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From the Rector 
Rev Nick Wills 

As I write it is almost the longest day - and each 
year in Edinburgh I appreciate afresh the light 
summer evenings that seem almost endless. 

And it's this time of year when we celebrate our 
patronal festival with a church community walk on 
29th June and festival Evensong. The accessible 
walk and picnic by the sea will hopefully allow 
those who'd like a longer walk to stretch their legs 
starting in Musselburgh and those who'd like a 
gentler stroll can join us from Joppa. Those who 
may be working later or who would just like to join 
us for the (bring/buy your own) picnic can meet us 
at Straiton Park - a chance for us to share food 
and time together in a lovely setting. (See page 14) 

We held our first "Process" service on the              
evening of Sunday 11th June - the team discussed, 
mulled and creatively developed the service, 
called "Room to Grow", from ideas that came from 
Psalm 126. It was well received by those who 
attended, hopefully giving lots of food for thought 
even if (or especially if) there were things that 
were challenging or different. 

It featured an olive tree, which you can read more 
about on page 6. 

The next service is on 9th July and will focus on Psalm 52, with the title 
"Cries of Anger". Come along at 6.30pm with an open heart and mind, 
ready to engage with a creative process. 

During this past few weeks, we have temporarily moved away from the 
lectionary readings for each week and instead have focussed on Giving 
and Stewardship and Biblical attitudes to giving. Though this is often seen 
as a difficult or delicate subject, it is one that is at the heart of the Bible, the 

mailto:office@stpetersedinburgh.org


4 • News & Views July / August 2023  

Gospels, the Early Church and Jesus' own ministry so there is plenty to 
focus our minds on. 

Part of this series of evaluating our attitudes towards money is a challenge 
to all of our committed members, myself included, to pray and carefully 
consider our proportional giving to the church.  

As we head towards the end of the academic year we say goodbye to 
some of our students, some of whom will return in the Autumn but others 
are moving onto new places and adventures. We wish them well and look 
forward to seeing returnees after the Summer. We will have another 
programme of fun and interesting events. For those young people finishing 
their school year and their teachers we pray for rest and refreshment. Our 
hardworking team of children's church leaders will also be taking a break 
but children are always welcome at St Peter's so the children's corner with 
various activities will always be available during services. 

With my prayers, 
Your Rector, 
Nick 
  

June Vestry Update 
By Janice Allister, Vestry Secretary  

The Vestry met on 7th June.  

We continue to hope that work on the roof can commence soon, although 
our approved contractor is not now free until August.  

Once the work is done, our reserves will be considerably depleted.  

We therefore need to rebuild our reserves as well as increasing our regular 
giving.  

We will have had four weeks’ preaching on giving by the time this News 
and Views is published.  

Laura Bird updated us on several other aspects of the Hall use.  

Please pray for all these concerns. 

The next Vestry meeting is scheduled for 5th July 2023.  
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Children's Church 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

As usual, our Children's Church will be on hold for the summer, to give 
staff and our kind volunteers a break. Our last Children's Church before 
the summer will be on Sunday 25th June. We will resume again on Sunday 
20th August.  

As always, children are very welcome at St Peter's and we will have a fun 
children's area set up during services over the summer break. 

 

Young Adults / Students 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Our final outing for the academic year was a trip to St Andrews, with Nick 
and Sheila, last month. In the next few weeks we will be putting together 
an exciting new schedule of social activities for the year ahead!  

If you are a new student/young adult, please have a chat with Rev Nick 
Wills or Kristee after a service, or email Kristee at 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

Our next social schedule will begin in September when students are back 
from their summer break. 

 

Online Bible Teaching 
Bishop Donald puts a new half-hour Bible teaching 
video online each Monday. He has now completed 
his ten-talk series on Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. 
A new series begins on Monday 26th June, going 
through Paul's letter to the Romans. All his video 
teaching is freely available at 
https://www.youtube.com/@feedmysheep2023 

He welcomes any comments, questions and suggestions and can be 
contacted via the office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org  

mailto:communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Prayer Tree 
By Rev Nick Wills, Rector 

You may have noticed a new olive tree on the 
mezzanine above the stairs linking the Church 
and the Hall. 

This tree was re-potted during our new Creative 
Evening Service, as we reflected on a verse 
from Psalm 126: "Those who sow in tears shall 
reap with songs of joy". 

The tree will come to form part of a display 
encouraging people from either our church, or 
Hall users from the wider community, to write 
any prayer requests that they have on special 
"leaves". These will then be read, and prayed 
for, by our clergy, and we hope will also form 
part of a weekly prayer meeting that we hope to 
start soon. 

More details to follow! 

 

Magazine Articles 
Please email or submit your articles                                                             
and photographs to Sheila asap to  
office@stpetersedinburgh.org   

Thank you! 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Front Cover picture taken by Donald Allister. 

The DEADLINE for the       

September issue is 

THURSDAY 17th AUGUST 
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St Peter’s Day 
We will be celebrating St Peter’s Day during Evensong on Sunday            
25th June, and on that day the Junior Choristers will be awarded their next 
Voice for Life Ribbons: Catherine Rednall: Red Ribbon, Emma Rednall: 
Dark Blue Ribbon, Lennox Brown: Light Blue Ribbon.  

Many congratulations to them all for their achievement over the year. 

Please see p. 14 for details about the congregational walk being held on  
St Peter’s Day itself, Thursday 29th June. We hope many will join in. 

 

Music Notes  
By Rupert Forbes, Director of Music      

CHOIR REHEARSALS / VOICE FOR LIFE  
Thursday Choir rehearsals have now paused for the summer break. There 
are no Thursday rehearsals in July or August except for one on Thursday 
27th July prior to Choral Evensong on July 30th. The Sunday rehearsals at 
10am do however continue throughout.  

Regular Thursday choir rehearsals and Voice for Life will resume on 
Thursday 7th September at the usual time of 6.15pm for Voice for Life,   
7pm for Junior Choir, and 7.45pm for those 18+. See above about Voice 
for Life Ribbons that are being awarded! 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG SERVICES 
Choral Evensong continues to be held at 6.30pm, 
usually on the last Sunday of the month.  

The next three services are on Sundays 25th June, 30th July 
and 24th September. Please note there is no Choral Evensong 
in August. The QR Code gives updates on the webpage about 
Evensong. This includes the music being sung. 
 

If you and/or your child are interested in joining the junior or adult choirs, 
please email Rupert via the office: office@stpetersedinburgh.org   
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WILLIAM BYRD (1543 – 1623) 
One of the foremost composers of Tudor Church music, died four hundred 
years ago, aged 80 on 4th July 1623. Together with his mentor, Thomas 
Tallis he held a virtual monopoly to print music, granted by Queen 
Elizabeth, which has allowed so much of their music to remain available to 
us to this day. He was appointed organist at Lincoln Cathedral at the age 
of twenty, and later became a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal, an 
institution of no fixed abode but in service to the monarch.  

He wrote an enormous amount of music for the Anglican Church but was 
often accused of being a recusant for not attending church services. In 
spite of the fact that upholding Roman Catholicism was punishable by 
death, Byrd retained his allegiance to Rome throughout his life, and 
managed to remain alive, probably due to the influence of the Queen. In 
his later years he retired to his native East Anglia, and was patronised by a 
number of secretly Roman Catholic nobility.  

He wrote three settings of the Mass in Latin, in three, four and five parts, 
and the choir will be singing the Agnus Dei from the four-part Mass during 
the 10.45am service on July 2nd.   

Byrd also left us the following legacy: “Reasons briefly set down by the 
author to persuade everyone to learn to sing.”  

1. First it is a knowledge easily taught and quickly learned where there is a 

good Master and an apt Scoller. 

2. The exercise of singing is delightful to Nature and good to preserve the 

health of Man. 

3. It doth strengthen the parts of the Brest and doth open the pipes. 

4. It is a singularly good remedy for stutting and stammering in speech. 

5. It is the best means to procure a perfect pronunciation and to make          

a good orator. 

6. It is the only way to know where Nature hath bestowed the benefit of        

a good voyce. 

7. There is not any Musicke of Instruments whatsoever comparable to that 

which is made by the Voyces of Man. 

8. The better the voyce is, the meeter it is to honour and serve God 

therewith; and the voyce of man is chiefly to be employed to that end. 

“Since singing is so good a thing, I wish all men would learn to sing.” 

(William Byrd 1543 – 1623) 
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Organ Scholarship 

Applications are now being sought for a new 
Organ Scholar during the 2023-2024 Academic 
Year. The scholarship will be in the first instance 
for the duration of one academic year, with the 
potential option of renewal. 

If you know of anyone who may be interested, 
please let them know, or ask them to contact 
Sheila or Rupert. More information can be found 
on the church webpage.  
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/organ-scholarship-
2023-2024-academic-year 

The purpose of the Organ Scholarship is to encourage aspiring organists 
to develop their skills as players and to extend their knowledge of the 
Anglican Church music repertoire and liturgy. Applicants do not necessarily 
have to be proficient organists but must at least already have a good 
standard of piano skills, and be keen to learn the organ.  

The scholarship will cover the cost of 15 hours of organ tuition with Sheila, 
our organist. They will also have the option of receiving conducting tuition 
from Rupert, our Director of Music, and gaining some experience in 
conducting the choir. 

The Organ Scholar receives no remuneration, but instead receives free 
organ tuition, optional conducting tuition, and a wide breadth of 
experience. When not involved in playing the organ, the scholar will be 
expected to sing in the choir.  

Further information and an application form can be obtained from: 
The Church Office; 14 Lutton Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9PE. 
Or by email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Applications should arrive at the latest by 15th September, 2023.  

Auditions will be held at St Peter’s towards the end of September, at a date 
to be decided. The successful applicant will begin at a mutually agreed 
date after the following week. 
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Valencia Community Fund 
By Laura Bird, Treasurer and Fundraiser 

St Peter’s is thrilled to announce that the landfill tax credit scheme, 
Valencia Communities Fund, has offered £25,000 towards the cost of 
renewing the hall roof at St Peters. 

The roof is only about 85 years old and might be expected to last a bit 
longer. But some of the slates are tiny, probably recycled from the 19th 
century hall that was demolished in the 1930’s. It has become apparent 
that the hall roof is now beyond repair as recent patching attempts have 
proven fruitless. 

Some of the cast iron rainwater goods are also in a bad way and not up to 
the job of carrying water away from the building. 

St Peter’s is extremely grateful to kick start the appeal for this Phase Four 
of the hall renewal project. 

Valencia Communities Fund was previously called Viridor and some of you 
may remember that they gave a fantastic £50,000 which paid for the new 
flat roof on the Link Building five years ago. 

The first drawdown for the fund must be made by end of November so the 
Works Committee is liaising with the preferred contractor in order to make 
this deadline in good time. 

Our treasurer, Laura, will continue to apply for other funds towards this 
vital project. 

St Peter's Book Club 
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Our final book before the summer break was Villette by Charlotte Bronte.  
A huge thank you to Tricia for hosting the Book Club at her house every 
month, and to everyone who has come along for the discussions. After this 
goes to print, we will be selecting our summer book. We will meet to 
discuss this book on Monday 28th August.  

For more information about our Book Club, chat with Kristee after the        
10.45am service or email her at 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org. 

mailto:communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
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St Peter’s Giving and Gift Aid 

By Chris Hodgson, Gift Aid Secretary 

Thank you to all who continue to contribute financially to the work and life 
of St Peter’s. We are coming to the end of the church year 2022-2023 
when fresh supplies of Free Will Offering (FWO) envelopes that are 
numbered individually and Gift Aided, saving having to fill in specific details 
each time, are distributed to those of you who donate using this method.  
 
Sadly the company that we get these envelopes from has closed down due 
to Covid-induced change in which a majority of donors have switched to 
paying directly by bank transfer. However, our new all-singing all-dancing 
printer, with Sheila’s efforts and growing knowledge of what this printer is 
capable of, has enabled us to print not only our own FWO envelopes but 
envelopes also for one-off donations or for specific charity appeals. The 
new style replacement envelopes will be available for use from the 
beginning of July 2023. 
 
For those who prefer to donate regularly via standing order or direct debit 
from your own bank this is possible using forms available from me or from 
your bank.  
 
One-off donations can also be made by Internet banking directly into            
St Peter’s bank account. 
 
Please email our Treasure, Laura Bird to get the bank details for                      
St Peter’s. development@stpetersedinburgh.org 
 
The new-style white envelopes, found at the back of church, will also be 
available for less regular or one-off donations to St Peter’s. For these 
envelopes, if you are able and wish to Gift Aid your donation, please write 
your name, address, date and, importantly, the value of your donation on 
the envelope. If you want your donation to be used for a specific purpose, 
e.g. the Building Fund or a particular appeal, please write the purpose of 
your donation on the envelope. When giving to a specific appeal 
electronically, please also label the donation clearly.  
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Charity appeals we have had this year include those for Poppy Appeal 
Scotland, Christian Aid, Mercy Ships, Christmas Hampers for local 
Refugees, the Bishop’s Lent Appeal, and Sunflower Scotland that delivers 
aid to Ukrainians at the front line.  
 

With best wishes. 
Chris can be contacted through Laura.  
 

Helping Ukrainians 
Various charities are supporting Ukrainian refugees. These include: 

Sanctuary Foundation https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/  

Christian Aid offer assistance to Ukraine refugees who are fleeing the 
deadly violence. 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC)  
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal 
 

Toddler Group  
By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Our Toddler Groups run every Monday       
and Thursday, during term time, from 9.30-
11.30am. Edinburgh schools will soon be on 
summer break, as will our Toddler Groups.  

Our last Toddler Group before the summer 
will take place on Monday 26th June, and we 
will resume on Monday 21st August.  

Many thanks to everyone who has supported these lovely groups, 
including covering while I was away in Australia. Special thanks to Ann 
Stevenson for her hard work, which makes these groups run much more 
smoothly! Also thank you to Maggie and to Liz M who come along regularly 
to chat to parents/grandparents and to help with the crazy amount of 
cleaning up involved! Looking forward to seeing you again after the 
summer break! 
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Befriending Craft Sessions 

By Kristee Boyd, Community Development Officer 

Our Befriending Craft Sessions, funded by Edinburgh Interfaith, have been 
a hugely enjoyable social activity over these last 6 months. We have made 
mosaics, origami flowers, pressed flower lanterns, mandala art and clay 
pots.  

Our final session before the summer is Bookmark Weaving on  
Wednesday 28th June. For those of you who have been attending 
regularly, we are planning a 'catch-up' session on Wednesday 30th August, 
10.00am - 12 noon, to allow for an opportunity to complete any crafts you 
may have missed!  

If you have not yet attended any craft sessions but would like to, please 
email Kristee at communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org for more 
information.  

At this stage, it is looking like a possibility that we will have extra funding to 
run some more Befriending Craft Sessions after the summer, so watch this 
space! 

 

Thank you for another New Bench!  

Some will have noticed that a new bench has recently appeared in the 
garden beside Aslan the lion. 

Once again Mr John Spencely CBE has spent 
time in his workshop for St Peter’s! Due to 
deterioration and being very unsafe to sit on, 
the previous bench had to be removed. This 
new bench has been made from scratch and 
once again we greatly appreciate John’s 
beautiful craftsmanship and generosity!  

We will express our thanks with a voucher and 
thank you card.  John Spencely sitting              

on the new bench. 

 

mailto:communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Congregational Walk for St Peter’s Day 

Fisherrow Harbour to Portobello, Thursday 29th June, 6pm 
On Thursday 29th June, St Peter's Day itself, we are having a 
congregational walk, and we hope that many in the congregation will join in 
this very accessible walk! We will meet at Musselburgh Harbour 
(Fisherrow), and walk along to Portobello, aiming to arrive at the 
promenade to Straiton Place Park about 7pm. 

6pm, Meet at Fisherrow Harbour to Portobello, to walk to Joppa Band 
Stand. (Lothian Buses 26, X26, 44, 113, 124 all stop at the bus stop 
'Musselburgh, Fisherrow'.) 

c. 6.45pm; Band Stand at Joppa. Anyone who wishes can join us here. 
(Lothian Buses 19, 26, 113 stop at Coillesdene Drive) 

c. 7pm; meet at the Promenade at Straiton Place Park 

(Between Regent Street and Marlborough Street. Lothian Buses 19, 26, & 
113 all stop at Portobello Town Hall, which is near these roads.  

Those who are unable to walk or meet up at the beginning are very 
welcome to join us at any point along the way. At the end, we plan to all 
eat together and please either bring a picnic, or we can recommend             
St Andrews Fish and Chip Shop in Portobello High Street, or there are lots 
of other food options nearby. The timing will be slightly fluid, depending on 
the pace of the walkers.  

Please contact the office if you would like more information, and/or plan to 
go, or meet up on the way. 

 

Walking Group 
Walks during July and August are in the process of being organised but 
unfortunately have not been finalised in time for the magazine. If you would 
like to hear up-to-date information about these and future walks, and are 
not already on the Walking Group email list, please email the office and 
ask to be added to it!  

Information of walks will also be included in the ‘Saturday’ emails. 
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Report of Walks held in May and June 

Blackford Glen Road to Swanston, Saturday 27th May 

By Tricia Anderson, walk participant; walk co-ordinator, Roddy Simson 

It was a balmy, slightly cloudy day as we gathered for our church walk. 
Roddy had collected 12 folk to do the three and a half miles from Blackford 
Glen Road to Swanston. The afternoon began with introductions as not 
everyone was from St Peter’s: there was a family from Lincoln, and a 
friend of a walker. 

It was a wonderful walk! Nature excelled 
herself as everything has suddenly 
flourished and grown so we were walking 
under a canopy of luscious green leaves. 
Along the river, the lad from Lincoln was in 
his element as we found a football floating 
which was rescued and then kicked and 
dribbled virtually the whole way. At Braid 
Burn some rock hopping took place and 
when we passed a rope swing attempts 
were made to find a way to jump on it but 
fortunately it was too far to clamber as it looked decidedly unreliable. 
Instead one brave soul climbed up a slope along a fallen tree. 

Apart from being in nature and breathing the fresh air, what is wonderful 
about the walks is the mixing and different conversations that take place. 
The mum of the two children with us commented that she ‘loved watching 
her children engage in conversation with different people of different ages. 
It is such a wonderful opportunity for intergenerational conversations with 
folks from all sorts of different backgrounds’, plus a chance for others to 
get to know the people we see each Sunday, a bit better. 

As we neared Swanston some of us made a short detour to see a broad 
slab of red sandstone, possibly from the neolithic period known as The 
Caiy Stane. It is in a residential area, standing at over nine feet high and it 
is unlikely that many even know it's there. 

And so to our half way point and wonderful home-made refreshments at 
the tea shop complete with fantastic views across the Swanston golf 
course and beyond. By the time we got there, our numbers were depleted 
by two and only five walked back the way we'd come! But that's the beauty 
of these occasions: do as much or as little as is practical and enjoy the 
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experience as well as explore new paths, talk in more depth than usual – 
and find prehistoric monuments!  

Thank you to Roddy and Lenore for a beautiful, enjoyable and warm (in 
every way) walk. 

 
Linlithgow Loch, Saturday 10th June 

By Liz Mackay, walk co-ordinator 
 

We all met up as arranged in front of 
Linlithgow Palace and found our way onto 
the path round the loch. Despite the sun and 
beautiful day, all five of us all needed our 
wind proof jackets. From the other side of 
the loch the view to the palace with the sun 
full on the east side with its main entrance 
caused a major photo stop.  

As well as the gulls, swans and 
ducks we saw a Canada goose 
and a grebe with young. Finally 
those with a picnic went to find 
a bench while the others 
resorted to the coffee shop.  

Details of previous walks can be 
found online at, 
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-
peters-walking-group 

Giving to St Peter’s 
We thank the many members who regularly give and contribute financially 
to aid the continuation of the work of God in St Peter’s.  

For information on how you can help to support God’s mission and ministry 
in St Peter's through giving, or to update your tax status, please contact: 

Hon. Treasurer Laura Bird  Gift Aid Secretary Chris Hodgson    

Laura and Chris can be emailed via development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Below: Linlithgow Palace and  
  St Michael’s Parish Church. 

https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-walking-group
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/st-peters-walking-group
mailto:development@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Eco-Matters 

Plastic Free Poppies  By Anna McKinlay 

At this time of year poppies are in 
bloom – a beautiful sight to behold, 
and also a memory of lives lost, 
and ongoing conflicts around the 
world.   

Each year The Royal British Legion 
sells thousands and thousands of 
poppies for the annual Poppy 
Appeal. After three years, and 
hundreds of iterations, this year 
their poppies will be plastic free. They are made from 100% paper and can 
be recycled in ordinary recycling bins. The new poppy design has a 40% 
lower carbon footprint (Prof Lettieri UCL). The paper is responsibly 
sourced, and 50% of it comes from waste in the production of coffee cups.   

This year you may still see some of the previous design of poppy, as 
supplies are used up. However, these can be returned to Sainsbury’s 
stores for recycling after the Poppy Appeal.   

This is the first time in 28 years that a new poppy has been developed.  
The poppy can continue as a national symbol of remembrance, whilst also 
being more sustainable. Even better though, is to save your poppy (if it’s 
still in reasonable condition) and wear it next year. You can always donate 
to the appeal without taking a poppy.  

 

SEC Net Zero Action Plan (2023-2030) 

To read the SEC Net Zero Action Plan approved at the 2023 General 
Synod from 8th to 10th June, please see the following webpage.  

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/NZAP-For-GS-
2023-Final.pdf 

This is following the ‘Net Zero strategy’ consultation that was held by the 
SEC from 15th February to 28th March 2023. 
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Helping our Neighbours 

Books for Bairns 

A project to gift the joy of books to children 
‘One Child and One Book At A Time’. 

Please put any picture books (that are in a good condition) into the box at 
the back of church, or hand them into the office. 

Thank you to Liz Mackay who regularly delivers our books to the                  
South East Foodbank in Burdiehouse, South Edinburgh! 

For more information about Books for Bairns, see: 
https://stpetersedinburgh.org/books-for-bairns 

 

Newington Foodbank  

By Tricia Anderson 

It’s been a joy to find goodies in the Foodbank box every week. Donations 
from St Peter’s have definitely increased and are gratefully received. You 
will be pleased to know that in the four weeks of May, we had a total of             
73 items placed in the box at the back of church, which is a huge increase.  

For those not sure what to buy, think protein or nutritious: so things like 
tinned beans, fish, meat and meat meals plus oil. These are particularly 
popular and now in shorter supply. 

The reason for this is that Edinburgh City Mission can no longer provide 
the same amount of funds to top up the gaps as previously. St Peter’s 
increased giving is timely so thank you for the part you play.  

If you have any questions about the Newington Foodbank, please speak to 
Tricia.  

 

Fresh Start  By Pat Whike 

Fresh Start is always in need of various household donations. If you would 
like to help, please pick up a leaflet at the back of the church, or see their 
webpage; https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/  

 

https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/
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Sunday Readings      

July, 2023 (* = passages being read) 

2nd July  Fourth Sunday after Trinity  

*Jeremiah 28: 5-9  Psalm 89: 1-4,15-18  Romans 6: 12-23   

*Matthew 10: 40-42 

9th July  Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

*Zechariah 9: 9-12  Psalm 145: 8-15  Romans 7: 15-25a   

*Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

16th July  Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

*Isaiah 55: 10-13  Psalm 65: 9-14  Romans 8: 1-11  *Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

23rd July  Seventh Sunday after Trinity  

Isaiah 44: 6-8  Psalm 86: 11-17  *Romans 8: 12-25  *Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

30th July  Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

1 Kings 3: 5-12  Psalm 119: 129-136  *Romans 8: 26-39   

*Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

30th July  Evensong   

*1 Kings 6: 11-14, 23-28  Psalm 74  *John 6: 1-21 

August, 2023  

6th August Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

*Isaiah 55: 1-5  Psalm 145: 8-9, 15-22  Romans 9: 1-5  *Matthew 14: 13-21 

13th August Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

*1 Kings 19: 9-18  Psalm 85: 8-13  Romans 10: 5-15  *Matthew 14: 22-33 

20th August Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

*Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8  Psalm 67  Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32  *Matthew 15: 21-28 

27th August Twelfth Sunday after Trinity  

Isaiah 51: 1-6  Psalm 138  *Romans 12: 1-8  *Matthew 16: 13-20 
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Clergy Team 
Our Clergy Team can be 
contacted via the office: 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Rector  Rev Nick Wills 
Associate Clergy  

Rev Sue Whitehouse  
Bishop Donald Allister  

 

Office  
There are currently no set office hours with Laura, Kristee and Sheila all 
working flexibly part-time, sometimes from home. If you need to see one of 
them at the office, please arrange with the appropriate person a suitable 
time to meet.  

Laura Amongst a number of jobs, Laura is in charge of all 
the hall and church bookings. If you would like to book either 
of these please contact or email Laura; 
development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Kristee coordinates a range of groups and activities. These 
include children’s church, toddler groups, 
activities for students and young adults, 

community meals, befriending craft group, book club, and  
St Peter’s work with refugees. For further information about 
these groups please email Kristee; 
communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Sheila is the Church Administrator. She deals with anything 
concerning church matters and supporting the Clergy Team. 
Usually working on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Sunday, church emails are usually attended to on Mondays / 
Wednesdays: 10am-4pm, and Thursdays 10am-3.30pm. 
The rest of her hours are taken up with other tasks.   
Sheila’s email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

mailto:communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Pastoral Care 

By Rev Nick Wills, Rector 

I am very happy to spend time with members of St Peter’s when you have 
particular concerns or are facing difficult situations. Please feel able to 
speak to me to arrange a time to talk. I would be happy to meet you at my 
home or yours, or in a coffee shop, or to go for a walk if you prefer.  

I also understand that sometimes you may feel it more appropriate to 
speak to either Sue or Donald, and I am grateful for their willingness to 
minister in this way.  

If you, or someone you know, have not received Communion because 
you/they have been unable to come to Church, then members of our 
Clergy and Lay Pastoral Team would be happy to bring you Communion at 
home. 

Please let Nick, Sue or Donald know if you hear of a member of St Peter’s 
who is ill. 

 

Keeping in Touch  

Each Saturday evening the service information and notices are emailed 
out to congregational members. If you do not already receive these emails 
and wish to keep in touch, please email Sheila via the church office; 
office@stpetersedinburgh.org.  

 

Rector's days off  

Friday and Saturday are usually Nick our Rector's days off, and we hope 
that all will respect this. On these days, please only contact him if it is an 
emergency. In this day and age when technology means everyone can be 
contacted constantly, the SEC policy is that all serving Clergy should have 
two days off a week.  

 

mailto:office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Dates for the Diary   
Services 
Sundays  9am  Holy Communion  Traditional language with no music 

or sermon. 

Sundays  10.45am  Holy Communion  Modern language, with choir & 

congregational singing. 

Usually second Sunday of the month  6.30pm  Process  

Usually last Sunday of the month  6.30pm  Choral Evensong 

1st Thursday of the month  11am  Holy Communion  Traditional 

language with no music or sermon. 

Regular Activities  
Mondays & Thursdays  9.30am-11.30am  Toddler Group (Term-time) 

Thursdays (In Church – resumes on 7th September.)  

6.15pm, Voice for Life  7pm-8pm, Junior Choir  7.45pm, Adult Choir  

Last Monday of the Month  7pm  St Peter’s Book Club (Not in July) 

Events from June to August  

Sun  25th June Choral Evensong, celebrating St Peter’s Day  6.30pm 

Mon  26th June Final Toddler Group before the summer.  

Wed  28th June Befriending Craft Session  10am-12 noon 

Thur  29th June Congregational Walk for St Peter’s Day  6pm 

Thur  6th  July  Said Communion Service  11am 

Sun  9th July  Process  ‘Cries of Anger’  6.30pm  

Sun  30th July  Choral Evensong  6.30pm 

Thur  3rd  Aug  Said Communion Service  11am 

Sun  13th Aug  Process  6.30pm  

Thur  17th Aug  September Magazine Deadline 

Sun   20th Aug  Children’s Church Resumes 

Mon  21st Aug  Mon/Thur Toddler Groups Resume  9.30am-11.30am 

Mon  28th Aug  St Peter's Book Club  7pm 

Wed  30th Aug  Befriending Craft Session  10am-12 noon 
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People 
CLERGY 

Rector    Rev Nick Wills            
Associate Clergy  Rev Sue Whitehouse    

     Bishop Donald Allister  

DIOCESAN REPRESENTATIVES 

Lay Representative  Roddy Simson 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 

Director of Music   Rupert Forbes     

Organist & Voice for Life Sheila Chisholm    

Servers’ Guild    Bill Polson           

Toddler Group (Mondays & Thursdays)  Kristee Boyd 

Monday Group    Jane Sutherland          

Thursday Lunch Club (1st Thursday)                Delia Keir 

Social/Outreach COG Convenor, Fair Trade   Liz Hare       

CHURCH OFFICERS 

Vestry Secretary  Janice Allister    

Hon Treasurer      Laura Bird   development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Gift Aid Secretary Chris Hodgson         

Community Development Officer   Kristee Boyd 

       communitydevelopment@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Buildings Manager/Hall Bookings   Laura Bird  

             development@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Administrator/Magazine   Sheila Chisholm    office@stpetersedinburgh.org 

Sacristan        Liz Mackay            

Fire Warden      Pam Dugan                  

Finance Convenor      Ralph Garden 

Works Convenor      Liz Mackay     

All these people can also be contacted via office@stpetersedinburgh.org 
or phone 0131 563 8198.  

A message can be left on the answer machine, but please note it may be a few 
days before messages are heard and dealt with.  

 

mailto:development@stpetersedinburgh.org
mailto:development@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Giving the Prayer Tree room to grow. ‘Process’ Service, Sunday 11th June 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The cygnets and duckings in Dunsapie Loch, Holyrood Park.  
The 6 cygnets have survived and there are now also 10 ducklings  

and 8 moorhen chicks! 
(Photos taken by Donald Allister.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


