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From the Rector
Rev Nick Wills
As we head into the Summer, with our two month
edition of the Magazine, I'm sorry to say that there
is still a great deal of uncertainty about the situation
nationally (and globally), as well as the shape that
the Summer will take in Edinburgh, and also what
will happen at St Peter's over the next two months.
Lack of certainty around the next phase of the
pandemic has made it exceptionally difficult for
those organising the Summer Festivals in
Edinburgh, and in turn individual promoters and
producers. This means that we are still not
completely sure whether there will be Fringe events
at St Peter's in August. We are trying to be as
helpful as possible to the Production company that
hires our buildings and have allowed them to
maintain a pencilled in booking at St Peter's, with
no liability to fall on them if they are unable to
present a programme of shows this Summer. We
feel this is the fairest way to treat members of an
industry which has been so badly hit by the
pandemic, and hope that you will support this
approach, even though it leaves us with a lack of
clarity.
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If any shows do take place, they will be held in the
Church and Gardens. We are going to close the
Hall in order to begin work on Phase 3 of the
Building Project. We hope to complete as much of
the work as possible during the summer months, taking advantage of a
rare Summer without a full Fringe programme. There are currently
logjams in the construction industry around both the workforce and
supplies of basic building materials, particularly wood. These are the
consequences of shutdowns worldwide due to the Covid pandemic, and
are exacerbated by major construction projects in Edinburgh City Centre.
However, we are hopeful that we will be able to overcome these
difficulties and make good progress.
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We have very exciting plans for the Hall, including comprehensive
insulation, a new floor and underfloor heating. It is my hope that we can
achieve a dramatic transformation and a huge improvement in the
appearance of the Hall, and make it more comfortable and more attractive
for letting to outside organisations.
Thank you to those who have led Walking Groups in recent weeks, I'm
delighted that we have put together a programme of walks for July and
August, which will enable us to share fellowship with each other after so
much isolation, get outside, enjoy the beautiful part of the world where we
live, and get some gentle exercise.
Talking of exercise, I've been part of a small group from St Peter's who
are building our cardio-vascular fitness by following the Couch to 5k
running programme. We meet at Inch Park three times a week, with
Arthur's Seat providing a stunning back-drop, and have been joined by
swallows weaving and diving around us as we run. We've made good
progress and
everyone has
stayed the
course so far,
and at the time
of writing we are
4 weeks into a 9
week course, so
by August we
will be able to
run for 25
minutes without
a break!
You can read more about the Couch to 5k group, and also reports on
some of the walks, later in the magazine.
We have been delighted to welcome back more of the choir at our
Sunday services. Present Government regulations allow for a "small
group of singers and/or musicians" with appropriate distancing. Our Choir
stalls allow us to space singers and so we have been able to have 4 part
singing back in church, as anthems are sung during the distribution of
Communion. A big thank you to Rupert, Sheila and our choristers for their
perseverance and willingness to work within the guidelines to enrich our
worship.
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I thanked Kristee for her work with Refugees, and Sue for the support that
she gives to her, in a recent Sermon on
Refugee Sunday. Any difficulties which
Any difficulties which we have
we have all felt in the past year and a
all felt in the past year and a half
half are magnified for the most
are magnified for the most
vulnerable in our society, and it is the
vulnerable in our society
heart of the Old Testament Law, and the
ethical teachings and practice of Jesus,
and therefore our calling as a church to
minister particularly to those who are more vulnerable or marginalised.
I would also like to thank Laura for the work that she has done in taking
on the Administration of our Hall and buildings. As part of this role she
has worked to enable a group for Adults with Learning Difficulties, who
had lost access to their usual home for their educational programme, to
come into our buildings and use them in a Covid-safe way. I am delighted
that this has helped them to be less isolated during the pandemic. This is
exactly the sort of partnership that Laura
had described in grant applications for
Our next phase will aim to
the first two stages of the Buildings
build on this good work...
Project, and demonstrates to grant
funders that we use their funds wisely
and in accordance with their social goals.
Our next phase will aim to build on this good work and make our buildings
an even more useful asset both for our church community's fellowship,
mission and ministry, and for other community groups and organisations
in the future.
With my prayers, especially for the young people and students in our
church family who may be about to enter their next chapter in these very
uncertain times, having had so much disruption to their schooling and
studies, and hoping that they (and we all) have a relaxing and fun
Summer!
Your Rector,
Nick
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Children's Church
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Although Children's Church hasn't yet formally resumed, in terms of
lessons, we have started to take the children outside for fun/games and
chat during Sunday services. After such a long break, it is a pleasure to
get to know St Peter's children again and to learn about what they have
been doing during the lengthy break from Children's Church!
We hope to officially relaunch our Children and Youth Church programme
after the summer term break. In the meantime, children and youth of all
ages are welcome to join us outside during services.
Many thanks to those who have been helping the last few weeks and to Liz
Philp, who will cover while I am on leave. If you have any questions, don't
hesitate to contact me at communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.

Songs of Praise
On Sunday 23rd May, the Songs of Praise on Zoom was again well
attended and had another interesting selection of hymns and stories.
Being Pentecost Sunday, it was very appropriate to begin with Donald
Allister’s choice of Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire (NEH 138),
sung unaccompanied to the plainchant Veni Creator. Before listening to a
recording of it, sung by a friend, Donald spoke about the hymnwriter,
John Cosin, a very significant but little-known 17th Century church leader;
and about the hymn itself which since 1662 has always been used at the
ordination of priests in the Anglican world.
The introduction to the second hymn began with Archie Chisholm
commenting about how hymnbooks provide a wonderful treasury of
prayers from the ages, and, how each generation makes its own
contribution. Some of these hymns from past centuries stand the test of
time while others are soon forgotten. His choice for the evening was
written by John Bell and Graham Maule of the Iona Community: We
cannot measure how you heal or answer every sufferer’s prayer.
(CAHON No. 712)
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It was often sung after appearing in ‘Songs of God’s People’ in 1988, but
the power of the words struck him especially when it was sung to the tune
‘Ye Banks and Braes’ in Dunblane Cathedral at the memorial service after
that terrible event when a man with a gun let loose in Dunblane Primary
School, killing pupils and at least one teacher. That whole service
displayed a community in shock. Some there were regular worshippers;
many probably were not.
He pointed out how important it is to always remember that every week
many people come to Church in similar measures of desperation:
bereavement, family anxiety, worries over finance, sorrow over stupidities
that should never have happened: ‘The fears that cling to things long
past; the hurt we never hoped to find.’ These words ring so true, yet in
company with God’s people, there’s help for us all! ‘Yet we believe your
grace responds where faith and doubt unite to care.’
Translated as ‘Where charity and love are, there God is’, for Janet Young,
the Taize chant, Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est, (CAHON 946),
became an unexpected source of comfort during a painful conflict at work.
At a particular moment of anger and despair, it was a gentle reminder of
God's presence, an encouragement in a difficult situation. The resolution
of the conflict could be attributed in part to the influence of its calming
rhythm and the consoling words; shifting focus from personal grievance to
acknowledgement that the other person was equally loved by God. The
process of reconciliation and healing had begun and a healthier
relationship was established.
Next was an anthem often sung by the St Peter’s choir on Trinity Sunday,
I saw the Lord, by Stainer. Gloria began by giving a quick review of
Sir John Stainer's illustrious life including his extensive output of sacred
music; how he rejuvenated and raised the standard of choral singing
through St Paul's Cathedral Choir, and started the choir school. All this,
together with revising ‘Hymns Ancient and Modern’ was pivotal in
transforming worship, and the role of ecclesiastical music, in what is now
known as the musical tradition of the Anglican Church.
Gloria then spoke about when she first learnt this anthem as a child, and
how she had learned so much about music while singing in that choir. It
certainly helped to develop her life-long love of music and singing! Like so
many others, she cannot wait to get back to choir rehearsals and the
choir again in church.
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Janice Allister picked the final hymn: O worship the King (NEH 433)
She had been reflecting on how and why one’s attitudes change.
Thinking of her 8 year-old self in primary school assembly, every day the
children were all there with their well-thumbed blue hymnals. ‘Not again’
she would groan to herself when this hymn was announced. She knew it
by heart as it was sung so frequently. She did not understand all the
words (such as guessing at ‘ineffable’ which has now been altered in
many modern hymnals to ‘unchangeable’). But, just maybe, her heart
needed to change...
The words, based on Psalm 104, buried deep, have resurfaced.
She imagines the pavilions (like wonderful tents with laden tables), and
Jesus being praised, like a humble king, mingling with those who have
gone before us and the angels - the rainbow over the hills being a sign:
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
Thy mercies how tender! how firm to the end!
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend.
Remembering these words, sung very slowly at assemblies with a
plonkity-plonk piano accompaniment, Janice reminds herself, when she
starts to react against something, that perhaps her attitude needs to
change...
Before finishing the service with a prayer, Nick noted that there was a real
theme throughout the service with how many of the participants had been
very involved in training others, and how much church music had helped
them in their task.
After the online Songs of Praise service on 27th June, we will take a break
during July and August. If the situation allows, it is our hope that Choral
Evensong will return in church in the autumn and we will let you know our
plans in the September magazine.
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Monday Group
By Liz Philp
On 7th June Mary Robertson from the Edinburgh Medical Missionary
Society told us about the history of the society from its founding in 1841.
Originally they trained medical students from Edinburgh University in how
to combine their medical knowledge with their Christian faith and sent
them out to many places in the world. Nowadays they no longer send
British doctors out to other countries, instead they work closely with local
healthcare professionals, including helping to train local people.
They currently have projects in Nepal, India and Malawi. Amongst other
things, the work in Nepal includes piloting a scheme for palliative care, in
India, they are training midwives and also run a scheme called ‘every girl
matters’ and in Malawi they have input into a Nursing College, plus
concentrate on the continuing major crisis with TB.
More information about what the EMMS do can be found on their
webpage: https://www.emms.org/
We have no further meetings planned until October when maybe we will
once again be able to meet in person at church. Who knows? The future
is still so uncertain.
Anyone who can give ideas of speakers for our meetings or who would be
prepared to give us a talk themselves please contact our secretary Pam
Dugan via the office email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org

Thank you!
A big thank you to all who so generously gave to the Christian Aid Indian
COVID Appeal during May. With Gift Aid, we raised £711.91 in church,
and that does not include any donations given directly online to Christian
Aid, or to the Vellore Christian Medical Centre in India.
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Walking Group
During June, the Walking Group had a further two walks, both of which
were greatly enjoyed by those who attended. This month, the walking
leaders were Duncan McKinnell and Gloria respectively.
Accounts of their walks are below.

Walk 1: Aberlady Bay, Tuesday 1st June
By Duncan McKinnell
Six hardy St Peter's souls met up at Aberlady Bay on the first day of
meteorological summer - and a fine summer's day it was too, with the
haar thankfully staying out to sea.
Aberlady Bay has the honour of being Britain's first local nature reserve,
having been designated way back in 1952. We started off over the
mud/sands on a wooden trestle bridge to take us onto a broad area of
coastal heathland full of wild flowers and bird sound - easier to hear than
to spot the musicians. A short stiff climb over the dunes led us to the vast
expansive sands of Aberlady Bay and a good beach walk admiring the
proliferation of shells.
Reaching the eastern headland we had a choice - round it and get wet, or
scramble up the rocks onto it. Inspired by Pat's mountain goat skills, we
chose the latter. That led us on to Gullane Point where we stopped for
lunch and to enjoy the stunning views - west to Arthur’s Seat and the
Pentlands, east to North Berwick Law and north into the mist to Fife and
the Isle of May.
After lunch we continued east to Gullane Bents, looking down on a busy
beach, before turning round and heading back, this time skirting the
renowned Gullane golf courses and returning to the bridge and car park a bit hot and sweaty and in need of some refreshment. Duck's in Aberlady
was just the job - tea and cake in the garden.
All in all a lovely day. Just don't ask the organiser for directions!
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Walk 2: Blackford Hill & The Braids, Friday 4th June
By Lenore Simson
We had a lovely walk around Blackford Hill on the evening of 4th June.
We met at the Observatory car park and walked over the hill, down into
The Hermitage then over the road to Braid Hills Golf Course and back up
the hill to the car park again. The weather was warm and sunny late on in
the day and the views across Edinburgh were fantastic, across to the
Castle, the Firth of Forth and the Pentland Hills.
Gloria has great knowledge of the area and was able to give us lots of
different options for routes to take, so we made it up as we went along.
The walk was from 6pm to 7.30pm and we arrived back at the car park at
exactly 7.30pm thanks to Gloria keeping us on track! There were five of
us on the walk which was a good number to be able to talk to everyone; it
was a very relaxing, enjoyable time.
The following walks have been organised:
Tuesday 6th July: 10.30am - c. 12.30 Torphin area: Lower slopes of the
Pentland Hills
Friday 16th July: 2pm to c. 5pm: Fife fishing villages, finishing in
Anstruther
Friday 30th July: 11am - c. 4pm: East Lothian: Haddington to East
Linton, along the Tyne River. It has Hailes Castle & Preston Mill along the
way. Returing to Haddington via bus.
Tuesday 10th August: 10.30am: Pentland Hills: Harlaw Reservoir to
Flotterstone, and possibly back again.
From July, there will be a walk after some Thursday Communion
services, but not after the first Thursday of the month. Leaving from the
church c. 12 noon, they will be local to the church, and last approximately
half an hour. (These do not need to be booked, but please note that they
may be cancelled at fairly short notice, particularly if the weather is bad!)
Please let Sheila know if you would like to receive the St Peter's Walking
Group emails. This then means that you will receive the most up-to-date
information about the walks with a reminder about each one; if any last
minute changes have had to be made; and very importantly, to book your
space with the leader of the walk. Email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Couch to 5K: Running Group
By Christine Bethune
We are Janice Allister, Christine Bethune, Sue Rotter, Lenore Simson
and Nick Wills (leader), and have just completed week 3 of the 9-week
Couch to 5K running programme, which aims to get us off the couch and
eventually running for 30 minutes. It’s done by a gradual build-up of runs,
starting with 1-minute runs with walking in between.
We meet three times a week at the Inch Park with lots of space and even
shade when we need it! Our ages vary (but none of us will see 40 again)
as do our individual running histories (from zero). The friendliness of the
group is a real bonus and Nick has a wealth of experience, advice and
anecdotes to encourage the doubters among us. None of us want to give
up now. By the end of July we should have completed the programme:
find out how we fared in the September magazine!
Lenore: ‘I'd thought about trying running in the past, but actually doing it
felt right out of my comfort zone, I hadn't even run for a bus in years!
Getting to week 3 feels like an achievement, it is challenging especially
on warm mornings or getting too comfy on the sofa! I'm glad I decided to
do it, it's great to be able to do something with others after lockdown, it's a
very supportive group which I really appreciate.’
Sue: ‘A very friendly group with a motivating and encouraging coach.
Everyone is making great progress.’
Christine: ‘I would certainly
have given up after the very
first run if I had attempted
this on my own. It is a huge
challenge for me. I am
amazed to have got to week
3, and would not have done
without Nick’s excellent
guidance, and of course my
friendly fellow-runners,
always accompanying without any feeling of competition!’
Janice: ‘It is surprisingly relaxed and fun!’
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Voice for Life
By Sheila Chisholm, Organist & Voice for Life Leader
Over the past year, the Junior Choristers have been meeting
individually with me on Zoom for Voice for Life. As with everything
this past year this has had its challenges, but everyone rose to the task
admirably. Like so many people over the world, we learned new methods
of teaching, learning, and playing games on Zoom, with much being
achieved. We also enjoyed Zoom
sessions when Nick came to discuss If you or your child are interested in
joining the Choir, please contact our
Liturgy and Christian Seasons.
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes:
Many congratulations are certainly
via office@stpetersedinburgh.org
due to the choristers! In June,
Catherine completed her Dark Blue Ribbon, and Lennox his Voice for Life
medal and White Ribbon. A few months ago, I reported that Emma had
completed her Light Blue medal. Many congratulations to them all for all
their hard work, which has definitely paid off! Although not quite managing
to complete it, Gwen too has continued working towards her Dark Blue
Ribbon. Unfortunately she tested positive for Covid-19 near the end of
term which meant that she was unable to attend the final few sessions, or
complete her Dark Blue ribbon before the holidays. During the year, the
children recorded some carols for Christmas, and the congregation
greatly enjoyed hearing Catherine sing two hymns during morning
services.
For information about Voice

Once restrictions eased a little in May, when for Life, please contact Sheila:
the weather permitted, we began meeting in
office@stpetersedinburgh.org
the church garden. It was wonderful to be
able to meet together again and see everyone ‘live’! We were also very
lucky indeed with the weather over the last few Thursdays of term!
Despite the restriction in numbers of who could meet up outdoors, with
the chaperone being Catherine and Emma’s mother, Christine Rednall,
we were able to do this within the Government regulations. Many thanks
go to Christine for her help, and for enabling us to meet together.
For the final session, we had a fun party with cake, nibbles, and a few
musical games, while discussion was also had about this past challenging
year. Looking ahead, we all sincerely hope that when we resume in
September, we just might be able to start meeting in the Choir Vestry and
singing as a Junior Choir again!
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Reading Group
Matthew Syed's Rebel Ideas: The power of diverse thinking
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
After finishing Hilary Cottam's book, Radical Help, we've
moved on to Matthew Syed's fascinating exploration into
the importance of cognitive diversity in complex decisionmaking and problem-solving. Using examples from the
failure of the CIA to prevent the 9/11 terror attacks to
code breaking during WWII and a disastrous climb on
Mt Everest, Syed explains how a wide and varied range
of perspectives is crucial to successful outcomes,
especially given the complexity of some of the challenges
we face in the world today.
If you get the chance to read this book over the summer, I highly
recommend it!
Our next discussion will take place on Tuesday 20th July. I’m sure there
will be plenty more books to discuss together in future, so please let me
know if you’re interested in joining future discussion
groups: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org

Helping Charities
St Peter’s continues officially to support and help a variety of charities
through this crisis. These include:
• Bethany Shelters: https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/
• Foodbank+ at the Community Church:
https://www.edinburghcitymission.org.uk/where-to-find-help/basicsbank.php
• ‘Steps to Hope’: https://www.stepstohope.co.uk/
• Fresh Start: https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/
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Hall Update
By Laura Bird, Development Officer
Members of St Peter’s congregation will be pleased to hear that your
support of the hall renewal programme continues to bear fruit.
For the past month the former dressing rooms behind the stage, now
bright wee offices, have been working hard as a language school. For
many years The Language Institute Edinburgh (TLIE) was a bustling
business operating out of a large town house in the West End, with ten
classrooms and 30 employees. Most of their custom comes from
international travel; students, business people and extended holiday
makers. As a niche within the travel and tourism industry, language
schools have been hard hit by the pandemic.
With still severe restrictions adult education classes can now happen in
person. TLIE has been running very small classes out of our rooms for
foreign nationals living in Edinburgh and keen to improve their English.
When travel restrictions finally lift, TLIE will be able to expand again and
probably look for new accommodation. In the meantime it has been both
a welcome source of income and a vote of confidence that a (now small)
business is able to operate successfully from what were previously two
cold, dreary, inaccessible rooms.
St Peter’s is blessed with large buildings and a car park in a city centre
location. This can be an asset and/or a burden. Thanks to you, members
of St Peter’s congregation, we are gradually turning our church estate into
a welcoming place other community and commercial groups want to use.

For information on how you can help to support God’s mission and
ministry in St Peter's through giving, please contact:
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson:
Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell
Both can be contacted via the office email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Toddler Group Resuming
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Due to the fact that St Peter's hall renovations are not yet complete, we
have been holding off on restarting our busy Toddler Groups. However, in
the coming weeks, we plan to begin some outdoor meet-ups, as we
realise that parents of young children are very eager to meet up after
such a long period of social distancing. Given the length of time that our
groups have been paused, we are likely looking at setting them up from
scratch again now, with a brand new group of parents, grandparents and
carers.
If you have young families in your life who might be interested in joining
us, please email me: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
and I can keep you updated as to when we will officially restart.

Vestry Update: June
By Andrew Sikes, Secretary to the Vestry
Following its decision to seek further professional design advice and cost
estimates in respect of the hall refurbishment, the principal topic for
discussion at June’s Vestry meeting was the appointment of consulting
engineers and designers to prepare costed options to heat, insulate and
light the main hall. It is possible that some works will require the formal
approval of the council before they can progress. Once advice and design
options have been received, the Vestry will be in an informed position to
make formal decisions on how best to progress the refurbishment of the
hall.
If you have any queries about the refurbishment works please do not
hesitate to contact me via the office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org, or
speak to a member of the Vestry.
Copies of Vestry minutes are available on request via the church office or
by contacting me directly.
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Eco Congregation
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
We have been busy assessing where St Peter's is at in terms of our
environmental work and activities and we are now at the point of
submitting our application for the Bronze Award. I will keep you posted as
the process unfolds.
If you want to know more about how Eco Congregation works, check out
their website: https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/
As always, we are thankful to the members of St Peter's who work hard to
keep us informed about sustainability issues and to remind us as to how
we can improve in this area. If you have questions, please email Kristee:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org

Climate Corner
By Christine Bethune & Anna Mattinson
Review roundup: dishwashing and laundry products:
Ecoleaf dishwasher tablets (c. £5.35/25 tablets)
They say: Made using ingredients derived from plant extracts from
sustainable sources … natural, biodegradable, and safer for the
environment. A built-in rinse aid, degreasing action, and powerful
cleaning agents to leave glasses and dishes sparkling. The inner film
coating dissolves in your dishwasher.
Christine writes: I swapped to these after losing patience with Ecover
tablets which left some marks on cutlery and come with a non-recyclable
wrap for each tablet. The Ecoleaf tablets do a better wash on a quick
programme, and the film dissolves into carbon dioxide and water. Anna
also uses these and has no complaints.
EcoEgg (c. £9.99/70 laundry washes. Refill £4.99/50 washes)
They say: A complete replacement for laundry detergent and fabric
conditioner … originally developed for those with sensitive skin. Simply fill
the egg with mineral pellets and place in your washing machine on top of
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your laundry. The natural mineral pellets draw dirt from your laundry
leaving it clean and feeling soft.
Christine writes: I’ve been using an Ecoegg for some time – it works
really well and I’m nowhere near having to refill it yet. I use it on a 30°C
cycle and only occasionally on a hotter wash (muddy jeans etc.) Very
handy – no measuring or spills!
Soapnuts (c. £4.99/250g/30+ laundry washes)
They say: Himalayan soapnuts are from a sustainable source and are
one of the most eco-friendly ways to do your laundry … organic,
sustainably grown, vegan. Ideal for those with allergies. [Put] 5-10 shells
in the cotton pouch. Pop it in with your laundry. The hot (or warm) water
releases the saponin (soap) from the shells. You can use the same shells
3 times!
Christine says: No complaints so far – as good as the ecoegg, easy to
use and the shells are compostable.
Guppyfriend washing bag (c. £28)
They say: Prevents microplastic fibres from entering rivers and oceans
through the washing of synthetic textiles. The broken fibres collect in the
corners of the washing bag after washing and can be easily removed and
disposed of.
Christine writes: Easy to use. About the size of a pillowcase. Fill no more
than half full and put on a cotton or cool wash. Easy to use and good for
keeping small items together. No regrets about buying this!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------‘Do your little bit of good where you are;
It’s those little bits of good put together
That overwhelm the world.’
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Front and Back Cover pictures taken by Rev Nick Wills.
If you would like to contribute a picture for consideration, please send it to
the office! office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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At the End of the Day: A mirror of questions
What dreams did I create last night?
Where did my eyes linger today?
Where was I blind?
Where was I hurt without anyone noticing?
What did I learn today?
What did I read?
What new thoughts visited me?
What differences did I notice in those closest to me?
Whom did I neglect?
What did I begin today that might endure?
How were my conversations?
What did I do today for the poor and the excluded?
Did I remember the dead today?
Where could I have exposed myself to the risk of something different?
Where did I allow myself to receive love?
With whom today did I feel most myself?
What reached me today? How deep did it imprint?
Who saw me today?
What visitations had I from the past and from the future?
What did I avoid today?
From the evidence - why was I given this day?
John O'Donohue, To Bless the Space between Us
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Love does not grow on trees and is not bought in the market.
But if one wants to be ‘loved’
one must first know how to give unconditional love.
Kabir
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Keeping in Touch
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give
whatever support is needed, with updates and additional material for
services and upcoming events being emailed out to congregational
members each Saturday evening.
If you do not already receive these emails and wish to get in touch, attend
our coffee mornings, and/or attend our Sunday evening ‘Songs of Praise’
Zoom service, please email Sheila via the church office:
office@stpetersedinburgh.org.
The Ministry team can also be contacted via the office.
Rector: Rev Nick Wills

Associate Priest: Rev Sue Whitehouse

Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
For the most up-to-date information about what is happening, please
check the website: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ and blog:
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog

Pastoral Visits
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue
know.
The guidance for Pastoral Visits is always changing and for the past
many months our Clergy have generally not been allowed to make
Pastoral Visits to people's homes.
Some visits are now allowed (unless the individual is in quarantine or has
symptoms of Covid-19) but they have to conform to very clear SEC
guidelines in order to maintain the safety of everyone. Please do not put
pressure on Nick or Sue to break the guidelines as they are unable to do
so.
Our Clergy are still not being permitted to visit hospitals, but are able to
put patients in touch with the Hospital Chaplaincy for Pastoral Visits.
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Baptism
Sunday 13th June, 2021: Quinn Philip Garden

In Memory...
Georgina Clayton 15th December 1932 - 13th June 2021
A long-standing member of St Peter’s, Georgina was a Vestry member for
a number of years. Being a passionate gardener, she
also most ably organised the church garden group, and
in its early days was very active in encouraging
St Peter’s to become an eco-congregation. Greatly
missed from her chosen pew at the front left of church
when she moved into St Margaret’s Care Home a few
years ago, Georgina passed away lovingly cared for in
the Erskine Home. She is survived by son Roger and
family, who live in South Africa, her daughter Harriet, Harriet’s husband
John, and their children Georgina & Jack.

Dates for the Diary
Sundays ! 10.45am ! Communion Service ! In Church
Thursdays ! 11am ! Communion Service ! In Church
Thursdays ! 10.30am-11.30am ! Coffee Morning ! On Zoom

July
Tues 6th ! Walking Group ! 10.30am - c. 12.30 ! Torphin area
Fri 16th ! Walking Group ! 2pm - c. 5pm ! Fife fishing villages
Fri 30th ! Walking Group ! 11am - c. 4pm ! East Lothian

August
Tues 10th ! Walking Group ! 10.30am ! Pentland Hills
Fri 20th ! September Magazine Deadline
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Sunday Readings
4th July

Ezekiel 2: 1-5 ! Psalm 123 !
*2 Corinthians 12: 2-10 ! *Mark 6: 1-13

11th July

Amos 7: 7-15 ! Psalm 85: 8-13 !
*Ephesians 1: 3-14 ! *Mark 6: 14-29

18th July

Jeremiah 23: 1-6 ! Psalm 23 !
*Ephesians 2: 11-22 ! *Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56

25th July

2 Kings 4: 43-44 ! Psalm 145: 10-19 !
*Ephesians 3: 14-21 ! *John 6: 1-21

1st August

Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15 ! Psalm 78: 23-29 !
*Ephesians 4: 1-6 ! *John 6: 24-35

8th August

1 Kings 19: 4-8 ! Psalm 34: 1-8 !
*Ephesians 4: 25 - 5: 2 ! *John 6: 35, 41-51

15th August

Proverbs 9: 1-6 ! Psalm 34: 9-14 !
*Ephesians 5: 15-20 ! *John 6: 51-58

22nd August

Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18 ! Psalm 34: 15-22 !
*Ephesians 6: 10-20 ! *John 6: 56-69

29th August

Deuteronomy 4: 1-2, 6-9 ! Psalm 15 !
*James 1: 17-27 ! *Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23

*The passages being read.

Magazine Articles

DEADLINE for the
September issue is

Please email or submit your articles and
th
photographs asap, to: office@stpetersedinburgh.org Friday 20 August
Thank you!
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People
CLERGY
Rector:
Associate Priest:

Rev Nick Wills
Rev Sue Whitehouse

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES
Lay Representative: Liz Philp
Alternate Lay Representative: Roddy Simson
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes
Organist: Sheila Chisholm
Organ Scholar: Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu
Choir Warden: Fiona Barton
Community Development Officer: Kristee Boyd:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
Servers’ Guild: Bill Polson
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday): Kristee Boyd
Monday Group: Jane Sutherland
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am): Delia Keir
CHURCH OFFICERS
Vestry Secretary: Andrew Sikes
Hon Treasurer: Duncan McKinnell
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson
Sacristan: Liz Mackay
Verger: Deborah Waterson
Fire Warden: Pam Dugan
Hall Bookings: Laura Bird: development@stpetersedinburgh.org
Finance Convenor: Ralph Garden
Works Convenor: Liz Mackay
Social/Outreach COG Convenor: Liz Hare
All these people can also be contacted via: office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Church Office: 0131 662 9171 (A message can be left on the answer machine,
but please note it may be a few days before messages are heard and dealt with.)
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