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St Peter’s 
Lutton Place 
Edinburgh 
SC017358 
 
The Scottish Episcopal Church 
 
The Rt Revd John Armes 
Bishop, Diocese of Edinburgh 

Church Office 
14 Lutton Place 
Edinburgh 
EH8 9PE   
            
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Tel No: 0131 563 8198 
Due to Covid, the office remains 
closed with Laura and Sheila 
working from home. Messages 
may be left on the office answer 
machine, but please note it will 
be a few days before it is heard 
or dealt with. 

From the Rector 
Rev Nick Wills 

This December we are hopeful that we will be able to 
celebrate Christmas more fully than last year. The 
tree is up and looking great and as I write we look 
forward to the tree lighting ceremony, hoping to 
welcome members of our local community, toddler 
groups and others to join our church family this 
Advent Sunday. 

Another Christmas highlight that wasn't possible last 
year will be the Carol Service on 19th December at 
6.30pm. As a former chorister I have many fond 
memories of Carol Services and it will be lovely to 
welcome many to join us for that atmospheric act of 
worship. We did our best last year, within the 
restrictions, but to actually gather together and sing 
Christmas Carols will be wonderful! 

All other Christmas services are outlined on page 22 
and we hope will go ahead as planned, though 
everything is accompanied by the usual caveat that 
if Scottish government reintroduce restrictions, then 
we will of course change plans accordingly. Please 
ensure that you have access to the weekly emails 
from St Peter's Office, or if you don't have access 
yourself, please ask a relative or friend to check the 
church website for you, to ensure that you have up 
to date information. 

Looking back over November, what is usually a time of reflection took on 
added poignancy as we lost our longest serving choir member, Robin 
Whike. He was remembered by family and friends at a Memorial Service 
on Saturday 20th November, in a service filled with stories and memories 
and a wonderful selection of music sung beautifully by past and present 
members of St Peter's Choir. Please remember Pat and her family in your 
prayers. 
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That afternoon Kristee and COG together with other local charities 
organised an event for refugee families from Syria and Iraq, and it was 
wonderful to see the smiles and joy on their faces. The craft activities were 
a great success and you can see some of their art work displayed around 
the hall. Thank you to everyone who donated materials. Thank you too to 
all who have donated towards the Hampers for Refugees and those who 
will be helping to deliver them, and Kristee for organising. This year, they 
will include some lovely ‘Books for Bairns’ organised by Christine Rednall 
and donated by many of you.  

It was also good to hold a traditional Remembrance Sunday this year. 
Thank you to Bill Polson for laying the wreath and to Laurie Whike for her 
beautiful playing of the Last Post.  

Lastly, I was hugely grateful to be able to get away on holiday, having 
missed out in the Summer due to Covid - we had a lovely time! Thank you 
to Sue and Chris, and all who covered or went the extra mile while we 
were away. 

So, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful, healthy and 
joyful Christmas season, 

May you know afresh the presence of Emmanuel, God With Us, in your 
lives at this time 

Your Rector,  

Nick 

 
 

Children's Church 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Kristee and a second adult take the children out for part of the Sunday 
morning service each week, where there is always something fun for them 
to do. If your child wishes to go, please look out for children leaving after 
the first reading. All children are very welcome to attend. 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
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Young Adults & International 
Students 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

We are currently organising a Christmas meal for our young adults and 
students before we break for Christmas. We will have traditional Christmas 
turkey, as well as veg options.  

If you are a student or young adult and would like to attend, please feel 
free to email Kristee at communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org or 
have a chat with Kristee or Nick after the service. 
 

Toddler Group  
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

St Peter's Toddler Groups run every Monday and Thursday, 10:00am - 
11:30am, during term time. All parents, grandparents and carers are most 
welcome to bring their little ones along for socialising, activities and fun! 

We will have two mini Christmas parties in the last week of term, with 
special Christmas crafts and music! You are welcome to bring your child to 
one or both of these parties: Monday 13th December & Thursday 16th 
December. Thursday 16th December will be our last Toddler Group session 
before we break for Christmas. Toddler Group will then recommence on 
Monday 10 January. If you have any questions, feel free to email Kristee: 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
 

Fair Trade Stall 
We are delighted that our first Fair Trade stall since the pandemic will be 
held after the 10.45am service on Sunday 5th December. Christmas goods 
will also be on sale. 
Look out for future stalls too! 
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Walking Group 
Tuesday 26th October, Almondell and Calderwood Country Park,  
By John Smith, Leader 

The last church walk of 2021 was held on 26th October, with John leading 
Alex and Duncan through the Almondell and Calderwood Country Park. 
The group left the South Car Park in cloudy conditions and headed 
towards the railway viaduct. It was built in 1885 and once carried a single-
track mineral line servicing local 
industries in Camps and the oil 
works at Pumpherston and Uphall. 
The railway was closed in 1956 but 
the viaduct path remains open to 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders 
and is a link between Almondell, 
East Calder and Uphall Station. At 
23 metres high it allowed us a good 
view of the river Almond flowing 
below and the Calderwood Park to 
the west and Almondell to the East. 

From the viaduct the plan was to 
join the Shale path and head 
towards the Calderwood Park but 
sadly this was blocked off due to 
maintenance. Turning to our right, 
we picked up the path and headed 
toward Almondell following a canal 
feeder, which travels for 3 miles to 
the Union Canal at Lin’s Mill. While 
the Almond snakes below, the canal 
feeder keeps to the high ground and 
at one instance crosses the Almond 
over a cast iron cantilevered bridge 
with the water on the lower level and 
walkers on the upper level.  

 
Kirkhill Pillar 
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Entering the Almondell we passed the Nasmyth Bridge, built around 1800. 
The guidebook describes it as being built in a ‘romantic fashion’ with 
parapets and stone seats for visitors to enjoy the view. The bridge 
collapsed into the river in 1973 but was sympathetically restored in 1997 
as one of the first Heritage Lottery funded projects. 

From the bridge, we skirted the high ground of the East boundary and 
ended up at the North Gate before following the road back towards the 
visitor centre.  

Almondell House was built in the 1790’s but sadly fell into disrepair. In 
1969 the Territorial Army used it as a training exercise and blew it up with 
explosives. The foundations are now used as the disabled car park. The 
old stable block has been converted into a visitor centre with a picnic and 
play area, café (with a very limited selection at this time of the year) and 
information centre. Outside the centre can be found the Kirkhill Pillar which 
had been designed by David Stewart Erskine, the 11th Earl of Buchan.       
In 1776, he had created a scale model of the solar system and engraved 
the calculations that he used on this stone pillar. Sadly none of us could 
make any sense of it but it made a interesting stop on the walk. 

We then had to make a decision whether to head back to the cars or join 
the path that follows the canal feeder. Decision made, we followed the 
feeder with the view that we could turn back at any stage. As already 
mentioned, this feeder runs for 3 miles and skirts the Almond valley 
disappearing into underground tunnels in places and reappearing as a 
gentle flowing stream. The path was single file and in good condition so it 
was not surprising that we managed to follow it to the point where it joined 
the Union canal. We were then able to stand on the canal aqueduct and 
look back up the Almond valley before we retraced our steps back to the 
visitor centre and onwards to the South car park to pick up the cars before 
heading to a local garden centre for well earned soup and sandwiches. 

Details of previous walks can be found online at: 
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-walking-group 

More walks will be organised for 2022, and please let Sheila know if you 
would like to receive the St Peter's Walking Group emails. This then 
means that you will receive the most up-to-date information about the 
walks together with a reminder about each one; if any last minute changes 
have had to be made; and very importantly, to book your space with the 
leader of the walk. office@stpetersedinburgh.org  
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St Peter's Book Club 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

If you are a fast reader, you may still have time to read our current book: 
The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben! We will meet at 7.30pm on 
Zoom to discuss the following books on  

Monday 29th November, The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben 
Monday 27th December, Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo. 
Monday 31st January, 2022, All that Remains by Sue Black. 
If you want to join any of these discussions, please contact 
Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Music Notes  
By Rupert Forbes, Director of Music                                                      
Over the past few months, Sheila has been working hard with the Junior 
Choristers on Thursday evenings on the Royal School of Church Music’s 
Voice for Life programme. This covers various aspects of music theory as 
well as liturgy and general musical knowledge. 

Presentation of awards will take place during the service on Advent 
Sunday, November 28th and congratulations are due to Lennox Brown who 
will be presented with his medal and the white ribbon, to Emma Rednall 
who will receive a light blue ribbon to go 
with her medal and also to Catherine 
Rednall who will be given the dark blue 
ribbon. Catherine will also be inducted as 
Head Chorister at this service. 

Thank you, Sheila for training them up for 
these awards and well done to all those 
who have successfully completed the 
various stages of the scheme. 

The Carol Service will be held in church at 6.30pm on Sunday 
19th December. Please put the date into your diary! 

If you or your child are 
interested in joining the  
Choir or Voice for Life,  

please contact  
Rupert or Sheila via the office, 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Monday Group 
By Liz Philp 
The November meeting was well attended. A big plus was that Nick, our 
Rector, came and was thus able to meet some older members of the 
congregation he had not previously been able to talk to in person because 
of Covid. We enjoyed the talk about Unst, the most northerly inhabited 
island of the Shetland Islands. It turns out that Lesley Main was not born 
on the island but taken there as a baby when her father was appointed as 
headmaster of the small school at Uyeasound in the south of the island. 
She spoke of her childhood, of having to go as a boarder to Lerwick for her 
secondary education and showed many beautiful slides of the island. At 
Lesley’s request we made a £25 donation to Pancreatic Cancer Research 
UK as a thank you for her talk.   
We next meet on Monday 13th December, again at 2.30pm in the hall.  
This will be a Christmas party with cake and mince pies, crackers (paper 
hats obligatory!), Christmas Quiz and Dingbats, entertainment provided by 
Chris Hodgson and his excellent barbershop quartet, then communal 
carol-singing at the end.  
All most welcome, you don’t have to be a Monday Group member, nor 
even a member of St Peter’s. Bring your friends, just expect to pay £1 if 
you come. However, for catering purposes it would be helpful if you could 
let us know you are coming. Please contact Jane Sutherland, Pam Dugan, 
or Liz Philp via the office, office@stpetersedinburgh.org  

 
  

 

 

Thank you to all who 
helped to put up the 

Christmas Trees, and 
put the lights on in both 
the garden and church! 
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2021 Christmas Charity 
‘The Woodland Trust, Couldoran Appeal’ 
By Laura Bird, Buildings Manager 

Our Christmas Charity this year is The Woodland Trust, Couldoran Appeal, 
next door to Ben Shieldaig in the West Highlands. 

In 2019 Woodland Trust Scotland bought a mountain, Ben Shieldaig near 
to Applecross, to protect and restore the last fragments of temperate 
Atlantic rainforest clinging on there. Now unexpectedly Couldoran, the 
4,500 estate next door, has come on the market and the Woodland Trust 
has first option. Together the two lands would be 8,300 acres. 

While we worry about deforestation around the world, Scotland has only a 
meagre 17% of forest cover. Most of that is commercial crop forest with 
little biodiversity. Only 3.8% of Scotland is still native woodland, supporting 
native species of smaller plants, fungi, moss, lichen, insects, invertebrates, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. Forests here and around the 
world stabilise climates. They hold water back in wet places and bring rain 
to dry lands. They also store lots of carbon and filter out air pollution.  

Other biospheres also capture even more carbon than forests; particularly 
oceans, bogs and swamps. But we humans also get direct benefit from 
spending time among trees. It’s not quite the same pleasure wading 
through a bog, essential though they are to mitigate human excess. 

Couldoran is pretty bleak at the moment, but with 
gentle encouragement the tiny remaining 
Caledonian pine forest could re-establish across 
these glens. The Woodland Trust also plans to 
establish a few paths. Although most of the estate 
will be left to nature, perhaps red squirrels, golden 
eagles and pine martens, there will be room for 
humans to enjoy it too.  

It seems as if every week the papers carry another report of plunging 
wildlife numbers. Most recently it was the RSPB charting the demise of 
once common birds across Europe. 

‘Together we can 
transform Couldoran’s 
bare landscape into a 

vibrant wildlife habitat.’ 
The Woodland Trust 
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Sadly Scotland’s land use subsidy system still encourages ecological 
damage when we could use the same money for restoration and 
biodiversity. COP26 illustrated only too clearly the absence of political 
leadership on saving life as we know and love it. In that vacuum, the direct 
action of individuals is our only hope. 

St Peter’s, quite rightly, tries to help the next generation including through 
our Sunday school and two Toddler groups and also provides affordable 
space for four youth clubs. But the most precious gift we can hand on to 
children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews is a healthy planet. A 
moderate climate, good rainfall, fertile land supported by throbbing, 
buzzing, squawking, photosynthesising, respiring ecosystems must surely 
be the most precious gift. 

Information and videos about the Woodland Trust Couldoran Appeal can 
be found at,  
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/give/appeals/couldoran/ 

If you want to see nature flourish in Scotland and set an example to the 
rest of the world, please enable St Peter’s to help the Woodland Trust take 
this piece of land into safekeeping.  

How to give 
During Advent and Christmas, there will be a basket at the back of church 
for those who wish to donate via cash or through a white Gift Aid envelope. 
These envelopes are available at the back of church and please remember 
to write the value of the donation, and ‘Christmas Charity’ on the envelope. 

For information on other ways to gift to The Woodland Trust via St Peter’s, 
please see pages 16 & 17. 

 

Christmas Services 
Sun 28th Nov Tree Lighting Ceremony w 5pm 
Sun 19th Dec Carol Service w 6.30pm 
Fri 24th Dec Crib Service in the church w 4pm  
Fri 24th Dec Midnight Mass w 11.30pm 
Sat 25th Dec Christmas Day Service w 10.45am  (No 9am Service) 
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‘Books for Bairns’ 
Further to Christine Rednall’s article in the November  
magazine, ‘Finding my voice & finding my cause’, there  
has been a super response to her idea of collecting                                                      
second hand picture books for children aged 0-10.  

Thank you to all who have donated so far, and please                                   
do keep the donations coming! 

Books have been included in the 
Hampers for Refugees, and the 
Edinburgh Foodbank has also embraced 
the idea. It is delighted to accept suitable 
books to put into their parcels throughout 
the year.  

Please put any picture books (that are in a 
good condition) into the box at the back of 
church, or hand them into the office. 

Reading and the enjoyment of books  
is a lifelong gift to give all children. 

Sadly some children live in families where there is no money for food, 
and far less for books. 

 
 

Concert in St Peter’s 
Friday 3rd December, 7.30pm-8.30pm 
After two years of silence, Edinburgh University Chamber Choir presents 
its first post-lockdown performance at St Peter’s, offering an uplifting 
programme of music by Parry, Stanford, Britten, Mealor and Tippett.  

Directed by Michael Bawtree, EUCC is delighted to welcome Dr John 
Kitchen (Edinburgh City Organist) to accompany this hour-long celebration 
of choral music at its finest. 

Tickets are £8 (£5 students) 

We have lots of families who use 
our Foodbank, and to be able to 

give them a book along with their 
parcel would be a real bonus.  

Miriam Montgomery 
Foodbank Co-ordinator 
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Christmas Hampers for Refugees 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

We have now collected the 20 hampers that we will be delivering to new 
Scots across Edinburgh. If you are able to deliver but haven't let Kristee 
know, please have a chat with her after church or send her an 
email: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

Many thanks for those of you who have already committed to making at 
least one delivery. And please remember that there are no perishables in 
the hampers, so you are free to deliver the hamper anytime between now 
and Christmas! 
 

 

Eco-Matters 
Eco Congregation 
As an Eco-Congregation we are constantly striving to be as eco-friendly as 
possible. For more information about being an Eco-Congregation, see their 
webpage https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/ 

Stop Press! 
On the morning we go to print for the Magazine we have just heard the 
Great news that we have been awarded the Eco Congregation’s 
Silver Award. More will follow, but a big thank you and Congratulations to 
all who have worked so hard to help us as a church to engage with our 
commitments as stewards of God's beautiful, but fragile, creation.  
More will be said in the next Magazine! 

If you would like to participate in St Peter’s Eco-Congregation work, please 
email Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Operation Noah 
'Operation Noah', https://operationnoah.org/, is another Christian eco charity 
that sends out regular newsletters with information about upcoming events 
and ecologically 
friendly ideas.  

Books about the climate crisis 
By Christine Bethune 
I heartily recommend these two powerful and complementary books on 
climate change, both published as a response to the climate crisis. 

Alastair McIntosh, Riders of the Storm: the climate crisis and 
the survival of being (Birlinn Ltd., 2020)  
McIntosh brings together science, politics, psychology and spirituality in a 
lively and well-reasoned presentation of scientific consensus, denial, 
alarmism and potential ways forward, frequently drawing on personal 
experience. He’s a Quaker and scientist from the Isle of Lewis, and a well-
known international speaker and campaigner on the environment and land 
reform. In November he reflected on COP26 in a lecture at Mayfield 
Salisbury Church (which I will have attended by the time you read this!). 

Ian Bradley, God is Green: Christianity and the environment     
(Darton, Longman and Todd, new ed. 2020) 
Bradley, a St Andrews-based academic and broadcaster, ordained in the 
Church of Scotland, has written widely on theological, spiritual and cultural 
issues. In this largely redrafted edition he argues that Christianity, far from 
sanctioning the domination and exploitation of the natural world - a 
message distorted by anthropocentric (human-centred) Christian teaching 
down the centuries - is rooted in God’s love, delight in and care for his 
whole created world. Each of the 5 chapters finishes with questions for 
group discussion. 

Feeding the Birds 
Any contributions of birdseed and/or fat balls for the bird feeders in the 
church garden are gratefully received. These can either be left at the back 
of church before/after a service, or handed into the office when someone is 
there. Contact Liz Mackay via the office for more information. 
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A Prayer for COP26 
Our Father – and mother who loves us and cares for creation, 

who art in heaven – where all earth is in a perfect balance of love and 
respect: 

Hallowed be thy name – where earth rejoices in the love and compassion 
shown by you and passed on to mankind as stewards of its wellbeing. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven – 
Teach us to determine your will where we struggle to see what we can do. 

Give us this day our daily bread – and help us to treasure this gift as 
worship with creation. 

Forgive us our debts – where we exploit our neighbour, the earth and its 
creatures, 

As we forgive our debtors  – Help us to learn from past mistakes and to 
work together for the harmony of creation. 

Lead us not into temptation – when we turn a blind eye to what is right 
and fair, 

But deliver us from evil – when we struggle to see a way forward and 
things seem hopeless : give us hope and light our path. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory – when all work 
together to cherish creation. 

For all inside and outside the COP26 discussions and decisions and 
commitments, guide their words and actions and give them courage and 
vision so that our children and their children may enjoy heaven on this 
earth, 

For ever and ever 
Amen.            
 

Diana Tudhope  
(a friend of Christine Bethune at Mayfield Salisbury Church) 

 Reproduced by permission 
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Welcoming Event for Syrian Refugees 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Thanks so much to the volunteers who came to support this event on 
Saturday 20th November, both from St Peter's and from Edinburgh             
City Mission.  

It was a truly lovely experience, with loads of children playing, delicious 
halal pizza and the chance to offer a warm welcome to new Scots.  

We have asked 
Edinburgh City Mission 
if we can try to connect 
these families to our 
Christmas hamper 
deliveries, so that we 
can continue to build 
on these relationships.              

A special thank you to 
Liz Hare who had the 
idea for a collage that 
showed each artist's 
idea of a 'happy place.' 
When you go to the hall for coffee after the service, you will see a lot of the 
artwork displayed on the walls, including a huge love heart with Scotland 
on one side and Syria on the other! (This picture is on the back cover.) 
 

St Peter’s Giving and Gift aid 
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary 

I’m continuing my update of Gift Aid declaration forms to allow for changes 
in tax status or in address so please drop me a line if you think there are 
any changes I need to be aware of. If you have not filled out a Gift Aid 
declaration and wish to do so then forms are available from me – you need 
to be a UK taxpayer to be able to do this. Otherwise I’ll try to get in touch 
so these important documents remain current and valid. 
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If you want to donate using our blue Sequi FWO envelopes (these are 
numbered anonymously and save you having to fill in your specific details 
each time) please let me know and I’ll issue you with a year’s supply. 
Alternatively, for one-off donations, if you are able and wish to Gift Aid your 
donation please use the small white envelopes found at the back of 
church, writing your name, address and, importantly, the value of your 
donation on the envelope, marking the envelope with the appeal’s name. 

Otherwise, regular payments to St Peter’s, either weekly or monthly, can 
be set up by internet banking directly into St Peter’s bank account or, if 
internet banking is not an option, by setting up a Standing Order with your 
own bank using forms available from me or from your own bank. For this 
you need St Peter’s bank details which are:  

• Bank of Scotland, 51 South Clerk St, EH8 9PP  
• Account number: 00439927  
• Sort code: 80-02-83  

You can also make a donation to be used for a specific purpose, e.g. the 
Building Fund or Christmas Charity, in which case please mark your 
donation appropriately. If this isn’t possible then write to me and I will 
assign the donation accordingly.  

Another way of giving is via our new Give.net page, which can be 
accessed via the St Peter's website (http://stpetersedinburgh.org/giving-to-
st-peters) or by typing: https://www.give.net/stpetersedinburgh. 

We have had two recent additional collections. One after the Service of 
Celebration for Robin Whike for Kidney Cancer Scotland, which raised 
£371 (after gift aid tax claim), and a Retiring Collection on Remembrance 
Sunday for the Poppy Appeal Scotland that, with reclaimed tax, realised 
£176. 

Thank you for these expressions of love and care towards our families, 
friends and neighbours and your continued support to the workings of our 
church. 

For information on how you can help to support God’s mission and 
ministry in St Peter's through giving, please contact: 

Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson via the office. 
Treasurer: Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org 



18 • News & Views December 2021 / January 2022  

Borders Bottle Tops for Charity 
By Liz Philp 

You can all start collecting milk bottle tops again! My friend at Craigmillar 
Park Church had lost touch with her contact 
who used to take them but I recently 
managed, through Facebook, to contact the 
Galashiels and District Rotary Club and a 
nice man with a van came and relieved me of 
the many bags that had been accumulating in 
my garage since Lockdown. They can only 
take bottle tops which have a figure 2 or a 
figure 4 inside a triangle marked on the 
under-side.  
Since 2010 over 45 tonnes of bottle tops have been collected and raised 
over £12,500. This money has been distributed between the Margaret Kerr 
Palliative Care Unit at the Borders General Hospital and both Marie Curie 
and Macmillan Cancer Care. Quite apart from supporting these worthy 
charities there is much satisfaction in knowing that one’s efforts are 
facilitating recycling which really works.  
The bottle tops are bought by Borders Plastic Recycling Ltd, based at 
Charlesfield, St Boswells. They are used to make insulation for sub sea 
communication cables and also Eco Bricks, made by PegTog in Jedburgh. 

There is a box at the back of church where you can put your bottle tops 
when you have collected a bagful, or contact me and I can collect them 
from you. 
Please contact Liz via the office.   
 

Magazine Articles  
Please email or submit your articles      
and photographs to Sheila asap to 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org   

Thank you!		

The DEADLINE for the       
February issue is 

THURSDAY 20th January 
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Keeping in Touch  
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give 
whatever support is needed, with updates and additional material for 
services and upcoming events being emailed out to congregational 
members each Saturday evening.  

If you do not already receive these emails and wish to get in touch, please 
email Sheila via the church office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org.          

The Ministry team can also be contacted via the office. 
Rev Nick Wills,  Rev Sue Whitehouse 

Kristee Boyd: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org  

For the most up-to-date information about what is happening, please 
check the website: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ and blog: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue 
know.  
The guidance for Pastoral Visits is always changing and for the past many 
months our Clergy have generally not been allowed to make Pastoral 
Visits to people's homes.  
Some home visits are now allowed (unless the individual is in quarantine 
or has symptoms of Covid-19) but the Clergy have to conform to very clear 
SEC guidelines in order to maintain the safety of everyone.  
They are now being allowed to visit some hospital wards on a case-by-
case basis. If there is a request for a visit, Nick makes contact with the 
Chaplaincy Team first to find out if the Clergy are allowed to visit. 
Please do not put pressure on Nick or Sue to break the prevailing 
guidelines as they are unable to do so. 

New Office Phone Number! 
The office telephone number has changed to  

0131 563 8198 
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In Memory... 
Robin Whike, 14th June, 1939 – 28th October, 2021  

Robin Whike died while on holiday in Majorca visiting 
family. His body was cremated in Majorca and a 
service celebrating his life was held at St Peter’s on 
20th November. Joining the St Peter’s choir as a 
chorister at the ripe old age of 6, 76 years ago (!), he 
was one of the longest serving members of the choir. 
As the Choir Warden, he was passionate in 
encouraging junior choristers to join the choir and was 
always looking for ideas to achieve this goal.  

Music was constantly in Robin’s blood and over the years he was a 
member of various choral societies and operatic groups, such as 
Edinburgh Grand Opera and The Bohemians, and he was also a long-
standing member of The Festival Chorus. Taking numerous leading roles 
on the big stages of Edinburgh, he claimed that he had performed in every 
one of the Gilbert and Sullivan operas. Most of his working life was with the 
Customs and Excise, covering the varied aspects of this interesting job. 
However his favourite role was visiting the breweries and distilleries 
throughout Scotland. Our prayers and love go to his wife, Pat, their children 
Lorna, Hazel and Ally, and all their extended family. 
 

Rector's days off  
In this day and age when technology means everyone can be contacted 
constantly, the SEC policy is that all serving Clergy should have two days 
off a week. Friday and Saturday are now our Rector's days off, and we 
hope that all will respect this. On these days, please only contact him if it is 
an emergency. Thank you. 

Office Hours 
Sheila works as Administrator on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Sunday, with emails regarding church usually being attended to on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The rest of her hours are taken up 
with other tasks. The office is still closed, but if required, please arrange a 
time with her to be there. office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
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Sunday Readings      *The passages being read 

December 
5th  Advent 2 
Malachi 3: 1-4 ! Luke 1: 68-79 ! *Philippians 1: 3-11 ! *Luke 3: 1-6 

12th  Advent 3  
*Zephaniah 3: 14-20 ! Isaiah 12: 2-7 ! Phillipians 4: 4-7 ! *Luke 3: 7-18 

19th  Advent 4 
*Micah 5: 2-5a ! Psalm 80: 1-7 ! Hebrews 10: 5-10 ! *Luke 1: 39-55 

24th Midnight Service 
Isaiah 52: 7-10 ! Psalm 98 ! *Hebrews 1: 1-4 ! *John 1: 1-14 

25th Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52: 7-10 ! Psalm 98 ! *Hebrews 1: 1-4 ! *Luke 2: 1-7 

26th  Christmas 1 
1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26 ! Psalm 148 ! *Colossians 3: 12-17 ! *Luke 2: 8-20 

January 2022 
2nd  Epiphany Sunday 
*Isaiah 60: 1-6 ! Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 ! Ephesians 3: 1-12 !          
*Matthew 2: 1-12 

9th  Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 43: 1-7 ! Psalm 29 ! *Acts 8: 14-17 ! *Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

16th  Epiphany 2 
*Isaiah 62: 1-5 ! Psalm 36: 5-10 ! 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 ! *John 2: 1-11 

23rd  Epiphany 3 
Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 ! Psalm 19 ! *1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a ! 
*Luke 4: 13-21 

30th  Epiphany 4 
*Jeremiah 1: 4-10 ! Psalm 71: 1-6 ! 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 ! *Luke 4: 21-30 
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Dates for the Diary   
Services 
Sundays ! 9am ! Communion Service ! Traditional language with no 
music or sermon. 
Sundays ! 10.45am ! Communion Service ! Modern language, with choir 
& congregational singing. 
1st Thursday of the month ! 11am ! Communion Service ! Traditional 
language with no music or sermon. 

Regular Events 
Mondays & Thursday ! 10am-11.30am ! Toddler Group  
Thursdays ! 6.15pm, Voice for Life ! 7pm-8pm, Junior Choir !        
7.45pm, Adult Choir  

*Plans for Christmas. The following plans for Christmas services and 
other events have been made with regard to current Covid regulations. As 
such they are subject to change should the Scottish Government introduce 
further restrictions. If the Government does announce any changes, please 
check the church webpage for updates about events at  
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ 

Special Events in December  
Thur 2nd   Communion Service ! 11am 
Sun 5th   Fair Trade stall after the 10.45am service  
Mon 13th   Monday Group ! Christmas Party ! 2.30pm - 4.30pm 
Sun 19th   Carol Service ! 6.30pm 
Fri 24th   Crib Service in the church ! 4pm  
Fri 24th   Midnight Mass ! 11.30pm 
Sat 25th   Christmas Day Service ! 10.45am  (No 9am Service) 
Sun 26th   Communion Service ! 10.45am  (No 9am Service) 
Mon 27th   Reading Group (On Zoom) ! 7.30pm 

Special Events in January 2022 
Sun 2nd   Communion Service ! 10.45am  (No 9am Service) 
Thur 6th     Communion Service ! 11am  
Mon 10th   Monday Group ! 2.30pm - 4.30pm  
Thur 20th  February Magazine Deadline 
Mon 31st   Reading Group (On Zoom) ! 7.30pm 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector    Rev Nick Wills      

Associate Priest  Rev Sue Whitehouse   

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative, Liz Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative, Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music, Rupert Forbes  
Organist & Voice for Life, Sheila Chisholm  
Organ Scholar, Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Servers’ Guild, Bill Polson  
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday), Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group, Jane Sutherland 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am), Delia Keir 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor, Liz Hare 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary, Janice Allister  

Hon Treasurer, Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Gift Aid Secretary, Chris Hodgson  
Community Development Officer, Kristee Boyd, 

 communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Buildings Manager/Hall Bookings, Laura Bird, 
development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Administrator/Magazine, Sheila Chisholm, office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Sacristan, Liz Mackay 
Fire Warden, Pam Dugan  
Finance Convenor, Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor, Liz Mackay 

All these people can also be contacted via office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
or phone 0131 563 8198. A message can be left on the answer machine, but 
please note it may be a few days before messages are heard and dealt with.  
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Artwork drawn during the ‘Welcome to Refugees’ event. (See page 16) 
These pictures, and others, can currently be seen in the church hall. 

 

 

 


