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From the Rector
Rev Nick Wills
It has been great to see so many people back in
church and whilst it’s still strange and not ideal,
services have started to feel more familiar. We
are now facing the (quite positive) problem of
reaching our maximum numbers on a Sunday
morning. Thank you to those of you have been
willing to leave and spend the service time in
reflection in the garden, or who have gone
home, when we have exceeded the allowed 50,
and to those who are choosing to come on
Thursdays instead. We really appreciate your
sacrifice, allowing others to worship and it has
been good to have space for a number of new
people who are giving St Peter's a try. Though
it’s hard to give a proper welcome, I hope they
will have enjoyed their visit and sensed the
smiles behind the masks!
I believe this difficult and confusing time for
many is leading people to look for comfort and
meaning. We pray that they will find it as part of
St Peter's family.
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Due to Covid-19, the office is
currently closed with Laura and
Sheila working from home.

As the situation with the virus is changing each
day, we need to be creative, flexible and kind to
each other. Plans may have to be changed; the advances we have made
may have to be reversed before they can go forward again and we may
be facing imminent re-closure of the buildings. Please read all
communications thoroughly and be understanding of the delicate balance
the SEC, the Vestry and Ministry team are having to hold between the
safety of all of us, particularly the most vulnerable amongst us and
fulfilling the ministry of our church.
It was a delight to see the fun and smiles in the photos on the St Peter's
Facebook group and on the website from the COG sponsored walk on
September 12th. Thank you to all who took part in the unique
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#longdistancesocial event, walking around Edinburgh (and beyond) in
socially distanced legs, raising money for Shakti Women's Aid. Thank you
also to those who didn't walk but gave so generously - the pot is still open
for any last minute contributions.
We will be celebrating our Harvest Festival on 11th October. To minimise
movement during the service, suitable donations for the local Basics Bank
can be brought to the service and left in the box near the entrance,
although to reduce handling, I would suggest that a donation to a local
charity responding to food poverty and/or an international relief or
development agency would be preferable during these difficult times.
I pray that whether our worship and activities are in church or via digital
means, we can continue to grow together in Christ's love for each other
and for the world.
Your Rector,
Nick

th

St Peter’s AGM: 25 October
By Andy Sikes, Secretary to the Vestry
Our AGM will take place on Sunday 25 October at 6.30pm. Due to
Covid-19 and ongoing Scottish Government restrictions, it will not be
possible to meet in person. Instead, the Vestry has agreed to hold a
‘virtual AGM’. Hopefully, following the positive experience of meeting via
Zoom before and after Sunday services and at mid-week coffee
mornings, everyone will be comfortable in meeting this way.
Although it will be necessary to conduct business in a different way, the
AGM remains an important opportunity for members of St Peter’s to
reflect on the events of the past year and to discuss what we hope to
achieve in the year to come. I would encourage everyone to participate in
the meeting if they are able.
I intend to circulate a meeting agenda, minute of the previous AGM,
annual report, accounts and group reports at least two weeks prior to the
meeting. The intention is to circulate these in electronic format via email.
I’d be grateful if members could read the meeting papers and submit any
questions or queries to me (or Sheila via the church office) in advance of
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the meeting. I would also ask that I be informed in advance of the
meeting of any matters that members would like to raise under ‘Any Other
Competent Business’. Please remember that competent AGM business is
business that relates to church policy or matters of principle rather than
issues that can be raised with the Vestry at any time throughout the year.
If anyone would prefer to receive meeting papers in hard copy please let
me know and I will arrange for these to be posted out to you.
Nick will chair the meeting and I will act as secretary. The AGM also
presents an opportunity to elect new members to the Vestry. Our
constitution allows for the
Vestry to consist of up to nine
Competent AGM business is business
members (not including the
that relates to church policy or matters
Rector and ex officio
of principle rather than issues that can
members) who normally serve
be raised with the Vestry.
a three-year term. The aim is
to have three new members
elected each year. However this year, due to the timing of past
appointments and an ongoing vacancy, there are only two positions
available. The Vestry would encourage members of St Peter’s to consider
putting themselves forward to serve on the Vestry, which is an important
aspect of church life. In particular, interest from younger members of the
congregation would, as always, be welcome. The AGM also elects its Lay
Representative and Alternative Lay Representative.
In the current circumstances, I am happy to receive nominations to the
Vestry and for Lay and Alternate representative by email, including the
names of those proposing and seconding the candidate. If elections are
required, it is my intention to use the voting facility in Zoom during the
meeting. If anyone is thinking of standing for election to the Vestry or as
Lay and Alternate representative, I would appreciate nominations being
lodged in good time (and no later than midday Saturday 24 October) as
this will assist me greatly in making arrangements for the meeting. If you
are interested in becoming a member of the Vestry or wish to learn more
about the work of the Vestry, please do not hesitate to contact Nick or
myself.
Finally, could I ask those that usually provide group reports for inclusion
in the annual report to submit their reports to me by the end of
September. (I will also write to group leaders separately on this matter.)
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SEA Change Challenge
(SEA: Sustainable. Ethical. Awareness.)
th

st

18 - 31 October
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Did you know that, just because your cleaning product states ‘not tested
on animals’, it does not mean that the ingredients inside the cleaning
product were not tested on animals. In the UK, many animals, including
guinea pigs, rabbits and mice, are used in experiments, which can include
having chemicals dripped into their eyes, poured down their throats or
rubbed into their skin. Such testing is not only excruciatingly painful, it is
also often lethal.
Want to learn more about ethical products and places to shop, particularly
when you're on a budget? Then join St Peter's SEA Change Challenge
online from 18-31 October! Rebecca Mackay, Christine Bethune and
Kristee will be setting daily interactive challenges on our newly created
Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3865156500165486 with the aim of
encouraging everyone to shop a little more mindfully, in consideration of
our planet and of our fellow humans.
We encourage everyone at St Peter’s to get involved! If you are not on
Facebook and would like to take part, please email Kristee at:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.
She will then give you the list of daily challenges via email or in a hard
copy. You are most welcome to contribute and she will share your
perspectives in the Facebook chat.
__________________________________________________________
‘Too much information,
not enough knowledge or wisdom’
Elif Shafak
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#LongDistanceSocial –
Community Sponsored Walk
By Gloria Lo
On Saturday 12th September, 24 people, 3 dogs, 5 bikes and 2 cars
participated in our Round Edinburgh City Relay
Walk. The total length of the full circular route
The mileage on foot and
was 28.5 miles, the sections being made up of
by cycle taken was
various offers to walk different lengths,
roughly 60 miles.
calculated from their homes as a return
journey. Some participants specifically offered
to help link up, and one such offer was indeed
picked up upon. Altogether the mileage on foot and by cycle taken was
roughly 60 miles.
This mileage does not count the additional routes that were covered:
Chris and Glo added a 20-mile cycle ride to Dalkeith Country Park and
Musselburgh before doing their section of the route. Angie did a walk of
4.3 miles, Nick and Becky walked 1 mile and Pam walked 10 miles.
This adds up to 95 miles, and that is before we add on the Munro Liz
Mackay bagged on the same day. At the time of writing we don’t have the
actual mileage she walked but needless to say, it was plenty!
All these miles in aid of Shakti Women’s Aid, which so far has raised
£846.50.
THANK YOU and well done to all who participated, enjoyed the sun, and
even the slight spitting rain at the end. Some good exercise was had, fun
and smiles all round in photographs taken
with social distancing, at strange angles or
It was a really good and
with missing persons behind the camera…
interesting way to
we know you are there… Such a relay walk is
connect with some of St
no mean feat, as it takes commitment,
Peter’s folk, near or far.
reliability, map reading and instruction
following skills, plus physical active
participation with a community spirit from each individual.
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There were some late comers and late drop-outs, but others in the
community nobly stepped up to fill in the gaps, arrange themselves to
walk alternative sections or otherwise. Special mention to Laura who did
two legs all on her own, taking on David’s section as well as her own.
Liz Hare fashioned a homemade flag for starting and ending the walk in
great style, a flag that is now a proud possession of her grandchildren.
It does feel strange that we didn’t have a great big party after the walk, to
celebrate the successful completion of this event in St Peter’s Hall
straight after. Due to COVID that wasn’t possible,
but if it weren’t for COVID we would not have
It was all for a
done a relay walk either! None the less it was a
great cause.
really good and interesting way to connect with
some of St Peter’s folk, near or far, knowing that
we are all contributing to the same goal, and whether you were up on a
Munro, running around a castle or further down the Water of Leith than
expected, it was all for a great cause.
Shakti Woman’s Aid, a charity offering help for black minority ethnic
(BME) women and children and young people who are experiencing, or
who have experienced, domestic abuse, are tremendously grateful.
https://shaktiedinburgh.co.uk/
For those who didn’t manage to participate, it would be great if you could
sponsor those who did, by making a donation via the COG bank account
so we can tally the total donated.
Account name is ‘St Peters Community Outreach Group’ with no
apostrophe in St Peters.
Sort Code: 80 22 60
Account Number: 17078567
Please do visit St Peter’s Facebook page, and look out for the hashtag
#LongDistanceSocial
Liz Hare adds: A huge thank you to Glo who devised the route, gave us
all detailed maps and instructions, and kept us all on time so the last
participant arrived back at St Peter’s only 15 minutes over the estimated
time.
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Fundraising Goal Reached!
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
For the last year, we have been helping some Syrian friends of ours,
Hadil and Mouaz, to raise money for the visas/initial cost of living
expenses for Hadil’s parents to come and join her family in Edinburgh.
Hadil’s parents, Huda and Fatin, remain in Aleppo, Syria. Hadil has not
seen her parents for 9 years.
The good news is that we have now raised
enough money for the visa fees, and we will
have some money leftover that will go towards
the cost of living expenses! Visa applications
for Hadil’s parents will be submitted by their
immigration lawyer on 6th October.

Hadil has not seen her
parents for 9 years.

If you would like to send a message to Hadil and Mouaz (and their young
son, Bashir), wishing them well for the outcome of the visa applications,
please email Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. If
you do not use email, feel free to pass on a card or a handwritten note!

Thank you!
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
In September, I sent out an urgent request for various household items
for a woman who has been one of the ongoing recipients of our Building
Bridges/Mosque Kitchen food deliveries on Fridays. This lady is a single
mother, whose living circumstances changed abruptly, causing her to
have to start over with nothing for herself and her toddler, not even
having enough to eat.
Many thanks to all of the kind-hearted St Peter's folk who got back to me
quickly with offers of food, linen, crockery,
cooking utensils... even a brand new slow
Food is an ongoing issue
cooker! Also, a huge thank you to Liz Mackay,
until her support
who has been delivering food to this mother for
workers can get her
months now and who was directly contacted by
some form of welfare
her when she needed help.
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At this stage, I am told that she does not need any more household items
but food is an ongoing issue for her until her support workers can get her
some form of welfare.
I had an extremely kind offer from a St Peter's member this week to
purchase some food to help out. If you feel you would like to give
something, please contact
Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.

Hiring our Hall
By Laura Bird, Development Officer
St Peter’s congregation has put so much effort, money and time into
renewing our church’s community hall. It was with some sadness that we
had to mothball the building back in March. Many of you in St Peter’s
have supported the project and were hopeful to see the place full of life
affirming activity in 2020, but it was not to be at that time.
There has been a lot of debate about winners and losers during the
coronavirus response. While restrictions to slow the spread of the virus
are laudable, they haven’t come without cost to other aspects of life, such
as loneliness and isolation.
So here we all are walking the line between reducing the spread of the
virus while allowing people to work, socialise, exercise and express
creativity.
The first of St Peter’s tenants to come back to
life was Lutton Place Bowling Club in June.
They supplied us with a risk assessment based
on Scottish Government guidance for bowling
clubs.

Restrictions on many
indoor activities have
now been lifted.

As you know, we resumed public worship as a church in August.
Restrictions on many indoor activities have now been lifted and specific
how-to guidance issued by the Scottish Government. Duncan McKinnell
and I went through the relevant guidance line by line and used it to write
St Peter’s coronavirus policy. With that policy in place the Vestry has
approved outside groups using the hall where they can demonstrate that
they are following the rules.
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The latest announcement (22 September), restricting private social
activity, does not impact on organised activity groups, like churches or
sports clubs, who can demonstrate that they are complying with the
guidance.
The aspects where adjustments need to be made are: physical
distancing, hygiene, health & safety and recording participant attendance.
Much like the changes we have seen in church, except that in sports
people are exempt from wearing facemasks.
The new toilets are considerably easier to clean and enable a faster,
more hygienic turnaround between user groups.
Our long-term tenants have included Edinburgh Grand Opera, Fit for Life
exercise class, Pakistan Society, Girl Guides and Edinburgh University
staff Scottish Country Dance Society. Obviously singing is not allowed at
this time. The other groups remain uncertain about when they will return
to St Peter’s hall.
On the plus side we have taken new
bookings from a fencing club, karate club
and violin teacher. All three hirers are
members of a sports governing body or
union and can demonstrate compliance.

Keeping fit is one aspect
where people can bolster their
defence against the virus.

Two of the key risk factors for SARS CoV 2 developing into COVID-19
are age and underlying health conditions, and keeping fit is one aspect
where people can bolster their defence against the virus. It has also been
estimated that loneliness is as bad for people as smoking. Safe
opportunities to engage with others are also part of good public health.
We will be keeping a close eye on announcements and updating our
position. The latest restrictions on people meeting in private homes mean
that, more than ever, organised group activities give people an
opportunity to meet in community.
Your generous gifts to St Peter’s renewed halls have helped make this
possible. Thank you.
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Climate Corner
By Anna Mattinson
We Brits drink around 100 million cups of tea a day. 96% of us choose to
make our brew with a tea bag. But did you know lots of tea bags contain
plastic? I hadn’t given this much thought until I recently watched a short
BBC film clip about micro-plastics in tea bags.
Polypropylene, a plastic polymer, is often used to seal tea bags, such that
they keep their shape when in hot liquid.
This prevents them from decomposing.
Brewing one cup of tea
Some, often higher end tea bags, are also
releases about 11.6 billion
made entirely of plastic! One Canadian
microplastics and 3.1 billion
study revealed that brewing one cup of tea
nanoplastics into each cup!
releases about 11.6 billion microplastics
and 3.1 billion nanoplastics into each cup!
Currently in my cupboard I have Yorkshire Tea. After doing a bit of
snooping on their website I have determined that despite announcing that
from October 2019 onwards they were going to remove polypropylene
and transition to a ‘bio-plastic’ plant-based tea bag, there is no
reassurance that this has actually happened. In fact, they still recommend
that the tea bags should be disposed of in a bin, so it looks like this
transition has certainly not happened!
So, it looks like my shopping habits need to change. There is an
overwhelming amount of tea on the market so I will leave you all to do
your own research. But, from my brief readings, Clipper Tea, PG tips and
Pukka look like good alternatives. Clipper announced in 2018 on their
website ‘We are so proud to have launched the world’s first plastic-free,
unbleached and non-GM pillow tea bags’. Pukka tea uses plastic free tea
bags, and PG tips claim that their bags are 100% bio-degradable. Tetley
is still a no no, as they state on their website that they still have plastic in
their bags. I guess the best alternative, to minimise both manufacturing
and packaging, is likely to be loose leaf tea, although admittedly a little
more of a faff. And avoid the brands that come in plastic packets!
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Fresh Start Painting Hit Squads:
Experiences of a Hitman!
By Ian Gillespie
When I retired 6 years ago I
decided to revisit areas of life that I
had not had time for during my
working life. Firstly I enrolled in
St Peter’s choir and started organ
lessons – a new experience for
me! I also enrolled on a number of
short courses at Edinburgh
University to keep the grey matter
alive, and Morag and I began
travelling – in fact as far as New Zealand. However as a person whose
working life was built around performing practical procedures I felt the
need to embark on something practical, hopefully for the benefit of others.
Whilst trawling around the Internet I came across Fresh Start, and the
term ‘Hit Squad’ grabbed my attention - I was quite taken with the idea of
becoming a ‘hitman’! So began a 5-year (so far) spell of working with
small groups of volunteers redecorating flats for a diverse group of
individuals who have fallen on hard times and are being rehoused. Some
have been the victims of domestic
violence, whilst others have fallen victim
I was quite taken with the idea
to alcohol or drugs, may have been
of becoming a ‘hitman’!
imprisoned, or have suffered financial
and emotional despair. Members of all
nationalities living in Edinburgh can fall on hard times, and seek help
either by self-referral, or more commonly by referral from the City Council
and Social Services or other community providers.
Fresh Start’s two hit squad co-ordinators (currently Chloe and David) go
out into the community to meet with potential clients and establish some
background information about them, some of which is relayed back to the
squad members as appropriate. They are invited to choose paint colours
for 2 rooms, and we encourage them to participate in the preparation and
painting which provides some sense of ownership for them on the day.
This also gives the painters an opportunity to get to know the client and
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vice versa, and I have been surprised by how delightful and grateful the
vast majority of clients are. I think we all take a sense of fulfilment and
pride in providing a much improved, habitable, fresh and clean new home
for our clients. Sometimes I come away from a job feeling very humbled.
The other important aspect for me is the great pleasure of getting to know
my fellow painters, as we’re all from different backgrounds, careers, and
ages. It can be surprising what interesting
comments come out when you switch off and wield
Sometimes I come
a roller or brush for a day! It’s a form of therapy
away from a job
really! The intention is to paint two rooms in one or feeling very humbled.
two days with a minimum of two volunteers per
room hoping to apply two coats per room – emulsion dries quite quickly if
there’s decent ventilation. Prep work is often the longest part of the job
and some flats are in a terrible condition when we arrive – fortunately they
usually look much better by the time we leave!
Of course the impact of Covid-19 has stopped the painting squads since
February but we received emails last week inviting us to restart under
social distancing rules later this month. Fresh Start have been busy in
other areas meantime, with the Green Grafters (local gardening hit
squads), the local pantry, and emergency food, cleaning and toiletry
packs (the Covid Foodshare Group established quickly with other local
organisations) for vulnerable members of their local community.
Good on you Fresh Start and keep it up!!

Bethany Update
By Liz Hare
Ruth Longmuir of Bethany Trust writes:
‘The Care Shelter is now being referred to as an Overnight Welcome
Centre. Bethany Christian Trust has operated a Care Shelter in
Edinburgh every winter since 1996, providing emergency shelter to
people who would otherwise be sleeping rough. Following the Covid
crisis, and in recognition that for a number of years the provision has far
outstripped the traditional shelter model, Bethany’s care of people who
are rough sleeping will continue as an ‘Overnight Welcome Centre’ from
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October till May. Guests will continue to receive a warm welcome; a hot
meal cooked by teams of volunteers and have access to support through
trained staff and visiting partner agencies. There will be a more deliberate
emphasis on moving people into alternative accommodation and better
links with City of Edinburgh Council and other accommodation providers
in order to achieve this.
The Shelter will open again on 5th October. There’s a lot we don’t yet
know, such as where it will be located and exactly what the service will
look like. We love Diadem as a venue but with the public health crisis
continuing it may not be possible to be back there for this coming season.
No decision has been made yet. We’re looking at options and praying that
God guides us and provides for this shelter.’
Despite this uncertainty, St Peter’s Community Outreach Group is still
committed to providing the catering for nine shelters.
The dates we have been allocated are:
Sat 10th Oct, Sun 1st Nov, Fri 27th Nov, Sun 27th Dec, Sat 23 Jan, Fri 19th
Feb, Sat 13th March, Sun 11th April, and Fri 30th April.
Please seriously consider whether you could help with the cooking on any
of these evenings. I appeal especially to our younger members who may
not have volunteered before. I know it’s difficult to commit so long in
advance and when we don’t know exactly where we’ll be preparing the
food. Rest assured we will make sure that social distancing is always
observed, and all volunteers have protective clothing and are safe. If
you’re thinking of volunteering, please contact me, Liz Hare, via the office
to get more details of what’s involved. office@stpetersedinburgh.org
This winter the Bethany Trust is also looking for volunteers to help clean.
For more information about how to help in this way, the following link has
the most up-to-date information:
https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/news-article/care-shelter-opening20192020/

‘We make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we give.’
Winston Churchill
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Helping Charities
St Peter’s continues officially to support and help a variety of charities
through this crisis. These include:
• Basics Food Bank at the Community Church:
https://www.edinburghcitymission.org.uk/ Any donations of food to
the Basics Food Bank can be made in person to King’s Hall
Community Church on a Thursday morning. Sadly the queue at the
food bank is as long as ever and donating food is something
practical to which many can contribute.
• Fresh Start: https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/
• ‘Steps to Hope’: https://www.stepstohope.co.uk/

‘How to Stay Sane in an Age of
Division’: Elif Shafak
A Book Review By Rev Sue Whitehouse
This year’s Edinburgh Book Festival was held on line at the end of August
and it is still possible to watch the videoed interviews on the website.
For me one of the most significant was the interview with Elif Shafak, an
award winning British-Turkish novelist, who was discussing her recent
non-fiction book “How to stay sane in an Age of Division”. It is only 90
pages long and examines the threshold – the
‘in-between’ situation - in which the world finds The ballot box in itself
itself today – the political and digital dangers
does not make a
we face; the underlying emotions that many of
democracy.
us are experiencing.
Her basic plea is that the eco-system which sustains democracy has to
be recognised and nourished in all its diversity. Otherwise division occurs
and this encourages the rise of demagogues. The ballot box in itself does
not make a democracy. Its effectiveness lies in how it is sustained with
‘an interconnected system’ of checks and balances, independent and
diverse opinions, conflicts and compromises.
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And all this depends on how we treat each other. Inequality and
discrimination arise when we ignore and override the many layers that
make up each person’s identity and simply put each other into boxes.
This then fosters tribalism.
The situation is further accentuated through lack of nuanced and open
discussion which above all must involve listening to the other. Often
debates on television and elsewhere simply involve ‘clashing certainties’
with the viewers tuning in to “'see ‘our
guy’ beat ‘their guy’”. And the author
‘It’s alright not to feel alright’.
likens social media to the moon ‘with its
bright side, full of light and promise,
and then an unexpected dark side ... hatred, slander, misinformation’.
On emotions Elif Shafak says that it is important to acknowledge how we
feel.. ‘it’s alright not to feel alright’. She devotes a short chapter each to
anxiety, anger and apathy. She identifies apathy as potentially the most
dangerous state for moderate people to fall in to. When we become numb
and indifferent to the plight of other people and the state of the political
and digital world and we shrug our shoulders and say ‘So what?’ then we
leave a vacuum for injustice, oppression, and those who are powerhungry to fill.
The final chapter is entitled ‘Information,
Knowledge requires us to slow
Knowledge, Wisdom’. The argument is
down, investigate and be less
that there is far too much information
prone to rush into conclusions.
available today which we skim over and
think we know all about a topic under
discussion without having processed, considered or verified the facts.
Knowledge requires us to slow down, investigate and be less prone to
rush into conclusions. This will hopefully lead in to wisdom which
combines both mind and heart in its understanding.
Above all, the author urges us to engage in the world in a ‘nuanced and
reflective’ way and to nourish the values of empathy, inclusion and
connectedness towards our fellow human beings.
Her interview can be found by searching ‘Edinburgh Book Festival’ and
clicking onto August 29th 8-30pm ‘Elif Shafak: Writing the World’s
Wrongs’.
https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/the-festival/whats-on/elif-shafak-writingthe-world-s-wrongs/player (The interview starts at 3mins 33secs.)
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Financial Support
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary
Thank you all for your financial support of St Peter’s church. Amounts
donated should be affordable to you, with no embarrassment if they are
small: all contributions are valued. Congregational freewill and plate
offerings make a vital contribution to staff costs, expenses such as
Diocesan Quota, building maintenance and other administration, outreach
and worship costs.
It is great that we are now able to return to St Peter's for worship.
Currently, we are not able to take a collection as we would normally. As a
result, there are collection baskets at the back of the church where you
can place your cash donation, yellow freewill offering envelope OR white
Gift Aid envelope (both available from me or the back of church shelf) for
recording and banking. Alternatively, envelopes or cash can be deposited
in the Narthex wall safe which is emptied weekly.
We appreciate, however, that many will still be hesitant about returning to
church. In this case, you may want to review your method of regular
giving and consider arranging with your bank to transfer funds directly
into the bank account of St Peter’s. This will prevent disruption to your
giving and allow you to continue to contribute as fully as you can to
support God’s mission and ministry through St Peter’s.
Regular payments to St Peter’s, either weekly or monthly, can be set up
by Internet banking directly into St Peter’s bank account or, if Internet
banking is not an option, by setting up a Standing Order with your own
bank using forms available from me or from your own bank.
When setting up a Standing Order, it is a Bank of Scotland account that
you’re paying into, then:
• Type of account: Business account
• Name of account: “St Peters Episcopal Church”.
(Please note that there is no apostrophe in “Peters”.)
• Sort code: 80-02-83
• Account number: 00439927
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It is now possible also to give online through our new Give.net page,
which can be accessed by typing: https://www.give.net/stpetersedinburgh
If you are a UK taxpayer and have already filled out a Gift Aid declaration
then St Peter’s can claim tax relief on the sum donated. If you have not
filled out a Gift Aid declaration and wish to do so then forms are available
via the church email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org
You can also make a donation to be used for a specific purpose, e.g. the
Building Fund. In which case, please mark your donation appropriately. If
this isn’t possible then write to me and I will assign the donation
accordingly.
Wishing you all continued good health.

Sunday & Thursday Services
Please be aware that all services are provisional and may have to be
cancelled at short notice. We have to follow the Scottish Government and
SEC Guidelines to ensure the safety and well being of us all.
For the most up-to-date information, please check the website:
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/welcome-to-st-peters-lutton-place/samplepage
Sundays: 10.45am: A service of Holy Communion using a shortened
version of the 1982 Liturgy. This service is usually recorded and uploaded
onto YouTube each week. Only the Clergy, Reader and Intercessor are
recorded.
Thursdays: 11am: A service of Holy Communion using a shortened
version of the 1982 Liturgy. This service has no sermon or music.
All the services that have been recorded since lockdown can be watched
online:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHhYHVFO1hqHLPo4GtFjG_A
Additional material and updates for Sunday/Thursday services, and about
upcoming events is emailed out to congregational members each week. It
is also available to download from the website and on the blog:
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ or http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog
If you do not already receive these emails and would like to, please email
Sheila via the office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org.
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Congratulations!
Congratulations to Dr. Rebecca Brouwers and Mr. Adam Harries who
were married in St Peter’s on Saturday 19th September. It was a beautiful
service and we wish them a very happy future together.
(See a picture of their happy day on the inside back cover.)

Pastoral Visits
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue
know.
Following the latest Scottish Government announcements, and Scottish
Episcopal Church guidelines amended in response to them, our Clergy
are not allowed to make Pastoral Visits to people's homes at present.
There are a few extreme exceptions where a visit may be allowed (unless
the individual is in quarantine or has symptoms of Covid-19) but they
have to conform to very clear guidelines in order to maintain the safety of
everyone. These guidelines may change at short notice. Please do not
put pressure on them to break the guidelines, as they are unable to do
so.
Our Clergy are still not being permitted to visit hospitals, but are able to
put patients in touch with the Hospital Chaplaincy for pastoral visits.

Sunday Readings
4th Oct

Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12-20 ! Psalm 19 !
*Philippians 3: 4b-14 ! *Matthew 21: 33-46

11th Oct *Deuteronomy 8: 7-18 ! Psalm 65 !
2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 ! *Luke 17: 11-19
18th Oct Exodus 33: 12-23 ! Psalm 99 !
*1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10 ! *Matthew 22: 1-14
25th Oct Deuteronomy 34: 1-12 ! Psalm 90: 1-6, 13-17 !
*1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8 ! *Matthew 22: 34-46
*The passages being read.
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Dates for the Diary
October
Sunday 11th

Harvest Festival ! 10.45am (p. 4)

Friday 16th

Magazine Deadline

Sunday 18th

Pall Singh preaching ! 10.45am: Pall Singh is a former CMS

Mission Partner and now the Director of Building Bridges in Edinburgh which
enables organisations and faith groups towards a better understanding of the South
Asian, Black and Ethnic minority communities in the City. He is the Co-coordinator
of Bethany’s Befriending Service, ‘Passing the Baton’ for the homeless and the
Faithful Friends project with Edinburgh Interfaith Association.

18th - 31st

SEA Change Challenge (p. 6)

Sunday 25th

AGM via Zoom ! 6.30pm (p. 4)

Keeping in Touch
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give
whatever support is needed. Although the office is still closed, Laura and
Sheila continue to work from home. If you want to get in touch with the
Rector, office or the Ministry Team, please email the office:
office@stpetersedinburgh.org
The ‘closed’ Facebook page for members and friends of
St Peter’s is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/198448741481099
The Buddy System, designed to help us keep in touch with each other,
is still being much appreciated. If you have any questions about it, please
contact Kristee. If you haven't spoken to your Buddy in a while, please do
give them a call!

Magazine Articles
Please email or submit your articles and
photographs asap, and by the deadline
to: office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Thank you!

NEWS & VIEWS
Contributions welcome.
DEADLINE for the
November issue is
Friday 16th October
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People
CLERGY
Rector:
Rev Nick Wills
Associate Priest: Rev Sue Whitehouse
DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES
Lay Representative: Elizabeth Philp
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes
Organist: Sheila Chisholm
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd
Monday Group: Elizabeth Philp
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir
Magazine Distribution: Elizabeth Philp
CHURCH OFFICERS
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes
Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson
Sacristan: Liz Mackay
Verger: Deborah Waterson
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird: development@stpetersedinburgh.org
Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare
All these people can also be contacted via: office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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(Rebecca & Adam’s wedding: Picture courtesy of Adam Cheeky Rastall Photography)
Sponsored Walk: Saturday 12th September

St Peter’s, Lutton Place • 23

24 • News & Views October 2020

