term... 
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Meeting the New Rector 
By Delia Keir 

I started the Thursday Lunch Club nearly 20 years ago, as a way of 
bringing together older members of the congregation, men and women, 
most of whom live alone. We meet once a month, first for the 11am Holy 
Communion service, and then go out to lunch in one of the cafés in 
Newington Road. Over the years, a great sense of fellowship has grown, 
and even shy or reserved people have ‘come out of 
their shell’, so to speak. At the first Thursday service 
since we last met in March, we were all so pleased 
to meet our new Rector, and see each other again.  
I felt reminded of the children going back to school 
who were looking forward to seeing their friends after the holidays. At 
present, we cannot go anywhere for lunch, it is too dangerous, but we can 
certainly look forward to the first Thursday of each month when we plan to 
all regularly meet again with the Clergy in church.   
 

A Stroll in the Garden 
By Janet Young 

In anticipating our return to communal worship in church, I expected a 
mixture of emotions on the day. I wondered how this “new normal” that 
everybody was talking about would feel. So, with a head full of anxious 
thoughts but a heart full of hope, I arrived early at St Peter’s that first 
Sunday. The trepidation I felt was quickly 
dispelled by delight; instead of being confronted 
with a sorry scene of neglect, there was our 
lovingly tended garden welcoming me back.  

Stepping through the gateway, I was met by a 
burst of colour and accompanied by the scent of 
lavender as I strolled by the borders. Taking a moment to touch Aslan’s 
head affirmed a sense of homecoming. There would be no processing in 
the church building, however, I made my way among the congregation of 
fondly remembered names engraved on memorial plaques, each patiently 
awaiting the gaze of a loved one or an interested stranger.  

A great sense of 
fellowship has grown 

Taking a moment to 
touch Aslan’s head 
affirmed a sense of 

homecoming. 
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It is always a pleasure to spend time in this peaceful place in the middle 
of our busy city. However, on this particular day, the unexpected, nurtured 
abundance felt like a taste of things to come. I am so grateful to all of you 
who tend our church garden; you have made and maintained a place of 
beauty, invitation, welcome and encounter. Thank you. 
 

An Update from Jaime  
By Jaime Wright 

Greetings, St Peter’s family! I have been delighted to watch from a 
distance your welcome of Rev Nick Wills and his family and the support 
you have offered each other through the strain of lockdown these last few 
months. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and prayers through my 
training for ministry within the Scottish Episcopal Church. Since moving 
back to Edinburgh from Inverness, I have been working on placement at   
St Columba’s by the Castle. Some of my projects have included setting 
up an active Facebook page for the church, offering technological support 
for online services and building a media team, helping to maintain 
community and individual spirituality through lockdown by setting up and 
facilitating an online gathering called Exploring the Psalms, preaching, 
supporting ecological and missional initiatives, and offering pastoral care 
through phone, video calls, and in-person visits, once allowed. During the 
last few months, I have also formally graduated from Edinburgh University 
with a doctorate in Systematic Theology. 

It has been decided by the Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEI) to extend my 
placement with St Columba’s through early 2021, with ordination and 
curacy beginning in February/March 2021. Because I am a mixed-mode 
student, receiving a stipend and housing, this change requires that I 
continue as a full-time student during that time. My student status with the 
SEI exists in the liminal space between IME 1-3 (training as an ordinand) 
and IME 4-6 (continued training as a curate). I will be taking three 
modules during this time of study, either independently or along with other 
curates, covering the topics of leadership, liturgy and pastoral care, and 
preaching. Alongside this study, I will also continue speaking and 
publishing on my academic research at the intersection of science, 
religion, and literature. 
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I ask for your continued prayers for Eric and me as we navigate this 
change in plan. Eric is still pursuing an academic lecturing or research 
post. We will need to navigate the legal switch from a student VISA to a 
ministry worker VISA next winter/spring. Please also be praying for the 
congregation in which I will serve my curacy and the incumbent under 
whom I will be training. 

Many blessings and prayers. 

 

A Quiet Faith 
	By Christine Rednall 

It was the reflective questions on 21st and 28th June, which really got me 
thinking about my faith, my life after COVID and my current and future 
contribution to our church community.  

You might know me as Catherine and Emma’s 
mum – the two sisters who sing in the choir - or 
that really short lady with the blonde (or silver 
hair at the moment) who steals into church to 
hear her girls and listen to the sermon. 

We haven’t been at St Peter’s for long, but after 4 years attendance and 
much quiet reflection during lockdown, I feel it is time to make more of the 
community. This for me means showing up, committing, and using my 
voice - albeit differently to my girls!  

A bit about me and my family - I am originally from Inverness and 
attended St Andrew’s Cathedral in my teenage years. My younger brother 
was a chorister and then head chorister. My best friend and I were not 
allowed to join as we were girls - except once for a Diocesan Festival, 
which had invited a girls’ choir from Strathpeffer. For this reason ‘The 
Heavens are Telling’ remains one of my all time favourite anthems… we 
loved being part of that.  

I also tried bell ringing with my best friend – her 
mum was tower captain. I’m not sure if it was my 
height or lack of pulling ability, but it never did 
become a hobby. I am in awe of any campanologist. 
It is a true skill.  

I feel it is time to make 
more of the community. 

I am in awe of any 
campanologist. 
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I moved to Edinburgh at 18 to study Scottish Historical Studies at 
Edinburgh University, and as luck would have it, met my now husband. 
He is from London, and had a wee Scottish mum...!  

A master’s followed and then a career in retail management where I 
worked in various parts of England. Always known as the ‘wee Scots 
lady’, ‘meant I felt welcome in each new community.  

I returned to Edinburgh and in 2002 was married in Rosslyn Chapel to 
Anthony. A career change to become a teacher beckoned and I started 
my career and vocation as a primary teacher in Midlothian in 2004.  

I progressed from newly qualified teacher to class teacher, Principal 
Teacher and recently, depute Head Teacher. A second Educational 
Master’s followed in Professional Learning and Enquiry.  

I am currently on secondment to a regional 
improvement collaborative where I work with 
teachers and senior leaders across five local 
authorities on projects that aim to improve 
outcomes for all our learners. 

Catherine was born in 2006, and Emma in 2009, after which we started to 
regularly attend Old St Paul’s. We still attend the crib service there every 
year. As Catherine and Emma grew up it became clear that Catherine 
wanted to sing. Although Old St Paul’s is a very welcoming place, we 
needed a choir that also had school age members for Catherine to enjoy.  

I discovered Voice for Life run by the fabulous Sheila and Catherine 
started to attend. Sunday morning services followed and when Emma 
turned eight Sheila managed to convince her to stay for choir too… and 
now we have two exuberant noisy choristers and a mum with a quiet faith. 

It’s a quiet faith as I haven’t yet found my voice at St Peter’s. My work and 
life is dedicated to helping others find their voice and unlock their potential 
- whether children and young people or adults - and as someone with a 
vocation it is important for me to consider where I can help and serve.  

Last year I was privileged to attend a Columba 
1400 course for education leaders at Loch 
Lomond.  

For those of you who don’t know, it’s a 
fabulous social enterprise and charity, whose purpose is simple: to help 
young people realise that they already have the inner greatness and 

As Catherine and Emma 
grew up it became clear that 

Catherine wanted to sing. 

Columba 1400 has six 
core values... 



   St Peter’s, Lutton Place • 9 

confidence to transform their own lives and those around them. Columba 
1400 has six core values:  
awareness, focus, creativity, integrity, perseverance and service.   

The founder Norman Drummond (a very inspirational man, who was 
amongst other things an Army Chaplain and a Headteacher) asks us to 
consider three key questions:  

• Who are you?  
• Why are you living and working the way that you are? 
• What might you yet become and do with your life?  

He explores these further in his book The Spirit of Success. 

These questions came back to me after the 
reflections of the June services.  

To answer question 1, at present I am a wife, 
mum and educator with a quiet faith, who 
strives to enable and empower others to become their best selves.  

The new online St Peter’s community and reflections has given me pause 
to really consider the next two questions and particularly what yet might I 
become and do with my life? I see for me now, it’s not enough to sit back 
and not contribute, that’s not my best self.  

Furthermore Rev Sue Whitehouse’s reflections 
from 28th June on the rule of  
St David really resonated, “Live Joyfully,  
Keep the Faith, Do the little things”. 

So doing the little things in St Peter’s will form the next part of my life, as I 
continue to educate and bring up my daughters with my husband.   

I also intend to discover what I might yet become and do with my life and 
for our community, in service and with joy.  

*   *   *   * 

The congregational responses to the Reflective Questions asked after 
each Sunday sermon during Lockdown can be found at: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog 

‘Faith is the turning of dreams into deeds.’ 
Clarence Jordan’s translation of Hebrews 11: 1,  

as quoted by Rob Robertson in ‘St Anthony’s Activists’ 

It’s not enough to sit back 
and not contribute... 

“Live Joyfully, Keep the 
Faith, Do the little things” 
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MONDAY GROUP 
By Liz Philp 

For many years the Monday Group has met at 7.30pm in the choir vestry 
during the winter months - October to April.   

HOWEVER due to the Covid-19 pandemic situation regarding social 
distancing, etc., it seems very unlikely that we will be able to start up 
again this October. We certainly are not in a position to be able to book 
outside speakers. We will review the situation again at the end of 
September, but as we have a number of members who are over 70 we 
feel we need to be extra cautious about meeting together as a group. 
This is a real shame, but we live in difficult times. 

Although we were unable to hold our AGM in April the 2019-2020 
accounts were audited and circulated to all members. The main thing to 
note from the accounts was that we were able to donate £800 to the 
Building Fund - we had held back from donations to other charities for a 
couple of years in order to be able to do this. We trust that the money will 
be used wisely in completing Phase 3 of the project. 

‘Film & Faith’ 
During July and August, there were three very interesting meetings and 
discussions, all skilfully and compassionately led by Becky and Nick. In 
the first meeting we discussed the film ‘Marvellous’, a thought provoking 
film about Neil Baldwin, a man who refused to accept the label of learning 
difficulties, and who led an extraordinary life. How against all odds, he 
somehow managed to win the hearts and minds of everyone he met, and 
run his own football club. For those that have not watched it, it is an 
incredible example of the power of positive thinking, patience, 
determination, perseverance and honesty. 

In the last two meetings we discussed two of Alan Bennett’s ‘Talking 
Heads’: ‘Lady of Letters’ and ‘The Hand of God’. Each had discussions 
that covered many areas of how we feel in the modern day world: Do we 
really see things as God sees us? How can we help people to fit into their 
role without being judgemental? Thank you, Becky and Nick for enabling 
such open and honest discussion to take place! 
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Plastic Quandary  
Wednesday 2nd September, 7.30pm 
By Liz Hare, Community Outreach Group  

As part of the ‘Faith and Film’ series, the Community Outreach group 
(COG) presents the film Plastic Ocean on Wednesday 2nd September 
2020 at 7.30pm on Zoom, followed by an informal and informed 
discussion.  

This is a chance to see this important film about plastic pollution that had 
to be postponed due to Covid-19 and lock down. Some of you bought 
tickets to see the film in church back in March. If you didn’t, you may wish 
to make a donation to the charity The World Land Trust. Visit their 
website for details: https://www.worldlandtrust.org/ 

Even if you live hundreds of miles from the coast, the plastic you throw 
away could make its way into the sea. Once in the ocean, plastic 
decomposes very slowly, breaking down into tiny pieces known as micro 
plastics that can be incredibly damaging to sea life. Our oceans and 
coastlines are choking on plastic. We’ve all seen plastic bottles, food 
wrappers and bags polluting beaches, and been horrified by the stories of 
marine creatures like seabirds and whales starving when their stomachs 
become packed full of plastic. 

Scientists have shown that up to 12 million tonnes of plastic is entering 
our oceans every year – that’s a rubbish truck full every minute. Single-
use plastic packaging for food and drink is a particularly common part of 
the problem. 

Where does all this plastic come from? How can we help to solve this 
issue?  Can we stop it? What will happen if we don’t? Let’s be informed 
and discuss! 

The link will go out to the congregation for the Zoom Film Show the week 
beforehand. Or contact Liz Hare: c/o office@stpetersedinburgh.org to 
receive the link.  
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The SEA Change Challenge:  
18th-31st October 
By Kristee Boyd 
Did you know that false eyelashes, commonly used by young girls and 
women, are often ‘harvested’ from minks that are brushed all day until 
their skin is raw? Neither did I, until very recently. I also did not realise 
that such practices enable the lashes to be classified as ‘ethically 
sourced’ because the minks are not killed in the process. 
In recent weeks, Christine Bethune, Rebecca Mackay and I have been 
discussing the importance of being aware of from where the items we buy 
come. It’s easy to check a label and, upon reading catch phrases like ‘fair 
trade’ or ‘cruelty free,' to make a quick decision. However, many of us do 
not take the time to actually research the processes that are used to 
produce the products we regularly use. This is understandable, as it does 
take a substantial time commitment to be so thorough! 
With this in mind, the three of us decided to set up a ‘responsible 
shopping’ fortnight in October. Within this small period of time, we will be 
setting daily challenges to encourage us all to take a closer look at our 
personal shopping habits. The goal? Simply to help us to become more 
aware, so that we can each do a little better! In due course, we will invite 
other organisations to participate and we will set up a Facebook page for 
this initiative, as well as alternative methods to contribute for those not on 
Facebook. 
The SEA in ‘SEA Change’ stands for Sustainability, Ethical, & Awareness. 

From ‘The Tempest’… 

"Full fathom five thy father lies, 
Of his bones are coral made, 

Those are pearls that were his eyes, 
Nothing of him that doth fade, 
But doth suffer a sea-change, 

into something rich and strange, 
Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell, 

Ding-dong. 
Hark! now I hear them, ding-dong, bell." 

If you have any questions or would like to get involved, please email 
Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Climate Corner 
By Anna Mattinson & Christine Bethune 
Christine writes: 
Lockdown eco discovery #1: toilet roll! 
During lockdown I, along with many others, had more than sufficient time 
to re-examine spending choices, and also the chance to try out new 
choices, given that I was more likely than not to be at home to receive 
any deliveries.  

My usual source of recycled toilet roll dried up (sorry). Even when other 
brands reappeared, that was still unavailable. A family member rather 
smugly saying that due to an unintentional bulk buy they had enough 
toilet roll to see them through Christmas - and beyond - led me to ‘Who 
Gives a Crap’, a company selling (spoiler alert!) toilet roll, tissues and 
kitchen roll.  

Who Gives a Crap was set up to provide resources to those with no 
access to toilet facilities and with resulting death rates from disease and 
poor sanitation. Their information states that “we donate 50% of our 
profits to help build toilets and improve sanitation in the developing 
world”. You can read much more at https://uk.whogivesacrap.org/  

Due to high demand toilet roll was temporarily out of stock, but I joined a 
waiting list and before long was able to order 48 recycled rolls for £36 – 
less than 2p more per sheet than I normally spend. (There is also a 
premium quality roll made from bamboo, which I haven’t tried.) Unlike my 
supermarket brand there was no plastic packaging. My first world problem 
was then finding space for it all…  

I’m delighted to support a company prepared to ‘put something back’ on 
this scale. I will not go back to my supermarket brand, and will also be 
trying the kitchen roll…. and I too now have a supply to see me through 
till after Christmas! 

• Have you made a lockdown eco discovery or chosen to do something 
differently to combat climate change? To win a free WGAC toilet roll or 
bamboo toothbrush, let us know at office@stpetersedinburgh.org! 

• On 2 September COG are screening Plastic Ocean. See Liz Hare’s 
article, Plastic Quandary, on page 11. 

• Join the SEA Change Challenge in October! See Kristee Boyd’s article 
on responsible shopping, page 12. 
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Sponsored Walk  
Saturday 12th September 
By Liz Hare, Community Outreach Group 

A St Peter's Sponsored Walk: #LongDistanceSocial 

COG is organising a sponsored walk in aid of Shakti Women’s Aid. They 
are an Edinburgh-based charity who support BAME women and children 
who’ve suffered domestic abuse. We’d like as many people to take part 
as possible. Don’t worry if it’s difficult to collect sponsors right now – just 
make a small donation from yourself and join in with the walk anyway. 

Where is the walk? That depends on where you live! This will be a 
socially distanced contactless relay walk. You can participate by cycle as 
well to increase the distance we cover. We hope we can join up and 
cover much of the city and see each other a bit too! The aim is to connect 
as many sections as possible. An average estimate of 20 minutes for a 
one-mile walk, or 30 minutes for a 5-mile cycle. If you are a keen walker 
or keen cyclist, then by all means challenge yourself to a longer stint!  

There are many ways for family and friends to support your sponsored 
walk while keeping social distanced, through email and bank transfer.  

• COG Account Number: 17078567 
• Sort Code: 80 22 60.  
• Or post a cheque payable to: St Peter’s Community Outreach Group, 

c/o Liz Hare, The Lodge, St Peter’s Church, Edinburgh, EH8 9PE. 
 
To take part, please phone or email Liz Hare for the form to fill in: 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

We will then send you a short route as close to your home as possible 
while joining up with the other participants.   

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to ask Liz on the phone 
number or email above. 

The more people that take part, the more fun it will be! 
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Helping Charities 

St Peter’s continues officially to support and help a variety of charities 
through this crisis. These include: 

• Basics Food Bank at the Community Church: 
https://www.edinburghcitymission.org.uk/ Any donations of food to 
the Basics Food Bank can be made in person to King’s Hall 
Community Church on a Thursday morning. Sadly the queue at the 
food bank is as long as ever and donating food is something 
practical to which many can contribute. 

• Fresh Start: https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/  
• ‘Steps to Hope’: https://www.stepstohope.co.uk/ 

The congregation were asked if they supported any specific charities and 
below are four: 

Seafarers Mission  
Sunday 12th July, 2020, was ‘Sea Sunday’, a day 
the charity, Seafarers Mission, unites globally to 
pray and celebrate the role seafarers play in our 
daily lives, keeping the global economy moving. 
Over the past few years, we have sometimes 
welcomed the Chaplain to the Scottish Ports of 
the Seafarers Mission, Rev Tim Tunley, to preach.  

To show our care for seafarers around the world, anyone that knits has in 
the past been asked to knit hats for the sailors – they get through 
innumerable hats each year. For ‘Sea Sunday’, the many hats knitted by 
members of St Peter’s are blessed and collected. Of course, this year, it 
was not possible to do this. However, Nan Murray has not forgotten the 
Seafarers. Amazingly over the last few months she has knitted 75 hats for 
them, which will be sent to them very soon.  

Many congratulations Nan!! 
 

Seafarers Sunday in 2021 is on Sunday 11th July: 
https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/ 
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Amnesty International 
By Rev Sue Whitehouse 

Amnesty International is a global Human 
Rights Organisation that works on behalf of 
those throughout the world who are arrested, 
imprisoned and tortured for peacefully 
expressing their views and whose treatment 

contravenes internationally agreed standards of justice and fair trial. I 
have great respect for it as an organisation and 
have been a member for many years. 
Throughout the world researchers examine 
each case brought to Amnesty’s attention and 
then volunteer local groups and individuals 
write to relevant officials in that particular 
country courteously asking that injustices be addressed. Those officials 
receive thousands of letters from all over the world about an individual 
person and evidence is that such pressure can have a beneficial effect. 
Prisoners who have been released have said that they knew when they 
had been adopted as an Amnesty prisoner because their conditions did 
improve. But often that is not the case and the work is a matter of faith 
and persistence in face of apparently unending cruelty and oppression by 
so many governments.  

Amnesty’s logo is a lighted candle surrounded by barbed wire because 
the founder of the organisation in 1961, the 
lawyer Peter Beneson, felt that following the 
Chinese proverb it was ‘better to light a 
candle than curse the darkness’. 

Since I came to Edinburgh I have been a 
member of the Undercroft Group that normally meets at lunchtime on the 
last Monday of the month at St Andrew’s and George’s West Church 
café. There we sign letters and plan events. As always, it is so much 
more effective to work within a supportive group than in isolation. 

But what has given me the impetus and encouragement over the years 
was something that happened long ago at a meeting I attended. The 
speaker was the English wife of a Libyan Government official who had 
been summarily imprisoned by Colonel Gaddafi.  

It is so much more effective 
to work within a supportive 

group than in isolation. 

Officials receive 
thousands of letters from 

all over the world. 
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One Christmas he had been one of the named prisoners on Amnesty’s 
Christmas card list. He had received hundreds and there were prison 
guards who made sure that he got them. His wife was able to visit him at 
that time and they decided that she should write thank you cards to 30 of 
the senders in different parts of the world. On each card she drew a bean 
flower which had grown in her husband’s cell and was a sign of hope for 
him.  

At the end of the talk one of the people in the room - whom I knew - 
revealed that she had received one of those cards. It was then that I knew 
that although it often felt that we were writing into a vacuum it was 
certainly not always the case. Webpage: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/ 

Edinburgh Direct Aid in Beirut 
By Ann Thanisch, Craigmillar Park Church 

Bordering Palestine and Syria, Lebanon has been struggling for years to 
cope as host to the greatest proportion of refugees in the world. But in 
this past year, it has endured a series of unimaginable catastrophes: 
currency collapse, political turmoil, rocketing inflation and unemployment, 
the coronavirus pandemic - and now the Beirut explosion, with the loss of 
200 lives, 500 hospital beds and 300,000 homes.   

Edinburgh Direct Aid, 
together with German 
NGO Green Helmets, has 
brought in a team of 
Syrian refugees trained in 
construction at their 
vocational training centre 
in Arsal in north east 
Lebanon to contribute to 
the relief effort in Beirut. 
They are based in 
Karantina, a poor 
residential area near the 
site of the blast, where 
many homes have been badly damaged.  

2

Street Scene in Karantina, 
Beiruit, a week after the blast. 
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Many of their occupants worked at the port, and may have lost not only 
friends & relatives, but also their jobs, due to the extensive damage to the 
port. The team is using its specialised skills to replace doors and 
windows, shore up houses and build temporary shelters. 

TO HELP EDA HELP BEIRUT: 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: This appeal is for cash only, not for clothes or other 
supplies. We are currently unable to ship in any goods to Lebanon. 
Proceeds from this appeal may also be used for the work of the EDA/GH 
construction team in Arsal, a Lebanese town of 35,000 hosting 50,000 
Syrian refugees, building shelters for particularly impoverished refugees. 

Citadel Arts Group 
By Liz Hare 

Citadel Arts Group, Charitable Reference: SC 034687 is the charity with 
which I work. We’re based in Leith where for the past ten years, we’ve 
taken high quality, professional live theatre into an area of considerable 
deprivation. We especially engage with older people, collecting and 
representing their stories in books of living memories and lively dramas 
inspired by Leith heritage: its dockers and whalers, its much missed 
hospital, the impact of world wars on the people of the area.  

I’m artistic director, fund raiser and general dogsbody. I’m proud that 
we’re a group run by and mainly for older people. But we also take plays 
into schools and offer a youth drama group in Leith Community Centre 
where our older writers help the kids develop their own plays. Listen to 
our lively audio dramas recorded on zoom on www.citadelgoesviral.com 
or why not try your hand at playwriting by dropping into our writing group 
‘Zoom into Drama!’ New members always welcome! Contact Liz c/o: 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Donate by phone 
0131 552 1545 

Donate on-line at 
www.edinburghdirectaid.org  
& select ‘donations – cash’ 

or send a cheque payable to ‘Edinburgh Direct Aid’ to: 
EDA, 29 Starbank Rd, Edinburgh EH5 3BY 

1

S
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Financial Support 
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary 

Thank you all for your financial support of St Peter’s church. Amounts 
donated should be affordable to you, with no embarrassment if they are 
small: all contributions are valued. Congregational free-will and plate 
offerings make a vital contribution to staff costs, expenses such as 
Diocesan Quota, building maintenance and other administration, outreach 
and worship costs. 

It is great that we are now able to return to St Peter's for worship. 
Currently, we are not able to take a collection as we would normally. As a 
result, there are collection baskets at the back of the church where you 
can place your cash donation, yellow freewill offering envelope OR white 
Gift Aid envelope (both available from me or the back of church shelf) for 
recording and banking. Alternatively, envelopes or cash can be deposited 
in the Narthex wall safe which is emptied weekly. 

We appreciate, however, that many will still be hesitant about returning to 
church. In this case, you may want to review your method of regular 
giving and consider arranging with your bank to transfer funds directly 
into the bank account of St Peter’s. This will prevent disruption to your 
giving and allow you to continue to contribute as fully as you can to 
support God’s mission and ministry through St Peter’s. 

Regular payments to St Peter’s, either weekly or monthly, can be set up 
by Internet banking directly into St Peter’s bank account or, if Internet 
banking is not an option, by setting up a Standing Order with your own 
bank using forms available from me or from your own bank. 

When setting up a Standing Order, it is a Bank of Scotland account that 
you’re paying into, then: 
• Type of account: Business account 
• Name of account: “St Peters Episcopal Church”.  

(Please note that there is no apostrophe in “Peters”.) 
• Sort code: 80-02-83 
• Account number: 00439927 
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If you are a UK taxpayer and have already filled out a Gift Aid declaration 
then St Peter’s can claim tax relief on the sum donated. If you have not 
filled out a Gift Aid declaration and wish to do so then forms are available 
from me, Chris Hodgson: Email: C/O:  office@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

You can also make a donation to be used for a specific purpose, e.g. the 
Building Fund. In which case, please mark your donation appropriately. If 
this isn’t possible then write to me and I will assign the donation 
accordingly. 

Wishing you all continued good health.      

Sunday & Thursday Services 
Happily services in the church building have resumed! 

Sundays: 10.45am: A service of Holy Communion using a shortened 
version of the 1982 Liturgy. This service is recorded and uploaded onto 
YouTube each week. (Only the Clergy, Reader and Intercessor are 
recorded.) 

Thursdays: 11am: A service of Holy Communion using a shortened 
version of the 1982 Liturgy. This service has no sermon or music. 

As Nick said on p. 3, a toilet is also now available for use. Although it is 
open, we would encourage you to please only use it if necessary. We 
also ask that you please both enter in and exit out of your pew the same 
way. It seems an odd request, but it helps ensure that the church is kept 
as safe and clean as possible for everyone... Thank you. 

All the services that have been recorded since lockdown can be watched 
online: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHhYHVFO1hqHLPo4GtFjG_A 

Additional material for Sundays, and about upcoming events is emailed 
out to congregational members each week. It is also available to 
download from the website and on the blog under ‘Spiritual Resources’: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/  

If you do not already receive these emails and would like to, please 
contact Sheila via the office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 



   St Peter’s, Lutton Place • 21 

Sunday Readings 
6th Sept         Exodus 12: 1-14  !  Psalm 149  ! *Romans 13: 8-14  ! 
            *Matthew 18: 15-20 

13th Sept       Exodus 14: 19-31  !  Psalm 114  !  *Romans 14: 1-12  !   
         *Matthew 18: 21-35 

20th Sept       Exodus 16: 2-15  !  Psalm 105: 1-6, 37-45  !   
             *Philippians 1: 21-30  !  *Matthew 20: 1-16 

27th Sept       Exodus 17: 1-7  !  Psalm 78: 1-4, 12-16  !  
              *Philippians 2: 1-13  !  *Matthew 21: 23-32 

 

Keeping in Touch 
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give 
whatever support is needed. Although the office is still closed, Laura and I 
continue to work from home. If you want to get in touch, do email the 
office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org, or contact any of the Ministry team, 
also via the Office.   
 

  
 

There is also a ‘closed’ Facebook page for members and friends of  

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/ 

The Buddy System, designed to help us keep in touch with each other, 
is still being much appreciated. If you have any questions about it, please 
contact Kristee. If you haven't spoken to your Buddy in a while, please do 
give them a call! 

 

Rev Nick Wills      Rev Sue Whitehouse 
 Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Pastoral Visits 
If you know of a member of St Peter’s that is ill please let Nick or Sue 
know.  

Our Clergy are now able to make pastoral visits to people's homes 
(unless the individual is in quarantine or has symptoms of Covid-19) but 
have to conform to very clear guidelines in order to maintain safety for 
everyone. Please don't put pressure on them to break these guidelines, 
as they are unable to do so. 

Our Clergy are still not being permitted to visit hospitals, but are able to 
put patients in touch with the Chaplaincy for pastoral visits. 

Magazine Articles  
Please submit your articles and photographs as 
soon as possible, and no later than the deadline 

to: office@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Articles and photos should be sent by email, 
remembering to send photos separately.  

Thank you. 

Irene Small: 3 Dec 1921 - 29 June 2020 
Irene, who recently passed away, regularly attended St Peter’s for many 
years until ill health made this impossible. Always great fun, she was very 
interested in people. A very independent person, she lived life to the full 
and was frequently out and about. With her deep passion for tennis, when 
able, she enjoyed venturing through to Glasgow to watch Andy Murray 
play. Her family were extremely important to her, and she was always 
encouraging, interested and involved in what they were doing, including 
keeping abreast of all the football results over texts with her 
grandchildren. She will be greatly missed by many. 

NEWS & VIEWS 

Contributions welcome. 
DEADLINE for the 
October issue is 

Thursday 17th September 
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Betty McEntire: 30 Dec 1929 - 9 Aug 2020 
By Liz Philp 

I was asked by Betty’s family to write a few words for the funeral on 
Betty’s life at St Peter’s. I said I 
was not sure I was the right 
person to be doing that as I only 
joined St Peter’s in 1978, a mere 
42 years ago. There were almost 
50 years of Betty’s life before 
that, during all of which time the 
church was a big part of her life, 
but here goes… 

Betty often told us that her 
mother was at church on a 
Sunday and she was born the 
very next day so she was a 
member of St Peter’s her whole 
life.  

One story she told of when she 
was a little girl was that one day 
she was walking up Minto Street, 
which is where the Rectory was 
until 1971, with her mother and 
they met the Rector. Dean 
Roderick Mackay was Rector of St Peter’s from 1921 to 1954 and always 
wore gaiters, the traditional dress for a Dean. This was his day off. Little 
Betty said in a very loud voice “Oh Dean, you are wearing trousers today” 
which caused the eyebrows of two passing 
ladies to be raised!  

Time passed and Betty joined the Youth 
Fellowship and was an enthusiastic member of 
the St Peter’s Church Players; other members 
of the group included David Keir, George Polson, Tom Jamieson, Ida 
Jarron, Iain Langdon and many others; Bill Polson and Ann Stevenson 
were children in the annual pantomimes. 

 

Betty’s passing is the 
end of an era 
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St Peter’s Church Players, c. 1950: Does anyone recognise this production? 
(Left to Right: David Keir, Betty McEntire, Mr Wallace, student, 

Michael Marshall, Ida Jarron, 3 x students.)  
 

Helen (Candlish) Toni, who now lives in the USA saw Betty’s death 
announced on Facebook and wrote: 

“Betty’s passing is the end of an era. In the 1950s Betty, Josephine Whike 
and myself were leading lights in the Youth Fellowship and St Peter’s 
Players. We organised Youth Fellowship dances and would sneak out to 
the car of one of the boys in the choir, the drink of choice was pink gin - 
ugh! There were also great parties after the Players’ productions. We all 
had a wonderful time presenting those plays with my mother directing 
them. I remember Betty as such a jolly happy person.”   

Wendy Landale told me that Betty’s performance in “Blithe Spirit” was 
such a resounding success that people in shops in Newington would 
recognise her and say “Oh look, it’s Madame Arcarti”. Betty enjoyed 
telling the story of a performance of T. S. Eliot’s “The Family Reunion” 
when, towards the end of an evening especially for pensioners, one of the 
characters says “I do not understand anything that has happened here 
today” and an old boy in the audience shouted out “You’re no’ alone there 
hen!”  

Betty’s friend Elma Murdie started a Brownie group at St Peter’s and 
Betty was the Tawny Owl. Later on Betty started up a Girl Guide 
Company, her friend Betty Jamieson later becoming Lieutenant to Betty’s 
Captain.    
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Betty (McE) was the bridesmaid at Elma’s wedding to Harry Murdie. Elma 
died a couple of years ago but Betty McLaughlan, who married choir 
member Tom Jamieson, has been a most supportive friend to Betty 
McEntire for many, many years. Betty Jamieson told me about how the 
Guides ran Christmas parties for the blind ladies from the Thomas Burns 
Home in Alfred Place, with the girls’ parents bringing them to St Peter’s 
hall and Betty organising the food, dancing and splendid entertainments. 

By the time I arrived at St Peter’s Betty was a keen member of the 
Monday Group. This group started as the Young Wives. In the days when 
pretty much all mothers stayed at home they were glad to be able to go 
out to an evening group away from domestic 
responsibilities. After a while the group was opened 
up to unmarried ladies or, as Betty put it “unclaimed 
treasures”, and Betty joined with enthusiasm. It has 
always been a group that meets in the evenings as 
opposed to the Guild, which was an afternoon group 
for those who were not out at work. Betty was on the committee and then 
President for many years, organising interesting speakers and most 
successful Christmas parties for the older members of the congregation, 
which always involved silly skits and funny poems, both written by Betty.   

St Peter’s Vestry used to be all men. Betty became one of the first lady 
members. After she retired the then Rector, Rev Ian Zass-Ogilvie, asked 
Betty to be Church Treasurer and she performed this duty most 
conscientiously for several years. She always said that she and Jim 
Phillips, Vestry Secretary for decades, and the Rector were a really good 
team and I am sure she was right. She used to tell us the story of 
somebody from the bank ringing up and asking to speak to “Miss 
Mockenteery of the Epicostal Church.”   

Betty was in charge of church welcoming and I know of at least one family 
who said that after coming to St Peter’s to try it 
out they stayed because of the cheerful friendly 
welcome they got at the door from Betty. As 
Treasurer Betty had to count the collection every 
week after Sunday morning services. This took 
place in the choir vestry with the money all laid 
out on top of the grand piano. On the few occasions when Betty was 
away Jim Phillips took over and shouted at choir members who dared to 
linger and chat but Betty would be more inclined to be chatting to the 
choir herself while her team got on with the actual counting!   

Betty became one of 
the first lady 

members of Vestry. 

She was always invited 
to choir parties as she 

was such fun. 
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She was always invited to choir parties as she was such fun. One choir 
member who joined from the Church of Scotland said she was very 
impressed at her first Harvest Lunch by 
this old lady who said “I don’t drink water, 
it’s against my religion.” After Betty’s 
heart attack she recovered sufficiently to 
take on her duties again but it did slow 
her down rather and then after she had a 
stroke and was housebound she found it 
hard to accept that she would never be in her beloved church again. She 
would ring up both myself and also several other people every Sunday 
afternoon “What’s the news from church? Who was preaching? Who did 
they pray for? Has anybody died?” and would finish by saying “I might 
manage to get to church next Sunday” which, unfortunately, we all knew 
was not going to happen. It is sad that now that we finally have a lift Betty 
has gone before being able to use it.  

Betty McEntire, known to all at St Peter’s as ‘Betty Mac’, was a real 
character and we will all miss her. 
 

Dates for the Diary 
September 
Wednesdays  ‘Film & Faith’ ! 7.30pm: (Zoom – the dates vary) 

Thursdays  Holy Communion in church ! 11am 

    2nd    Film & Faith / COG: ‘Plastic Quandary’ ! 7.30pm ! Zoom (p. 11)  

  12th   Sponsored Walk (p. 14) 

  17th   Magazine Deadline 
  

October 
  11th   Harvest Festival ! 10.45am  

18th-31st  SEA Change Challenge (p. 12) 

Betty McEntire, known to all 
at St Peter’s as ‘Betty Mac’, 
was a real character and we 

will all miss her. 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector:       Rev Nick Wills  

Associate Priest: Rev Sue Whitehouse  

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 

Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes  
Organist: Sheila Chisholm  
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton  
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd: 

 communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson  
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir 
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp  

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes  

Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell  
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson  
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Verger: Deborah Waterson 
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan  
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird: development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare  

  

All these people can be contacted via: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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