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From the Rector
Rev Nick Wills
The events of the last few weeks in Ukraine,
although witnessed at a distance via screens by us, News & Views
will remain with us for the rest of our lives. Please April 2022
pray for the people of Ukraine, the bereaved, the
injured, those who have lost homes and the millions
of displaced people. And pray, too, for repentance
both for individual Russian soldiers on the ground St Peter’s
and also for Vladimir Putin and others in authority. Lutton Place
A change in the heart of one person could make Edinburgh
SC017358
such a difference to the future of millions.
I write having recently returned from a holiday, so
want to begin by thanking Rev Sue Whitehouse
and Rev Chris Martin for covering during my
absence.
As many of you will know, whilst we were away we
had the sad news that my Dad had died, and I
would like to thank the many members of St Peter's
Church family who have been in touch to offer their
condolences. I really appreciate your support and
care.

The Scottish Episcopal Church
The Rt Revd John Armes
Bishop, Diocese of Edinburgh

Church Office
14 Lutton Place
Edinburgh
EH8 9PE
office@stpetersedinburgh.org

Tel No: 0131 563 8198

to Covid, the office remains
We continue to emerge slowly from Covid Due
closed with Laura and Sheila
restrictions, with a recent rapid rise in cases, and a working from home. Messages
worrying number of hospital admissions, causing may be left on the office answer
but please note it will
the Scottish Government to revise plans to lift all machine,
be a few days before it is heard
restrictions. So there is a possibility that we will or dealt with.
encounter further, as yet unannounced changes, in
the coming weeks, but for now the obligation to
wear masks during services remains, even though many other restrictions
have been lifted.

We have been able to share in Hadil and Mouaz's joy as they have finally
been reunited with Hadil's parents, Faten and Huda. Kristee has worked so
hard to support them and help them reach this point, and it is great to be
able to rejoice with her and them. Kristee is organising a series of
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fundraising events so that we can continue our commitment to them as a
family, and you can find out more about them on pages 15-16.
I am delighted that we have been able to resume our Walking Groups, and
I thoroughly enjoyed the walk that several of us took in Holyrood Park, and
especially on Salisbury Crags, following the 10.45am service on Sunday
20th March. The weather was glorious: bright skies really gave the sense
that Spring is here. I hope you enjoy some of the photos we took on the
walk, and are able to join us at one or more of our upcoming walks, which
are featured on pages 8-9.
We look towards Holy Week and Easter, when a variety of services will
give us the opportunity to enter into the story of Jesus' betrayal, Passion
and Resurrection in different ways. We will have a quiet Communion
Service on Maundy Thursday at 7.30pm, the choir will lead us through the
story of the Passion according to St John on Good Friday evening, and we
will celebrate together at our 9.00am and 10.45am services on Easter
Sunday morning.
With my prayers that our broken world will enter into blessing and peace
this Eastertide,
Nick

Children's Church
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Children’s Church runs every Sunday during the 10.45am service. Kristee
and a second adult take the children down to the hall during the first
reading. There are always plenty of toys and games for all ages.
All children are most welcome to join us.
For more information, please email Kristee:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.

4 • News & Views April, 2022

Young Adults & International Students
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
It was lovely to share pizza after church in recent weeks with some of our
students and young adults!
We will take a break over Easter and resume when everyone is back from
their term breaks. In the meantime, we have been discussing setting up a
prayer group for this age group. As we know, students and young adults
are often under a lot of pressure with exams and making choices for the
future, not to mention the worries faced by international students in terms
of visas, passports and visits home!
If you are a young person and interested in joining this prayer group,
please email Kristee: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.

Toddler Group
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Our Monday and Thursday Toddler Groups continue to thrive and we have
new families join us every week. They usually hear about us by word of
mouth, which is a great sign!
Thanks to St Peter’s, we have recently purchased a lovely new barista
coffee machine to make our lattes, which are a huge selling point to tired
parents and grandparents! We even make decaf and oat milk lattes. Many
thanks to Liz M, who has been covering for Ann in recent weeks. We run
every Monday and Thursday during term time, 10.00am – 11.30am. On
Mondays, we now end our session with a 10-minute family dance segment
from the lovely Oxana, one of our mums who is a professional dancer! If
you know anyone who wants to join us, please email Kristee:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.

Magazine Articles
Please email or submit your articles and
photographs to Sheila asap to
office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Thank you!

The DEADLINE for the
May issue is
THURSDAY 14th April
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Bishop’s Lent Appeal, 2022
The 2022 Bishop’s Lent Appeal is in aid of
‘The Welcoming’, an Edinburgh based charity
whose mission is to welcome New Scots to
Edinburgh, build community and learn together.
Wanting to make Edinburgh more welcoming to refugees and migrants, its
values are ‘Welcoming, equality, respect, creativity and learning’, with the
vision being of a diverse and inclusive Scotland, where everyone feels
welcome and can achieve their potential. More information can be found
at, https://www.thewelcoming.org/
Donations can be given directly to ‘The Welcoming’, or, during Lent there
is a box at the back of church for donations towards this important charity.

Helping Ukrainians
For those who would like to help Ukrainian refugees, various charities are
helping. These include:
Sanctuary Foundation supports new arrivals from Ukraine.
https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/
For those considering taking in refugees, there was a very helpful webinar
event, which can be watched here: https://youtu.be/4n-Wmru5LIA
If you have difficulties typing this link in and would like it sent to you,
please email the office.
Christian Aid is working with two partner organisations in the ACT
Alliance (a global faith-based coalition), to offer assistance to Ukraine
refugees who are fleeing the deadly violence. One can donate here:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) brings together leading UK aid
charities to raise funds quickly and efficiently in response to large-scale
disasters. The UK government has promised to match donations to the
DEC’s Ukraine Appeal up to £20 million.
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
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A Prayer for Peace
As we witness such a humanitarian disaster in Ukraine, at the beginning of
each Sunday service, a special prayer for Ukraine is said. The ‘Prayer for
Peace’ below has been produced in response to the invasion of Ukraine,
with members of the Scottish Church Leaders Forum, including Bishop
Mark Strange, Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church, standing in
solidarity with all those who face the perils of war and the fear that ensues
when the bonds of peace are broken.
Living God, Creator and giver of life to all people:
We ask that you would hear our prayer for peace amongst the nations
And for ending of conflict in Ukraine.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Living God, Who shall judge between the nations:
We ask that that you would lead the nations in the paths of peace
And that the dividing wall of hostility would be broken down.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Living God, Who has inspired faith across the ages:
Grant peace in the midst of war
And bring harmony to the commonwealth of nations.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Living God, Who gave his only Son that we might have life:
We ask that you would pour out your Holy Spirit
And inspire in us hope that peace will be renewed.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Signed by: Most Rev Mark Strange, Primus, on behalf of the College of Bishops,
Scottish Episcopal Church, Lord Wallace, Moderator of the General Assembly,
Church of Scotland, Most Rev Leo Cushley, Archbishop of St Andrews and
Edinburgh, Roman Catholic Church, Lt. Col. Carol Bailey, Secretary for Scotland,
Salvation Army, Adwoa Bittle, Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), Rev Dr David
Miller, Moderator, United Free Church of Scotland, Rev Neil MacMillan, Moderator,
Free Church of Scotland, Rev Paul Whittle, Moderator, United Reformed Church
(Scotland), Rev Martin Hodson, General Director, Baptist Union of Scotland,
Rev Mark Slaney, District Chair, Methodist Church (Scotland), Rev Thomas R.
Wilson, Chair, Congregational Federation in Scotland.
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New Trolley for our Children’s Work
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
We would like to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to Philip Booth for our amazing
new toy trolley! We needed something to
stack our big heavy boxes into, so that we
could wheel them in and out of the
cupboard more easily. Philip took a
regular trolley and modified it so that we
can fit up to 6 large storage boxes inside.
He designed the idea himself. The front
opens up to allow us to easily take the
boxes on and off the trolley and it is beautifully finished - one of our
families called it ‘a work of art’ (see photo)! This will be used for many
years to come and we really value Philip’s time and work on this for us.

Walking Group
Arthur’s Seat, Sunday 20th March
By Michael Rotter, Participant
Sunday 20th March was a gloriously sunny day with
a full blue sky and very warm for this time of year.
Following the service and coffee, 11 enthusiastic
walkers set out from the church and made their way
to Holyrood Park. The plan was to climb Arthur’s
Seat, but as we entered the park it was clear that
the top of the hill was covered with a great crowd,
and the routes up were also very busy. So a
decision was made that we would walk to the top of Salisbury Crags
instead. The path was certainly more rough and challenging than the main
Arthur’s Seat route, so some rock hopping tested our agility. As we
reached the top of the crags the wind was blowing quite strongly so there
was a little search for a suitable spot to have our picnic. The view of the
Forth out to Inchkeith island was absolutely stunning, with a lovely
panorama of Whinny Hill and Arthur’s Seat to our right.
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We continued on our way
down through the gorse
bushes
towards
Queen’s
Drive until we reached the
valley bottom. The party then
divided, with several climbing
up to visit the ruins of
St Anthony’s Chapel, whilst the others made their way up the Hunter’s Bog
valley to our starting point. When the two groups met again, we sat on the
rocks for a while in the sunshine, before heading back to the church.
It was a wonderful outing and a great way to begin the 2022 walks. A big
thank you to Liz Mackay who organised the walk and kept us going!
Future Walks
Saturday 2nd April, 11am-c. 2pm, Leader: Roddy Simson
Starting in Balerno, this walk is along the Water of Leith towards Leith. This
is a fairly flat walk with no steep hills to climb. It is easiest to get a Lothian
Bus No. 44 to start in Balerno. The bus stop is on Bridge Road at Balerno
High School. There are lots of places along the route where you can catch
a bus if wanted so it is very flexible in terms of distance. At the end of the
walk, one can either get a bus back to the cars, or a bus home. Please
bring a packed lunch to eat at a nice spot on the walk. For more
information, or to say you are going, please contact Roddy via the office.
Wednesday 13th April, c. 10am, Leader: Alec Mann
Up the North Esk: Start in Roslin, walking to Penicuik via Roslin Glen
Country Park and walking the railway path past Auchendinny. It is about
five miles long and will take about two-and-a-half hours. At the end, lunch
could be had in a pub/café before catching a bus 37 or 140 from Penicuik
back to Roslin to return to the cars. For more information, or to say you are
going, please contact Alec via the office.
Thursday 28th April Time tbc, Leader: John Smith
Cramond to South Queensferry. More details will be sent out in due course
in the Saturday and Walking Group emails. For more information, or to say
you are going, please contact John via the office.
For those who are not already on it and would like to receive emails about
the Walking Group together with the updated information about our walks,
please email the office and ask to be added to it.
Details of previous walks can be found online at,
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-walking-group
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Vestry Update, March
By Janice Allister, Vestry Secretary
Vestry meets again on Wednesday 6th April. The March meeting clashed
with the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday when the service took
precedence.
It has been wonderful to be meeting again as a church more fully and to
welcome new people, including several students. It has been good too
having more music in the 10.45am service as well as popular hymns.
Several have also remarked about aspects of the hall that they have
noticed since we began to meet for refreshments after that service on
Sundays.
Be reassured materials for insulating the roof are on order, although there
is some initial delay in fulfilling the particular thickness of wood-fibre sheets
needed for the specifications. It will be delivered in pallets ready for the
next phase in the Hall project. Storage space has been planned!
Other minor work on the church buildings, under the leadership of Liz
Mackay, has continued. The Works subcommittee continues to meet with a
full agenda.
We start and end each meeting in prayer, so please continue to pray for us
all, the timely completion of projects and everyone’s safety.

The Edinburgh Diocesan Synod
By Roddy Simson, Alternate Lay Representative
Synod was held on 12th March at St Paul’s and St George’s Church and
was well attended by both Clergy and Lay. We started with a short
Eucharist service at which prayers were said for Ukraine and we shared
the peace. The themes of peace, unity and the SEC’s response to Ukraine
were prominent during the day including Bishop John’s Lent appeal
supporting “The Welcoming”, a local charity which supports refugees and
asylum seekers from Yemen, Afghanistan and Ukraine by providing
amongst other things language classes, friendship groups, befriending
programmes, employability and skills guidance, a health and wellbeing
programme including cycling and running groups and a community fridge.
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Rev Rosie Addis from St John’s Church, Princes Street, led a discussion
on changes to the 1982 liturgy to make the language more gender neutral.
Contributors to the discussion welcomed the principal of inclusivity but
urged for conciseness, the continued poetic nature of the words and
careful consideration that the essential theology of what we believe
remains. As Rosie passionately said, “what we believe is communicated
through our Liturgy”. The discussion continues.
Next the Rev Dr Canon Sophia Marriage led a talk on Mission and Ministry
with aims to set diocesan priorities and vision and to inspire and
encourage churches. Among many challenging questions we discussed
was “What can you - personally and as a local congregation – do to
encourage each other/other churches around in faith and ministry?” If you
feel strongly about the church’s response to social issues, faith and
outreach then the Ministry and Mission committee are looking for lay
members. The group is very keen to be guided by the passions and
interests of the laity rather than particular experience or expertise.
Dr Bethany Nelson told us about the Big Walk to Carbon Neutral,
happening on 28th May. Groups will walk to St Mary’s Cathedral where
informal groups will discuss questions on this relevant and pressing issue.
Walks around the cathedral are also happening if you are less mobile or
energetic. Dr Nelson told us about the SEC Energy Footprint Analyser and
the NetZero Toolkit soon to be going online. A Diocesan Carbon Neutral
Group has been formed with the hope that each congregation can have an
Eco Rep, with smaller congregations having the option of having one
person who could work with several churches. So far 16 out of 52
churches have appointed Reps. The Diocese has a target of being carbon
neutral by 2030. This is quite a challenge for the buildings that many
churches use but it is so important for the church to be actively engaged in
this issue.
Overall, the day was interesting, challenging and stimulating. It is
encouraging to know that we are one church, not a collection of individual
churches, and it was a blessing to meet up in person with so many people
who were knowledgeable, passionate and visionary about where we are
going.
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Music Notes
By Rupert Forbes, Director of Music
We are delighted to have the choir singing
again on a Sunday morning! Choir meets in
church on a Thursday evening;
6.15pm; Voice for Life for Junior Choristers
7pm;
Junior Choir
7.45pm; Adult Choir
All are very welcome!

If you or your child are
interested in joining the Choir,
or would like information about
Voice for Life, please contact
Rupert and/or Sheila,

office@stpetersedinburgh.org

For this year’s Good Friday service the
choir will be singing a setting of the Passion
According to St John by Heinrich Schütz.
Heinrich Schütz (1585 - 1672) was born in north Germany and made two
visits to Italy to study initially with Giovanni Gabrieli and later to absorb the
influence of Claudio Monteverdi. Almost all of his enormous output of
compositions were settings of religious texts, including the complete set of
psalms. Much of his work showed the Italian influence and had
instrumental accompaniment and was polychoral in texture. However,
towards the end of his long life, already in his eighties, he made settings of
the passion story according to Matthew, Luke and John. These are much
more austere in nature and consist of long sections of recitative for the
Evangelist and Jesus, with a few interjections from other characters, and
choral settings of the reaction of the crowd. These works obviously formed
a template for the later great settings of the passion story by J. S. Bach.
In our version, the recitative sections will be replaced by spoken dialogue,
whilst retaining the choral numbers.
From Easter to Pentecost the sung Communion Setting will be
Noel Rawsthorne's ‘Festival Eucharist'.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For information on how you can help to support God’s mission and
ministry in St Peter's through giving, please contact:
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson can be contacted via the office.
Treasurer: Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Fresh Start – Look for the Helpers
By Janet Young
The American children’s TV host Fred Rogers
shared his mother’s advice, that, when faced
with scary news, look for the helpers. Sometimes
I find myself feeling overwhelmed by the
enormity of pain and suffering we see and hear
daily on the news. Here in Edinburgh there is poverty and homelessness
around the corner from riches and opulent accommodation. In the world at
large there is the spectre of war. However, on Sunday just as the weight of
these concerns seemed unbearably oppressive, one of “the helpers”
appeared in the form of Pat Whike. Pat joined me at coffee time and
chatted about the work of Fresh Start.
The oppressive gloom seemed to lighten as Pat shared the news of the
on-going work of Fresh Start in providing starter packs for homeless
people as they embark on a new tenancy. These packs are so important in
helping people cope in their new homes. However, there are other ways
that those involved in Fresh Start are helping people to maintain a
tenancy, such as in their newly refurbished Community Hub next door in
Ferry Road Drive. The Hub houses a number of resources: a cafe with a
play area for children, providing a welcoming place to socialise, for
meetings and also to make contact with advice and specialised support; a
well-equipped kitchen where cookery courses provide the opportunity to
learn new skills; a food shop providing groceries, including halal meat,
some items which are priced reasonably and some, such as vegetables,
that are provided free of charge; and a shop offering affordable second
household items to build on the starter packs.
Pat’s enthusiasm was infectious and she has offered to take me to the
Fresh Start Hub to find out more. It is clear that the work they do will be in
even greater demand as we anticipate the arrival of refugees from Ukraine
joining those already being referred through social services. I’m sure Pat
would be pleased to show others around the Hub and encourage us to be
among “the helpers” in whatever capacity we can offer.
Amongst ways one can help is through their ‘Hit Squads Team’, volunteers
who help clients to redecorate flats for people who have recently moved
into a new home after being homeless, or their ‘Gardening Team’, who
grow fruit and vegetables in community growing spaces.
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Fresh Start is continually looking for donations of dishes, cutlery, pots, and
small household electrical equipment such as kettles and toasters.
Information about Fresh Start and what they require can be found at
https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/. Or speak to Pat Whike over coffee after
a morning service.
Pat would like to thank those very much who have contributed some
beautiful items to Fresh Start!
Donations to our local Food Bank at King’s Hall can be handed in each
Thursday between 10.30am-12.45pm. They are especially short of coffee,
toothbrushes and razors.

Monday Group
By Liz Philp
We continue to have good numbers for our monthly afternoon meetings in
the hall. On 7th March Stewart Mackenzie showed stunning photos of
St Kilda, telling us the story of Trevor Morrison, who was not descended
from a St Kilda family but was evacuated to Bute during the war where he
had a piano teacher who was one of the last to leave the islands in 1930.
This man taught Trevor some traditional tunes which he never forgot and
many years later he wrote them down and then they were recorded and
became a hit. We learned much about the islands, about Soay sheep and
also the interesting fact that there is no such saint as Kilda, the name is a
corruption of Skilda, a Norse word meaning shield.
We agreed that we should support the appeal for Ukrainian refugees so a
donation of £100 has been made to the Disaster Emergency Committee
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.
Our next meeting on Monday 4th April is our AGM, which we hope to keep
as short as possible. As soon as it is finished we will welcome Catherine
Booth who will speak to us about notable Women Scientists. She was
supposed to come in January but that meeting was cancelled due to Covid.
We normally stop having meetings after April, but this year it will again not
be possible to have a May Drive so we will have one more meeting when
Chris and Susie Martin will talk to us about the six weeks before Christmas
which they spent in Kyiv, Chris being locum chaplain at the Anglican
church in the city. At the time they could not have imagined the current
appalling devastation in Ukraine. Monday 2nd May at 2.30pm in the hall.
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All are most welcome to any of our meetings, you don’t have to be a
Monday Group member, nor even a member of St Peter’s. Bring your
friends, just expect to pay £1 if you come.
For further information about the Monday Group you can contact Jane
Sutherland, Pam Dugan or Liz Philp via the office.

Loop System & Lighting
One of our members, Ian Gibson, has spent many hours
sorting out our Loop System and happily it is now working
very well. If your hearing Aid has a 'T' position, when in
church, please turn it to that. If your hearing aid does not
have a 'T' position, we have been advised to suggest to
those who wish to ask their audiologist to please enable
their hearing aid to 'link into a Loop System'.
Many will no doubt have noticed the much-improved lighting in the
Chancel. This again with most grateful thanks to Ian, who spent many
more hours ensuring the correct bulbs were in place, and that the lights
were positioned in the best places possible.
Ian, thank you very much indeed!!

A Warm Welcome to Faten Ayoubi
& Huda Dabbit!
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
On Wednesday 16th March, Rev Sue Whitehouse
and I had the privilege of seeing Hadil, Mouaz and
Bachir reunite with Hadil’s parents after 10 long
years! It was a gruelling lead-up, with lots of stress
over paperwork, as well as an hour-long wait at
the Arrivals gate for them to clear customs!
However they are finally here and we are thrilled
to have been a part of making this happen.
(Bachir & Grandfather moment.)
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In the weeks ahead, we will be doing a final fundraising push to help to
raise money for living expenses for this family. Whatever we raise will be
put into a monthly allowance to help them in the year ahead, as Huda and
Faten are not entitled to any benefits. To begin with, working in partnership
with St Peter’s lovely Syrian volunteer, Nour Al Zhouri, we will be running a
Sponsored Fast for the first two days of Ramadan, 2nd and 3rd of April. Not
only will participants be raising money for a fantastic cause, we will also
have the chance to learn more about this holy month in Islam, why
Muslims fast, how the dates and times are chosen and so forth. You can
fast for both days, sunrise to sunset, for only one day or for a specific
number of hours!
There are a number of ways to participate in this event. You can use this
link to register https://forms.gle/ETpKjw3nofLpYArs5, as some have
already (thank you!) and I will get a Sponsorship Form to you. You can
send me an email, letting me know how long you plan to fast for and I will
get a Sponsorship Form to you, or I will let you know a simple way of
recording your sponsors. Or if you aren’t able to join in the fast, please
consider making a donation to St Peter’s account for this family! Many
thanks for your support so far and for those of you who have already
committed to supporting this fun event! If you are not able to see St Peter’s
Facebook page where I have posted videos and photos of this beautiful
reunion, let me know. Or if you have any questions at all, email me at
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.

St Peter's Book Club
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Our chosen book for March, Syria’s Secret Library by
Mike Thomson, was recommended to us by Embrace
the Middle East. St Peter’s Book Club is a real pleasure
to be a part of and, sometimes, the discussion is even
more interesting than the books themselves!
We’ve not yet chosen our April book but we meet on the
last Monday of every month, at 7.30pm on Zoom. All are
welcome to join us. If you want to participate or if you
have an idea for a future book, please email Kristee:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.
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Eco-Matters
Eco Congregation
We have started implementing the Action Points that we committed to in
order to achieve our Silver Eco Congregation award! We will soon hold a
gardening committee meeting to discuss ensuring that we are using the
most sustainable fertilisers that we can, as well as adding some fruit trees
to our garden.
We now have bug hotels and additional bird feeders. We also added oat
milk as an option for coffees in our Toddler Groups during Veganuary and
it has been very successful! Some of our Toddler Groups now use more
oat milk than cow’s milk!

Easter is coming…
By Christine Bethune
Supermarket shelves are groaning with Easter eggs. As usual, many come
with far too much plastic packaging, even though many brands have
reduced the amount of plastic used and introduced ‘compostable’ wrap.
We can vote with our purses and only purchase those with recyclable
materials (foil can be recycled - scrunch it into a ball). And if we want to go
further, we can contact the brands we might otherwise have bought and
tell them why we didn’t!
You could try making your own chocolate eggs – I did last year but I am no
chocolatier!
You might be looking for Easter eggs that are plant-based, palm
oil/soya/gluten-free, organic or fairtrade – most likely a combination of
these. Here are some suggestions for sourcing ethical Easter eggs and
other treats. It’s easiest to do your own search using these hints rather
than have me list too much detail!
Brands: Co-op own brand; Moo Free; NOMO; Divine; Tony Chocolonely;
Happi; Booja Booja; Plamil , Montezuma
Online retailers: thevegankind.com (Glasgow); Ethicalsuperstore.com
(Gateshead); onlineshop.oxfam.org.uk/
Shops: Oxfam, One World Shop; Co-op; Realfoods; The Refillery;
Easter Greens
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Hard-to-recycle wrappings
By Christine Bethune
Top tip last month was definitely Tricia’s, about the Co-op bin for crisp and
biscuit packets, food wrap, etc. – see N&V, March 2022. This is brilliant. I
now take mine to the Co-op at the bottom of Lutton Place. Other
supermarkets are also participating, including Sainsbury’s and Tesco’s.
Not every branch offers this yet but it’s worth trying your local store. The
list is growing.

Low Emissions Zone, (LEZ) Edinburgh
By Alison Mowat
Edinburgh is proposing a new 24 hour, 7 days a week, all year round LEZ
starting on 31st May, 2022, and St Peter’s is just within the boundary. If this
happens, it is proposed that the minimum vehicle emissions allowed to
enter without being charged will be:
Euro 6: Diesel cars and light goods vehicles (generally those registered
from September 2015),
Euro 4: Petrol cars and light goods vehicles (generally those registered
from January 2006).
There will be a two-year grace period, with fines for high emission vehicles
beginning from 1st June, 2024.

Books for Bairns
We aim to gift the joy of books to children
‘One Child and One Book At A Time’.
Happy Reading!
Please put any picture books (that are in a good
condition) into the box at the back of church, or hand them into the office.
Reading and the enjoyment of books
is a lifelong gift to give all children.
Sadly some children live in families where there is no money for food,
and far less for books.
For more information about Books for Bairns, see:
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/books-for-bairns
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Be Distance Aware...
As we gradually return to greater normality in church, some are feeling
very apprehensive about such a move and we encourage all our members
to be sensitive to the needs of others. The Government has a ‘Distance
Aware’ scheme that provides a way of enabling those keen to keep a
social distance from others to make that known.
Free Distance Aware badges and lanyards are available in all libraries, and
most ASDA stores. Further details are available at:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-distance-awarescheme/

Edinburgh University Chamber Choir
The Edinburgh University Chamber Choir will be holding a concert at
St Peter's on 30th March, at 7.30pm. It will showcase some spectacular
choral pieces and solo acts, including Finzi's 'Lo, the Full Final Sacrifice'
and excerpts from Allegri's 'Miserere'. Tickets are £8, and Concessions £5.
https://youtu.be/AsVMTs6e_iI

In Memory...
Pamela (Pam) Breeze (23rd July 1948 - 17th March 2022)
Pamela met her husband, David, on an excavation
on Hadrian's Wall in 1966. She subsequently
studied at Durham University, gaining a first in
Theology. Moving to Edinburgh in 1972, she and
David have two sons, Simon and Chris. Pam’s
career was in teaching, which she loved, as she
was a born organiser and leader, and her extended
family and many lasting, loyal friends are a
testament to her commitment and vigour. Latterly,
as her illness progressed, she enjoyed being part of and getting involved in
activities here in St Peter’s, where she felt very comfortable and accepted.
A service of Celebration will be held in St Peter’s at 3.30pm on Tuesday
12th April.
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Pastoral Care
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue
know.
If you would like to book a home visit with Nick, please contact him directly.
He would especially like to bring Home Communion to those who have not
received Communion because they have been unable to come to Church.

Keeping in Touch
We continue to try to keep in touch with the congregation and give
whatever support is needed, with updates and additional material for
services and upcoming events being emailed out to congregational
members each Saturday evening. If you do not already receive these
emails and wish to keep in touch, please email Sheila via the church office:
office@stpetersedinburgh.org.
The office telephone number is 0131 563 8198. Due to Covid, the office
remains closed with Laura and Sheila working from home. Messages may
be left on the office answer machine, but please note it will be a few days
before it is heard or dealt with
The Ministry team can also be contacted via the office:
Rev Nick Wills
Rev Sue Whitehouse
Kristee Boyd: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
The most up-to-date information can be found on the website:
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ and blog: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog

Office Hours
Sheila works as Administrator on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Sunday, with emails regarding church usually being attended to on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The rest of her hours are taken up
with other tasks. The office is still closed, but if required, please arrange a
time with her to be there. office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Dates for the Diary
Services
Sundays ! 9am ! Holy Communion ! Traditional language with no music
or sermon.
Sundays ! 10.45am ! Holy Communion ! Modern language, with choir &
congregational singing.
1st Thursday of the month ! 11am ! Holy Communion ! Traditional
language with no music or sermon.

Regular Activities
Mondays & Thursdays 10am-11.30am ! Toddler Group (In the Hall)
Thursdays (In Church.) 6.15pm, Voice for Life ! 7pm-8pm, Junior Choir
! 7.45pm, Adult Choir
Last Monday of the Month 7.30pm ! Reading group
(On Zoom)

Special Events in March
Mon 28th March
Wed 30th March

St Peter's Book Club (On Zoom) ! 7.30pm
Edinburgh University Chamber Choir Concert ! 7.30pm

Special Events in April
Sat 2nd April
Mon 4th April
Thur 7th April
Wed 13th April
Thur 14th April
Thur 14th April
Fri 15th April
Sun 17th April
Mon 25th April
Thur 28th April

Walking Group ! 11am-2pm
Monday Group ! 2.30pm-4.30pm
Holy Communion ! 11am
Walking Group ! c. 10am
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Service ! 7.30pm
May Magazine Deadline
Good Friday Meditation ! 7.30pm
Easter Day Holy Communion ! 9am & 10.45am
St Peter’s Book Club (On Zoom) ! 7.30pm
Walking Group ! Time tbc

Rector's days off
In this day and age when technology means everyone can be contacted
constantly, the SEC policy is that all serving Clergy should have two days
off a week. Friday and Saturday are now our Rector's days off, and we
hope that all will respect this. On these days, please only contact him if it is
an emergency. Thank you.
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Holy Week at St Peter’s & Newington Churches Together
Palm Sunday, Sunday 10th April: 9am & 10.45am: St Peter’s
Services of Holy Communion to celebrate the triumphant arrival of Jesus
into the City of Jerusalem

Monday 11th April – Friday 15th April: Craigmillar Park Church
Holy Week morning services with breakfast: from 7.45am
Each morning one of five ministers from NCT’s nine churches will lead a
short service of worship, followed with breakfast. (Juice, cereal, rolls, tea &
coffee).

Maundy Thursday, 14th April
7.30pm: St Peter’s
A reflective service of Holy Communion, with choir, to commemorate the
Last Supper with Jesus.

7.30pm: Priestfield Parish Church
Celebration of Communion

Good Friday, 15th April
9.30am: Walk of Witness
The Walk of Witness will visit four NCT churches, stopping outside each
for a short time of reading, singing and prayer. It will start at 9.30am at
Craigmillar Park Church, proceed to St Columba’s Catholic Church, then
to St Peter’s Scottish Episcopal Church, to arrive finally at the City of
Edinburgh Methodist Church.

7.30pm: Good Friday Meditation, St Peter’s
A chance to reflect on the Passion story through word and music. The
narrated text, adapted from the Bible, is interspersed with the choir
singing the Choruses from the Passion according to St John by Heinrich
Schütz.

7.30pm: Mayfield Salisbury
Evening Service

Easter Day, Sunday 17th April: 9am & 10.45am: St Peter’s
Services of Holy Communion Services to celebrate the Risen Lord.
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Sunday Readings

*The passages being read

April
3rd Lent 5
Isaiah 43: 16-21 ! Psalm 126 ! *Philippians 3: 4b-14 ! *John 12: 1-8
10th Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50: 4-9a ! Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 ! *Philippians 2: 5-11 !
*Luke 19: 28-40
17th Easter Day
*Acts 10: 34-43 ! Psalm 118, 1-2, 14-24 ! 1 Corinthians 15: 19-26 !
*Luke 24: 1-12
24th Easter 2
*Acts 5: 27-32 ! Psalm 150 ! Revelation 1: 4-8 ! *John 20: 19-31
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Photographs on the Front Cover and on this page; Michael Rotter and
Nick Wills took these pictures during the walk along Salisbury Crags on
Sunday 20th March.
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People
CLERGY
Rector
Associate Priest

Rev Nick Wills
Rev Sue Whitehouse

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES
Lay Representative, Liz Philp
Alternate Lay Representative, Roddy Simson
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS
Director of Music, Rupert Forbes
Organist & Voice for Life, Sheila Chisholm
Organ Scholar, Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu
Servers’ Guild, Bill Polson
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday), Kristee Boyd
Monday Group, Jane Sutherland
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am), Delia Keir
Social/Outreach COG Convenor, Liz Hare
CHURCH OFFICERS
Vestry Secretary, Janice Allister
Hon Treasurer, Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org
Gift Aid Secretary, Chris Hodgson
Community Development Officer, Kristee Boyd,
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
Buildings Manager/Hall Bookings, Laura Bird,
development@stpetersedinburgh.org
Administrator/Magazine, Sheila Chisholm, office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Sacristan, Liz Mackay
Fire Warden, Pam Dugan
Finance Convenor, Ralph Garden
Works Convenor, Liz Mackay
All these people can be contacted via office@stpetersedinburgh.org or
phone 0131 563 8198. A message can be left on the answer machine, but
please note it may be a few days before messages are heard and dealt with.
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