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A Letter from Jim Mein
Dear Friends,
These are challenging times. I have never not
been to Church at Easter or seen so little of family
and friends. Yet I feel so fortunate. Not catching
the virus (yet!) but having a wife to share the
house with, having a pension which is not
threatened (yet!). I feel for all who are sick, not
only with the virus but those unable to have
operations. I feel for all who are losing their jobs,
who are unable to keep their business going, who
are getting even deeper in debt. I feel for all who
are alone. It is a fearful time and we need to
comfort and support one another.
But there is hope: the poem below is about the
virus but it reminds me of our Christian Easter
story; it reminds me of the power of new birth in
springtime; it reminds me of the time after the last
war when we created the NHS, universal
education and so much more, it reminds me we
are producing far less CO2 and other pollutants, it
reminds me and helps me look to the future.
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"And the people stayed home.
And read books, and listened, and rested,
and exercised, and made art, and played games, and learned new ways
of being, and were still. And listened more deeply.
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced.
Some met their shadows. And the people began to think differently.
And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant,
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again,
they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new
images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they
had been healed."
Kitty O'Meara
May this Holy Week and Easter be a special and blessed time for us all.
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Stop Press!
By Jim Mein
Revd Nick Wills, the Bishop and the Vestry have all agreed that since
Nick’s Sabbatical plans have become impossible to fulfil with the
limitations we all live under at present, he should begin getting to know us
and supporting our congregation as soon as is practical. The Bishop will
deal with the legalities of this in the next few days.
It is an extraordinarily difficult time to develop a relationship and we will all
have to work hard at it. Contact will not of course be possible face to face,
but through phone, emails, and the various meeting formats available, we
hope he can gradually get to know us and we him. The service plans for
Holy Week will generally remain as previously planned but we hope he
will help lead us into new life through Eastertide.

A Message from Rev Nick Wills
It has been a frustrating time to move to a new city with my family - my
sons have never been to Edinburgh before, and there was so much we
were looking forward to showing them. That day will come!
Yet I am extremely conscious that we are merely "frustrated" - not
suffering, or deeply concerned about loved ones, or working on the front
line to save lives.
I discussed with Bishop John the possibility of him giving me Permission
to Officiate in advance of my planned start date for three main reasons:
firstly, because it seemed perverse to insist on a lengthy time in isolation
from you all when we are more isolated than we wish. Secondly, in order
to begin the process of getting to know some of you, so that we might
work better together when some semblance of normality resumes; and
thirdly, so that I am able to begin work on establishing a form of online
worship for us as a church community to share in.
We presently don't have broadband in our new home, which makes the
third objective more difficult in the short term, but we have an engineer
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booked to install it and hope that we may be able to host some form of
live worship online on Easter Sunday.
I am hugely grateful for Jim, Sue and Janet's graciousness in allowing me
to start earlier, and for all that they have done to prepare for Lent and
Holy Week.
So I hope to be in touch with some of you over the coming days. The
phone line here is also currently out of service, so if you would like to be
in touch, or know of somebody who would like me to be in contact, send
an email to: office@stpetersedinburgh.org
These are difficult times for us all, and we can only hope and pray that
they won't become more difficult yet, and though much of the life of
Christ's body at St Peter's is being laid down, we hold the Easter hope
that his risen life will come to fill us, and our church, with his love and joy
once again.
With my love and prayers,
Rev Nick Wills

Keeping in Touch!
By Jim Mein
As instructed by the Scottish Episcopal Church, all services and activities
are suspended until further notice.
We want to try and keep in touch with everyone during this time and give
whatever support is needed. Although the office is officially closed, Laura
and Sheila are covering any office administration.
Do feel free to email the office: office@stpetersedinburg.org, contact any
of the Ministry team Jim, Sue or Janet, through the office email, or Kristee
via: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
We plan to email out notes for our weekly services and the Holy Week
services which you may use at home. For those that wish to download
them, the Webpage will regularly be updated with a variety of prayers,
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thoughts, sermons, and other articles. Please do investigate these, which
can be found under ‘Spiritual Resources’.
We are in the process of creating a Buddy System for St Peter's during
this period where social isolation will be an issue for many. Even if you
are surrounded by family yourself, it is nice to periodically contact others
who may not be as fortunate. The aim of the Buddy System is also to
keep a sense of community and hopefully to boost each other's morale
when we check in with one another from time to time. By now you should
have received an email or a phone call from Kristee, asking if you would
like to participate. If you have not, check your junk mail or feel free to
contact Kristee directly: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org

A Thought for the Month
By Kristee
“The Greeks believed that time had secret structure. There was the
moment of Epiphany when time suddenly opened and something was
revealed in luminous clarity. There was the moment of krisis when time
got entangled and directions became confused and contradictory. There
was also the moment of kairos; this was the propitious moment. Time
opened up in kindness and promise. All the energies cohered to offer a
fecund occasion of initiative, creativity, and promise. Part of the art of
living wisely is to learn to recognize and attend to such profound openings
in one’s life.”
From: John O’Donohue, To Bless the Space Between Us
I recently emailed to check in on how our young adults were doing. I got a
very intriguing reply from Gloria, who most of you know from COG and St
Peter’s choir. She pointed out that during the
plague in the 1660’s, Isaac Newton was forced
‘Time opened up in
into social isolation in Lincolnshire. He used this
kindness and promise’.
period of time to conduct experiments on white
light in his bedroom and he wrote a number of
papers, which were later published. On further research, I learned that
Newton also discovered the law of gravity during this time. Newton had
been long been intrigued by such matters but social isolation gifted him
with the time required to indulge his curiosity. He later described this
period as the most intellectually productive period of his life.
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Newton’s period of social isolation came to be known as annus mirabilis…
‘Year of Wonders.’
I have to confess that my social isolation is not looking like a ‘Year of
Wonders’ just yet. Instead, I have been spending much of my time,
including the long hours of the night, stressing about the same things I’m
sure we all are – the uncertainties around health, work, community,
family, schooling, closed borders and the panic buying of others. This
morning - first day of home schooling - began with a lengthy debate with
my daughter, who had assumed that her day without school would
comprise of watching screens in her pyjamas!
I don’t want to downplay the legitimate stress of this period of time, but
instead to perhaps take a moment to reframe the situation so that we can
consider the possibilities that may be available to us right now.
Kenneth Roth, Director of Human Rights Watch, recently stated, “As the
coronavirus spreads rapidly through communities around the world, we
are reminded that our own health is only as good as that of the person
standing next to us.” The pandemic is keeping us up at night but maybe
we have spent too much time in recent years ‘sleeping’ while others
suffer, forgetting that we can only live out our fullest, most beautiful lives if
those around us can also. Have we been given the gift of time right now,
a chance to push the reset button on our old habits and ingrained ways of
thinking to consider how we might actually improve life, not only for us but
for others as well?
My own curiosity might not impact the world in the way Isaac Newton’s
did … but like the ancient Greeks, I’d like to imagine that this could be my
‘propitious’ moment, when out of the entangled and confused
circumstances, time opens up in kindness and promise.
I wonder if there is anything you are curious about that you could use this
time to investigate? Are there books you have been meaning to read?
Hobbies you’ve thought of starting? Ideas you’ve meant to research more
thoroughly, if only you had the time?
I’ll end with another quote from John O’Donohue’s book.
To Bless the Space Between Us:
May you open the gift of solitude in order to receive your soul;
enter the generosity of silence to hear your hidden heart;
know the serenity of stillness
to be enfolded anew by the miracle of your being.
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Report on Diocesan Synod
By Liz Philp, Lay Representative
I attended the Diocesan Synod on Saturday 14th March 2020. In his
Bishop’s Address, Bishop John thanked all those present for continuing to
follow the advice issued by the province on precautions to be followed in
light of the Coronavirus, noting that in our care for one another,
particularly the elderly, we must use faithfulness, but not foolhardiness –
in the coming weeks the telephone will be our friend!
In the reports from the various committees one item of particular
relevance to us at St Peter’s was the recommendation from both the
Finance and Buildings Committees regarding the worrying state of
disrepair that some Rectories have been allowed to fall into. It is
recommended that there should be a written “Occupancy Agreement” (it
is not a tenancy) that clarifies the obligations of both Rectors and Vestries
to keep Rectories in a good state of repair and that they should be left in
good condition when a Rector departs.
In the Safeguarding Report it was reported that in answer to the question
“If an allegation was made within your congregation would you know what
to do?” only 62% of Vestries who were asked this question last year gave
a satisfactory answer. Consequently a diocesan programme of training
was commenced in January. Unfortunately the second session of this,
due in May, might have to be cancelled due to the coronavirus
restrictions. However, in answer to the question “Is Safeguarding
regularly on the Vestry Agenda?” 84% of Vestries replied that it is, I am
happy to report that St Peter’s is one of them.
There was a long report from the Mission and Ministry Committee.
Of particular note is the planned “10 Days of Prayer” from May 21st –
31st (but see above re Cornavirus restrictions). Upcoming events which
hopefully should go ahead are the 2021 “Year of Pilgrimage” – various
events are planned - and the 2021 Anniversary of the death of
St Columba, churches of most denominations in Scotland are planning to
celebrate this.
The report from the Finance Committee as always tackled the ongoing
problem of diminishing incomes in many churches and its effect on
income for the diocese through Quota. The Finance Committee asked
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Vestries to consider proposals on how to increase quota. Our Vestry is so
doing and will report back before the October Synod
Happily the report on Youth and Children was a more cheerful one, with
photos of various events including the August Youth Week at
Glenalmond, which several of our youngsters have attended in previous
years.
Synod ended with a report from the Dean on her activities throughout the
year on behalf of the Diocese. Frances is to have a Sabbatical from
Easter Monday until the end of June.

Ordinand Back in Edinburgh...
By Jaime Wright
Hello, St Peter’s!
Much has changed since I last wrote to you. We are all trying to come to
terms with the uncertainty and disruption of COVID-19. Please know that
you are in my prayers as we journey through this difficult time.
Eric and I have also moved back to Edinburgh. The decision was made to
set me up in a new placement for the remainder of my training. We are
living in Morningside, and I began my new placement with St Columba’s
by the Castle last week. It is definitely odd to be starting a new placement
at a time when, just a week later, worship services have now been
suspended. As a mixed-mode student, I will continue to work with
St Columba’s through this period of distancing, helping the church to
devise creative ways to continue its missional calling at this time.
Eric and I have also been granted another two successful VISA
applications since I last wrote to you in January. Our new year-long
residence permits are in transit to us, as I write. It is hoped that this new
VISA will see us through to the time I begin my curacy (which is still
undecided at this point).
Now that I live closer, I hope to be able to visit St Peter’s at some point;
however, this will have to wait until we are able to gather together in
worship once more.
Blessings.
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Climate Corner
By Christine Bethune
‘Think Global, Act Local: local responses to climate changes.’
On 7 March I attended this workshop at Mayfield Salisbury Church.
The speakers were David Bethune [yes, a relation], former coordinator for
Eco Congregation Scotland, and Adam McVey, Leader of Edinburgh City
Council.
David spoke about the responsibility Christians have to care for and
respect the created world, and provided helpful and eye-opening visual
statistics about the very serious issues facing the planet. You can seek
these out for yourselves; but for example, the rapid increase in
temperatures in the ice cap regions alone are alarming (gasps were
heard). This is not just a blip in the bigger picture.
Governments absolutely must address climate change immediately, but
this doesn’t negate our own contribution. I haven’t listed the obvious
changes here as this topic has already been covered in our Climate
Corner articles. But it’s not always easy to make a choice. Do you buy
fairtrade plastic-wrapped bananas or loose non-fairtrade ones? (Not
everyone is within reach of Sainsburys!) Often you must make your own
decision about what’s right.
Issues for individuals and churches:
As Christians we can focus on three actions: think; act; pray. The church
isn’t just a building. Can you tell we are an Eco congregation? How? We
can support and encourage each other.
Travel: carbon offsetting should be a last resort when other modes of
transport are impracticable. The order of priorities should be: avoid reduce - change - offset. Cost inevitably drives our decisions: alternative
transport is frequently expensive and time hungry. Sometimes flying is the
practicable option.
Spending: our instinct is to go with the cheapest option, but could we
modify this attitude to select greener though more expensive solutions;
to invest our savings in renewables and ethical funds?
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Local initiatives: campaign and lobby supermarket executives
(e.g. about packaging), councillors, M(S)Ps.
Plant trees!
For reference:
https://www.tree-time.com/
https://www.carbonfootprint.com/
https://www.atmosfair.de/en/
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/Scotland/home-energy-scotland
Did you know that Edinburgh was the greenest city in the UK? Neither
did I! https://thefirstmile.co.uk/the-big-picture/uks-greenest-hotspots
Adam introduced us to the Edinburgh Council’s 10-year programme to
reduce drastically the city’s local carbon consumption by 2030 working
with expertise from universities, business and industry. The 2 main areas
in the plan that the city (not Holyrood) is responsible for are heating and
transport, each of which accounts for 30% of our city’s use of resources.
These will be the focus for action.
There was less detail in this presentation, but the points addressed
included:
A transformation plan for the city
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/council-planning-framework/climatechange/1
Electric cars: possibility of extending the number of charging points for
electric cars
Heating: Moving from individual boilers to corporate sources (e.g. heat
pumps)
Edinburgh Talks Climate Citizen Survey: – complete online, closes 31
May 2020:
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/ce/edinburghtalksclimate/
This was a very helpful and congenial event with lots of information and
sympathetic sharing of viewpoints.
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Choir Notes
By Rupert Forbes
Since all church services have been cancelled for the foreseeable future,
both junior and adult choir rehearsals, and Voice for Life are suspended
until further notice.
I am happy to say that the pews in the south aisle of the church are now
free of all choir music and paraphernalia which have been lying there for
the past year or more.
My thanks go to Ann Stevenson, Ian Gillespie and Sheila, for their help in
moving two hundred boxes of sheet music as well as numerous volumes
of music books into their new home in the Choir Vestry. Everything is now
neatly stored on easily accessible shelving, and there are large individual
lockers for each choir member.
We owe a particular debt of gratitude to Ann Stevenson as choir librarian,
who has been coping with the transfer of all the music for choir rehearsals
in the hall, vestry or the church, and then back again after services for the
past fifteen months. This has often involved carrying several large bags of
heavy volumes of music, which she has undertaken with her wonted
efficiency and good humour!
Sheila, Ann and I have also gone through all the sheet music that has
accumulated in the choir library over decades. Some of this has been
discarded as no longer usable. There are a number of copies of anthems
and other pieces of sheet music that we no longer require as we have
duplicate copies in bound volumes. Once these have been catalogued
they will be put up for disposal to anyone who can make good use of
them. A list of these items will appear in due course on the church
website.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Front Cover: The Easter Garden, 2011.
Back Cover: Florence Nightingale in the stained-glass window behind the
organ.
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Monday Group
By Liz Philp
The Monday Group meets regularly at 7.30pm in the choir vestry during
the winter months – October to April. We ask for a £1 donation on the
night if you come to a meeting. Talks are always open to non-members.
Members and guests enjoyed the Quiz Night on 17th February run by
David Simpson. He obeyed his mum’s instruction to be mindful of the
likely clientele – no sport or current pop music! On 25th February the
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party and Silent Auction raised the splendid
total of £357 and a good time was had by all.
The talk on 2nd March on “Forsyth’s Globe” by Roger Emerson was most
interesting. Roger showed pictures of this well-known and beloved of
Edinburgh’s skyline treasures before and after its restoration. The photos
of Princes Street in the middle of the night closed while a giant crane
lifted the Globe back in place were particularly impressive. Next time you
are in Princes Street look up to see the lovely golden cherubs safely back
in place.
On 16th March a very small group of us went to see the film of Jane
Austen’s ‘Emma’. Having studied the book for A-level (albeit a very long
time ago) I was prepared to be super critical but I thought it was a good
adaptation.
Due to the restrictions of the coronavirus we have CANCELLED the talk
on Monday 6th April on the ‘History of the Edinburgh Fire Brigade’.
(George Hunter is willing to come to talk to us next year) and also the
AGM on 20th April. The May Drive for senior members of the
congregation is planned for Thursday 28th May, but who knows what the
situation regarding the pandemic will be by then? It is highly likely that we
will have to cancel that too and possibly the Annual Dinner in June.

Changed Email
Please note that Kristee’s email address has changed to:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Giving to St Peter’s during the
Covid-19 Crisis
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary
Thank you all for your continued and valued financial support of St Peter’s
church. St Peter’s needs congregational offerings to continue during the
Covid crisis if at all possible, as staff will continue to be paid during the
crisis, and expenses such as the Diocesan Quota and other incidentals
still need to be paid.
Because of the UK government announcement on 23rd March, it seems
that people wishing to continue their weekly offerings have only one of
two choices:
1. Set up monthly payments to St Peter’s either by Internet directly into
St Peter’s bank account or, if internet banking is not an option, by
setting up a Standing Order using forms available from the Gift Aid
secretary (Chris Hodgson) or via the donor’s bank. The amounts
transferred are recorded on monthly invoices sent to the Treasurer
(Duncan McKinnell) and credited to the donor’s name in the register
maintained by the Gift Aid secretary.
To do this, you need St Peter’s bank details:
Bank of Scotland, 51 South Clerk St, EH8 9PP
Account number: 00439927
Sort code: 80-02-83
2. Set aside the sum you wish to donate and bring that to church when
normal service is resumed.
If previously you have filled out a Gift Aid declaration then St Peter’s can
claim tax relief on the sum donated. If you have not filled out a Gift Aid
declaration and wish to do so then forms are available from the Gift Aid
secretary.
If you wish your donation to be used for a specific purpose, eg Bishop’s
Lent Appeal, please mark your donation appropriately. If this is not
possible then write to the Gift Aid secretary who will assign the donation
accordingly. Wishing you all continued good health.
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Removal of the Toilet Shed
By Laura Bird
You will remember the garden shed that stood in the car park for some
months while the Link was rebuilt. We needed some toilets to enable the
building to stay open. The project group looked into chemical portaloos smelly and expensive. What about festival style toilet block? Access
between the Lodge and the Miller chapel is too tight. So in the end we
had a garden shed erected with plumbing, light and heating connected to
the hall.
They are no longer required, and wondering whether there would be any
demand for a toilet shed, I got our temporary toilet block ready for
sale. After some scrubbing and bleaching I took photographs and
advertised it on a dedicated secondhand-temporary-toilets-for-sale site.
To my amazement, and to that of others, there were a good number of
enquiries. In the end a farmer from Northumberland sent two of his men
up to Edinburgh with a forklift truck, picked it up and took the shed away
to its new life in a field near Alnwick.
While this doesn't count as revenue raising it reduced the overall cost of
the project by £795.

Bishop’s Lent Appeal
This year the charities which Bishop John has chosen are a local charity,
“The Open Door” and an overseas charity, “Project Embabazi”. Both are
charities well worthy of our support and full information is available on
their websites:
www.theopendoor.org.uk

www.projectembabazi.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to the Bishops Lent Appeal, given the
current situation, you can do so as follows:
• Send a cheque, payable to St Peters Episcopal Church to the
Church Office at 14 Lutton Place Edinburgh EH8 9PE, with a note
stating that the money is for the Bishops Lent Appeal.
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• Make a Bank Transfer to St Peters Episcopal Church, sort code 8002-83, account no 00439927, with Bishops Lent Appeal in the
payment description.
The Treasurer will consolidate all payments received and pass them on to
the Diocesan Office.

National Day of Prayer
On March 22nd, many denominations held an ecumenical National Day of
Prayer. Everyone was invited to light a candle in their window at 7pm, and
say the following prayer:
For all that is good in life, thank you,
For the love of family and friends, thank you,
For the kindness of good neighbour and Samaritan stranger, thank you.
May those who are vulnerable, hungry or homeless, experience support,
May those who are sick, know healing,
May those who are anxious or bereaved, sense comfort.
Bless and guide political leaders and decision-makers, with wisdom,
Bless and guide health workers and key workers, with strength and wellbeing, Bless and guide each one of us, as we adapt to a new way of
living.
And may the light shining from our windows, across road and wynd, glen
and ben, kyle and isle, be reflected in our hearts and hands and hopes.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Notices
If you would like a notice to be sent out to the congregation, please send
it to the office email by the Wednesday before a Sunday, and it will be
included with the service information emailed for the following Sunday.
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Sunday Services
These are currently suspended, but hopefully they will resume
before too long.
The normal pattern of services is:
8.30am

A quiet said service of Holy Communion, usually using the
Book of Common Prayer.

10.45am A sung service of Holy Communion using liturgies from 1982
and 1970; includes children’s activities.
First Sunday of the month:
Sung Matins in the church
Informal all-age Communion service in the Hall
6.30pm Choral Evensong, usually the fourth Sunday of the month.

Sunday Readings
5 April

Isaiah 50. 4-9a • Philippians 2. 5-11 • Matthew 26. 14-27.66
For the Palm Crosses: Matthew 21. 1-11

12 April Acts 10. 34-43 • Colossians 3. 1-4 • Matthew 28.1-10
19 April Acts 2. 14a, 22-32 • 1 Peter 1. 3-9 • John 20. 19-31
26 April Acts 2. 14a, 36 - 41 • 1 Peter 1. 17-23 • Luke 24. 13-35
Additional material for Sundays and Holy Week will be emailed out, and
will be available to download from the website and Facebook page. If you
are not on email and would like to receive it, please contact the office and
we will see what can be done.
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Farewell to Jim Mein
Amongst the ever-changing situation around Coronavirus and everything
being cancelled, we must not forget that we will soon be saying farewell
to The Very Revd Jim Mein, who has kindly been our Interim Pastor for
the past 8 months. We greatly appreciate all he has done, and more will
be said in the May magazine.

Dates for the Diary
April
16th April: May Magazine deadline

Magazine Articles
Please submit your contributions as soon
as you can and no later than the deadline.
Please send all articles and photos to:
office@stpetersedinburgh
Articles and photos should be sent by email,
remembering that photos should be sent
separately. This allows for more careful editing
and a better quality of printing. Thank you.
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NEWS & VIEWS
Contributions welcome.
DEADLINE for the May
issue is
THURSDAY
16 April

People
CLERGY
Interim Pastor:
The Very Revd Jim Mein
Associate Priest: The Revd Sue Whitehouse
LAY READER: Mrs Janet McKinnell
DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES
Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes
Organist: Sheila Chisholm
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp
CHURCH OFFICERS
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes
Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson
Sacristan: Liz Mackay
Verger: Deborah Waterson
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird
Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare
All these people can be contacted via the Church Office email:
office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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