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From the Rector
Rev Nick Wills
After a very hot start to the summer, things are News & Views
feeling a little bit more normal, weather-wise, at the September 2022
moment. I hope that you have had opportunities for
rest and refreshment over the summer, whether
that be heading off on holiday, taking in some of the
many delights of our local surroundings, or enjoying St Peter’s
the World class feast of cultural events that have Lutton Place
resumed in Edinburgh after a two-year hiatus.
Edinburgh
SC017358

We are looking ahead now to the arrival and return
of many students to our area, and, hopefully, The Scottish Episcopal Church
St Peter's, too. We will be holding a Welcome The Rt Revd John Armes
(Back) Church Lunch on Sunday 18th September for Bishop, Diocese of Edinburgh
the whole church, but especially so that we can
welcome students and help them to feel part of the
Church Office
community at St Peter's.
14 Lutton Place
The Bishop of Edinburgh has asked me to take on Edinburgh
the role of SEC/Anglican Chaplain at The University EH8 9PE
of Edinburgh. I will focus on this work on office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Wednesdays in particular, but it will give rise to Tel No: 0131 563 8198
greater opportunities to support students and staff Sheila and Laura work flexibly
at the University, and to welcome them to share in part-time, mostly working from
home. Messages may be left on
our worshipping life at St Peter's.

the office answer machine, but
please note it may be a few days
before it is heard or dealt with.

In the coming weeks Becky and I will be preparing
to welcome some Ukrainian refugees to live with us
at the Rectory. We have a little bit of sorting out to
do, first, and there are plans to do some work on the top floor to make a
more self-contained area for them to live in. And I have started learning
Ukrainian, mainly in case there is a younger child who comes to us who
may not have much English - we don't know who will be coming yet! It's a
big step into the unknown for us, but that pales into insignificance
compared to the step, for them, of leaving their homeland and relying on
the hospitality of strangers, especially under such traumatic circumstances.
Please pray for them and us.
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It remains to be seen how much interaction this will give St Peter's with
either these individuals, or the wider Ukrainian community, but we will wait
attentively and make our Hall and other spaces available to them for
community activities, if that is wanted or needed.
There are lots of other things going on over the next few weeks, mentioned
throughout the Magazine, including more Walks, so I hope to see you at
events or services over the coming weeks.
With my prayers,
Rev Nick Wills
Rector

Children's Church
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Despite ongoing work in St Peter’s hall, Kristee and a second adult will do
their best to provide something fun for the children during the 10.45am
service - sometimes, it will mean an activity at the back of church, other
times we will be in the garden or in the small hall. We will decide each
week, based on numbers, ages and weather!
Please speak to Kristee if you have any questions or concerns. All children
are welcome to join us. ☺

Young Adults / International Students
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
By the time this goes to print, Rev Nick Wills and I will have organised an
awesome schedule of social activities for the year ahead! We will get the
year started with a Welcome Lunch, after the service on Sunday
18th September. More information to follow. Once organised, we will
make sure that all students/young adults have a copy of the full schedule
of activities.
If you are interested in joining us but are not yet in our emailing group,
please make sure you have a chat with either Nick or Kristee, or email:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.
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Vestry Update, July / August
By Janice Allister, Vestry Secretary
Vestry members met on the 5th of July at the Rectory. No meeting was
planned for August.
All are welcome at our services. They have reached a stable pattern, with
a traditional said Communion at 9am and a more modern Communion
service, with choir and sermon at 10.45am every Sunday, a traditional
Communion at 11am on the first Thursday of each month and Evensong at
6.30pm on the last Sunday of each month from 25th September onwards.
Work on the Hall continues apace, thanks to the helpful contractors. The
scaffolding is still in place inside, but we hope all will be ready to receive
our regular groups in the autumn. New bookings continue to be received.
We are planning to increase cupboard space. We are grateful for the
patience and adaptability of hall users while this work goes on. Even when
the inside is completed, the roof is badly in need of re-slating so there will
be some disruption outside. We have been very conscious of health and
safety requirements for any volunteers working at height. We will find a
contractor for window cleaning this year, and will need to review heating
requirements once the effect of the new insulation is assessed.
Vestry agreed for a Ukrainian refugee family to be hosted by Nick and
Becky at the Rectory for a period of up to 12 months. We were still waiting
to hear news of placements in July. We have just heard that we are looking
at a date at the beginning of October for this hosting to begin. The works
committee are looking at further improvements to the Rectory top floor,
that may now be prioritised.
Please pray for all these considerations. The next Vestry meeting is
scheduled for 7th September.

Curtains Required...
Do you have spare curtains suitable for 2 rooms in the Rectory, for the
Ukrainians who will be staying there?
Window one is 8’ (244cm) wide, and window two is 5’ (152.5cm) wide.
(It is suggested that each curtain is about double the width of the window, but
this is not essential.) Both require at least a 5’ drop. As long as they are

big/long enough they can be altered.
If you can help, please let Liz Mackay know via the office;
office@stpetersedinburgh.org. Thank you!
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Music Notes
By Rupert Forbes, Director of Music
Following the summer break, regular choir
rehearsals
resume
on
Thursday
st
1 September at 7.45pm for adult singers.
New members are always very welcome
to join the choir and can either simply turn
up to a Thursday evening rehearsal, or for
more information, email me via the office,
office@stpetersedinburgh.org

If you or your child are
interested in joining the Choir,
or for information about
Voice for Life, please
email Rupert and/or Sheila via

office@stpetersedinburgh.org

Young singers up to the age of 16 are
welcome to join the Junior Choir which
rehearses on a Thursday evening from 7.00pm–8.00pm, with an option of
joining the Voice for Life sessions which are run by Sheila Chisholm from
6.15pm–7.00pm. For information concerning Voice for Life, contact Sheila
on office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Junior choir members join the adult choir to sing at Sunday morning
services, rehearsing at 10.00am for the 10.45am morning service. The
choir sings Choral Evensong on the last Sunday of the month, rehearsing
at 5.30pm for the 6.30pm service, and also occasionally at other events.

Choral Evensong
From September, Choral Evensong will now be held at
6.30pm on the last Sunday of the month.
It will be held on Sundays in;
2022; 25th September, 30th October and 27th November.
(Not in December.)
2023; 29th January, 26th February, 26th March, 30th April,
28th May, 25th June.
Please do put these dates into your diary, and come enjoy
this beautiful service! For those who found following the
service confusing, a new Liturgy Book has been prepared.
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Voice for Life
By Sheila Chisholm, Organist & Voice for Life Leader
Choral music is integral to the worshipping life in St Peter’s,
and the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) programme,
Voice for Life, basically covers everything to do with church
music. It helps enable participants to improve their singing,
and better understand what they are singing. Participants
work towards graded medals, with the coloured ribbons internally
assessed, and the Bronze, Silver and Gold Medals being assessed
externally.
All our junior choristers follow it, generally learning music theory and about
liturgy and the Church Year through fun games and activities. When the
weather is nice, we often meet in the church garden! Making the most of
Rupert’s singing expertise, singing technique is covered during Junior
Choir. Since starting to run it in St Peter’s c. 2006, all levels have been
attained. A chaperone is present, and thank you to Christine Rednall, who
comes each week, and to those who fill in when she is unable to be there.
New children are always very welcome to Junior Choir and Voice for Life,
and if you know of any children who would be interested in trying it out,
please do speak to Rupert or myself via the office. Interested adults are
very welcome to ask too!
In my role as a Network Tutor for the RSCM, I am leading a workshop
about the Voice for Life programme on Friday 16th September, from
6.30pm-9.30pm here in St Peter’s. This is for anyone who is interested in
finding out more about the programme; following it but not sure how to do
so; and with workshops for some of its requirements. (Cost: £8 for
Members of St Peter’s, £10 for non-members of the RSCM.) I am always
happy to answer any questions about the RSCM and any of its
programmes. More information about RSCM Scotland can be found on
their webpage: https://www.rscm.org.uk/areas/scotland-area-team/
For information on how you can help to support God’s mission and ministry
in St Peter's through giving, or to update your tax status, please contact:
Gift Aid Secretary: Chris Hodgson via, office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Treasurer: Laura Bird, development@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Toddler Group
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Our Toddler groups are back in full swing! Due to the hall renovations, we
are operating in the garden, weather permitting, Mondays and Thursdays
10am–11.30am. We continue to offer tea and barista coffee, as well as
healthy snacks for the children.
Feel free to contact Kristee if you have
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.

any

questions:

Walking Group
A big thank you to all our walk co-ordinators, who have led very interesting
and fun walks!

Congregational Walk on St Peter’s Day, Wednesday 29th June
Fisherrow Harbour to Portobello.
Co-ordinator, Rev Nick Wills
This very flexible congregational walk was
greatly enjoyed by c. 28-30 members.
It was a beautiful evening, and finished with
everyone eating together - either a picnic
brought by individuals, or fish and chips. It
was great having more walkers able to join
in throughout the walk, as work or other
commitments allowed. As some enjoyed
their tea, others were doing lots of
bodybuilding and exercises on the outdoor
workout bars, and a very fun evening was
had by all!

(The Mussel at Musselburgh:
a 12-foot high stainless steel
sculpture of a mussel shell
by Michael Johnson.)

Wednesday 6th July
By Liz Mackay, co-ordinator
Canal towpath from Ratho to Water of Leith Centre, Slateford.
It was a windy day, and it ended up being a day of people gradually joining
in, all arriving via different modes of transport - cycling, bus, or driving. In
the end, there were four walkers. Leaving Ratho, it was a lovely feeling of
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being right out in the countryside, although we could hear the motorway.
After stopping for lunch at a picnic table in the Hailes Quarry Park, the
merry band continued the rest of the way to Slateford. Here, three aimed
for refreshments in the Water of Leith Centre while one cycled home.
Our attention was drawn to a plaque on one bridge commemorating John
Scott Russell. He was a naval architect who studied the bow waves of the
barges here and discovered Russell’s solitary wave or solitron. He thus
improved ship design, and now this principle has been found in light
waves!

Saturday 6th August

By Alec Mann, co-ordinator

Fife Coastal Footpath between Dysart and East Wemyss, including the
Wemyss Caves and Macduff's Castle.
Eight of us met at Dysart Harbour where we had a good lunch at the
Harbourmaster's Cafe. Some of us had arrived late because of slow
buses, so the walk started late.
The walk was mainly through the Wemyss Estate, once a coal-mining
area. It passed so many places of interest I can only list them briefly.
Pan Ha' and St Serf's Tower define the view of Dysart from the sea.
Frances Colliery, closed in 1984, has a memorial and preserved winding
gear. Old Wemyss Castle, now ruined, has an interesting arched boundary
wall with two round towers, and a fairy garden nearby. West Wemyss looks
almost Mediterranean from a distance but has some fine buildings boarded
up and left to rot. Wemyss Castle, the Wemyss family's home, is hidden
from the coast path but traces of an earlier castle can be seen on the cliffs
above. At some places the sea has eroded the path which has been
diverted either along the beach or to a new path further up the bank. Some
seals were basking on rocks near West Wemyss.
After East Wemyss came the highlight of the trip: the Wemyss Caves,
which contain Pictish carvings believed to be about 1500 years old. We
visited two: Court Cave where we saw one set of carvings, and Doo Cave
which has no carvings but has nest-boxes for pigeons cut out of the walls.
The best is Jonathan's Cave, further along. To reach it meant either a
scramble over rocks or a walk up to Macduff's Castle and down again.
Scrambling proved difficult, so we walked up to the castle. As some of us
were then feeling tired we decided not to go on to Jonathan's Cave (down
to sea level and up again) but to a nearby bus stop from where we
returned to Dysart by bus, passing through the elegant estate village of
Coaltown of Wemyss.
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Future Walks
Friday 9th September, 6pm
Bruntsfield Links to the Grange & Sciennes Co-ordinator, Janet Hodgson
A historical walk from Bruntsfield Links, Meadows, the Grange and
Sciennes area with the possibility of ending in historical Leslie’s Bar. If the
weather is bad, a variation may be made to the walk. For more information,
or to confirm you are going, please contact Janet Hodgson via the office,
office@stpetersedinburgh.org

Tuesday 4th October, 6pm, Local, but the area is to be confirmed.
A walk in later September and one in later October are in the process of
being arranged but unfortunately the dates are not finalised in time to be
included. For those who are not already on the Walking Group email list
and would like to receive information about future walks, please email the
office and ask to be added to it. office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Details of forthcoming and previous walks can be found online at,
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-walking-group

St Peter's Book Club
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
Due to the summer break, our Book Club decided to read two
books over the last couple of months:
- Jodi Picoult's 'A Spark of Light' - A novel which takes on the
complex issue of abortion
- Ece Temelkuren's 'How to Lose a Country: The 7 Steps
from Democracy to Dictatorship'
We will meet over zoom to discuss these two books on
Monday 26th September, 7.30pm, so there is still plenty of
time to read one or both of them! If you're interested in joining
us for the discussion, make sure you let Kristee know (email:
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org) so that she
can send you the Zoom link.
Note: Our book for the meeting on Monday 31st October
will be The Gate of Angels by Penelope Fitzgerald.
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Eco-Matters
Season of Creation & Harvest Festival
During September, we will be following the Season of Creation, or
Creationtide, which will culminate with our Harvest Festival on Sunday
2nd October. A community Harvest Lunch will follow the 10.45am service
that day.
Dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life, this season is a time
when we celebrate creation and the environment. Please look out for the
new Liturgy Book for use at the 10.45am services.
The Eco Congregation Webpage has
more information about Creationtide.
https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/cr
eation-time/

English Pastoral: An Inheritance, by James Rebanks
By Anna McKinlay
James Rebanks, the author of The Shepherd’s Life,
returns with a thought-provoking book about three
generations of farming on his family's Lake District farm.
In this book he sensitively portrays the apparent essential
transition from his grandfather’s traditional farming
methods to a more “efficient” way of farming; with larger
fields, fewer hedgerows, more machinery, fewer
employees (knowledgeable and skilled farm labourers),
pesticides etc. Rebanks then reflects upon the alarming impact of these
changes, both on their farm, and further afield: the loss of wildlife from the
fields and skies, the development of crops resistant to pesticides, and
natural disasters like the Cumbrian floods of 2015.
He reflects on our world of consumerism, where we have become
"strangers to the fields that feed us”. In the 1950s British households would
spend around 35% of their income on food and drink, and now that figure
is around 10%. How can farmers maintain healthy landscapes if we’re not
paying for it?
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When he inherits the farm from his father there are debts, dilapidation and
big decisions to be made as to how to manage his beloved farm… ‘beauty
doesn’t pay the bills’. Rebanks reflects on the old saying that ‘we should
farm as if we are going to live for a thousand years.’
A really thought-provoking, gentle and enlightening read… or at least it has
been so far… I have a few pages left!

Diocesan Environment Group Website
The Diocesan Environment Group website is packed with
ideas and resources to help the SEC become carbon
neutral by 2030. It is led by Bethany Nelson, and you can
contact her at bethany@psandgs.org.uk The website can
be found at https://edinburgh.anglican.org/environment/

Faith and Cultural Awareness for
Churches
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer
On Wednesday 7th September, 7.00pm–8.00pm on Zoom, Pall Singh,
Project Director of Building Bridges, is running a Faith & Cultural
Awareness event for those engaging with the emerging communities in
Edinburgh. This training event aims to equip Christians in the city to
understand the diverse communities and how to build bridges of friendship
and respect with the New Scots. The session will cover:
What is the difference between faith and culture?
• Who are the diverse faith groups and what do they believe?
• How do we build bridges with the New Scots?
• How can our Churches be a place of welcome and belonging?
•

For those who want to go deeper, there will be a series of three further
Zoom sessions on understanding the Hindu, Muslim and Sikh faith
communities in the Autumn and new year.
You can book your place on Eventbrite at;
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/faith-and-cultural-awareness-for-churchestickets-394451985507
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Morland Choir Summer Camp
By Angus Gibson, Junior Chorister (2012-2019), and former Head Chorister
Having sung in the St Peter’s Junior Choir from 2012, I first
attended the Morland Camp in 2014. I had such fun I have
gone every year since! I shall now return in summer 2023
as an adult helper. A special feature of Morland is that it
values its tradition of being an ‘extended family’ and has an
exceptional staff team.
At St Peter’s I relished the fun and fellowship with other young people in
Junior Choir, and on the Voice for Life programme, which continues to be
led by Sheila. I became Head Chorister in 2017, gained my Bronze Voice
For Life Medal in Jan ‘18, and my Silver in Jan ‘19. Both with Commended.
Junior Choir & V4L gave me my first real love of music and church music.
Two Morland summer choir camps in 2023 extend warm invitations to
children and young people. Both annual events will be held in the village of
Morland, located in Cumbria's beautiful Eden Valley, just 2.5 hours south
of Edinburgh.
For children aged 6-12 years a weekend of singing and outdoor activities
will be held 13th-14th May 2023. For the brochure and application form for
the 26th ‘Taste of Morland’ weekend, see https://morland.org.uk/taste-ofmorland/. The fee of £35 per child covers tutors, music, a cooked meal on
Saturday, and administration. Inspiring the children through choral singing,
and nurturing faith, the weekend is well worth attending. As places are
limited, early application is encouraged.
Details of the 52nd Morland Choristers' Camp for 9-17 year olds (30th July6th August ‘23) can be found at https://morland.org.uk, or on Facebook.
Here one can also hear/view a recording of the campers singing Evensong
in Carlisle Cathedral, on 5th Aug 2022. During this residential choir camp
we sing church and secular music that embraces a wide variety of periods,
styles and composers while at the same time meeting like-minded young
people from across the UK in a holiday atmosphere.
Both courses are Royal School of Church Music-approved, and if you
know of children and young people who enjoy singing and would gain from
the experience then do spread the word.
For more information, email admin@morland.org.uk.
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One person’s struggle with dementia
By David Breeze, husband of Pamela Breeze, who died on 17th March, ‘22
In the spring of 2003, we returned to our house
after an absence of 9 months while it was being
repaired. It was immediately obvious that Pamela
Breeze was not herself. This manifested itself in an
inability to take decisions. We presumed the issue
was the stress caused by the house on top of the
pressures of teaching. Pamela retired but the
‘stress’ did not evaporate. Quite the reverse. Slowly
she got worse. I sought an interview with her
psychiatrist, but medical etiquette would not allow
this without Pamela’s approval, which she would
not give. Eventually, ‘rules’ were relaxed. As a
result, in December 2012, I received a diagnosis, frontotemporal dementia,
the worst form of dementia for carers in the view of the British Medical
Journal.
Pamela had another decade to live. Perhaps the most difficult aspect of
these years was the struggle to obtain help and advice. Luck came into
this, including the discovery of a wonderful carer through a friend. And
throughout there was the support of the clergy and members of the
congregation at St Peter’s. Pamela always knew not just that it was
Sunday but also the time of the service. Her attendance was a great
comfort to her, and a cause of great appreciation on my part of the love
with which she was embraced.
Pamela took part in several projects including the 65+ Dementia Study,
intended to learn more about dementia. Pamela signed up for the crucial
element, the post-mortem. Immediately after her death she was taken to
the Royal Infirmary and tissue samples taken. Staff at the research unit
confirmed how important these are for research and training: such slides
are used every day.
We decided that we would encourage donations to be sent to Dementia
Research UK at the Royal Infirmary. A total of £3117 was collected.
In discussions with staff it was agreed that the donations should be used to
support the attendance of early career researchers at conferences.
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I felt this is exactly what Pamela would have wanted, supporting people at
the beginning of their careers.
In spite of the horrors of Pamela’s dementia, I feel that something good
has resulted, support for research into this awful disease.
For a number of years before her death, Pam had attended St Peter’s,
participated, and read Bible lessons beautifully. The very large number of
friends, colleagues and acquaintances attending her funeral, held in the
church, was a testament to how special she had been to many, and how
much she had been respected and admired in her renowned career.

‘Mission in Contemporary Scotland’
By Liam Jerrold Fraser. A book review by Rev Chris Martin
This is an important book by a young-ish Church of Scotland
minister. Since the 1970s Scotland has moved from being a
Christian to a post-Christian society. Now 93% of Scots do
not attend church. This book seeks to develop a contextual
missiology for Scotland. It is divided into 3 parts:
• the background to contemporary mission in Scotland
• the national context of mission in contemporary Scotland
• the practice of mission
The World that Was
Historically the Church in Scotland was linked to the Crown. The Scottish
Reformation of 1560 separated Scotland from Rome; and created an
enduring divide between Protestant and Catholic Scots. The Reformation
gave rise to the parish state. In Scotland “every part of society had to
conform to the faith taught by the Kirk”. The Church held itself responsible
for the development of education in Scotland, (the parish minister being
responsible for ensuring there was a teacher and a school in each parish);
it was the enforcer of morals; and the provider of upkeep of the poor. And,
Fraser notes “this enculturation of Christianity in Scotland bore much fruit”.
The Secularisation of Scotland
The ‘parish state’ was undermined between the late 17th and mid-20th
centuries by two key facts: schism, and economic affluence.
“The Reformed vision of Scotland as a godly nation, where kirk and people
were one, died on May 18th, 1843” with the Great Disruption.
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The growth of biblical criticism and the decline in Calvinism led to a neglect
of the Catechism. Religion came to be associated with Britishness; to be
Scottish was to be Presbyterian, British, and loyal to Crown and country.
By the 1950s the Church of Scotland appeared to be in a strong position.
But its social role had gone, its minsters were being trained in faculties
where the inspiration of Scripture was questioned, and its large
membership was predominantly nominal.
The Kirk had little to offer to contemporary youth culture. Growing
affluence led to a less restrictive form of morality. The BBC ceased to
uphold traditional Christian values. The duplication of church buildings
after 1843 led to what Robin Gill calls ‘the empty church’ phenomenon.
And with the advent of the Scottish Parliament, the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland lost its role as a kind of surrogate parliament.
The third part of the book explores new forms of practice.
Service
Fraser distinguishes two kinds of church:
a. inherited, communal, and institutional, where worship is just one
thread in community life; and
b. voluntarist, associational, and congregational.
The traditional denominations belong largely to the first kind; and a
growing number of evangelistic and charismatic communities to the
second kind. The first type of church will be less focussed on conversion
and evangelism. “The idea that mission should only, or primarily,
be concerned with service is a legacy of Christendom.” Fraser believes
that service restores the significance of the Church in a post-Christian
Scotland; by modelling care and hospitality. But he insists that service
must be wedded to mission and to Christian witness.
Evangelism
Community is essential for people to hold onto the faith. Why then don’t
church communities work? Fraser suggests that church plants in new
housing areas are culturally isolated. Church without Walls recognised
that the primary problem of the Church of Scotland was its prevailing
‘church culture’; traditionalism and clericalism. But CWW was squashed by
vested interests in the Church of Scotland and a refusal to invest in new
training structures.
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Fraser is more positive about Mission Shaped Church, and the Church of
England’s Fresh Expressions, which now make up 15% of the Church of
England congregations. One aspect of their success is the emphasis on
worship. “If worship is dowdy and passionless and irrelevant, then nonChristians will think the Gospel is too.” Fraser offers Messy Church as an
effective fresh expression; possibly the only initiative that has reached
unchurched families. The future will be a mixed economy [Rowan Williams]
of traditional and fresh expressions of church. Fraser uses stark language:
“The creation of fresh expressions is analogous to the Church sending out
lifeboats from the sinking Titanic, allowing the people of God to survive
their impending disaster”
Envoi
There is a lot of stuff in this book for us all to ponder. It is not a difficult
book to read. Perhaps inevitably Fraser is stronger on analysis than on
prescription. The book’s primary focus is on the Church of Scotland. But
what he says is valid across the denominations.
Word is that Newington Churches Together are going to address some of
these issues. We should pray for them. Before we need to take to the
lifeboats.

Sea Sunday
On Sunday 11th July a
large number of hats
were blessed before
being sent to The
Seafarers Mission.
Over this past year
Mrs Nan Murray has again been busy knitting
lots of hats, and another of our members has
also now joined in the knitting of these hats.
They follow a special pattern, and if you would
like it, please contact the office.
Thank you Nan and Kathleen - they will be much appreciated by the
sailors!
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Two Charities supported by St Peter’s
Newington Foodbank
By Tricia Anderson
St Peter's supports the Newington Foodbank. It may not be common
knowledge or long forgotten since Covid, but the food donated here goes
to the Thursday morning Foodbank held in the Community Church. There
is a box at the back of the church for donations of non-perishable food as
well as toiletries. Things that can be microwaved are useful as not
everyone who visits has a stove. Toothbrushes and toothpaste are also
often in short supply. It’s well known that prices are going up making it
difficult for everyone but your giving, however small, is going to make
someone else’s life worth living.
A lady who has started coming to the foodbank when asked what she
gained by coming said “So I can eat”. Seriously? “Absolutely. It’s a choice
between food and paying bills.” That’s the difference we are making.

We will be collecting for the Newington Foodbank at our
Harvest Festival Services on 2nd October.

Fresh Start
By Pat Whike
Fresh Start is in need of various household donations; dishes, cutlery, pots
& pans, cleaning items, small electrical items such as toasters, kettles,
irons, etc.
If you would like to help, please pick up a leaflet at the back of the church,
or see https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/ and click on 'items we can use'.

Helping Ukrainians
Various charities are helping Ukrainian refugees, including
Sanctuary Foundation https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/
Christian Aid
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC)
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
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Pastoral Care
If you know of a member of St Peter’s who is ill please let Nick or Sue
know.
If you would like to book a Pastoral visit with Nick, please contact him
directly. He would especially like to bring Home Communion to those who
have not received Communion because they have been unable to come to
Church.
Nick can be emailed via the office, office@stpetersedinburgh.org.

Keeping in Touch
We keep in touch with the congregation and give whatever support is
needed, with updates and additional material for services and upcoming
events being emailed out to congregational members each Saturday
evening. If you do not already receive these emails and wish to keep in
touch,
please
email
Sheila
via
the
church
office;
office@stpetersedinburgh.org.
Sheila and Laura continue to work flexibly part-time, mostly working from
home. The office telephone number is 0131 563 8198. Messages may be
left on the office answer machine, but please note it may be a few days
before it is heard or dealt with.
The Ministry Team can be emailed via office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Rev Nick Wills,

Rev Sue Whitehouse

Kristee Boyd: communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
The most up-to-date information can be found on the website:
http://stpetersedinburgh.org/ and blog: http://stpetersedinburgh.org/blog
If you have moved, have a new phone number, or are not sure whether
we hold your contact details, please contact Sheila in the office. She will
then be able to update our records. Thank you!
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Loop System
Happily our Loop System in church is now working very
well. If your hearing Aid has a 'T' position, when in church,
please turn it to that. If your hearing aid does not have a 'T'
position, we have been advised to suggest to those who
wish to ask their audiologist to please enable their hearing
aid to 'link into a Loop System'.

Office Hours
Sheila works part-time as Administrator on a Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday, with emails regarding church usually being attended
to on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, the rest of her hours being
taken up with other tasks. She works flexibly, mostly working from home.
If you need to see her at the office, please arrange a time with her to be
there. Email, office@stpetersedinburgh.org

Rector's days off
In this day and age when technology means everyone can be contacted
constantly, the SEC policy is that all serving Clergy should have two days
off a week. Friday and Saturday are our Rector's days off, and we hope
that all will respect this.
On these days, please only contact him if it is an emergency. Thank you.

Magazine Articles
Please email or submit your articles
and photographs to Sheila asap to
office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Thank you!
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The DEADLINE for the
October issue is
THURSDAY 15th September

Dates for the Diary
Services
Sundays " 9am " Holy Communion " Traditional language with no music
or sermon.
Sundays " 10.45am " Holy Communion " Modern language, with choir &
congregational singing.
Last Sunday of the Month " 6.30pm " Choral Evensong
1st Thursday of the month " 11am " Holy Communion " Traditional
language with no music or sermon.

Regular Activities
Mondays & Thursdays " 10am-11.30am " Toddler Group (In the garden)
Thursdays (In Church.)
6.15pm, Voice for Life " 7pm-8pm, Junior Choir " 7.45pm, Adult Choir
Last Monday of the Month " 7.30pm " Reading Group (On Zoom)

Special Events in September
Thur
Thur
Fri
Thur
Sun

1st
1st
9th
15th
18th

Sun
Mon
Sun

25th Sept
26th Sept
2nd Oct

Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept

Holy Communion " 11am
Weekly Choir Rehearsals resume " (See page 6)
Walking Group " 6pm " (See page 10)
October Magazine Deadline
Congregational event & Welcome to Students "
after the 10.45am service
Choral Evensong in St Peter’s " 6.30pm
St Peter’s Book Club (On Zoom) " 7.30pm
Harvest Festival " 9am & 10.45am " A Harvest
Lunch will follow the 10.45am service.

Tues

4th

Oct

Walking Group " 6pm
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Sunday Readings

*The passages being read

September
4th September
Creationtide 1
*Deuteronomy 28: 1-14 " Psalm 1 " Philemon 1: 1-21 " *Luke 14: 25-33
11th September
Creationtide 2
*Deuteronomy 8: 7-18 " Psalm 51: 1-11 " 1 Timothy 1: 12-17 " *Luke 15: 1-10
18th September
Creationtide 3
*Amos 8: 4-7 " Psalm 113 " 1 Timothy 2: 1-7 " *Luke 16: 1-13
25th September
Creationtide 4
Amos 6: 1a, 4-7 " Psalm 146 " *1 Timothy 6: 6-19 " *Luke 16: 19-31
25th September
Choral Evensong Trinity 15
*Exodus 24: 1-8 " Psalms 120 & 121 " *Matthew 9: 1-8
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The good traveller
(on the journey through human life)
takes care of his weary companions.
He guesses when they lose heart.
He takes them as he finds them,
listens to them.
Intelligently, gently, above all lovingly,
he encourages them to go on
and recover their joy in the journey.
Helder Camara, A former Archbishop in Brazil.
Rev Sue Whitehouse quoted this in her sermon on Sunday 3rd July, 2022.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Front cover picture taken in The Botanics by Donald Allister.
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People
CLERGY
Rector
Associate Priest

Rev Nick Wills
Rev Sue Whitehouse

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES
Lay Representative, Liz Philp
Alternate Lay Representative, Roddy Simson
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS
Director of Music, Rupert Forbes
Organist & Voice for Life, Sheila Chisholm
Organ Scholar, Ifeanyichukwu Ezinmadu
Servers’ Guild, Bill Polson
Parents & Toddlers (Monday & Thursday), Kristee Boyd
Monday Group, Jane Sutherland
Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday at 11.00am), Delia Keir
Social/Outreach COG Convenor, Fair Trade, Liz Hare
CHURCH OFFICERS
Vestry Secretary, Janice Allister
Hon Treasurer, Laura Bird
development@stpetersedinburgh.org
Gift Aid Secretary, Chris Hodgson
Community Development Officer, Kristee Boyd
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
Buildings Manager/Hall Bookings, Laura Bird
development@stpetersedinburgh.org
Administrator/Magazine, Sheila Chisholm office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Sacristan, Liz Mackay
Fire Warden, Pam Dugan
Finance Convenor, Ralph Garden
Works Convenor, Liz Mackay
All these people can also be contacted via office@stpetersedinburgh.org
or phone 0131 563 8198. A message can be left on the answer machine, but
please note it may be a few days before messages are heard and dealt with.
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Greetings Cards for Sale
Our Head Chorister, Catherine Rednall, has
designed and painted using watercolour, a beautiful
picture of a sunflower. This is being printed as a
greetings card, and will soon be available for sale in
church. £1 from each card is going towards helping
to support the Ukrainian family that Nick and Becky
will hopefully soon be hosting.
A card and envelope is £3, and we hope many will
purchase cards.
Thank you, Catherine, for your generosity!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Congregational walk on St Peter’s Day on 29th June. (See page 8.)
Most photos were taken by Iain Jack.
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