Readings, Collect and Year’s Mind
Sunday 4th September
Season of Creation 1
In our Year’s Mind this week, we pray for Margaret Phillips, Margaret Holtom,
Norah Mann, Donald McLaren, Hamish Wotherspoon
We pray too for Graham Sinton, who died recently, and his family and friends.
We also give special prayers for Chris P., Janet & Richard S., Joanna, Bill,
Masami, Joan M., Delia, Nancy, Gonzalo, Jane T., Ukraine, its people, and the
World.
The Intercessions are being led by Pam Dugan.
Collect for the Season of Creation
God Most High,
maker of heaven and earth,
you created humankind in your own image
and entrusted the whole world to human care:
give us grace to serve you faithfully,
that we might be trustworthy stewards of your creation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
The Old Testament reading is Deuteronomy 28: 1-14 (Read by Christine Bethune)
If you will only obey the Lord your God, by diligently observing all his
commandments that I am commanding you today, the Lord your God will set you
high above all the nations of the earth; all these blessings shall come upon you and
overtake you, if you obey the Lord your God: blessed shall you be in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of
your ground, and the fruit of your livestock, both the increase of your cattle and the
issue of your flock.
Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading-bowl. Blessed shall you be when
you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. The Lord will cause your
enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out
against you one way, and flee before you seven ways. The Lord will command the
blessing upon you in your barns, and in all that you undertake; he will bless you in
the land that the Lord your God is giving you. The Lord will establish you as his holy
people, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord your
God and walk in his ways.

All the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord,
and they shall be afraid of you. The Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the
fruit of your womb, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your ground in the
land that the Lord swore to your ancestors to give you. The Lord will open for you
his rich storehouse, the heavens, to give the rain of your land in its season and to
bless all your undertakings. You will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow.
The Lord will make you the head, and not the tail; you shall be only at the top, and
not at the bottom – if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which I
am commanding you today, by diligently observing them, and if you do not turn
aside from any of the words that I am commanding you today, either to the right or
to the left, following other gods to serve them.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Psalm 1
1. Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered
in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2. Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on his law day and
night.
3. They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
4. It is not so with the wicked: they are like chaff which the wind blows away;
5. Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgement comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.
6. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked is
doomed.

The New Testament reading Philemon 1: 1-21
I Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our dear
friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to
the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God
because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus.
I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the
good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty,
yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love – and I, Paul, do this as an old
man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my
child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so
that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the
gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good
deed might be voluntary and not something forced.
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might
have him back for ever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved
brother – especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord. So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.
If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my
account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing
about your owing me even your own self.
Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in
Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do
even more than I say.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

The Gospel Reading is Luke 14: 25-33
Glory to Christ our Saviour
Large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, ‘Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying,
“This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.”
Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of
you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.’
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Post Communion Prayer
God of all mercy,
in this eucharist you have set aside our sins
and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Hymns are from Complete Anglican Hymns Old & New
58
Awake, my soul, and with the sun
455 My God, accept my heart this day
163 Father, Lord of all creation

Anthem: For the beauty of the earth, by John Rutter

