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News & Views 
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St Peter’s 
Lutton Place 
Edinburgh 
SC017358 
 
The Scottish Episcopal Church 
 
The Rt Revd John Armes 
Bishop, Diocese of Edinburgh 

Church Office 
14 Lutton Place 
Edinburgh 
EH8 9PE   
            
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Tel No: 0131 662 9171 
Due to Covid, the office remains 
closed with Laura and Sheila 
working from home. Messages 
can now be left on the office 
answer machine, but please note 
it may take a few days before it is 
heard or dealt with.  

From the Rector 
Rev Nick Wills 
 

Last month we held our AGM, in unprecedented 
circumstances, on Zoom. Thank you to everyone 
who attended, especially those giving Zoom a 
first try - I hope it was a good experience. The 
meeting went very well; I felt that we were able 
to reflect on the past year and look forward to 
this new one with gratitude and positivity. Thank 
you to Andy Sikes, the Vestry Secretary, for all 
his preparation work and to Duncan, our 
Treasurer, for his very thorough and clear 
financial report. I am very happy to report that 
both are willing to continue to serve us in these 
roles. Janet Sinton was re-elected to Vestry, and 
she and continuing members are joined by 
Lenore Simson. Thank you to everyone who 
wrote reports and to our new Vestry for being 
willing to take on/continue in this responsible 
role at St Peter's. 

On Remembrance Sunday we were able to pay 
our respects to those who gave their lives in 
serving our country. It was moving to hear the 
Last Post played so beautifully by Laurie Whike 
from outside church and we hope that the 
poignant sound will have helped those who live 
nearby to join us in remembering. I extend my 
gratitude and apologies to those who were not 
able to join us and had to go home, as we had 
reached our allowed limit of 50 worshippers. 

Which turns our thoughts to Christmas and the quandary of how to 
celebrate the season in the best, most inclusive and joyful way. We have 
been thinking, praying and discussing the best options and have made 
some decisions. Please be aware that we are all doing our best in difficult 
circumstances - we are aware that the new arrangements won't satisfy 
everyone but we have tried to look at all the considerations we could. We 
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thought of some of the key aspects of our worship at Christmas and then 
worked on ways to best include them. It will be very sad that so many 
community-building and outward looking aspects of the season, often 
revolving around food, drink and hospitality, will inevitably be impossible.  

We know that singing carols is at the heart of Christmas at St Peter's so 
we felt that a YouTube Carol Service with a 
zoom chat before and after would be the best 
way to allow each of us to be able to sing at 
the tops of our voices - perhaps accompanied 
by a warming mulled drink of your choice! The 
solo choristers whom we have enjoyed 
hearing over the past month or two on Sunday 
mornings have worked hard with Sheila to record a catalogue of Carols to 
lead us. As is usual at the Service of Lessons and Carols we will have 
some more anthemic pieces for us to listen to and other well-known 
Carols for us all to sing in our homes with gusto! Please encourage 
anyone you know who has not used Zoom before to find a way to join us. 
The example of some of our older members who made an effort to join us 
at the AGM, and who found the whole experience very enjoyable, will, I 
hope encourage others to give it a go. 

Being together to celebrate is also vital, however, so we will be holding 
Communion services in church on Christmas Eve at 11am (a quieter, 
said, traditional language service) then at 11.30pm for the Midnight 
Communion, and on Christmas Day at 10.45am. We anticipate these 
services being busy so we are asking you to choose one to attend and 
we will be setting up a system to book places. 
In order for the system to work, we ask you to 
please, please honour any bookings made or 
let us know as soon as possible if you can't 
come. It would be terrible to see empty spaces 
and know there were others who could have 
come, caused by people not turning up for their 
booked places. We know this is not ideal but across the three services we 
hope no-one will be disappointed.   

Telling the Christmas story to a new generation of children is also a 
priority for us, but Crib services as they have been, with lots of 
movement, singing, intermingling and food will be impossible, so we are 
going to try a Zoom Crib Service, at 4pm on Christmas Eve. Please pray 
that we can contact all the families we have worked with before (plus 

Telling the Christmas 
story to a new 

generation of children is 
also a priority for us. 

Please encourage anyone 
you know who has not 

used Zoom before to find a 
way to join us. 
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hopefully new ones) and create a fun, interactive and memorable 
experience that will work for everyone who comes along.  

Another festive tradition at St Peter's which will have to change is the 
Christmas Tree Lighting. We will be having Christmas Trees with Lights 
but sadly won't be able to hold an event as before due to the restrictions 
on mixing outdoors. We hope to record/broadcast the Light Switch-On 
with some carols to join in with at home, accompanied by your favourite 
festive tipple! Look out for church emails with more details, along with 
more information about the Christmas services. 

As Advent approaches, perhaps this year will give us a chance to really 
appreciate this reflective season and without the noise, bustle and 
busyness of a normal hectic Christmas, the cries of that special baby may 
be a little clearer. 

May the Light of the World bring Peace and Joy to you and those you 
love this unique Christmas, 

Your Rector, 
Nick 

Please note: If you are not receiving the regular church emails with news 
of services and events, please email Sheila in the office to ask to be put 
on the email list: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Bethlehem Revisited 
By Janet Young 

One woman’s experience of living through unprecedented times 
Who would have thought a year ago that the world would look as it does 
today? We had notification of our own changing circumstances, but even 
so, this is not an easy place to be. We now find 
ourselves, in a situation beyond our control, with 
so many rules and regulations imposed on us by 
the authorities. We expected to be surrounded by 
family and friends at this time. But instead find 
ourselves stuck, feeling far from home, making 
do in temporary accommodation. Not what we had hoped for. That said, 
I’m not grumbling; we are just so grateful for a roof over our heads, and 

We now find ourselves, 
in a situation beyond 

our control... 
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especially for the local folk who came visiting when they heard news of 
our circumstances. It was so moving; they had very little themselves, but 
what they had they shared. It felt a bit embarrassing to think that in 
normal circumstances it would be our family 
offering help and comfort to others. Changed days! 
The surroundings may be basic, however, there 
was nothing to compare with the company of folk 
prepared to share the joy and wonder of a new 
arrival. Such a delight to experience that priceless 
commodity, joy, despite a difficult situation. That really sustained us.  

We both grow weary once again. I know that we won’t be here forever, 
but I am frightened of what lies ahead, especially for our new baby. As for 
tradespeople, like my husband, what about the job situation when all this 
is over? Will we ever settle in the home we planned together? I worry for 
the rest of our family too. Some of them are getting on in years and we 
can’t be with them as we would have been under normal circumstances. 
That hurts.  

We have to move on now. Had more visitors today; not locals this time. 
They painstakingly followed the signs they discerned, which allowed them 
to track and trace us to this very place. We have 
been told we must be careful how we go. It’s a 
dangerous place out there. Avoid this. Don’t go 
there. Be vigilant. Stay safe. They came bearing 
gifts along with their warnings. We are so fortunate 
to have the information they gathered on their 
journey and for their generosity, all of which will help 
to see us through these unprecedented times.   

Wherever we find ourselves in the coming days, or in the years to come,  
I will never forget the unexpected visitors of this year; the startling; the 
humble and the magnificent; each affirming in their own particular way, 
God is with us. 

Magazine Articles  
Please email or submit your articles and  
photographs asap, and by the deadline  
to: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Thank you! 

NEWS & VIEWS 

Contributions welcome. 
DEADLINE for the 
February issue is 

Friday 22nd January 

I will never forget 
the unexpected 

visitors of this year... 

Each affirming in 
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Thank You, St Peters! 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 
Many thanks to everyone who purchased a Christmas Hamper for a 
refugee family. They have now all been purchased. Since the last one 
was paid for, at least eleven members from our congregation have 
contacted me to ask if they can pay for a hamper. This made me really 
grateful to be part of such a kind-hearted group of people! My apologies if 
you didn't get to purchase one. If however you’re still eager to donate the 
£40 you had set aside for a hamper, please consider donating it to 
Embrace the Middle East! (See article below)  
We do still need delivery people, so if you would like to help with 
delivering the hampers, around the 6th December, please let me know in 
person or via email: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

2020 Christmas Charity 
‘Embrace the Middle East’ 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

St Peter's has recently committed to conducting two fundraisers over the 
course of the next year for an organisation called Embrace the Middle 
East. The first is for our 2020 Christmas Appeal.  
With over 160 years of experience, Embrace the Middle East is a 
Christian charity which helps people of all faiths and none to free 
themselves from a life of poverty and injustice. Together with local 
Christian communities, they bring lasting change to the Middle East 
through healthcare, education and community development projects. 
Their Vision is to transform lives and communities in the Middle East by 
the compassion of Christ. Their Mission is to partner with Middle East 
Christians as they bring healing and hope to all who face poverty and 
injustice. 
Please take a look at the website for loads of information about their 
partnerships across the Middle East, as well as volunteer opportunities, 
ethical gift ideas and ways to support their great work. 
https://www.embraceme.org/ 
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How to give:  
During Advent and Christmas, there will be a basket at the back of church 
for those who wish to donate via cash or through a white Gift Aid 
envelope. These envelopes are available at the back of church and 
please remember to write the value of the donation, and ‘Christmas 
Charity’ on the envelope. If this isn’t possible then write to the Gift Aid 
Secretary, Chris Hodgson, and he will assign the donation accordingly.  

If donors have filled out a Gift Aid declaration previously then St Peter’s 
can claim tax relief on any sum donated, be it to the Christmas Charity or 
to the church. These declaration forms are available either at the back of 
church or directly from Chris. 

For donations via banker's order, the St Peter’s bank details (please note 
that there is no apostrophe in “Peters”) are:  

Bank of Scotland, 51 South Clerk St, EH8 9PP 
Account number: 00439927 
Sort code: 80-02-83 
One can also give to St Peter’s online through our Give.net page, 
accessed by typing: https://www.give.net/stpetersedinburgh 
 

Stories Through Food 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Earlier this year, I submitted a funding proposal to set up a series of 
community meals at St Peter's called Stories Through Food. These meals 
are designed to bring people together through a shared cooking 
experience, where an individual or a group tells their story through their 
recipe choices. The lines of 'guest' and 'host' are blurred as we learn 
together, cook together and eat together. Due to the ongoing pandemic, 
we can't run such meals at the moment. However, I have been offered a 
little funding to 'pilot' two of three of these meals over Zoom between now 
and the end of January. The funding will cover ingredients, delivery of 
ingredients, etc. If you, or someone you know, would like to share a story 
in this way (either as an individual or as a group), please get in 
touch: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
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Action Group 
By Laura Bird, Development Officer 

Any parent of a young child will tell you that, as well as being deeply 
rewarding, it is one of the most demanding and exhausting times of life. 
For some parents of learning disabled people this level of emotional 
intensity can continue for decades. The ‘Action Group’ charity works 
across Edinburgh, Lothians and Falkirk. They provide practical support, 
socialisation, fun and well-being activities for people with learning 
disabilities. For the parents of learning disabled adults they provide 
respite, safe in the knowledge that their adult child is secure and well 
cared for. Over 2,500 people benefit from The Action Group’s help. 

For the first six months of lockdown The Action 
Group could only provide their services via 
Zoom. Families caring for a learning disabled 
adult found the lack of outside support 
detrimental to their mental health and physical 
well-being. As lockdown eased many of the 
venues that The Action Group usually use were 
closed or kept on standby for other purposes. 

So when Lorna Patton, Day Services Manager for The Action Group, 
came to look at St Peter’s new link building we were delighted that she 
thought the new Choir Vestry would make a perfect base for a group of 
support workers and service users. 

Since October the Choir Vestry has been a 
home-from-home hub for eight service 
users across the week with four 1:1 support 
workers in every day. As a reputable charity 
The Action Group has a robust health & 
safety policy and supplies their own PPE for 
carers and service users. Lorna wrote:  

“When we visited the church for the first 
time, we were welcomed warmly by Laura, and were struck by the inviting 
and beautiful entrance of the building and the room that we now have the 
pleasure of using as a base ... The people we support are loving being 
able to participate again in many of their favourite activities in the venue 
including - arts and crafts, playing games, music groups and dancing!”  
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“We are also able to take advantage of the great location and often go for 
walks and lunch in the local area, The staff and people we support are 
enjoying being in such a great space with such accommodating hosts. 
Thank you for welcoming and supporting The Action Group.” 

Lorna shared the photos for News & Views. More information about The 
Action Group’s amazing work and the people they help is on their website 
and YouTube channel: https://actiongroup.org.uk/about-us/ 

New Life in our Halls 
By Laura Bird, Development Officer 

Thank you to all of you who have supported the hall renewal scheme in 
so many ways including financial gifts. Your positive can-do attitude to 
renewing our halls two years ago and to opening up safely after the 
lockdown has enabled some extremely vulnerable people to enjoy life 
again. We are also very grateful to our charitable foundation funders for 
Phase Two: Viridor, The Robertson Trust, Allchurches Trust, The Baird 
Trust and Swinton Paterson Trust. 

As lockdown measures eased in August many of us felt a lot more 
optimistic, which was reflected in new enquiries from groups wanting to 
use the hall at St Peter's. As well as The Action Group we are delighted 
to welcome JKS Edinburgh Karate Club, Stork’s Beak: School of 
Historical Swordsmanship and Suzuki violin teacher Morag and her pupils. 

More recently the 72nd Edinburgh Guides have been able to return. 

All groups using the hall are following the guidelines relevant to their field 
of activity and have been diligently adjusting their practice as rules 
change. This includes some groups meeting in our car park for Covid-19 
compliant open-air activities on a dry reliable surface. In between the 
groups, I clean the hall, lobby, toilet and all touch points. My thanks also 
go to Liz Mackay and Sheila for helping me to keep hall users safe. 

Since September restrictions have tightened up and with that enquiries 
for use of the hall slowed again. But I am hopeful that as the various 
vaccines start to reach the most vulnerable next year, people will once 
again be able to meet in fellowship at St Peter's hall. In the meantime this 
relatively quiet period gives us a chance to progress upgrading the hall 
with minimal disruption to users. Watch this space! 
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Christmas Tree Preparations, ‘20 
By Chris Hodgson 

Given the current situation with the pandemic we may not be able to 
welcome our two Christmas trees in the usual fashion with the popular 
carols and lighting ceremony but tradition has it that a dedicated band of 
tree selectors, collectors and erectionists create their magic and produce 
adorned and twinkling edifices to be admired by all who come within 
range of their significance and charm.  

This year it was suggested that a more permanent 
arrangement for supporting our outside tree should be 
made, one that would cope better with windy weather and 
not involve an overhead supply cable. Consequently the 
usual Christmas Tree gang was assembled, aided and 
advised this year by a key garden stalwart and shed key 
holder, and put to work to devise and create a secure 
base for the Big Yin, the usual 15ft high Lodgepole pine.  

Plans were authorised by Vestry with 3 quotes obtained for extending and 
re-routing the electricity cable underground. It was decided to go with 
Ayton Electrical Ltd at a cost of £277. In October a 25ft trench was dug to 
the required depth and an armoured cable laid, covered with yellow 
warning tape, a new double RCD socket attached to a rock manhandled 
into position after identification, with appropriate consultation, as excess 
to requirement amongst the masonry in the north garden and the 
disturbed turf replaced. Bingo, phase 1 of the work completed. 

Phase 2 was to dig a 3ft deep hole, achieved 05 Nov ‘20, with John Smith 
entering heart and soul into the venture (see inside front cover), finishing 
it off with an ingenious arrangement of fencing poles 
around which copious quantities of ready mixed concrete 
and stones from the excavation were poured. End result 
was an impressive obelisk (photo 1) which was removed 
once the concrete had set to leave the desired hole (photo 
2) which we covered over with a large plant holder, to be 
replaced soon with a stone slab. The trees will be selected 
and brought to the church in the next couple of weeks. 

Thanks go to John Smith, Ian Gillespie, Liz Mackay and Liz Hare for their 
generous assistance. 

Photo 
1 

Photo 2 
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Film Review: The African Doctor 
By Hope Craig 

During lockdown, I have had the opportunity to watch 
more TV programmes and films than I normally would. 
One such film was “The African Doctor”. Labelled a 
French-comedy-drama, it is a film based on the true story 
of Seyolo Zantoko, a man who left the Republic of Congo 
in Africa to train to be a doctor in the French city of Lille. 
When he completes his training, Dr Zantoko is offered the 
opportunity to become the personal physician of 
President Joseph-Desiré Mobutu. However, Dr Zantoko 
declines and decides to remain in France, because he 
wants to escape the corruption that he had encountered back home and 
to ensure that his children would receive a better education. So, instead, 
he decides to become a GP in the small French village of Marly-Gomont. 
His wife, Anne, and their two children, who had stayed in Africa during Dr 
Zantoko’s training, are initially thrilled to be told that they will be moving to 
France, picturing themselves having a lavish time in Paris. They are 
rather disappointed when they arrive in Marly-Gomont. What follows is a 
story depicting their attempts to fit into a village where the people have 
never met anyone from Africa before and whose cultural values and 
traditions are different.  

If you don’t mind watching something with subtitles (the film is in French) 
then I would recommend this film. It is a touching story that addresses 
racial prejudice through a light-touch approach. In one scene, Dr 
Zantoko’s extended family come to visit and attend the village’s Catholic 
church. During the service, they begin singing joyfully and clapping, in a 
way that is entirely unfamiliar to the locals. The two different cultures were 
expressing their shared Christian faith in different ways and although a 
few were accepting of this, not every local embraced the diversity. The 
scene reminded me of Leviticus 19: 33-34:  

“When an alien resides with you in your land, 
you shall not oppress the alien. 

The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; 
you shall love the alien as yourself, 

for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 
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SEA Change Challenge 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Many thanks to everyone from St Peter’s who participated in the SEA 
Change Challenge last month, as well as those who invited friends and 
family to participate. During the two-week challenge, we posted daily 
challenges to our Facebook group and invited participants to explore their 
consumer habits from an ethical standpoint.  

We explored a wide range of themes, including food, personal hygiene, 
travel, cleaning products and even furniture! Please make sure you take a 
look at St Peter’s website, where you will find an in-depth summary of our 
discussions, as well as links to some great places to shop sustainably. 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-sea-change-challenge-sea-
sustainability-ethical-awareness  

Special thanks to Christine Bethune and Rebecca Mackay for the time 
they invested in this challenge and to the members of St Peter’s 
community who commit so much energy into making the world a more 
just and sustainable place. 
 

Climate Corner @ Christmas 
By Anna Mattinson (AM) and Christine Bethune (CB) 
 

As we all start to think about Christmas, whatever that might entail this 
year, we thought a few festive eco tips wouldn’t go amiss.   

We can save unnecessary waste, or even recycling, as well as lots of 
money! But your favourite charities and local suppliers also deserve your 
support in these hard times. Many of them have made great 
improvements to their sustainability. 

Gift-wrapping 
AM Last year I tried to wrap in brown paper with colourful ribbons, 
avoiding Sellotape, glitter, and plastic wrapping paper. Last week I 
wrapped a friend’s birthday present using lovely photographs from a 2019 
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calendar! 270 000 miles of wrapping paper was thrown away last 
Christmas in the UK!  

CB Several charities sell recyclable gift-wrap and twine made from hemp 
or wool. Use old cards for gift tags, paper tape, and reuse all the 
packaging you got buying items online during lockdown!  

Crackers 
AM Do you really need another jumping frog, pencil sharpener or 
miniature pack of cards? An estimated 40 million crackers end up in the 
bin on Christmas Day alone! 

CB Buy from a charity selling 100% recyclable, plastic-free crackers 
(some have wooden tree decorations inside). And if you have time and 
nimble fingers there are kits! 

Sprouts 
AM If you don’t like them, don’t buy them! At Christmas we produce 30% 
more waste than the rest of the year. If you do like sprouts, try and buy 
them loose and local – the same goes for all our food where at all 
possible.   

CB Plan ahead with recipes for leftovers!  

Cards 
AM Consider sending e-cards instead of written cards. If you are buying 
cards, avoid the bejewelled and glittering variety wrapped in plastic! 
Consider turning cards you receive into Christmas tags for next year.   

CB This year I’ve noticed several charities selling cards in biodegradable 
wrap or cardboard boxes.  

Tree 
CB Your artificial tree needs to last at least 10 years to match the carbon 
footprint of a real tree, and isn’t recyclable. If you no longer need yours, 
you could extend its life by donating it to a charity or care home. Real 
trees (in biodegradable netting) can be bought to support charity. Many 
councils will dispose of these responsibly. 

January 2021: would you consider some new changes to your eco-
lifestyle? Have you got any good tips to share? Let Anna and Christine 
know at office@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
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The St Peter’s Players 
By Sheila Chisholm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the September 2020 issue of News & Views, it was asked if anyone 
knew what play was being performed by the St Peter’s Players in the 
photo. Thank you to Wendy Landale, a former member of St Peter’s, who 
phoned to say she thought it was from ‘The Happiest Days of your Life’, a 
1947 comical and hilarious farce about a school by the English playwright 
John Dighton. Wendy thought this performance was c. 1961. Tidying the 
office, I found out that indeed it was. It was performed in 1962 and 
directed by Ian Patullo.  

Using the adage implying ‘school days are the happiest days of one’s 
life’, the play incorporates many apt and amusing complications that 
occur after a bureaucratic error requires a boys boarding school to 
suddenly have to share its premises with a recently bombed girls school... 

Wendy reminisced: The St Peter’s Players consisted of a long-standing 
group of actors plus talented folk who dipped in and out. One of the latter 
was a teacher of English at a local high school. In 1968, he was given a 
part in Noël Coward’s 1943 comedy, ‘Present Laughter’. Enjoying it so 
much, he decided that he must introduce that playwright to some of his 
classes. At the Thursday performance on 14th November, perhaps 15-20 
pupils attended the performance. On the Friday evening 50-60 pupils 
attended, and by the Saturday it was standing room only – amazing and 
very rewarding! The St Peter’s Players stopped meeting c. 1978 but it 
sounds like huge fun was had by all involved in their many performances! 

(Left to Right:  
David Keir,  
Betty McEntire,  
John Wallace, 
Kenneth Landale, 
Michael Marshall, 
Ida Jarron,  
seated is possibly  
Dorothy Marshall,  
Peter Foster, 
possibly  
Carol Dunning  
[the daughter of  
Nora Dunning]). 
 



16 • News & Views December 2020 / January 2021  

Bethany Night Shelters  
By Liz Hare 

Thanks to some generous donations from members of St Peter’s to 
COG’s Bethany catering funds, we have continued to cook hot meals for 
Edinburgh’s homeless. Bethany has arranged for the clients to be fed and 
accommodated in the Haymarket Hub Hotel. The meals for between 35 – 
50 homeless men and women are cooked in Central Hall’s large, well-
appointed kitchen. Gloria led the catering team on 1st November, cooking 
a beautiful chicken dish, and Ruth Tiplady is in charge on 27th November 
with savoury mince and baked potatoes. We have volunteers for 27 
December, but would welcome more helpers in 2021, on 19th January, 
13th March, 11th April and 30th April.  

Thanks so much to all our regular volunteers: Ian Gillespie, John Smith, 
Sue Whitehouse, Anna Mattinson, Tricia Anderson, and Becky Wills. 

If you are able to help with future shelters, please contact Liz Hare via the 
office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 
Bethany Trust: https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/ 

Pastoral Visits 
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue 
know. 

Following the latest Scottish Government announcements, and Scottish 
Episcopal Church guidelines amended in response to them, our Clergy 
are not allowed to make Pastoral Visits to people's homes at present. 
There are a few extreme exceptions where a visit may be allowed (unless 
the individual is in quarantine or has symptoms of Covid-19) but they 
have to conform to very clear guidelines in order to maintain the safety of 
everyone. These guidelines may change at short notice. Please do not 
put pressure on them to break the guidelines as they are unable to do so. 

Our Clergy are still not being permitted to visit hospitals, but are able to 
put patients in touch with the Hospital Chaplaincy for Pastoral Visits. They 
can of course always make a Pastoral phone call to a home or hospital. 
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Sunday & Thursday Services 
Please be aware that all services are provisional and may have to be 
cancelled at short notice. We have to follow the Scottish Government and 
SEC Guidelines to ensure the safety and well being of us all.  
For the most up-to-date information, please check the website: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/welcome-to-st-peters-lutton-place/sample-
page 
Sundays: 10.45am: A service of Holy Communion using a shortened 
version of the 1982 Liturgy. This service is usually recorded and uploaded 
onto YouTube each week. Only the Clergy, Reader and Intercessor are 
recorded. 
Thursdays: 11am: A service of Holy Communion using a shortened 
version of the Scottish Prayer Book Liturgy. This service uses traditional 
language and has no sermon or music. 
All the services that have been recorded since lockdown can be watched 
online: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHhYHVFO1hqHLPo4GtFjG_A 
Additional material and updates for Sunday/Thursday services and about 
upcoming events is emailed out to congregational members each week.  
It is also available to download from the website and on the blog: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ or http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog 

Sunday Readings 
6th Dec *Isaiah 40: 1-11  !  Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13  !  

2 Peter 3: 8-15a  !  *Mark 1: 1-8 
13th Dec *Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11  !  Psalm 126  !  

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24  !  *John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
20th Dec  2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16  !  Magnificat (Luke 1: 46b-55) !   

*Romans 16: 25-27  !  *Luke 1: 26-38 
24th/25th Dec Isaiah 52: 7-10  !  Psalm 98  !   

*Hebrews 1: 1-4  !  *John 1: 1-14 
27th Dec Isaiah 61: 1 - 62: 3  !  Psalm 148  !   

*Galatians 4: 4-7  !  *Luke 2: 22-40 
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3rd Jan *Isaiah 60: 1-6  !  Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14  !   
Ephesians 3: 1-12  !  *Matthew 2: 1-12 

10th Jan Genesis 1: 1-5  !  Psalm 29  !   
*Acts 19: 1-7  !  *Mark 1: 4-11 

17th Jan *1 Samuel 3: 1-10  !  Psalm 139: 1-5, 12-17  !   
1 Corinthians 6: 12-20  !  *John 1: 43-51 

24th Jan *Jonah 3: 1-5, 10  !  Psalm 62: 6-14  !   
1 Corinthians 7: 29-31  !  *Mark 1: 14-20 

31st Jan Deuteronomy 18: 15-20  !  Psalm 111  !   
*1 Corinthians 8: 1-13  !  *Mark 1: 21-28 

*The passages being read. 

Dates for the Diary 
December 
Sun 20th   Carol Service ! 6.30pm        (YouTube, with Zoom chat)  
Thur  24th  Communion Service ! 11am (In Church, Booking Required) 
Thur  24th  Crib Service ! 4pm         (Interactive Service on Zoom) 
Thur  24th  Midnight Mass ! 11.30pm     (In Church, Booking Required) 
Fri 25th   Christmas Day ! 10.45am     (In Church, Booking Required) 
Sun 27th   Holy Communion ! 10.45am (In Church.) 
Thur  31st  No Thursday Communion Service 

January 
Fri 22nd   Magazine Deadline 

The YouTube link to watch the Carol Service is: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHhYHVFO1hqHLPo4GtFjG_A 

The link to the Crib Service and Zoom chat around the Carol Service will 
be emailed to the congregation. If you do not receive these emails and 
would like to receive the link, please email the office to request it. 
Due to the legal restriction of just 50 people being permitted to attend a 
service, the very difficult decision has been made to allow individuals to 
only attend ONE of the three ‘Bookable’ services being held in church 
over Christmas. To reserve your place(s), please return the enclosed 
preference form to Sheila asap by email, phone, or at the church door.  
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Keeping in Touch 
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give 
whatever support is needed. The office is still closed with Laura and 
Sheila continuing to work from home. Telephone messages can now be 
left on the Office answer machine. Please note it may take a few days 
before these are heard or dealt with: 0131 662 9171.  
If you would like to get in touch more quickly, either email Sheila via the 
office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org, or contact any of the Ministry team:  

Nick or Sue via the office, or Kristee, the Community Development Officer 
via: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 

 
The ‘closed’ Facebook page for members and friends of  
St Peter’s is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/198448741481099  

The Buddy System, designed to help us keep in touch with each other 
during the pandemic, is still being much appreciated. If you have any 
questions about it, please contact Kristee. If you haven't spoken to your 
Buddy in a while, please do give them a call. Especially during this 
Christmas Season. 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector:    Rev Nick Wills 

Associate Priest:  Rev Sue Whitehouse 

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative: Liz Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes  
Organist: Sheila Chisholm  
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton  
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd: 

 communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson  
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group: Liz Philp 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir 
Magazine Distribution: Liz Philp  

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes  

Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell  
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson  
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Verger: Deborah Waterson 
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan  
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird: development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare  

All these people can also be contacted via: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Church Office: 0131 662 9171 (A message can be left on the answer machine.) 


