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or dealt with. 

From the Rector 
Rev Nick Wills 

I trust that you have had a Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful start to the New Year. Obviously we made 
some changes to our Christmas Services, for the 
second year running, as Covid case numbers 
increased dramatically. A big thank you to all who 
worked hard to prepare for Christmas at St Peter's. 
Some things came to fruition and others didn't, but I 
am grateful for the support of so many which 
enabled us, whether in person or online, to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

I'm afraid the magazine deadline has fallen at just 
the wrong time this month! 

A couple of days ago the First Minister made a 
statement indicating that many restrictions would 
be lifted. However such statements have to take a 
broad brush approach, so while there was much 
that was headline-grabbing, we have to wait for the 
detail of how things will impact our church's life and 
the plans we may have for the upcoming weeks. 

The Scottish Government puts detailed guidance 
on a dedicated webpage for Places of Worship, and 
the Scottish Episcopal Church has a national 
Advisory Group who consider this and then email 
their advice to Clergy and Vestries. Our Vestry 
then, in turn, considers the practicalities of our 
worship and the other events we were hoping to 
hold and assesses which are compatible with the revised guidance,                  
or whether we need to make any changes to stay within it. 

Members of our Vestry are ultimately responsible for Public Health in our 
buildings and at our events, and we take this responsibility very seriously, 
so, at times, we have opted to act cautiously, rather than pushing things to 
the limit. 
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Not everyone has always agreed with everything that we have decided, 
but, in the main, we have been very well supported by you, and we are 
grateful for that. 

But I understand the frustrations that some are feeling over the restrictions 
that we have been facing, and I share many of them myself. I have been 
your Rector for nearly two years now, having accepted the job at a time 
when it was inconceivable that I would have begun my ministry at              
St Peter's with two Christmases in a row without a normal Carol Service. 

At this moment, as I write, the First Minister has offered a glimpse of a 
better future, but the detail hasn't appeared on the webpage for Places of 
Worship yet, so the Advisory Group hasn't yet reported back to us, and our 
Vestry hasn't met to consider such guidance and advice.  

All of this is by way of explanation for the many caveats and carefully 
worded expressions of hope that you will find in this magazine: what 
follows may change, but we sincerely hope not! 

We have hopes, and are making tentative plans. 

I hope that we can have our full choir back soon... 

I hope that we can socialise and get to know new people over 
refreshments after services... 

I hope that we can share the beauty of Scotland together, and especially 
with the International Students who have found a home at St Peter's, by 
resuming our Walking Groups or arranging other trips in the coming 
months... 

And I hope that groups can meet back up again, that Lunch Clubs can chat 
over meals again, and that slowly but surely we can have some fun again! 

Your Rector, 

Nick 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Front Cover picture taken by Rev Chris Martin: Prince Volodymyr, who 
brought Christianity to the eastern Slavs in 989. Kiev, the capital city of 
Ukraine, has been twinned with Edinburgh since 1989. One of the oldest cities 
in Eastern Europe, Kiev is home to three UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 
including the impressive St Sophia Cathedral. (See article on p. 9) 
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Children's Church 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

All children are invited to join Kristee and a second adult at Children’s 
Church during the 10:45am Sunday services. We play various games and 
we have a range of toys and activities for the children. We usually come 
back in for communion although, if the kids are very engaged in activities, 
we sometimes let them continue in their fun if we think there will be issues 
that might be disruptive in the service! Please do let Kristee know if you 
have a preference for your child to be back in church for communion. 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

 

Young Adults & International 
Students 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

We are currently reorganising our postponed Christmas meal for our young 
adults and students. We will have traditional Christmas turkey, as well as 
veg options.  

If you are a student or young adult and would like to attend, please feel 
free to email Kristee at communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org or 
have a chat with Kristee or Nick after a service. 

 

Lent Groups 
Ash Wednesday is on 2nd March, and a Lent Group will be held on Zoom 
on the subsequent four Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm, March 9th, 16th, 
23rd and 30th. More information about the groups will be given in the 
Saturday emails, and the next magazine, but in the meantime, please put 
the dates into your diaries. 
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Walking Group 
Now that the days are getting longer, we are in the process of arranging 
walks for 2022. 

To aid this process, we are having a meeting on Wednesday 16th February 
at 7.30pm, on Zoom. All are very welcome to attend. If you are unable to 
attend this meeting but have an idea of a good walk, and/or you would like 
to lead one, please email Sheila in the office and let her know. 

If you would like to receive the St Peter's Walking Group emails, please 
also let her know. This then means that you will receive the Zoom link to 
the meeting on 16th February; the most up-to-date information about the 
walks together with a reminder about each one; if any last minute changes 
have had to be made; and very importantly, to book your space with the 
leader of the walk. Email office@stpetersedinburgh.org  

Details of previous walks can be found online at: 
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-walking-group 

 

Toddler Group  
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

It’s great to see so many families coming back to our Toddler Groups, and 
we are getting new families every week. At our last Toddler Group - the 
busiest one since the first lockdown - a comment was made that ours is 
“the best Toddler Group in town!” This was such a pleasure to hear, as we 
make a lot of effort to ensure that families feel welcome and connected, 
and that children have a great time. We are sure missing Ann at the 
moment but many thanks to Sue, Liz M, Nour and Laura who have been 
helping to keep things running smoothly!  

Our groups run every Monday and Thursday during term time,        
10:00am - 11:30am. All parents, grandparents and carers are most 
welcome.  

If you have any questions, please email Kristee:  
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
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What Is Your Mission? 
By Richard Barnes 

Not a book on evangelism by some celebrity preacher – as far as I know. 
Rather the start of a brief exchange between a Cyberman and a Human in 
an episode from the Autumn 2021 series of Doctor Who. 

In the world of Doctor Who, Daleks are the best-known adversary, rather 
like Nazis, ready to ex-ter-min-ate! Anyone not like them in their desire for 
racial purity. Cybermen seem to me more like Roman soldiers, disciplined, 
efficient, marching in step, ready to assimilate those they conquer if they 
are willing to be upgraded, by having their emotions and individuality 
removed. 

Bel, realising she is pregnant, is searching for her partner. She encounters 
a Cyberman who demands, ‘What is your mission?’ 
She replies, ‘Love is my mission.’ 
The Cyberman processes this and responds, ‘Love is not a mission, love is 
an emotion. What is your mission?’ 
But Bel persists, ‘Love is my mission.’ And with the Cyberman confused, 
she makes her escape. 
I hope I have remembered this minor sub-plot correctly.  

As the Bride of Christ, the Mission of the Church, of all our churches, is 
Love; love of God and love of neighbour, with a seasoning of faith and 
hope. 

I was blessed to grow up in a loving family and in a favourable time. Those 
of a certain age will remember The Beatles singing ‘All you need is Love’ 
and the 1970 romantic film ‘Love Story’ with its strap-line ‘Love means 
never having to say you’re sorry’.   

Blinkered views of life from an over-optimistic decade. The Prayer Book’s 
offer of Confession, Repentance and Forgiveness for us miserable sinners 
seems more realistic for imperfect humanity with our imperfect love. 

At the start of the Swinging 60s, C. S. Lewis wrote about ‘The Four Loves’, 
4 different classical Greek terms for love. These were Affection, 
Friendship, Romantic love and generous Charity, especially the Christian 
love described by St Paul in 1 Corinthians: 13 and shown in the sacrificial 
love of Jesus. 
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Being a scholar, C. S. Lewis categorised and ranked these different loves. 
Perhaps it is more helpful these days to see them as aspects of love which 
ebb and flow with time and circumstance. 

I think we can see them all and more on different dates in February. 

At Candlemas, 2nd Feb, or Sun 30th Jan if transferred as happened in        
St Peter’s this year, the bonds of family love are strengthened for Mary, 
Joseph and Jesus with their first visit to the Temple to do their religious 
duty. Simeon and Anna, probably old friends, express their love of God 
through their devotion to prayer in the Temple but also recognise the 
significance of Jesus. 

A decade or so later, debating with the teachers there, the precocious child 
Jesus would test that family love. ‘Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business?’  

Sunday 6th February will be the 70th Anniversary of the Accession of 
Queen Elizabeth. Her Majesty’s dedication, service and integrity 
demonstrate her love of God, Commonwealth and people. Love at the 
heart of duty. 

Valentine’s Day on the 14th February is now more popular with the public 
than with the Church. St Valentine, a 3rd century priest in Rome, secretly 
married Christian couples. When this was discovered he was martyred for 
breaking Roman law. His story is an example of the sacrificial Christian 
love of priests and all who selflessly allow the love of others to flourish. 

The ‘Apostle of the Month’ is St Matthias, if you celebrate him on the        
24th February. He doesn’t really fit my theme, except that he was chosen 
as the Judas Replacement Apostle. Judas Iscariot was the one whose love 
of ideology over people meant he could not bring himself to say sorry and 
seek forgiveness – in this life, at least. 

February 27th brings us to George Herbert, poet and priest, 1633. He gave 
up a promising academic career at Cambridge to minister to a small rural 
community just outside Salisbury. His gentle but intense poems speak of a 
God who is hospitable, offering friendship and generous love.  

Look up his Christ-centred poem ‘Love’ which starts: 
Love bade me welcome, yet my soul drew back, guilty of dust and sin… 
Or the deftly woven ‘The Call’, which ends: 
Such a Love as none can part, 
Such a Heart as joys in love. 
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Christ Church, Kiev  
By Rev Chris Martin 

Susie and I did a six-week locum spell at Christ Church, Kiev, over Advent 
and Christmas. It is a very small church within the Diocese in Europe, 
which has been without a permanent chaplain 
since about 2007. There is no church building, 
but services are held in St Catherine’s German 
Lutheran Church at 3.00pm on Sunday 
afternoons. It is an attractive church, but the 
acoustics are a bit problematic. Services are in 
English, but there are very few British people in 
the congregation. Their hymn book is American 
with a very bizarre set of hymn tunes. The 
treasurer, Thamarai, and his wife, who were 
founder members of the church, are Tamil 
speakers from India. Sylvia, a member of the 
church council, is an American, ordained in the 
Nazarene Church, and married to a Ukrainian Pastor. Emmanuel and 
PraiseGod are two Nigerian students, both Ibo, and both doing medicine. 
The other church members are all Ukrainian, including Christina, the 
Warden, and Vlad, her husband.  

Kiev is a very big city, which neither of us had visited before. The 
population is about 3 million. The language is unfamiliar, complicated by 
their use of the Cyrillic alphabet. We were housed in a rather Soviet-style, 
1960s apartment, on the seventh floor, close to the city centre. With prison 
lighting. The lift didn’t always work. We were grateful that the apartment 
was well heated, as the daytime temperatures went down to -12oC and       
-15oC. It snowed heavily just before Christmas, and we were very grateful 
for our yak-tracks, a kind of pedestrian snow tyre.  

No-one drinks tap-water in the Ukraine, so the water all came in plastic 
bottles. Which was upsetting for Susie in a country that hasn’t yet made 
much progress with recycling. We ate frequently in Puzata Khata, a 
popular chain of self-service restaurants with a wide variety of hot food at, 
by UK standards, remarkably low prices.  

One of the highlights was baptising a lively three-year-old boy on Boxing 
Day; the son of a defence attaché from Fife. Another was attending a gala 

Susie in the snow 
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night at the Kiev Opera the same evening, with Christina and her husband 
and their daughter. And we were delighted to have an opportunity to spend 
three days in Lviv, a long, six-hour, train journey away in the west of 
Ukraine, close to the Polish border and with a very different feel from Kiev.  

Our only news of the wider world came through France 24, a French TV 
news channel. So we were mercifully free of any news about blustering 
Boris, and largely unaware of the media excitement here about Soviet 
troops massing on the Ukrainian border. But we were aware of, and 
grateful for, a good number of people who were praying for us, including 
here at St Peter’s.  

Photo on inside front cover: Susie, Christina and her daughter, Margarita 
at Pecherska Lavra 

(‘Lavra’ means 'the principal church of a monastery’. And ‘pecherska’ 
means ‘of the caves’. It's a big monastic complex of churches usually 
known as Pecherska Lavra, and is where the first monks lived in caves on 
the side of the hill.) 

Vestry update, January 
By Janice Allister, Vestry Secretary  

The Vestry January meeting was held early in the New Year on               
5th January. 

Despite all the Covid restrictions, we reflected with thanks on the 
marvellous tree lighting ceremony and the Christmas services. There was 
much appreciation for all the work involved, especially by Nick and the 
choir. The Crib service on Zoom was much enjoyed too. This might outlast 
Covid because it means we may extend the offer to distant family. 

Vestry had previously overlooked that Roddy Simson, as the Alternate Lay 
Representative (to Liz Philp), should (by Canon law) automatically become 
a voting member. This was put right with apologies.  

Vestry always considers carefully the implications of Government Covid 
advice and limitations. There is always much discussion and heartache for 
those who necessarily are not able to be part of services or who would like 
more music! We decided to return to in-person services from 9th January, 
which seemed like a birthday present for me personally. Rupert and Sheila 
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were asked to discuss with the choir various options which would keep 
within the guidelines.  

In recent months Vestry has been much weighed down too by decisions 
about maintenance of the church, lodge and hall, especially with the five-
yearly Quinquennial inspection being due this year. It was decided to 
appoint a Works subcommittee. This was relevant especially since Laura 
Bird became the Development manager and has been responsible for 
booking some of the people working on site. Liz Mackay’s role in ‘works’ 
on the church building had expanded exponentially and overlapped. The 
group’s role would be to achieve ‘Task & Finish’ in a co-ordinated and 
timely way without overburdening Vestry or any one person.  

Pam Dugan, the church Fire Warden, had been reminding the Vestry of 
issues of concern. We agreed for an independent Fire Inspection report. 
This was implemented quickly. You may see some improvements to 
notices (and even a fire drill!) over the coming months. Fire Training is 
being offered to all leaders of groups and anyone else interested.  

Many thanks to all who contribute so much to our life and work. 

St Peter's Book Club 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Our February book is All that Remains by Sue Black, Professor of 
Anatomy and Forensic Anthropology at Dundee University 2003-2018.   
The Penguin Books website offered this description: 

[Sue Black] reveals the many faces of death she has 
come to know, using key cases to explore how forensic 
science has developed, and examining what her life 
and work has taught her…Part memoir, part science, 
part meditation on death, her book is compassionate, 
surprisingly funny, and it will make you think about 
death in a new light. 

All are welcome to join us. We will meet to discuss the 
book on Zoom on Monday 28th February at 7:30pm. 
Email Kristee if you are interested: 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
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Music Notes  
By Rupert Forbes, Director of Music                                                      

Voice for Life Presentations 
Congratulations to our Junior Choristers, 
who were presented with the following 
medals on Advent Sunday. 
Lennox Brown:  Voice for Life Medal                                                                                                                                
                                 & White ribbon                                
Emma Rednall:  Light Blue ribbon 
Catherine Rednall:  Dark Blue ribbon  
Catherine was also inducted as Head 
Chorister. 

Choir 
Due to the latest phase of the pandemic, we are currently allowed up to 
five singers on a Sunday morning, and we thank all those who help to lead 
our worship. Unfortunately choir rehearsals have not yet been able to 
resume, but we hope they will soon! When they do, the choir meets in 
church on a Thursday evening; 6.15pm: Voice for Life for Junior 
Choristers, 7pm: Junior Choir; 7.45pm; Adult Choir. All are very welcome. 
 

Monday Group 
By Liz Philp 

Sadly the Christmas party planned for Monday 13th December was 
cancelled due to the Covid situation, as was the meeting that was 
supposed to be on 10th January. Hopefully we may be able to get 
Catherine Booth, who was to talk about ‘Women in Science’ to come back 
at a later date. 

Our next meeting is due to be held on Monday 7th February at 2.30pm in 
the hall. Rev Nick Wills will be talking about his and Becky's and the boys’ 
drive on the USA's famous Route 66 from Chicago to Santa Monica in 
2015. Those attending will need to wear masks and we will organise 
seating which is socially distanced. However please note that depending 
on the Covid situation nearer the time the meeting may have to be 
cancelled. 

If you or your child are 
interested in joining the Choir, 

please contact Rupert.  
 

For information about Voice for 
Life, please contact Sheila. 

  

Both can be contacted via 
office@stpetersedingburgh.org 
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The following meeting is planned for Monday 7th March, when Stewart 
Mackenzie will be talking about the lost songs of St Kilda.  

All are most welcome to any of our meetings, you don’t have to be a 
Monday Group member, nor even a member of St Peter’s. Bring your 
friends, just expect to pay £1 if you come. While not essential it would be 
helpful if you could let us know you are coming. Please contact Jane 
Sutherland, Pam Dugan or Liz Philp via the office, 
office@stpetersedingburgh.org 

Books for Bairns 
By Christine Rednall 

Thank you to all who have so generously donated                                   
books, and please do keep the donations coming!  

A big thank you too to one kind contributor, who kindly                           
donated some book tokens to the cause! 

Books are being given to the Edinburgh Foodbank to put into their parcels 
throughout the year. Please put any picture books (that are in a good 
condition) into the box at the back of church, or hand them into the office. 

Reading and the enjoyment of books  
is a lifelong gift to give all children. 

Sadly some children live in families where there is no money for food, 
and far less for books. 

For more information about Books for Bairns, see: 
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/books-for-bairns 

Magazine Articles  
Please email or submit your articles      
and photographs to Sheila asap to 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org   

Thank you!		

The DEADLINE for the       
March issue is 

THURSDAY 17th February 
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Hadil Ayoubi 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Please pray for our Syrian friend, 
Hadil, and for her family here in 
Scotland and in Aleppo. There has 
been good news and bad news in 
recent weeks… 

It was wonderful to learn that, after 
more than two years of working 
closely with an immigration lawyer 
here in Edinburgh, loads of 
paperwork and meetings, a 
rejection, an appeal and a final 
tribunal over zoom, Hadil’s parents have been given permission to join her 
here in Edinburgh! I happened to be in Hadil and Mouaz’s home when they 
received the good news from their lawyer and it was wonderful to be there 
when Hadil called her parents to tell them! Needless to say, the family is 
most grateful to St Peter’s for this Community Sponsorship endeavour! I, 
for one, can’t wait to meet them when they arrive! 

When Hadil’s parents receive their visas, we will only have an 8-week 
window to work out flights, insurance and many other things and we will 
likely organise a special fundraising activity to raise any extra money 
needed to help with expenses. Stay tuned and my most sincere thanks to 
all who have supported Hadil’s family in this process, including the 
generous donations that were made. 

On a very sad note, Hadil’s younger brother passed away unexpectedly a 
few days ago and this tragedy is having a huge impact on the family. We 
can imagine how painful it must be for Hadil and her family to deal with this 
after they have not had the chance to see him in many years. Please pray 
for Hadil’s parents in Aleppo in this time of grief, particularly as it also 
comes at a time when they are supposed to be organising to leave their 
home and move permanently to a new country.  

If you have any messages you would like passed on to the family, please 
email Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 
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Eco-Matters 
Eco Congregation 
As an Eco-Congregation we are constantly striving to be as eco-friendly as 
possible and we were delighted in December, 2021, to be awarded our 
Silver Award. For more information about being an Eco-Congregation, see 
their webpage https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/ 
If you would like to participate in St Peter’s Eco-Congregation work, please 
email Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 

An uncomfortable reflection! 
By Christine Bethune 

Looking back at Christmas – I know we don’t want to do that but stay with 
me – I found it sometimes difficult not to criticise what was going on around 
me, even what I received, in terms of others’ choices (food, cards, giftwrap, 
etc., etc.). I really didn’t like myself for this! I love receiving cards and gifts, 
especially hearing from those I haven’t seen for years, and don’t like 
finding myself mentally criticising the sender! How can I step away from 
this? Am I making any difference? Surely I can let go of it all for once? 

While struggling with this, I received a mailshot from a small online retailer, 
The Plastic Free Shop. Corporately and individually they wonder 
sometimes whether they are having any effect. Is it all worth it? I found this 
advice (summarised by me) in their ‘Why Bother?’ blog post helpful: 

1. Focus on what you can change, not what you can’t. Start with ourselves 
– a salutary reminder that I was certainly not guiltless in all my own 
practices! Compromise can be more encouraging than a hard-line attitude. 
Celebrate our ability to look for alternatives; that we know how to make 
good and sustainable choices. 

2. Every change we make to help the environment has an unforeseen 
ripple effect; our actions tell the story without making a fuss about it. Our 
everyday eco-friendly choices might come as an eyeopener to someone 
else. Let’s just do what we can without (metaphorically) beating ourselves 
or anyone else up! 

Here's a link to the original article: https://tinyurl.com/yckua6xx. I’m grateful 
to The Plastic Free Shop for granting permission to use their material here.  
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Meanwhile: Anna is trying out a laundry Eco Egg! Christine has ordered 
toothpaste in a fully recyclable aluminium tube, containing fluoride and for 
sensitive teeth. Eco-friendly dental products are improving their range all 
the time. We’ll report back! 

Hedgehog Preservation Society 
By Moira Grant 

How long is it since you last saw a hedgehog?  
They are now officially classed as vulnerable to 
extinction in the UK. There are many reasons and 
it's sad to think of such a fate for this prickly little 
God’s creature. Here are ways to help: 

1. Link your garden with Hedgehog 
Highways 

2. Create a wild corner 
3. Make your pond safe with a ramp 
4. Clear away netting and litter 
5. Put out food and water 

6.  Stop using chemicals 
7.  Check before strimming 
8.  Be careful with bonfires 
9.  Make a home for hedgehogs 
10. Become a Hedgehog 

Champion 
 

What’s a Hedgehog Highway? Since they travel between 1-2 km a night 
searching for food and a mate, a small gap in your fence the size of a CD 
case will let them pass through. BHPT/PTES sell snazzy little recyclable 
Hedgehog Highway signs, for a few pounds. Ask your neighbours to do the 
same! 
If you spot a hedgehog when driving at night, and can’t stop in time, try to 
steer so it will pass under the middle of the car where least likely to be 
harmed.  
You can become a Hedgehog Champion by registering on 
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/website, which has resources to make 
your garden, neighbourhood and Parish hedgehog-friendly zones. 

Milk Bottle Tops 
Milk Bottle Tops that have a figure 2 or a figure 4 inside a 
triangle marked on the under-side can be recycled. Since 
2010 over 45 tonnes of bottle tops have been collected and 
raised over £12,500. Either put your bottle tops in the box at 
back of church, or contact Liz Philp via the office and she can collect them 
from you.       
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Feeding the Birds 
Any contributions of birdseed and/or fat balls for the bird feeders in the 
church garden are gratefully received. These can either be left at the back 
of church before/after a service, or handed into the office when someone is 
there. Contact Liz Mackay for more information via the office. 

Handy-person Needed! 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

St Peter's Toddler Group has a little funding to purchase trolleys for 
wheeling our toy storage boxes in and out of our toy cupboard. The best 
option for long term use of the low cupboard would be if we could 
somehow customise these trolleys so that the toys can fit without falling 
off, with wheels big enough that we can easily wheel them in and out 
without hurting our backs as we are at the moment!  

We've priced some trolleys online but we can't find anything that would 
work as well as if it was made for purpose! We have some ideas around 
purchasing a long flat trolley and altering it with a handle but we are open 
to other suggestions. If you are handy and think you could help us with this 
project, please get in touch with Kristee, either in person after church or by 
email: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

Your expertise would be greatly appreciated ☺  
 

Congratulations! 
 

 

 

 

We send our heartiest congratulations and 
every blessing to Rev Dr Jaime Wright, 
who was Ordained to the Priesthood in    
Old St Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Edinburgh, on Tuesday 25th January!  
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St Peter’s Giving and Gift Aid  
By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary 

Thank you to all who contribute financially to the work and life of St Peter’s. 
Please remember that if you want to donate regularly using our blue Sequi 
FWO envelopes (these are individually numbered and gift-aided which 
saves you having to fill in your specific details each time) then let me know 
and I’ll issue you with envelopes for the remainder of the church year, 
ending June 2022. Otherwise, one-off or regular payments to St Peter’s, 
either weekly or monthly, can be set up by internet banking directly into     
St Peter’s bank account or by setting up a Standing Order with your own 
bank using forms available from me or from your bank.  
 
For this you need St Peter’s bank details which are:  
• Bank of Scotland, 51 South Clerk St, EH8 9PP  
• Account number: 00439927  
! Sort code: 80-02-83 
 

For one-off donations in church, if you are able and wish to Gift Aid your 
donation, please use the small white envelopes found at the back of 
church, writing your name, address, date and, importantly, the value of 
your donation on the envelope. If you want your donation to be used for a 
specific purpose, e.g. the Building Fund or a particular appeal, please write 
the purpose of your donation on the envelope. 

Another way of giving is via our new Give.net page, which can be 
accessed via the St Peter's website (http://stpetersedinburgh.org/giving-to-
st-peters) or by typing: https://www.give.net/stpetersedinburgh. 

This year’s Christmas Appeal was for the Woodland Trust, 
Couldoran Appeal. The donations received in church, 
raised £319 (after Gift Aid tax claim). 

With best wishes for a happy and healthy 2022. 

For information on how you can help to support God’s mission and 
ministry in St Peter's through giving, please contact: 

Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson, office@stpetersedingburgh.org   
Treasurer: Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Gift Aid 
Envelope 
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Memorial Window 
By Laura Bird, Buildings Manager  

A stained glass window on the south side of St Peter’s reads:                      
‘A Family Memorial - A. I. List, 1877‘. The left hand panel depicts a money 
bag sitting on the table and Jesus is calling the then tax-collector,              
St Matthew. Written underneath: ‘He said unto him: follow me’ 

The inscription under the right hand panel picture is ‘Be not faithless but 
believing’. Jesus is with doubting Thomas. Unlike the first depiction, Jesus 
is now robed in white, after his Resurrection. Thomas is about to touch 
Jesus' side, and Jesus' left hand has a nail mark on the palm. 

Born to German Lutheran émigré parents, Alfred John List entered this 
world on Christmas Eve, 1806, into The Minories, a crowded, bustling, 
immigrant quarter of the East End, butted up to the walls of the City of 
London.  He was baptized at Holy Trinity, Minories. He departed this life in 
1883 in a stone villa on a quarter acre plot in Edinburgh’s leafy Grange.    
In the years between, he knew professional success and personal loss. 
His will left an estate worth £18,000 to a long list of beneficiaries, including 
St Peter’s, and he appointed six executors to carry out the instructions. 

Alfred married Esther Mary Trichey at St George in the East, London in 
1833. They had three children in short order: Alfred Charles Cox (1834), 
Esther Mary (1835), Louis George (1836) and then Amy (1839). In records 
the couple next appear in the 1841 census, living in London with Alfred's 
aged mother, a random Scotsman called John Gibbon, and their youngest 
daughter, Amy. Where were the other children that night? Alfred and Mary 
also appear, apparently on the same night, in Edinburgh living with a 
housemaid and their oldest son Alfred junior. This is odd, but might mean 
they moved north the week of the census and initially left the younger 
children behind. 

To add further confusion Esther Mary (senior) is recorded as having died in 
London in 1844 - St Dunstan, Stepney, records 12 shillings paid for her 
burial, age 32. But she also appears in the 1851 census living at Sylvan 
Place, off the Meadows, with Alfred and her two sons. There is no mention 
of the girls. And there's no record of her death in Scotland. 

Over the next few issues I will try to unravel who Alfred wanted to 
remember in his family memorial. 
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Keeping in Touch  
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give 
whatever support is needed, with updates and additional material for 
services and upcoming events being emailed out to congregational 
members each Saturday evening.  

If you do not already receive these emails and wish to get in touch, please 
email Sheila via the church office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

The office telephone number is 0131 563 8198. Due to Covid, the office 
remains closed with Laura and Sheila working from home. Messages may 
be left on the office answer machine, but please note it will be a few days 
before it is heard or dealt with 

The Ministry team can also be contacted via the office: 

Rev Nick Wills,  Rev Sue Whitehouse 
Kristee Boyd: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 

For the most up-to-date information about what is happening, please 
check the website: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ and blog: 
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog 

Pastoral Care 
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue 
know.  
The guidance for Pastoral Visits is always changing and for the past many 
months our Clergy have generally not been allowed to make Pastoral 
Visits to people's homes.  
Some home visits are now allowed (unless the individual is in quarantine 
or has symptoms of Covid-19) but the Clergy have to conform to very clear 
SEC guidelines in order to maintain the safety of everyone.  
They are now being allowed to visit some hospital wards on a case-by-
case basis. If there is a request for a visit, Nick makes contact with the 
Chaplaincy Team first to find out if the Clergy are allowed to visit. 
Please do not put pressure on Nick or Sue to break the prevailing 
guidelines as they are unable to do so. 
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Rector's days off  
In this day and age when technology means everyone can be contacted 
constantly, the SEC policy is that all serving Clergy should have two days 
off a week. Friday and Saturday are now our Rector's days off, and we 
hope that all will respect this. On these days, please only contact him if it is 
an emergency. Thank you. 

Office Hours 
Sheila works as Administrator on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Sunday, with emails regarding church usually being attended to on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The rest of her hours are taken up 
with other tasks. The office is still closed, but if required, please arrange a 
time with her to be there. office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

In Memory... 
The Revd Canon Jack Denholm  
(23rd March, 1931- 22nd January, 2022) 
It is with deep sadness we announce the death of The Revd Canon Jack 
Denholm, who died peacefully on Saturday, 22nd January. 

Jack served in the Diocese of Edinburgh as a Curate here in St Peter’s 
(1959-1961), and later as Rector of St Baldred’s, North Berwick and          
St Adrian’s, Gullane. His last stipendiary post was that of Rector of            
St Mark’s, Portobello. He also served in the Dioceses of Brechin, and        
St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane, and in retirement - when living in 
Silverknowes, Edinburgh, with his wife Rosemary - as a Team Priest at      
St Ninian’s, Comely Bank. Jack was a friend to many throughout the SEC. 

Please remember him in your prayers, praying too for Jack’s daughters Ali 
and Jude, and the extended family. Jack’s funeral service will be at           
St Ninian’s, Comely Bank, details of which will be announced in due 
course. 
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Sunday Readings      *The passages being read 

February 
6th  Epiphany 5 
Isaiah 6: 1-8 " Psalm 138 " *1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 " *Luke 5: 1-11 
13th  Epiphany 6  
Jeremiah 17: 5-10 " Psalm 1 " *1 Corinthians 15: 12-20 " *Luke 6: 17-26 
20th  Epiphany 7 *Genesis 45: 3-11, 15 " Psalm 37: 1-12,41-42 "  
1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50 " *Luke 6: 27-38 
27th  Sunday before Lent 
*Exodus 34: 29-35 " Psalm 99 " 2 Corinthians 3: 12 - 4: 2 " *Luke 9: 28-36 

Dates for the Diary   
Services 
Sundays " 9am " Holy Communion " Traditional language with no music 
or sermon. 
Sundays " 10.45am " Holy Communion " Modern language, with choir & 
congregational singing. 
1st Thursday of the month " 11am " Holy Communion " Traditional 
language with no music or sermon. 

Regular Events 
Mondays & Thursday (In the Hall) 
10am-11.30am " Toddler Group   
Thursdays (In Church. Please note choir is cancelled until further notice.) 
6.15pm, Voice for Life " 7pm-8pm, Junior Choir " 7.45pm, Adult Choir  
Last Monday of the Month 
7.30pm, Reading group (On Zoom) 

Special Events  
Thur 3rd  Feb   Holy Communion " 11am 
Mon 7th  Feb  Monday Group " Rev Nick Wills " 2.30pm - 4.30pm 
Wed 16th  Feb  Walking Group meeting (On Zoom) 
Thur 17th Feb  March Magazine Deadline 
Mon 28th  Feb  Reading Group (On Zoom) " 7.30pm 
Wed 2nd  March Ash Wednesday " Holy Communion " 7.30pm  
Thur 3rd  March Holy Communion " 11am 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector    Rev Nick Wills      

Associate Priest  Rev Sue Whitehouse   

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 
Lay Representative, Liz Philp 
Alternate Lay Representative, Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
Director of Music, Rupert Forbes  
Organist & Voice for Life, Sheila Chisholm  
Organ Scholar, Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu 
Servers’ Guild, Bill Polson  
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday), Kristee Boyd 
Monday Group, Jane Sutherland 
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am), Delia Keir 
Social/Outreach COG Convenor, Liz Hare 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Vestry Secretary, Janice Allister  

Hon Treasurer, Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Gift Aid Secretary, Chris Hodgson  
Community Development Officer, Kristee Boyd, 

 communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Buildings Manager/Hall Bookings, Laura Bird, 
development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Administrator/Magazine, Sheila Chisholm, office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
Sacristan, Liz Mackay 
Fire Warden, Pam Dugan  
Finance Convenor, Ralph Garden 
Works Convenor, Liz Mackay 

All these people can also be contacted via office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
or phone 0131 563 8198. A message can be left on the answer machine, but 
please note it may be a few days before messages are heard and dealt with.  
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Memorial Window on the South side of 
the church. (See article on p. 19.) 

The very top section of the window was 
used as our 2021 Christmas Card. 


