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Film and Faith

A Plastic Ocean





Reflection Question:  

In the film, the narrator asks how 
humans fit into the wider ecology 
as “passengers of the world”. . . 

(An ecology with the many species that work 
together for the benefit of each other, apart from 
us. . .) 

Who do you see yourself as? 
How do you fit into the world?



In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…
Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground. 

Genesis  1:1 & 26



Reflection Question:  

How should we 
treat our entrusted 
“rule” over the living 
world as temporary 
custodians of the 
Earth? 
Are we playing 
God?

Plastic production volume between 1950 - 2018 in million metric tons.



Original publication  in 1971 
The Closing Circle: 
Confronting the Environmental Crisis  

Barry Commoner’s Laws of Ecology 

1. Everything is Connected to Everything Else 

2. Everything Must Go Somewhere 

3. Nature Knows Best 

4. There is No Such Thing as a Free Lunch



phthalates

micro plastics reproductive issues

pulmonary diseases

cancer 

toxins

Do not pollute the land where you are.  Bloodshed pollutes the land, and 
atonement cannot be made for the land on which blood has been shed, 

except by the blood of the one who shed it. Do not defile the land where 
you live and where I dwell, for I, the Lord, dwell among the Israelites. 

Numbers 25:33-34

BPA

“…what we have to face is not an occasional dose of poison which has 
accidentally got into some article of food, but a persistent and continuous 

poisoning of the whole human environment..” Rachel Carson - Silent Spring 1962



Reflection Question:  

Scientists interviewed said the 
solution must “start with 
behaviour of the people”. . . 

How could we reflect this 
“God given duty”* by our 
behaviour? Should we 
influence others? How? 
Is it too late?

*The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it. 
Genesis 2: 15







And I brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its 
fruits and its good things. But when you came in you 

defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination.

Jeremiah  2:7



What part of the ‘heritage’ 
would you love most to pass 
on to the next generation?

•Fruits of the world you enjoy? 

•Where do you feel nature’s gift most? 

•What are the ‘good things’ you cherish? 

•How can you work to ‘un-defile’ that 
aspect? 

•How can St Peter’s Community help you 
and each other on that front?




