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From the Rector

Rev Nick Wills

As it starts to feel a little more spring-like and the

days lengthen, we have reached the season of News & Views

Lent.

We celebrated Shrove Tuesday with a good
group of students - getting to know some of our
newer members alongside the settled core of
regulars.

We shared a mixture of pancake types from
French style crepes to American/Scottish thicker
pancakes, with a choice of lots of different

toppings.

We have continued with a Board Games night,
and we are planning a series of further events, to
build the group further.

Lent began with a traditional Ash Wednesday
communion and each Wednesday there is an
opportunity for deeper reflection with the Lent
study group. Thank you to Sue, Lenore, Roddy
and Janet for preparing these sessions for us,
based on Micah 6:8. If you have missed some, it
is not too late to join (in the choir vestry, enter
through the Hall door, 7.30pm).

Our Lent Appeal is for Newington Food Bank
Plus, which is run by our neighbours at
Community Church Edinburgh, and supported by
ourselves and other churches within Newington
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Churches Together. This local expression of support for those struggling
the most with the cost of living crisis is itself under threat, as it has lost its

major funding stream.

Donations can be given through the retiring collection, and specially
labelled Gift Aid envelopes are available for tax payers, or as donations of
items via the box at the back of church near to the main entrance. If you
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are a tax payer then giving money will go further than donating items of the
same value, due to the reclaimable tax. Your generosity will be much
appreciated and will be used directly to help those most in need in this part
of the city.

The hall roof has been completed, with just a couple of small touching up
jobs remaining on some exterior paintwork. It looks great, and it is good
that we have made such a substantial investment which will benefit the
church and community for generations to come, just as we benefit from the
vision and investment of past generations who built the church and hall.
A basic principle of stewardship is to try to pass things on in a better
condition than you found them, and that is certainly the case with the work
on the Hall over the last few years.

Thank you to everybody who has been involved in these projects:
planning, fundraising, donating and sometimes getting hands on with the
work, too.

Our next project will be to consider how to make the most of the stage end
of the Hall. Vestry will be looking at different options over the next couple
of months, before we bring forward proposals for consultation with church
members.

My aim will be to maximise the value of the Hall by enhancing the range of
uses to which it can be put, for the benefit of the church and wider
community, whilst also opening up new ways to generate income in the
future.

So, just as the season of Lent gives us pause to reflect, understand and
readjust in our own lives, we will now be entering a similar process of
reflection with regards to the buildings, in the hope that this will bear fruit in
the future.

With my prayers as we look ahead together,
Nick

What is a QR Code? On a Smartphone, open the camera and &
point it at the square. Click on the link that appears and you :
are taken directly to the given webpage, which will have more
information!

Front cover photo: Spring flowering rhododendrons at the Botanics, taken
by Donald Allister.
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Children’s Church

All children are very welcome to our services.

Children are very welcome to use and enjoy the activity and colouring-in
station set up at the back of church, in the Children’s Corner. |

During the 10.45am Sunday service, if there is a group of
children who would like to join in, there will be fun activities
based on the day's Bible theme in the church hall. Children
and their leaders usually leave during the first Bible reading.

If you have any questions, please speak to a Welcomer or to Becky our
Children and Young People's Worker before the service. Or you can email
becky@stpetersedinburgh.org any time.

Youth and Children in the Diocese

The Diocese of Edinburgh holds various events for e
families. For information about or to book these Youth

Events, see https://edinburgh.anglican.org/mission-and- My serizo]
ministry/youth-and-children/youth-and-children-newsletter/ = “8fn - ===
B3

Or contact Rev Fiona Reynolds, the Diocesan Advisor for
Christian Life: freynolds@dioceseofedinburgh.org. 0131 346 9089,

Joanna Appleby, the Admin Assistant (Mission and Ministry);
jappleby@dioceseofedinburgh.org 0131 346 9085, or Phoebe Pryce, the
Administrative Assistant, administration@dioceseofedinburgh.org

Toddler Group

Our Toddler Group, for those aged 0-3, runs on Mondays
and Thursdays during school term time, 9.30am - .,:
11.30am. Cost is £1 per family per session and tea/coffee h 4
and snacks are provided. Our groups are very welcoming
and friendly, with families from all over the world!

Thursday 28" March is the last Toddler Group before the Easter Holidays.
It resumes on Thursday 18" April If you know a family with young children
who would like to join us, email; becky@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Young Adults / Students

On Shrove Tuesday, the students met together for a fun
pancake party. Great debate was had about what different
countries call their pancakes- are they thin crepes, or thick drop
scones? A super variety of delicious toppings were also
enjoyed. Becky, Nick and the students shared the cooking,
and a great time was had by all.

We warmly welcome new students and young adults, and "
there will be a varied programme of special events
throughout the year for them to get to know each other | =
better. A%

Any students who want further details are invited to join our
student email list. For more details speak to either Nick, *
Becky or Sheila, or email becky@stpetersedinburgh.org

Process

All are very welcome to this monthly creative, interactive and
hopefully spiritually uplifting evening worship experience. We
usually meet in the hall, but may move around the building,
into the church, Millar Chapel, or if it is nice weather, outside.

The service is from 6.30pm — 7.30pm, usually on the
2" Sunday of the month, lasts about an hour, and |
refreshments are available afterwards.

The next service is on 10" March and promises to be very different from
anything we have done before!

(Due to lack of space, an article about previous Process services will be
included in a future magazine.)
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Lent Study Groups

Wednesdays 28™ February, 13" & 20" March, 7.30pm-9pm

The Lent Group is meeting on Wednesdays February 28", and March 13"
and 20" in the Choir Vestry from 7.30pm to 9pm. Lenore, Roddy, Janet Y
and Rev Sue Whitehouse will be leading them and the format will be
similar to that of last year.... quiet opening and closing prayers, Bible
passages for reflection and discussions in small groups, and at 8.30pm
refreshments and the opportunity to chat and get to know each other.

We shall explore the themes raised in the Book of Micah Chapter 6 verse
8.... “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love mercy and
walk humbly with your God?”

All are welcome! Each session is complete in itself so you can come to as
many or as few sessions as you are able. Do just turn up but, if you know
in advance that you hope to come, it would be helpful if you could tell one
of us so that we know about how many leaflets to print!

St Peter’s Lent Appeal Newington

FoouBANK T

Newington FoodBank™

This year, our Lent Appeal is supporting Newington Foodbank Plus, based
just around the corner at the Community Church. After all our services
during Lent there will be an opportunity to also give financially through a
retiring collection for the Newington Foodbank. For those who wish to Gift
Aid their donation, Gift Aid envelopes are available at the back of the
church.

Tricia Anderson writes;

And so another month goes by and spring and warmer weather
approaches which hopefully means lower heating bills. The cost of living is
something we are all noticing and it is hard. But for folk with less, the
choices prove to be starker. A lady who never expected to be at a
foodbank was in tears to find support and food to take away as well as
being given signposting for pantries and alternative food sources.
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It is wonderful that we have people concerned and willing to provide for
those less well off. But what has been striking me recently is the
normalisation of foodbanks and the acceptance that there are people who
can't survive without handouts. With elections looming, perhaps this is
something to address?

But thank you for the part you play to provide for those struggling. This
month’s particular requirements are similar to February: sugar, instant
coffee, biscuits, long-life milk, pasta sauce, tinned fish or meat, shampoo
and shower gel.

Thank you! The teamwork is impressive: those who give, who pray, who
volunteer, who receive...

Keep praying!

World Day of Prayer A
Friday 1 March; 2.30pm at Mayfield Salisbury Church E"qP"
By Liz Philp P il

The service this year has been written by the Christian women of
Palestine. It was put together many months ago, long before the current
situation in Gaza. Since October all churches have been praying each
week for all the people in the area, for men and women of all faiths in
Gaza, the West Bank and Israel. Although the words of the service speak
of the problems of Palestinians since 1948 they invite us to “bear with one
another in love”. (Ephesians 4).

The World Day of Prayer (no longer only for women, all are welcome) is a
worldwide act of worship held on the first Friday in March each year. The
Southside Committee of the World Day of Prayer, with representatives
from the Church of Scotland, Episcopal, Roman Catholic, Methodist,
Salvation Army and Congregational Churches, hope very much that
members of their congregations will come to this year’s service, which is
particularly poignant due to the fact that those who put it together must be
having an unimaginably difficult time right now.

The service always ends with singing the wonderful hymn “The day thou
gavest, Lord is ended” which includes the moving words “As o’er each
continent and island the dawn leads on another day, the voice of prayer is
never silent, nor dies the strain of praise away.”
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Daffodils for Mothering Sunday

Daffodils represent the promise and hope of the new
life that Easter brings, and on Mothering Sunday, little
bunches of daffodils will be given to the congregation
as they leave church.

All who would like to help put these bunches together & &t

are asked to come to the church at 10am on &%

Saturday 9" March. One can just turn up, but it would =R
be helpful if you can please let Rev Sue Whitehouse know if you plan to be
there. Email: office@stpetersedinburgh.org

Thank you for organising this, Sue!

Big Church Spring Clean for Easter

In preparation for Easter, please come and help with our Big Church
Spring Clean from 10am-12 noon on Wednesday 20" March. Liz M is
organising the morning, and all helpers are appreciated.

Ongoing Help Required

We are currently looking for volunteers to help clean the church. Could you
help Liz M clean the church from time to time? There is no set day for
cleaning each week and it would be done together with Liz at a mutually
convenient time. We greatly thank Liz M and Sue R who have been
keeping the church so clean week by week.

If you are willing and able to help with either of these requests, please
either speak to Liz M or email the office. Many hands make light work!

Stewardship and Gift Aid

We thank the many members who regularly give and contribute financially
to aid the continuation of the work of God in St Peter’s. For information on
how you can help to support God’s mission and ministry in St Peter's
through giving, or to update your tax status, please email:

Gift Aid Secretary Chris and
Treasurer Laura via development@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Music Notes & Olivet to Calvary ﬁ

By Rupert Forbes, Director of Music

Choral Evensong will be held at 6.30pm
on Sundays 25™ February and 28" April. (Not in March)

Olivet to Calvary, J. H. Maunder

On Good Friday, March 29", the choir will be presenting the sacred
cantata: ‘Olivet to Calvary’, written by John Maunder. Maunder (1858 —
1920) was educated at the Royal Academy of Music and was organist at
several churches in London. He wrote numerous hymn tunes and
anthems, and several cantatas, and is best remembered for ‘Olivet to
Calvary’. He also wrote a comic operetta ‘The Superior Sex’.

The text by Shapcott Wensley (nom de plume
of H. S. Bunce) is based partly on scripture and
also contains original writing. The first part tells
of the last few days of Christ’'s time on earth,
from the Hosannas and palms to the solitude of
Mount Olivet. The second part recounts the
Supper of the Passover, through to the Garden
of Gethsemane, the meeting with Pilate in the  (picture painted recently by

Judgement Hall, the March to Calvary and the Catherine Rednall,
Crucifixion. our Head Chorister )

This cantata is very similar in style to John Stainer’'s ‘The Crucifixion’,
which we sang last year in Holy Week, and it is unashamedly Victorian.
It is scored for choir and organ with tenor and baritone soloists; however,
these solo numbers will be shared by various members of the choir. There
are also three well-known hymns for congregational participation.

We will be holding a retiring collection in aid of Newington Foodbank Plus.

Choir rehearsals are held on a Thursday night.

Junior Choir (aged 8-18) meets from 7pm-8pm, with the option of also
attending the Voice for Life session with Sheila at 6.15pm.
Adults (aged 17+) join at 7.45pm until about 9.30pm.

We are always looking for new members, particularly in the lower voices!
Email Director of Music Rupert Forbes and

Organist Sheila Chisholm office@stpetersedinburgh.org
10 * News & Views March 2024




Movable Feasts

By Richard Barnes

Why is Easter quite early this year? Well, the Paschal Full Moon, the one after
the Vernal (Spring) Equinox (21% March), is on Monday 25" March, so Easter
2024 will be on the following Sunday, 31°' March.

The date of Easter jumps about in the range 22" March to 25" April, because
of the 29-day lunar cycle; next year Easter will be 20" April.

This is for Churches that use the Gregorian calendar; those, mainly the
Orthodox, which keep to the old Julian calendar often have their Easter on a
later date. This year Orthodox Easter is 5" May, 5 weeks later than ours. But in
2025 the dates will coincide.

Easter sets the dates of all the other Movable Feasts, like Ascension and
Pentecost, over about 6 months from Ash Wednesday through Trinity Sunday
and beyond.

St Paul and the earliest Christians seem to have had no interest in days and
dates as they expected the return of Jesus in glory, perhaps within their
lifetimes.

The cycle of the Church Year as we know it today, from Advent to Christ the
King, has evolved over many centuries.

The Feast of Christ the King is only 99 years old.

The season of Creationtide, from St Giles on 1% September to St Francis of
Assisi on 4" October, is perhaps the most recent. It only came on my liturgical
radar about a decade or so ago. It originated in 1989 as an idea from the
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, in response to the World Council of
Churches’ Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation programme. And JPIC itself
echoes Micah 6: 8, the theme of our Lent Studies — ‘do justice, love mercy and
walk humbly with God'.

One of the earliest practices, though, was the annual recounting the events of
Holy Week in real-time.

When in AD 381-4 Egeria made her pilgrimage from North Spain to the sacred
places and Christian people of Egypt and the Holy Land, the pattern of Holy
Week from the Palm Sunday procession to Easter Day baptisms, was already
well established.

We at St Peter's can do likewise, particularly on Good Friday evening as the
music and poetry of Maunder’s Olivet to Calvary retraces the steps of Jesus
from Hosannas through Gethsemane to the Cross.
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February 2024 Vestry Update

By Janice Allister, Vestry Secretary

Vestry members met on the 7" February online.

Our Children and Young People’'s worker, Becky Wills, started on
10" January. Sue Whitehouse, her agreed manager has met with her.
Children and young people who come to church with their families now
have the choice of their own teaching and activities part way through the
morning service. We hope this will encourage them to come regularly.

We looked forward to Lent, beginning on 14™ February. The Lent Groups
start on Wednesday evenings from 21 February.

There was the usual business side of our meeting:

* We approved salary uplifts for all the paid staff, in line with the
inflation rate increase recommended by the SEC and approved by
our church finance committee.

* It is wonderful that the present phase of work on the hall is nearing
completion. The roof has withstood all the rain and wind so far,
thankfully. As with any building, various further jobs have been
brought to our attention, including improving lighting and ease of
parking outside the Hall, a “lick of paint” to the back rooms behind the
stage to make them useable.

* The Lodge lighting, heating and decoration are also in need of
refurbishment to make a comfortable working environment.

* A copy of the draft financial position for the second quarter of 2024
was also circulated. There have been savings, but we need to keep
ahead of all the expenses to prevent a further deficit.

Please continue to pray for your Vestry.

Our next Vestry meeting is scheduled for 6" March.

Befriending Craft Club

All are welcome to our friendly Craft Group for adults, held in the hall from
10am-12 noon on Tuesdays 27" February and 26" March. Bring your own
project, or join in with the group activity. Please let Laura know if you plan
to go. development@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Monday Group

By Liz Philp

We had a good attendance of 22 people at our meeting on 5" February for
the talk by Bob McIntosh on Scottish Lighthouses. He worked on the
conversion of lighthouses to automation from the 1970s onwards, the last
lighthouse in Scotland to be converted was in 1998. He ran us through the
history of lighthouses from the earliest in 1635, which was a simple beacon
fire, until the present day. The Stevenson family worked on the design and
building of lighthouses in Scotland for four generations until 1935; the only
grandson of Robert Stevenson who was not a lighthouse engineer was
Robert Louis Stevenson. The conversion of lighthouses to automation is a
tricky business, due primarily to their often-precarious locations. They are
now mostly solar powered, but need huge banks of solar panels since the
climate of Scotland can require up to 80 days of power to be retained!

Our next meeting will be a cinema outing on Monday 4" March, but we
cannot provide details of which film we hope to see until a few days before
the day because cinemas only bring out their next week’s programmes on
Thursdays. Let's hope there will be something worth seeing. We will
contact members and there will be information in the Saturday email and
on Sunday morning.

Our last meeting of this session will be our AGM on Monday 15™ April after
which Ralph Garden will give us a talk on his and Margaret’s visit to Costa
Rica.

| repeat the intimation from the last magazine about our Silent Auction in
conjunction with a Strawberry Tea on Saturday 15" June. If you have
items to donate and can’t hang onto them until June, contact me via the
office and | can arrange to collect them from you.

The cost of annual membership of the Monday Group remains at £5. We
would like to encourage all those who come and enjoy our meetings to
become members. We ask £1 per meeting for members, but £2 from non-
members.

For further information about the Monday Group speak to our secretary
Pam Dugan or our president Jane Sutherland, who can be contacted by
emailing the office.
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St Peter's Book Club

By Liz Hare, Book Club

The Book Club usually meets in the Choir Vestry on the last Monday of the
month, and welcomes new members to discuss a wide range of titles.

25™ March: ‘Steeple Chasing’ by Peter Ross, telling stories behind Britain’s
wealth of churches.

Monday 29" April: Barbara Kingsolver's powerful novel The Poisonwood
Bible, about the lives of the women in a missionary family in the Congo.

For more information, contact Liz Hare by emailing the office.

Walking Group

The Walking Group is having a break over the winter, but [@;
Janet H led a walk at the last minute. Below are details of this :
very interesting walk. If you would like to hear up-to-date :
information about future walks, the meeting points, etc, and [s).
are not already on the Walking Group email list, please email

the office and ask to be added to it!

St Andrew Square to Newhaven: Saturday 3" February.
By Janet Hodgson

On Saturday morning, 3" February, 2024, nine of us set off from a chilly
St Andrew Square to head to Newhaven. We headed north down Dublin
Street and via Scotland Street (of Alexander McCall Smith fame) to
George V Park which was originally created as a memorial following his
death in 1936. Prior to this the hollow had contained Canonmills Loch.

We were then on the line of the Edinburgh, Leith

now Waverley Station. The filled in entrance to the "
tunnel can still be seen on Platform 19 at Waverley. |~
The tunnel ran north under Dublin Street and |
Scotland Street, emerging briefly into the open *©
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before entering the Rodney Street Tunnel. As it was so steep heading
toward Waverley there had to be a cable system to haul it up and a
braking system on the way down.

In “Edinburgh: Picturesque Notes” Robert Louis Stevenson says of the
Scotland Street Train Station, “The sight of the train shooting out of its dark
maw with the two guards on the brake, the thought of its length and the
many ponderous edifices and thoroughfares above, were certainly things
of paramount impressiveness to a young mind.”

We looked into the Scotland Street Tunnel though there | bl Lok
is no access now and continued through the Rodney &
Street Tunnel, following the line of the old railway which
is now a walking/cycle route - the Goldenacre Path. This
kept north to Five Ways Junction where we turned &)
north-east on the Hawthornvale Path. Just after the @&
Sculpture Workshop, we ended up in Newhaven, very
conveniently beside a welcoming café where
refreshments were had. Some of us returned by tram, others the bus.

The weather was bright throughout and we were sheltered from the cold
wind most of the way. The route was 4km long, good surfaces.

COG

By Liz Hare, Convenor of the Community Outreach Group

St Peter’'s Burns Supper was held on 20" January and
attracted many members of the congregation as well as
from our wider community. This year we sold around 70
tickets and attracted people from China, Japan, America,
Poland, Germany as well as native Scots. ' S0

We were delighted that a lady learning Mandarin at %\
Heriot Watt brought a large party of her language tutors = . & <%
and their families. She wrote to express her appreciation: RANN

“Thank you for a very enjoyable evening last Saturday. For my international
friends | think it was a rare insight into the culture of our country. | was
pleased to see the mixture of ages. It was great that we managed some
dancing without causing chaos. There must have been enough competent
dancers there.’
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A Burns Supper is truly a team effort and all the volunteer helpers made a
great contribution: Donald S who piped in the haggis; all the speakers:
Chris and Janet H, Angie, John S, John R, and Roddy who ploughed into
the haggis ‘entrails’ with such gusto! A big thank you to everyone who
helped in the kitchen: Ruth, Gloria’s legendary cock-a-leekie soup,
Elizabeth D’s delicious cranachan, Tricia, Jennifer and John S for sterling
assistance in the kitchen. Ann S decorated the tables with style; Laure
fiddled for the dancing amplified by the excellent hall sound system which
proved its worth; everyone who assisted with the tidying up at the end was
hugely appreciated; James E ran the bar which greatly contributed to our
£650 profit, given to the church. My apologies to anyone whom | have
forgotten to mention.

The Community Outreach Group’s next major effort is the Summer Fair.

The church and hall are booked for Saturday 11" May 10.30 — 2.30.
Traditionally we offer free teas and coffees to the community, music in the
hall, and various stalls (books, plants, vintage clothing, bric-a-brac, etc.), a
barbecue, tombola, bouncy castle, competitions and a treasure hunt.

To make the Fair a success we need plenty of volunteers. Please let me
know if you can be of any help for even part of the day. And please start
collecting items for the stalls.

COG welcomes suggestions for events and activities, and new members.

St Marc’s, Grenoble
By Rev Chris Martin

We are off again at the end of February. We
shall be returning to St Marc’s, Grenoble, and
will be there until the evening of Easter Day.
Grenoble is an attractive city in southeast
France, at the foot of the French Alps, where
the river Drac joins the Isere. It is closer to
mountains than any city in Europe, with the
possible exception of Innsbruck. From the
chaplaincy apartment, you can see the
Vercors mountains, the site of a disastrous
uprising in summer 1944. Curiously, the city |
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centre is the flattest city in France. It is a historic city, named Gratianopolis
by the Romans, and subsequently part of the Burgundian kingdom. The
author Stendhal was born here. The city’s services and status were greatly
improved when it hosted the Xth Winter Olympics in 1968.

St Marc’s, Grenoble is one of the forty or so

Anglican congregations in the Archdeaconry of ,,
France. It used to be a joint chaplaincy with Lyon §
but became independent in 1993. The s
congregation was financially self-supporting for §

many years, but struggled after the planting of an
American-led ‘International Church’ about fifteen
years ago. Finances became very difficult and the S
last chaplain left in 2018, since when worship has ek
been sustained by a succession of locum clergy, F
mainly retired. Susie and | were last there in May and June 2019.

It was not our first contact with St Marc’s. Our daughter, Joanna, was a
member there when she was a student in Grenoble in the mid-1990s.
Sunday worship is in an ecumenical centre which is shared with the
Roman Catholic and French Protestant churches. It was the earliest such
ecumenical centre in France, built | think by the local authority, and is the
only one still functioning. It is a spartan concrete building. The service is
projected on PowerPoint onto the rear wall, and the singing is led by one
or other of their two music groups. Many of the hard-working church
leaders are English, who have been there for a long time, but the
congregation is ethnically and culturally diverse. More than half the
congregation are Nigerians, most of them refugees and asylum seekers.
They are faithful attenders, but have very limited resources.

While we were there in 2019 we resuscitated the Round Twenty Group; an
Open House bible study, prayer, and meal for students on Sunday
evenings in the chaplaincy flat. To the first evening four people came:
Jamie, an English PhD student in chemistry, who grew up in churches in
Fontainebleau and Norwich; his Turkish wife, Gizem, also a PhD student,
from a Muslim family in Izmir; their friend Abror, a graduate student in
geophysics, an Uzbek from a Muslim family in Bokhara, who became a
Christian through a Korean missionary while a student in Tashkent; and
Naomi, a recently arrived woman from a Methodist background in
Singapore. It was a striking reminder of the way God is at work through the
Holy Spirit in worlds far away from [what we think of as] the European
heartland of Christianity.
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Eco-Matters

Some pithy Soapy Statistics! by Anna M

* Liquid soap uses 5x more energy to produce, 20x more packaging and
15x more transport emissions than solid soap

* Solid soap lasts 7x as long as the same weight of liquid soap

* Could you consider joining the solid soap revolution? Solid shampoo and
conditioner bars are also available, and it's easy to find vegan and all
natural ingredient products.

Source: Georgina Wilson-Powell: Is it really green? Everyday eco
questions answered: (Dorling Kindersley, 2021)

Christine Bethune adds:

| love grium products, especially the shampoo. You buy them online and
sometimes they have great discounts. It's a Manchester-based company
despite the Scandi name!

Feedback re greetings cards

Following up our February article, Rupert Forbes (our Director of Music)
told us about an organisation called Elle Media Group, to which you can
send all your greetings cards, including those they don’t produce, and
even those with foil and glitter, and they will dispose of them responsibly.
Check them out at ellemediagroup.co.uk/recycling-your-cards.

Thank you, Rupert! One less category to go into landfill.

We are always very happy to receive feedback or recommendations for
possible inclusion in our eco articles. You can speak to Anna or Christine,
or send messages to us via St Peter’s Office.

Magazine Articles

The DEADLINE for the
Please note the earlier deadline due to March issue is
the April Magazine being issued a week Thursday 14™ March

early, on Sunday 24™ March.

Please email or submit your articles and photographs to Sheila asap
to office@stpetersedinburgh.org

Thank you!
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Helping Those in Need

Fresh Start

Fresh Start is always in need of various household Ff%gh§£§££
donations. If you would like to help, please pick up a

leaflet at the back of the church, or see their webpage;
https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/

Humanitarian Crisis in the Gaza Strip

Due to the uncertainties around safety for Aid Workers, and the terrible
loss of life of those serving in the UN, humanitarian projects in Gaza,
international aid and development charities have currently suspended their
work in the region.

Ukraine

Christian Aid offers assistance to Ukraine refugees
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC)
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal

Pastoral Care

By Rev Nick Wills, Rector

| am very happy to spend time with members of St Peter’'s when you have
particular concerns or are facing difficult situations. Please feel able to
speak to me to arrange a time to talk. | would be happy to meet you at my
home or yours, or in a coffee shop, or to go for a walk if you prefer.

| also understand that sometimes you may feel it more appropriate to
speak to either Sue or Donald, and | am grateful for their willingness to
minister in this way.

If you, or someone you know, have not received Communion because
you/they have been unable to come to Church, then members of our
Clergy and Lay Pastoral Team would be happy to bring you Communion at
home.

Please let Nick, Sue or Donald know if you hear of a member of St Peter’s
who is ill. Nick can be contacted by emailing the office:
office@stpetersedinburgh.org
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Clergy

Our Clergy Team can be contacted
by emailing the office.

Rector Rev Nick Wills
Associate Clergy
Rev Sue Whitehouse
Bishop Donald Allister

The Office

There are currently no set office hours with Laura and Sheila working
flexibly part-time, sometimes from home.

Laura Amongst a number of jobs, Laura covers finances,
building maintenance and hall bookings. If you would like to
book the hall please contact or email Laura:
development@stpetersedinburgh.org

Sheila is the Church Administrator. She deals with anything
concerning church matters and supporting the Clergy Team.
She works 20 hours a week, usually working on a Monday and
Tuesday, and Thursday and Sunday mornings. Church emails
| are usually attended to on Mondays and Tuesdays: 10am-4pm,

W|th other tasks. Sheila’s email: offlce@stpetersedlnburqh org

Rector's days off

Friday and Saturday are usually Nick our Rector's days off, and we hope
that all will respect this. On these days, please only contact him if it is an
emergency. In this day and age when technology means everyone can be
contacted constantly, the SEC policy is that all serving Clergy should have
two days off a week.

Keeping in Touch
Each Saturday evening the service information and notices are emailed

out to congregational members. If you do not already receive these emails
and wish to keep in touch, please email Sheila via the church office.
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Sunday Readings *The passages being read

March 2024

3" March Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 20: 1-17 ¢ Psalm 19 ¢ *1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 ¢ *John 2: 13-22

10" March  Mothering Sunday
Exodus 2: 1-10 ¢ Psalm 34 ¢ *Colossians 3: 12-17 ¢« *John 19; 25-27

17" March  Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jeremiah 31: 31-34 ¢ Psalm 51: 1-13 ¢ *Hebrews 5: 5-10 ¢« *John 12: 20-33

24" March  Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50: 4-9a ¢ Psalm 118: 19-29 « *Philippians 2: 5-11 ¢« *Mark 11: 1-11

28" March  Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14 « Psalm 116: 1, 10-17 ¢ *1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 «
*John 13: 1-17, 31b-35

31" March  Easter Day
*Acts 10:34-43 ¢« Psalm 118: 14-24 + 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 ¢ *John 20:1-18

31*March  Choral Evensong Easter Day
*Ezekiel 37: 1-14 « Psalm 66 * *Luke 24: 13-35

Bible Teaching Videos

By Bishop Donald Allister

A new Bible teaching video by Donald Allister appears first |
thing every Monday, on his YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@feedmysheep2023

L 3

During February and March he will be offering five Bible
studies showing how to read, study and teach the Bible.
Some may find this helpful as a Lent course for private
study or in the home.

If you find accessing and navigating YouTube difficult, Donald would be
very happy to send you MP4 files of his talks, which should work on any
modern computer or mobile phone. If you would like to download a free
Bible onto your phone, Donald is also happy to help suggest a good
version to use, and show you how to do so, and how to use it.

Contact him by emailing the office.
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Dates for the Diary

Services

Sundays ¢ 9am ¢ Holy Communion ¢ Traditional language, usually with
NO music or sermon.

Sundays ¢ 10.45am ¢ Holy Communion ¢ Modern language, with choir &
congregational singing.

Second Sunday of the month (usually) « 6.30pm ¢ Process

Last Sunday of the Month (usually) ¢« 6.30pm ¢ Choral Evensong

1% Thursday of the month ¢ 11am ¢ Holy Communion ¢ Traditional
language, usually with no music or sermon.

Regular Activities

Mondays & Thursdays ¢ 9.30am-11.30am ¢ Toddler Group (term-time)
Thursdays (in Church.):

6.15pm, Voice for Life ¢+ Tpm-8pm, Junior Choir ¢ 7.45pm, Adult Choir
Last Monday of the Month (usually) « 7Tpm ¢ St Peter’'s Book Club

Events in February and March

Sun 25" Feb Choral Evensong ¢ 6.30pm

Tues 27" Feb Befriending Craft Group ¢ 10am-12 noon

Wed 28™ Feb Lent Study Group ¢ 7.30pm-9pm

Sun 1%t Mar World Day of Prayer ¢ 2.30pm in Mayfield Salisbury Church
Mon 4™ Mar Monday Group * Time TBC

Wed 6" Mar Vestry Meeting (No Lent Group)

Thur 7" Mar Monthly Communion + 11am

Sat 9™ Mar Preparing daffodils in church ¢ 10am

Sun 10" Mar Process ¢ 6.30pm

Wed 13" Mar Lent Study Group ¢ 7.30pm-9pm

Thur 14™ Mar Magazine Deadline

Wed 20" Mar Big Church Spring Clean ¢ 10am — 12 noon

Wed 20™ Mar Lent Study Group ¢ 7.30pm-9pm

Mon 25" Mar St Peter's Book Club ¢ 7pm

Tues 26" Mar Befriending Craft Group ¢+ 10am-12 noon

Thur 28" Mar Last Toddler Group before Easter Hols * 9.30am-11.30am
Thur 28™ Mar Maundy Thursday Service ¢ 7.30pm

Fri 29" Mar Good Friday Meditation (‘Olivet to Calvary’) ¢ 7.30pm

Sun 31 Mar Easter Day celebrating the risen Christ ¢ 9am ¢ 10.45am
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Contacts

Clergy and Staff
Rector Rev Nick Wills
Associate Clergy Rev Sue Whitehouse
Bishop Donald Allister
Children’s & Young People’s Worker Becky Wills
becky@stpetersedinburgh.org
Buildings Manager/Hall Bookings Laura Bird
development@stpetersedinburgh.org

Administrator/Magazine Sheila Chisholm office@stpetersedinburgh.org
Church Office Sheila or Laura

Director of Music Rupert Forbes

Organist & Voice for Life Sheila Chisholm

Church Officers

Vestry Secretary Janice Allister

Treasurer Laura Bird
development@stpetersedinburgh.org

Lay Representative Roddy Simson

Alternate Lay Representative  Jan Sidaway

Gift Aid Secretary Chris Hodgson

Finance Convenor Ralph Garden

Works Convenor Liz Mackay

Sacristan Liz Mackay

Fire Warden Pam Dugan

Church Organisations and Groups

Servers’ Guild Bill Polson
Monday Group Jane Sutherland
Thursday Lunch Club (1% Thursday) Delia Keir

St Peter’s Book Club Liz Hare

Social/Outreach COG Convenor, Fair Trade Liz Hare

All the above people can be contacted via the Office.
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Holy Week and Easter
In St Peter’s
Palm Sunday 24" March 9am (said) 10.45am (sung)

Services of Holy Communion celebrating the arrival of Jesus

into Jerusalem.

It reminds Christians of the wish to welcome Jesus into our
hearts, and the willingness to follow him.

28" March 730pm (sung)

Service of Holy Communion, commemorating Jesus’s
institution of the Eucharist during the Last Supper.

Deriving from the Latin word ‘mandatum’
(command), the word ‘Maundy’ reflects on the words
Jesus spoke, and are written in John 13: 34; ‘A new
commandment | give unto you, that you love one another as | have loved you’.

Good Friday 29" March 7.30pm
Olivet to Calvary, J. H. Maunder
A choral meditation with congregational hymns,

recalling some of the incidents in the last days of the
Saviour’s life on earth.

= (Picture painted by Catherine Rednall, 2024)

31°* March 9am (said) |0.45am (sung)

Services of Holy Communion celebrating the
Risen Christ.
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