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From the Rector 
Rev Nick Wills 

In the last few weeks it has been a delight to 
worship with the full choir - the first time for me since 
my incognito visit to St Peter's this time 2 years ago! 
I have been very grateful to Rupert, Sheila and the 
choir for their patience as we have reached this 
position cautiously and safely - I am sure you will 
join me in congratulating them on their magnificent 
return, sounding so wonderful after so long unable 
to sing together. We look ahead to Remembrance 
Sunday, this year falling on 14th November, when I 
know that the choir will help us to remember with 
dignity those who lost their lives through war. 

All of our choir, and our whole church, were 
shocked and saddened by the death of our good 
friend, Ian Gillespie. His Funeral Service included 
reflections on his wonderful career as a Consultant 
Radiologist, his love of travel, food and Newcastle 
United, and, of course, his lifelong passion for the 
organ and choral music. I feel privileged to have 
known Ian, and to have ministered to his family 
over recent weeks. 

This year's AGM went very well. Thank you to 
everyone who delayed their lunch in order to stay 
and be a part of it. At the meeting I extended my 
sincere and heartfelt thanks to two members of the 
Vestry who have moved on from their roles after contributing significantly 
to the life of the church in recent years. Duncan McKinnell, retiring as 
Treasurer, leaves our finances in a very healthy position and we are very 
grateful for his effective stewardship.  

Andy Sikes has been Secretary to the Vestry through some tough and 
unprecedented times and has guided us through it all with patience, 
efficiency and calmness. Both have been a huge support to me as I have 
got to grips with leading the church through a pandemic whilst also 
learning about the workings of the SEC! Thank you to them both, they will 
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leave difficult boots to fill! We also extended our thanks to Godwin Obika, 
who has finished his term on the Vestry, for his faithful and prayerful 
contributions.  

I am pleased to be able to announce that Laura Bird, our Buildings 
Manager has agreed to become Treasurer, as an extension to her current 
role. As an employee of St Peter's, it is best practice for Laura to not be a 
voting Trustee member of Vestry but will instead be an officer reporting to 
Vestry. I am also delighted that Janice Allister has taken on the role of 
Secretary - I am very grateful for her willingness to take on this role and 
look forward to working together with her going forward. 

As Janice is already a Vestry member, this leaves us with three vacancies 
that were not filled at the AGM. Vestry are able to co-opt new members 
after the AGM so it's not too late if you feel that it could be something you 
could offer to the church at this time. However, I do not want anyone to feel 
pressured or guilty if now is not the right time for you. If you are interested 
but would like to know more please contact myself or another Vestry 
member or read more about it on the SEC's website here:  
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/vestry-resources/vestry-
responsibilities/responsibilities-of-the-vestry/ 

As the nights draw in and winter approaches we have one final St Peter's 
Walk on 26th October, just before the publication of this magazine. Thank 
you to everyone who has planned and led walks and all those who have 
taken part - they have been an enriching and enjoyable addition to our 
activities as a church, and an invaluable source of support for many of us 
at times when we were unable to socialise indoors. 

I am very pleased that we are progressing our application to become an 
Eco Congregation. Kristee has worked very hard to collate all the evidence 
required to gain an award. We were aiming for a Bronze award but may be 
able to attain Silver - thank you to everyone who works hard to respect and 
value God's creation at St Peter's. There is much still to do but this is an 
encouraging recognition for our progress so far. 

We are not yet through the pandemic and are still in a precarious position 
as a nation. I fear that restrictions may return during the winter months, but 
the Vestry will continue its approach of considering the needs of the most 
vulnerable, and always operating within Government and SEC guidelines. 
As such we plan for events such as our tree lighting ceremony on Advent 
Sunday, in the hope that they will be as they have in previous years but 
with an awareness that our plans may need to change at short notice. 
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Finally, as I sign off and get packed for my holiday, I would like to thank 
Sue for covering for me while I am away, in worship and pastoral matters, 
and Chris Martin for again sharing his ministry with St Peter's as he 
preaches.  

With my prayers and best wishes, 
Nick 

Children's Church 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Every Sunday, Kristee and a second adult take the children down to the 
hall for games and activities. If you are new to St Peter’s and your children 
would like to join Children’s Church, keep an eye out for the group leaving 
when everyone stands for the second reading. We come back up to church 
in time for communion. All children are most welcome.  

If you have any questions, please see Kristee after the service or email her 
at communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

International Student Cafe 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Many thanks to Nick and Becky for the lovely lasagne lunch they offered to 
St Peter’s university students to kick off our International Student Cafe 
after the summer break. Weather permitting, our next social event will be 
mini golf and, possibly, a BBQ! St Peter’s students and young adults will 
be emailed about this in the near future.  

If you know of a young adult or student who might like to join us, please let 
Kristee know: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Magazine Articles  
Please email or submit your articles      
and photographs to Sheila asap to 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org   
Thank you!	 

The DEADLINE for the       
December/January issue is 

THURSDAY 18th November 
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Finding my voice & finding my cause 
By Christine Rednall 
Last year in News & Views I contributed a piece called a ‘Quiet Voice’.  

After Nick’s Harvest sermon I was inspired again to write another article. 
His prompt for us as Christians to find our voices and find our causes really 
resonated. In a world where we are bombarded by others’ voices it can be 
so easy to ignore one’s own quiet voice of reason and the moral, ethical 
and Christian compass which we all possess.  

Finding my voice and cause is therefore something I am challenging 
myself to do … more about that later. 

I have recently taken on my first headship of an amazing primary school in 
East Lothian. I often find myself falling back on my moral and Christian 
values when I am unsure what my actions need to be. I also find the 
words, actions and voices of others of use.  

And yet I have started to listen to my own voice. It’s a quiet voice which is 
sick of injustice, sick of inequality and sick when the haves do not help the 
have nots. However I feel I can’t make a difference to everyone and I 
confess I do feel powerless sometimes in the face of such overwhelming 
need. 

So what can I or we do? I am reminded of the following story:  

One day a man was walking along the beach when he noticed a boy 
picking something up and gently throwing it into the ocean. 

Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are you doing?” 

The youth replied, “Throwing starfish back into the ocean. The surf is up 
and the tide is going out. If I don’t throw them back, they’ll die.” 

“Son,” the man said, “don’t you realize there are miles and miles of beach 
and hundreds of starfish? You can’t make a difference!” 

After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another starfish, and 
threw it back into the surf. 

Then, smiling at the man, he said ...“I made a difference for that one.” 
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So … what do I take from this simple story? I can make a difference to the 
life of at least one child … every day and - one every day - well soon that 
adds up to a whole beach. 

So to finding my cause … as head teacher I know I make a difference 
every day. But as a person who has … what more could I do? 

The image of the harvest collection and the injustice of food banks being a 
necessity for some made me realise that for some children, if there is no 
money for food, there is certainly never going to be money for books. 

As an educator with a lifelong love of reading and learning this thought 
saddens me greatly.  

I’ve decided I’m going to explore how to give books to food banks which 
could then be given in addition to the food to families with children.  

Essentially, I’m looking at how to give free ‘Books to Bairns’. 

If you are interested in this too, then please get in touch with me as it 
would be great to give the gift of books to as many children as possible.  

So my quiet voice is getting louder. 

Together all our quiet voices can make a difference. 

Christine can be contacted via the office, office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Tree Lighting Ceremony 
By Liz Hare, Community Outreach Group (COG) Convenor 

We are hoping to hold our child-friendly Tree 
Lighting Ceremony this year. If we do, it will be 
held in the early evening on Advent Sunday, 28th 
November. Hopefully there will be carols and 
refreshments, but what we do will have to be 
according to the current restrictions at the time.  

Restrictions permitting, it is also hoped that we can 
hold another Burns Supper on Saturday 22nd 
January, 2022.  

Please put these dates into your diary and look out for further details! 
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Toddler Group  
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 
It’s been such a pleasure to restart our Toddler Groups indoors after such 
a long time! Although we are, in some ways, beginning again from scratch 
as many of our past toddlers have started school in the last year, we have 
had the pleasure of welcoming some new families already. We are serving 
tea and coffee, as well as individual snack bowls, to avoid sharing from 
common plates as we used to. We currently run on Mondays and 
Thursdays during term time, from 10am-11.30am. Our times are slightly 
reduced to allow for thorough cleaning before and after.  

All families with young children are welcome to come along to our Toddler 
Groups, including grandparents, nannies and other carers. If you have any 
questions, email Kristee at communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Vestry Update: 6th October 
By Andrew Sikes, Secretary to the Vestry 
The pattern of worship and measures to keep safe those attending 
services at St Peter’s were the main topics of discussion for the Vestry at 
its October meeting. In short, the Vestry resolved to continue with the 
current pattern of worship and to allow for the introduction of additional 
sung elements into services. The Vestry also agreed to continue its 
cautious approach to the relaxation of safeguarding measures, particularly 
in light of the rising number of active COVID cases in Edinburgh. 

AGM 
By Andrew Sikes, Secretary to the Vestry, until the AGM 24 October, 2021 

The Annual General Meeting took place after the morning service on 
24th October in the church hall. The meeting was chaired by Rev Nick 
Wills, and attended by over 40 members of the congregation. The main 
focus of the meeting was to receive and approve the 2020-2021 annual 
report and accounts, which were duly approved. It also received an update 
on proposals to refurbish the main hall, which have stalled due to 
difficulties in securing the necessary materials and labour. 
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The meeting marked the retiral of Duncan McKinnell, Godwin Obika and 
Andrew Sikes from the Vestry. No nominations were received for election 
to the Vestry. The meeting did, however, elect Liz Philp and Roddy Simson 
as Lay and Alternate Lay Representative, respectively. 

If you were unable to attend the meeting and wish to receive a copy of the 
2020-2021 annual reports and accounts and a summary of group 
activities, please do not hesitate to contact me via the office, 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

Addendum (JA) 
In Nick’s report, he expressed his thanks for the support he and Becky 
have received over the extraordinarily difficult circumstances since his 
arrival at the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic. He outlined important 
developments particularly in the increasing use of the church hall by 
regular and responsible community users with social needs. This has also 
made business sense. It could preclude other occasional use. 

There was an additional “emergency” meeting of the new Vestry to discuss 
urgent matters immediately after the AGM. It was agreed that Janice 
Allister should take over from Andrew Sikes as secretary who had now 
finished his duties. The most important item was to reconsider the lease 
agreement to the Edinburgh Festival C-Venues which was due by 31st 
October. After careful thought, as its all-encompassing nature is not 
compatible with our year-round, long-term lets to community organisations, 
it was decided, with some regret, to give notice to terminate the lease.  

Another item was the Christmas Tree-lighting ceremony! It is hoped to 
include the community users of the hall in making decorations. It is very 
much hoped that the ceremony will go ahead. Trees are being ordered as 
last year.  

The Vestry’s next meeting is planned for 17th November. It could consider 
then whether to co-opt members of the congregation onto the Vestry.  

A message from Janice Allister  
Secretary to the Vestry from after the AGM, 24th October, 2021 
I am challenged again and again by Jesus’ idea of service to one another. 
Andy has set a wonderful example, despite having a heavy day job 
commitment. My work as a GP is only part-time now as I look towards 
retirement. I have served as secretary before to various voluntary groups. I 
hope I can fulfil the responsibilities of this one and rely on your support and 
understanding.  
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Thank you from all in St Peter’s  
We in St Peter’s all give our sincere thanks to both Andrew Sikes as 
Secretary to the Vestry, and Duncan McKinnell as Treasurer, for their 
unstinting, dedicated and faithful service over the past few years. We are 
enormously grateful for all they have both given to these time consuming 
roles. 

We also sincerely thank both Janice Allister and Laura Bird, for agreeing to 
take over as Secretary to the Vestry and Treasurer respectively. We wish 
them all the very best in their new roles. 

St Peter's Book Club 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

By the time the magazine comes out, we will have just finished reading our 
current book: The Islamist, by Ed Hussain. We will be choosing a new 
book within the next week, so if you are interested, please get in touch with 
Kristee ASAP so that you don’t miss out! We have decided to run the 
group on the last Monday of each month - therefore, our next meet-up will 
be on Monday 29th November at 7:30pm. These groups have given us 
some wonderful opportunities to discuss faith, spiritual practice and the 
mission and work of St Peter’s in our community.  

New members are always welcome and if you would like to join us and to 
receive the Zoom link, please email Kristee at 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Walking Group 
During September and October, the Walking Group had a walk to 
Cramond Island and around Roslin Glen. The one around Almondell 
Country Park was held too late to include in this issue. Thank you to Liz 
and Alec, who led the two walks, and accounts of them are below.  
Friday 27th September, Cramond Island, By Liz Mackay, Leader 
It was the first day of autumn with pouring rain first thing but five hardy folk 
turned up. With the tide far out the view was a bit dismal, with the best 
looking route being the higher walkway. It suddenly ends with small tricky 
steps down to the lower path. The first impression on the island was of 
solitude despite an obvious path, a vandalised signboard and Google’s 
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warning of crowds. Almost immediately people came out from behind the 
trees towards us, and glancing back along the causeway there was a large 
group of children following. Our inspection of the island was fairly thorough 
but due to the weather, we were not stopping for our snacks. Back on the 
mainland there was nowhere for coffee but the sun tried to come out and a 
picnic table fitted the bill as we enjoyed lunch together.  

Wednesday 13th October, Roslin Glen, By Alec Mann, Leader 
We met at the famous 15th-century Rosslyn Chapel. Next to it is the old 
Rosslyn Hotel, dated 1660, and visited by various notables such as          
Dr Johnson and Boswell, Wordsworth, and Edward VII. (Not to be 
confused with the ‘Original Rosslyn Hotel’ in the village, which is 200 years 
newer.) We walked down to Roslin Castle, situated on a high promontory 
above the North Esk, approached by a bridge, before walking under this 
bridge down to the Esk and following a rough path down river, mainly 
through woodland with its beautiful autumn colours. There were lots of ups 
and downs, but mostly downs.   
At times the river could be seen far below. Despite recent rain, the path 
wasn't as muddy as I had feared. Halfway along, we passed Hawthornden 
Castle on the other bank. After another long downhill stretch, we reached 
river level at Hewan Bank nature reserve where the river takes a sharp 
180-degree turn, and the only way out is up - a zigzag climb, with over a 
hundred steps, to the ridge between the Esk and Bilston Glen. Nearby on 
a hill are scanty remains of a prehistoric fort (which we didn't visit). We got 
a glimpse of the A-listed former railway viaduct that leaps over Bilston Glen 
with a 330-foot steel truss span; it now carries a cycle and foot path. 
Heading back to Roslin was a much easier stroll along level paths and 
roads, and we passed the monument to the Battle of Roslin (1303), one of 
the skirmishes in the War of Independence. The walk took two and a 
quarter hours, exactly as advertised, and we ended with lunch at the 
Original Rosslyn Hotel before returning home. 

Details of previous walks can be found online at: 
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-walking-group 

More walks will be organised for 2022, and please let Sheila know if you 
would like to receive the St Peter's Walking Group emails. This then 
means that you will receive the most up-to-date information about the 
walks together with a reminder about each one; if any last minute changes 
have had to be made; and very importantly, to book your space with the 
leader of the walk. office@stpetersedinburgh.org  
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Music Notes  
By Rupert Forbes, Director of Music                                                      

Choir Rehearsals take place for the adult choir on Thursday evenings from 
7.45pm – 9.30pm in church and new members are welcome just to turn up 
to a rehearsal or to speak to me after a 
service. Entry to the church is through 
the Clergy Vestry door, next to the 
Bowling Club. If the door is locked, 
please just ring the bell!  

Junior choristers (for children aged 8-16) meet with Sheila for Voice for Life 
at 6.15pm, followed by junior choir 
practice at 7.00pm, joining with the 
adults from 7.45pm - 8.00pm. 

On Advent Sunday, we plan to present 
various Voice for Life Medals and 
ribbons, and appoint a new Head Chorister. 

Hugh Morris, the Director of the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM), of 
which we are members, is leading a ‘Meet the Director’ event where 
members have the opportunity to find out more about RSCM activity as 
well as ask Hugh questions. In addition, to celebrate Peter Nardone's 
Kilcreggan Mass, Hugh will be leading a workshop on it during the session. 
This is being held in St Peter’s at 7.30pm on Friday 5th November.  

To book, please use the following link, remembering to book as a 
member of the RSCM. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/meet-the-director-
tickets-194522290407 

Congratulations!  
Many congratulations to one of our choir 
members, Anna Mattinson, and to Adam 
McKinlay, who were married in St Peter’s on 
Saturday 16th October!  
More photos can be found on page 23. 

If you or your child are interested 
in joining the Choir, please 

contact Rupert via the office. 

For information about Voice for Life, 
please contact Sheila, 

office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Monday Group 
By Liz Philp 

Our meeting on Monday 18th October at 2.30pm in the church hall, the first 
in-person meeting since February 2020, was a great success. It was so 
good to be able to chat over a cuppa, enjoying splendid cakes provided by 
Jane. Liz extracted annual subscriptions out of people and we are 
delighted to say that we now have 3 fully paid-up male members – yay! 

This month’s meeting will be on Monday 15th November, again at 2.30pm 
in the hall. A talk about Unst, the most northerly inhabited island of the 
Shetland Islands. Our speaker, Lesley Main, was born and brought up in a 
croft on the island. All welcome. We will then meet on Monday 13th 
December, hopefully some kind of Christmas party, details to be decided. 

Membership is £5 per year plus £1 on the day when attending a meeting. 
All are most welcome to all our meetings, you don’t have to be a Monday 
Group member, nor even a member of St Peter’s. Bring your friends, just 
expect to pay £1 if you come. 

We would be most grateful to anyone who would be prepared to give a talk. 
Please contact our secretary Pam Dugan via the office, 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

 

Eco-Matters 
Eco Congregation 
This month we will submit our action plan, and will hopefully hear soon 
which award we have achieved thus far. We will let you know as soon as 
we find out! If you want to participate in St Peter’s Eco-Congregation work, 
please email Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Cop 26, 29th October -12th November 
Eco-Congregation Scotland is having both an active virtual and a physical 
presence during COP 26 in Glasgow. Based at Govan and Linthouse 
Parish Church, from Monday 1st November they will be partnering for daily 
prayer with the group ‘Green Christian’. https://greenchristian.org.uk/. If 
between 29th October and 12th November you are able to support as a 
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volunteer in Glasgow, please call 0141 423 4671 / 07554 905275. More 
pilgrimages, activities and events are also planned.  

The Eco Congregation website, https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/ 
has more information of their involvement in COP 26, and how to link in to 
events. 

‘Stitches for Survival’ 
By Anna Mattinson 

Adam and I went to York Minister a couple of weeks ago with my 
Grandfather. He is a tour guide there; something that he loves. Adam was 
able to experience his first Grandpa tour! I have had several over the 
years, but there is always something new to learn or see.   

There was an exhibition on called ‘Stitches for Survival’. 36 panels, each 
60 x 100cm, had been handcrafted, depicting various scenes relating to 
the environment and climate change. They were suspended like a giant 
lamp shade in amongst the arches.   

In November, at the COP 26 Climate Conference in Glasgow, these 36 
panels will be joined together with many others created across the UK to 
create a 1.5 mile protest banner. The different panels will represent the 
2015 Paris Agreement target to limit global warming. The banner will be 
displayed on the weekend of 6th/7th November, most likely on Glasgow 
Green. What an impressive display of craftsmanship and teamwork! 
Stitches for Survival is a group that does lots of art and craftwork to convey 
important environmental messages.  

More information can be found at www.stitchesforsurvival.earth  

‘Ring out for Climate’ 
Church bells have traditionally been used as warnings, and at 6pm on 
Sunday 31st October all churches with bells are being encouraged to ring 
them as a voice for Climate Justice at COP 26. Do listen out for them! 

Feeding the Birds 
Any contributions of birdseed and/or fat balls for the bird feeders in the 
church garden are gratefully received. These can either be left at the back 
of church before/after a service, or handed into the office when someone is 
there. Contact Liz Mackay via the office for more information. Email, 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Christmas Hampers for Refugees 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Every year, I am touched by the generosity of St Peter’s congregation, who 
always step up to purchase and help deliver Christmas hampers for new 
refugee families across Edinburgh. Many thanks to those who have 
already contacted me. We have some hampers left, so please do let me 
know if you would like to purchase one for £40, or if you can help to deliver 
them in December. Bear in mind that they are usually bulky and heavy, so 
delivering without a car will be a challenge, especially as most deliveries 
are to the outer areas of the city! If you have any questions, don’t hesitate 
to contact Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

 

Welcoming Event for Syrian Refugees 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

On Saturday, 20th November, we will be hosting an event for new Syrian 
families at St Peter’s. This event will be run together with the wonderful folk 
from Edinburgh City Mission. We are not yet certain of how many 
volunteers might be needed but, if you are interested in helping out, please 
do contact Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

Many thanks to Nick for his support of this event and to Liz Hare from 
COG, who will be playing a key role in helping artistically! Exact times are 
not yet set but more information will be provided as we get closer to the 
date. 

We are in the process of upgrading the St Peter's phone and broadband 
service to be faster and cheaper. However this means changing the office 
phone number.  
As soon as we know the new number it will go in the weekly email. Sheila 
and Laura will then track down all mentions of the old phone number and 
replace it with the new number. 
Please bear with us through this process! Thank you. 
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Memorial Window 
By Laura Bird, Buildings Manager 

For me, the most outstanding stained glass 
window in St Peter’s is St George and                
St Andrew. George stands astride the 
beautiful dragon he has slain and Andrew 
catches a surprisingly cheerful looking fish. 
Below him an angel or mother prays in a pine 
forest. Looking at the inscription you can see 
that it is dedicated to two young brothers John 
and Andrew Baxendine, who were sons of 
Andrew Baxendine bookseller and publisher and his wife Alice Mary Riley.   

Using Ancestry.com and the internet in general I have tried to piece 
together some information about the family. Apologies to the family for any 
inaccuracies. 

Andrew senior was born in Penicuik to a blacksmith father with four 
brothers and two sisters. Later they moved to Tower Street, Portobello.  By 
age 18 he was a bookseller’s assistant at Bath Street. Alice was born at 
Derby to Walker and Betsy Riley and later lived in Middlesbrough. Her 
father was an ironworks clerk and aged 14 Alice worked as a shop 
assistant. She married Andrew in Middlesbrough in 1891. They were 
probably aged 23 and 29.   

At some point Andrew set himself up as a bookseller and publisher at 15 
Chambers Street, presumably serving the university market, like James 
Thin and Bauermeisters before their demise. Many of the books he 
published are still changing hands on second hand and antiquarian 
websites. By 1901 the family were at Sciennes Road and had one live-in 
fifteen-year-old maid, Margaret Elliot, to help out. The family later moved to 
McLaren Road. 

John, the second of nine children and the eldest son, was born in 1893.  
After attending George Watson’s he joined his father’s business. He was 
also a member of Edinburgh University Officers' Training Corps and joined 
the Border Regiment in April 1915. He served with the Mediterranean 
expeditionary force at Gallipoli, where he contracted dysentery. He was 
sent to Suez to recover and then to France. On 1 July 1916 he was killed 
on the first day of the battle of the Somme leading his men. He was 23. 
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Andrew, the fourth child and their second son was born 1896. After 
attending Watson’s he followed his brother into the family business. In 
March 1916 he joined Royal Scots. After two and half years of continuous 
service he died of bronchial pneumonia and malaria in Greece, aged 22, a 
few days before sailing for home. 

John and Andrew had two younger sisters and two younger brothers.  
What a hole they must have left in this prosperous thriving family.  

Some 40 years on from their deaths, in 
1955, their youngest sister Alice, now Mrs 
Fletcher of Corbiehill Grove, instituted The 
Baxendine Prize for Classics at Watson’s, 
shortly before her own death. It is one of 
several prizes and cups at that school in 
memory of young men slain in WWI. 

Andrew Baxendine died in 1935, leaving the 
business in his younger sons’ hands. His 
estate was worth £3,900. Alice died in 1939. 

 I would love to know more about the commission and artist of John and 
Andrew’s memorial window. Do get in touch if you have more information 
and we can have an update next Remembrance Sunday. 

St Andrew Declaration 
By Liz Philp, Lay Representative 

At the General Assembly in May 2021 and at the General Synod in June 
2021, the Church of Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church each 
voted to adopt the ‘Saint Andrew Declaration’. 

The Declaration states, for the first time, that each Church formally 
recognises one another as part of the one Church of Jesus Christ and it 
lays the foundations, through a series of Acknowledgements and 
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Commitments, for our two Churches to work together in response to our 
common calling to minister to the whole people of Scotland. 

Church leaders, clergy, and members – in fact all who have an interest in 
promoting ecumenical work between the churches in Scotland – are invited 
to an online day conference, to be held on 30th November to mark and 
celebrate the adoption of the St Andrew Declaration. 

More information on the conference and how to register can be found on 
the Scottish Episcopal Church Website,  
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/?s=St+Andrew+Declaration 

Following the conference, a service will take place to celebrate the           
St Andrew Declaration, during which the Most Rev Mark Strange, Primus 
of the Scottish Episcopal Church and Lord Wallace of Tankerness, 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland will sign the 
Declaration. It will be held at 4.30pm on 30th November in St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Palmerston Place, Edinburgh. All are welcome. The service will 
also be available on live-stream. 

The Saint Andrew Declaration is an initiative of the Our Common Calling 
Working Group, a joint working group of the Church of Scotland’s 
Committee on Ecumenical Relations and the Scottish Episcopal Church’s 
Inter Church Relations Committee.  

Keeping in Touch  
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give 
whatever support is needed, with updates and additional material for 
services and upcoming events being emailed out to congregational 
members each Saturday evening.  

If you do not already receive these emails and wish to get in touch, please 
email Sheila via the church office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org.          

The Ministry team can also be contacted via the office, 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org  
Rev Nick Wills & Rev Sue Whitehouse 
Kristee Boyd: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org  

For the most up-to-date information about what is happening, please 
check the website: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ and blog: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog 
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Pastoral Care 
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue 
know.  

The guidance for Pastoral Visits is always changing and for the past many 
months our Clergy have generally not been allowed to make Pastoral 
Visits to people's homes.  

Some home visits are now allowed (unless the individual is in quarantine 
or has symptoms of Covid-19) but the Clergy have to conform to very clear 
SEC guidelines in order to maintain the safety of everyone.  

They are now being allowed to visit some hospital wards on a case-by-
case basis. If there is a request for a visit, Nick makes contact with the 
Chaplaincy Team first to find out if the Clergy are allowed to visit. 

Please do not put pressure on Nick or Sue to break the prevailing 
guidelines as they are unable to do so. 

 

Office Hours 
Sheila now works as Administrator on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Sunday, with emails regarding church usually being attended to on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The rest of her hours are taken up 
with other tasks. The office is still closed, but if you need to see her to do 
something in the office, please arrange a time with her to be 
there. office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

 

Rector's days off  
In this day and age when technology means everyone can be contacted 
constantly, the SEC has published a new policy that all serving Clergy 
should have two days off a week. Friday and Saturday are now our 
Rector's days off, and we hope that all will respect this. On these days, 
please only contact him if it is an emergency. Thank you. 
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In Memory... 
Dr Ian Gillespie, 19th May, 1953 - 11th October, 2021  

The congregation have been deeply shocked by 
the unexpected, sudden and tragic passing of a 
much loved and respected member of St Peter’s. 
Ian became ill while deputising as organist, and 
sadly died the following week. He was a very highly 
esteemed and respected Consultant Radiologist, 
specialising in Vascular and Interventional 
Radiology, working for most of his career at the 
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, with spells at 
Raigmore Hospital in Inverness, Mount Sinai 
Hospital in Toronto and Christchurch Hospital in 

New Zealand. Singing in the choir of St Peter’s, he was passionate about 
the organ, choral, and church music. A very active member who was 
involved in many areas of church life, Ian led church walks, helped with the 
Bethany Shelters and Fresh Start, had served on Vestry, and would do 
anything to help anyone. His smile, twinkling eyes, wisdom, integrity, 
humour, compassion and kindness will all be sorely missed. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Ian’s wife, Morag, daughters, Sarah and Alison, 
brother Graeme, and all of his extended family. 

Sunday Readings     *The passages being read. 

7th November  Pentecost 24 
*1 Kings 17: 8-16 ! Psalm 146 ! Hebrews 9: 24-28 ! *Mark 12: 38-44 

14th November  Remembrance Sunday 
Job 19: 21-27 ! Psalm 90 ! *1 Corinthians 15: 51-57 ! *John 6: 37-40 

21st November  Christ the King 
Daniel 7: 9-10,13-14 ! Psalm 93 ! *Revelation 1: 4b-8 ! *John 18: 33b-37 

28th November  Advent Sunday 
Jeremiah 33: 14-16 ! Psalm 25: 1-9 ! *1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 !         
*Luke 21: 25-36 
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Dates for the Diary   
Services 
Sundays ! 9am ! Communion Service ! Traditional Language with no 
music or sermon. 
Sundays ! 10.45am ! Communion Service ! Modern language, with choir 
& congregational singing. 

1st Thursday of the month ! 11am ! Communion Service ! Traditional 
Language with no music or sermon. 

Regular Events 
Mondays & Thursday ! 10am-11.30am ! Toddler Group  
Thursdays ! 6.15pm, Voice for Life ! 7pm-8pm, Junior Choir !        
7.45pm, Adult Choir   

Special Events in November 
Thursday 4th ! 11am ! Communion Service ! Traditional Language with 
no music or sermon. 
Sunday 14th !  10.45am ! Remembrance Day Service, with an Act of 
Remembrance 
Monday 15th ! 2.30pm-4.30pm ! Monday Group, Speaker Lesley Main.  
Thursday 18th ! December/January Magazine Deadline 
Saturday 20th !  Time TBC !  Welcoming Event for Refugees 
Sunday 28th !  9am & 10.45am ! Advent Sunday Service 
Sunday 28th ! Tree Lighting Ceremony (TBC This is still provisional and 
please check nearer the time if it is happening.) 
Monday 29th ! 7.30pm ! Reading Group (On Zoom) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For information on how you can help to support God’s mission and 
ministry in St Peter's through giving, please contact: 

Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson, office@stpetersedinburgh.org   
Treasurer: Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector    Rev Nick Wills      

Associate Priest  Rev Sue Whitehouse   

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative, Liz Philp  
Alternate Lay Representative, Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music: Rupert Forbes 
Organist & Voice for Life, Sheila Chisholm  
Organ Scholar, Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Servers’ Guild, Bill Polson  
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday), Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group, Jane Sutherland 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am), Delia Keir 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor, Liz Hare 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary, Janice Allister  

Hon Treasurer, Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Gift Aid Secretary, Chris Hodgson  
Community Development Officer, Kristee Boyd, 

 communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Buildings Manager/Hall Bookings, Laura Bird, 
development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Administrator/Magazine, Sheila Chisholm, office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Sacristan: Liz Mackay 
Fire Warden, Pam Dugan  
Finance Convenor, Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor, Liz Mackay 

All these people can be contacted via office@stpetersedinburgh.org or 
phone 0131 662 9171. A message can be left on the answer machine, but 
please note it may be a few days before messages are heard and dealt with. 
(Please also note that this phone number will be changing soon!) 
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The wedding of 
Anna Mattinson and 
Adam McKinlay on 

Saturday 16th 
October, 2021 
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Memorial Window to the John & Andrew Baxendine. (See page 16) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


